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XH£ ABYENIURES 

ov 

JAMES CAPEN ADAMS. 



PART FIRST. 
CHAFT£B L 

SXBTCH OF MT EABI.IEB LIFE. 

Birth Irade. Early Hunting. Z*yil In Hunting. Advenlare with a Ben- 
gal Tiger. Seriously injured. BuDefit of a Trade. Work at fiootoo. 
B|Moii1»tl0ii. BitdnfttloQ. flmlgmttoo. Gallfbirnlft. OeeapatioiiA In Oal- 
ttbraift. StamnlM wtOk. lortntie. BeUnmeal to til* Homitaiiii. Par- 

sonal Appearance and Constitution. Qaalificationa for Momitala life. 
Outfit. First Inipreasions of the Mountains. Monntain Scenery. Cali- 
ibmia Indians. Indian Intercourse. Buckskin Dressing. Appioacli of 
Winter. Mountain Economy. Mountain Life. 

Ht name is James Capen Adams. I was bom on 

October 20th, 1807, in the town of Medway, Massa- 
chusetts. My parents, who were honest and respect- 
able people, bred me up from an early age to the 
trade of shoemaking ; but, being of a roving and 
adventurous disposition, I no sooner attained mj ma- 
jority than I threw aside the pegj^g awl, and hired 
myself to a company of showmen as a collector of 
wild beasts. In pursuance of my engagements with 
this company, I hunted through the forests of Maine, 
New Hampshire, and Vermont, and captured many 

panther?, wolves, wild-cats, foxes, and other animals, 

1* 
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which were subsequently exhibited and admired 
tbroiighoat tiie country; but aU these were amall 

game in companson with what it was mj destiny 
ai'terwardd to hunt. 

It was a characteristic of my youth, as it has been 
of my subsequent life, to take bold of a subject eon* 
genial to my tastes with a ^vliole soul ; and, as this 
business of hunting suited my turn of mind, it would 
be difficult to tell how &r my xeal mi^t have canied 
me, what labors I might have attempted, and what 
achievements I might have performed, had not an 
accident disabled me while still a young man. This 
unfortonate affair occurred in Ihe following manner: 
my employers had, in their collection of animals, a 
royal Bengal tiger, which had become refractory. 
They requested me to reclann him ; and, not doubt* 
ing my ability, I entered his cage a number of times. 
On the last occasion, however, the magnificent but 
treacherous beast struck me to the floor and buried 
hm teeth and claws in my flesh. When taken from 
the cage, my condition was one of entire insensibility, 
and my injuries so serious that for a long period 
recovery was problematical. By this accident — if 
ihat can be called acmdent, which was brought about 
by my own rashness — my constitution was shattered; 
and for many years my hunting was at an end. 

The benefit of teaching a young man some honest 
and useful handicraft, whateyer may be Us ulterior 
destination in life, was well exemplified in my case 
now ; for, had it not been for shoemaking, I would 
have become a burden not only to myself but to my 
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fionilj. Fortimatetjr, my mprieSi which sfiecied die 
Sfmie, were of such a eharaeter as not to preyent die 

free use of my hands ; and, removing to Boston, I 
went to work at my trade again, and more than sap* 
ported mjseif* From that time I eontiimed perse* 
▼eringly employed for fifteen years, at the end of 
which period my gamings amounted to some six or 
eight diousaod dollars ; when, Yankee that I was, I 
must needs specnhite. Aooordmgly, oonTerting all 
my means into a cargo of hoots and sliocs, I slii[)pod 
t^em to St. Louis in the hope of doubling or trcbhng 
my capital ; but, instead of beooming suddenly rich, 
I had the misfortime to see them aD consumed in a 
great conflagration, which raged in that city ; and in 
one short night I found myself a ruined man. This 
sad event, as it happmed, took place at the time 
when the great gold fever broke out, and that intense 
excitement about California prevailed over the whole 
coxmtry. In one year over a hundred thousand per- 
sons put tiiemselves upon the way for the diores of 
the Pacific ; and I could not do otherwise, I tliought, 
dian join that mighty emigration. I seised the op- 
portonity as one ofiEered me by fortnae ; and, afker 
numberless hardships and privations, anived in Gafi* 
fomia, by the way of Mexico, overland, in the fall 
of 1849. 

Erom the period of my amvai in the conntiy till I 
went into the mountains, my ocoupalaonB were yarious, 
— sometimes nuning, sometimes trading, sometimes 
nusing stock and &rming. Sometimes I was rich, at 
oHier times poor* At one time, in 1850, while &nn- 
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ing in the neighborhood of Stockton^ I possessed tboo- 
sands of dollars' worth of caitie, most of which were 

stolen from me in a single night. At another time, I 
possessed mining claims, which ought to have made 
me yeij wealthy ; and at anottier, landa, which aie 
now worth many forhmea ; bat one after the otiier 
passed out of my hands, partly on account of my own 
reckless speculationSi partly through the villany of 
others. In. the space of three years, I &uled three 
times ; from the height of prosperiiy I was plunged 
into the depths of difficulty ; until at last, in the fall 
of 1852, disgusted with the world and dissatisEed 
with myself, I abandoned all my schemes for the 
accumulation of wealth, turned my back upon the 
society of my fellows, and took the road towards 
the wildest and most unfirequented parts of the Sierra 
Nevada, resolved ihenceforUi to make tiie wildeniess 
my home and wild beasts my compaiiions. 

My hair was already beginning to turn gray ; and 
as I wore it long, with long, gray beard, and bng 
mustaches, — such being the custom in those days, — 
my appearance was that of an old man, though, in 
truth, I was but in the prime of hfe, and could bear 
almost any degree of exposure, privation, or &tigne. 
My general temperance and active avocations had 
strengthened and hardened my frame, so that to 
walk during a whole day, or to endure hanger or 
tiiirst, was comparatively easy. To shoot well had 
been a |)art of my early education ; and as to all that 
appertained to the procurement of provisions in a 
country of game, I conmdered myself well qualified 
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for mountain life. So far as concerned my outfit, 1 
could gave but little out of the wreck of mj estate* 
I managed, however, to retain an old wagon, two 
oxen, an old Kentucky rifle M'hich used thirty balls to 
the {X)und of lead, a ieimesi>ee ritie which used Sixty, 
a Colt's revolymg pistol, and seyeral bowie-knives. 
Besides tiiese, my effects were poor indeed, — a few 
tools, several pairs of blankets, a little clothing, and 
this was all. 

Notwithstanding such scanty preparation, I drove 

up into the mountains with a buoyant and hopeful 
spirit ; and it gives me pleasure, even now, to recall 
my lively feelmgg upon mounting the scarred and 
rugged shoulders of the Sierra. The roads were 
very rough ; my team was none of the strongest ; I 
had to rely on my ride for provisions and the roadside 
for pasture; but the new and romantic scenes into 
which I was advanmng, enchanted my imagination, 
and seemed to inspire me with a new life. The 
fragrance of the pines and the freshness and beauty 
of nature in those elevated regions were perfectly 
delightful to me. The mountain air was in my nos- 
trils, the evergreens above, and the eternal rocks 
around ; and I seemed to be a part of the vast land- 
scape, a kind of demigod in the glorious and magnifi- 
cent, creation. 

The country about the head waters of those rivers, 
which run from the Sierra into the San Joaqum, is 
sublime on account of the magnitude of the mountain 

masses which compose it. The cliflfe are of enormous 
size and extent ; and everything conspires to render 
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flie aeene grand and imposing to ihe hei degree. In 

many places, the rocks rise in toweling proportions, 
perfectly barey from the midst of forests which) 
though compoeed of giantB in themaelyes, eeem 
dwarfed in comparison. The trees are, many of 
theni; of the most magnificent description, piinciiially 
of evergreen kinds ; but there are alao oak, ash, and 
other deciduous speoies. The soil is generaUy scanty ; 
but along the streams, there is much that is good; 
and there are many valleys afibrding abundant herb- 
age and beautiful meadows* Jn almost all the defiles, 
gorges, and caoons, there is chaparral and brash m 
crowded profusion, among which are to be found 
manzanita, jmiiper, laurel, whortleberry, and many 
other mountain bushes ; also many innes and weeds, 
wluch form tangled, and ahnost impenetrable, thickets. 
Such, briefly, was the character of the region in 
which I now chose out a little valley, on a northern 
branch of the Merced Biver, forty or fifty miles 
northwest of the famous Yo-Semite, or a hundred 
and fifty miles east of San Francisco. 

In the neighborhood of my camping place, there 
happened to be one of those restless tribes of GaE- 
forma Indians, who are accustomed to migrate from 
the plidns to the mountains, and from the mountains 
to the plsdns, as the seasons change and the game 
upon which they live goes up or down. These crea- 
tures lived upon the fish which they caught in the 
streams, and the small fttiim^ft which they killed 
on the land ; also, upon nuts, acorns, berries, and 
roots, sometimes upon insects and sometimes upon 
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graBses. At tiie time of my adyent among them in 
ihe ttHy tbough plenty still smiled upon thmr larderSy 

I aided to give them abundance ; for there was much 
game, and X was liberal with what cost me so httle 
tfoofaie to proonre. hi retom fi>r mj liberalily, the 
Indians assnted me m building a wigwam and gather- 
ing and diying grass for the use of my oxen in the 
winter. They also assisted in tanning the skins of 
the deer I killed, and in maJdng me several oomple& 
suits of buckskin, ^vliicli I tlicn adopted aa my cos- 
tume, and in which, ever since, I have generally 
dressed. Next my body I wore a heavy woollen gar- 
ment, and on my head an mtanned deer-skin eap, 
lined with rabbit's fur, and ornamented with a fox's 
tail ; but all the rest of my clothing was buckskin^ 
— that is to say, coat, pantaloons, and moceasins. 

Thos I provided myself in every particular, as well 
as I was able ; and, betimes, the winter advanced. 
The Indians, as it began to grow cold, moved down 
the river, aocording to their custom ; the momitaans 
became deserted ; the snows fell, and soon a wild 
waste surrounded me on every side* Erom now on 
I was perfectly alone, and did not see another hnman 
being for montiis. Yet, strange to say, those months 
were among the happiest of my life. My habitation 
was warm and comfortable ; my health excellent ; my 
time pleasantly and oontinaously occupied. I had 
enough to eat and drink ; for game of some kind 
never failed, and there was no lack of the purest and 
fireshest water. When the little stock of groceries, 
which I had brought along, ran out, various kmds of 
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^ass seeds, pounikd into meal, served for flour, and 
roasted acorns made a substitute ibr coffee. The 
pine forests farnished that sweet gam, called pine 
sugar, which ezades from bruises in their trunks; 
and many were the receipts and expedients in moun- 
tain economy, which now became my special study. 
In making myself comfortable, I Ibond pleasant and 
beneficial occupation, and I may say that I was as 
happy as a king. 

Such was my first es^iienoe ; but it was Hie ear- 
nest of what, on nearer and longer fiuniliarity, I 
found mountain life really to be. I was peculiarly 
fitted for it. Even the mountain winters, severe as 
they are, were better suited to my tastes than the 
Italian beauties of the wmters on ihe coast ; and, as 
will be seen in the course of my narrative, for three 
successtve years, though wandering during the sumr* 
mers in distant regions, I always returned to pass the 
winters in tbe high portions of the iSiorra Nevada. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE GBIZZLT BBAB* 

fltMtoMi of tbb fliialj Bear. Ohanetw of Che Uon. Cluumeter of fhe 
Tiger. Gharaoter of the Grizzly of OaUfbroia. Neighborhood of the Oris* 

xly. Annt'tl Neutrality. Object in entering the Mountuins. Vii^lt of 
William Adams. Coiiipaririou of l!'ortuno«. William's Propojiitions, Our 
Contract. Prcparatioua for Travel. Wiilmu Syicesey. The Indian Boys, 
Tuolimme and StaaJslaus. The Party and Equlpmentii Hay Moming 
in ilM Moantains. Tha Shonlderi af tha Siena. Through Oregon into 
WaahlDgtoD. A Nondescript of Southern Oregon. Bange of the QHmHj 
Bear. The Bocky Mountain Grizzly. The Cdiftmian QfMjT. 
Grislj of WaabiogtoD, Or^n, and New Mexico. 

The mountains which I have been describing are 
the &yorit6 haunts of the grizsLj bear, the monarch 
of American beasts, and, in many respects, the most 

formidable animal in the world to be encountered. 
In comparison with the lion of Africa and the tiger 
of Asia, though these may exhibit more activity and 
UoodiliirstinesB, the grizzly is not second in courage ^ 
and excels them in power. Like the regions which 
he inhabits, there is a vastness in his strength, which 
makes him a fit compamon for the monster trees and 
giant rocks of the Sierra, and places him, if not the 
£rst, at least in the first rank, of all quadrupeds. 

The Uon, celebrated from time immemorial as a 
noble and generous brute, is, I grant, a splendid ani- 
mal. When seen in his native wilds, with head erect 
and black mane floating oyer mighty ahouldersi he 
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preeentB a magmficent speetade. When ataading at 

bay also, with eye darting lire, and lasliing liLs tawny 
sides with fury, he makes a terrific {ictare. Uun- 
dxeds and hondreda of years ago, when anhnals fint 
became known to literatore, imptressed with his prond 
bearing, the fabulists awarded to Lim Lis splendid re}> 
utation ; they clothed him with the attributes of maj- 
esty ; and few, mnoe then, hare ventured to deny his 
royalty, none to dispute his title of king of beasts. 
But, pursue him iuto his lairs, follow him on his mid- 
night prowls, and you soon detect the sneaking, cat- 
like qualities, which are bom in him, and which must 
and will exhibit themselves in one mode or another. 
Before the world, the lion stands noble, magnificent, 
magnanimous; but in private life, he is rapacious, 
' cruel, ever watchful for advantages, and frequently a 
feeder on carrion. 

The tiger of India occupies a place in natural his- 
tory next the lion, and is classed with hun among the 
most powerful and mighty of brutes. His path, it is 
true, is always red with blood, but it is the blood of 
infexiors; he fears his equals and flies from those 
above lum* like a midnight assasm, he creepa 
through his native jungles and makes a desolation 
around him; but his is the might of blood and 
butchery. 

The griszly bear of California, in the consciousness 
of strength and the ma^^iammity of courage, alone 
of all animaJs, stands unappaUed in the fieice of any 
enemy, and turns not from the sight of man. He 

may mi seek the coniiict, but he never ihes from it. 
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He maj not feed npon royal meat, nor ftel tiie flow of 

rojal blood in his veiiiii ; but he is unapproachable, 
overwhelming. The lion and the tiger are like the 
desert with its fiery cnmoonB and tornadoes ; liie gri»- 
dy bear of Galifomia, fike die mountains with time 
frosts and avalanches. 

This was the aninud which ranged, monarch of all 
he surveyed, on every side of me. I fireqnently saw 
him ; he was to be found, I knew, in tlic buslij 
gorges in all directions ; and sometimes, in my hunts, 
I would send a distant shot after hun ; but, as a gen- 
eral rule, durmg this first winter, I paid him the 
respect to keep out of his way ; and he seemed 
somewhat ceremonious in return. Not by any means 
that he feared me ; but he did not invite the combat, 
and I did not venture it. A few months afterwards, 
I considered it a point of honor to give battle in 
eveiy case ; bat at this period bear hunting was not 
spedally an object of either my ambition or incli- 
nation. 

Upon entering the mountains, indeed, it was with* 
out any idea of devoting attention to bear hunting as 

a business. I went to live in peace, not to levy war 
upon the natives of the forest any more than might 
be necessary for my support or recreation ; but an 
event took place in tiie spring of 1853, which gave a 
direction and purpose to my mountain life, and led 
me to undertake those hunting expeditions and under- 
go those dangers and perils, of which tiie histoiy of 
my career chiefly Cimsists. This event was the aiv 
rival of bxoL Willi«u in xny mountain cao^. ' 
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He bad come to Califonik almost as early as I ; but 
all mj endeaTora to find bim had been nnavaiHng. 

Althoii<:^h there was frequent communication between 
diHerent parts of the country, mj iuquiries were al- 
mjs fimitless ; never could I find even a trace <^ 
him. He was a man of few words, baTuig a tinge of 
melancholy in his disposition, and little disposed to 
mingle much in conversation ; so that, on the o^er 
band, tiiough be may have met many of m j acqu^t- 
ances, he learned nothing of me. While I was strug- 
gUug in the southern mines to retain what had once 
been mine, and was now but a rough hunter, possess^ 
ing little beades my rifles and my oxen, he, who bad 
settled in the northern mines, had gone evenly for- 
ward, accumulated thousands, and was now returning, 
a wealthy man, to ^ east. By mere accident, he 
had heard of my failures and my subsequent retire- 
ment to the mountains, and had followed the clue 
until he found me. 

My brother gave me a brief account of Ids lift in 
California, which had been that of an industrious, en- 
ergetic, and successful miner, and concluded with an 
earnest invitation for me to accompany bim to our 
home in Massachusetts, where he kindly offered to 
start me in business again I could not think for a 
moment, however, of returning, a broken man, upon 
bis generosity, and replied ttiat I prefened the wild 
and free life of a hunter to the confinement of a city. 
He observed from this answer the real state of the 
case, and made a second proposition, as generous as 
the first, and one which I could not refuse. This 
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wafl, that he and I ehoiild enter into partnership ; 
he to adyance the means, and I to cdleet irild an- 
imals of California and neighboring countries ; in 
short, we soon drew up and ^gned articles, specifying 
the conditions of a regular contract, providing for the 
payment of drafts, and prescribing the disposition to 
be made of animals ; in relation to which, it is almost 
needless to state, that a carUilanehe was g^ven me« 
These arrangements being completed, my brother and 
I again parted. He proceeded on 'his way to the 
east, and I soon afterwards started upon my £rst 
great hunting expedition. 

I had long wished to see Oregon and Washington 
territories, whose fame was known to the world, even 
before that of Galifomia ; and having now a business 
object, I resolved that tiiey should be the first regions 
I would visit. I accordingly left my mountain fastr 
ness and drove down to a place called Howard's 
Banch, laid in a stock of ammunition, and such other 
necessaries as were required; exchanged my oxen 
for mules and packsaddles, and gathered such infor- 
mation regarding the northern countries and the roads 
to them as could be obtained* I also opportunely 
fell in with a young man, named AYilliam ^ykesey, 
who had been in those regions before, and who will- 
ingjly undertook to go with me on the expedition. 
Tkis young man came origmally from Texas, and 
seemed to have a tinge of Indian blood in his veins, 
which was betrayed by his high cheek bones, his 
long, coarse, black hair, and very daric complexion. 
He had a good rifle and was a fail* marksman ; and, 
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being well aoquainted with woodcrait, my meeting 
with him mm fortunate. 
From Howard's, Sykesey and I prooeeded, inSi 

our mules and packs, to Stra^vljcrry ilanch, on the 
Tuolumne River, where we procured the services of 
two Indian boys, about twenty years of age. These 
lads, who proved to be tnie and fiutbfnl fellows, had 
hved a portion of their lives among white people, 
oonld speak the English language, and understood 
Hie use of the* rifle. The dder of them, from the 
name of his tribe, I called Tuolumne ; the younger, 
for the same reason, Stanislaus. Our party was now 
complete, consisting of myself and three Tigorons 
young men, having two good stout mules. We were 
all four cased in buckskin, and three of us carried 
rifles upon our backs ; we had also pistols and 
kniYCS ; and, packed upon our mules, were camp fix- 
tures, tools, a small quantity of flour, sugar, salt, 
other provisions, and other articles necessary for our 
Tocation. 

It was a beautiful May morning when we finally 

set out, — a morning doubly beautiful at this season, 
in those elevated mountain regions. Nature had 
arrayed herself in robes peculiarly firesh and green, 
and Flora decked the landscape with myriad flowers 
pecuharly bright and lovely. The purest and most 
invigorating atmosphere spread around, and birds of 
spring carolled songs fipom every tree. It was, m* 
deed, a delightful opening of the campaign, and we 
set out upon our travels with hopeful and glad hearts. 
We travelled northward from Strawbenry Banch, 



Digitized by Google 



THE QBIZZLT BBAB. 28 

keeping upon the dionlders of the xaoiiiitaiiis, inOk 
the snowy crest to our right and the yaDej of tiie 

Sacramento far to our left. It was a rough road, 
ehoeen only for the reason that we had to provide 
ourselves with provisions on ike waj ; and, frequently, 
as the view opened here and there duwn into the 
emerald and golden world below, we could not for a 
moment but regret that we ever had to pass beyond 
its borders. Happy the man lhat ean establish his 
permanent home there, and never be called upon to 
live under other skies ! 

Without stoppng to examine tiie oountiy , or hunt 
more than necessary, we hastened on for two weeks 
to the Klamath region ; whence we struck down 
throng that wilderness which lies between the Gas- 
cade and Blue mountains. We saw much to interest 
us, on this travel , in the mountains, plains, forests, 
streams, and Indians of southern Oregon, but pushed 
ahead as rapidly as possible, leaving the loffy heads 
of Mount Jeflferson and Mount Hood to our left, and 
at length, weii worn with fatigue, turned the great 
bend of the Columbia^ crossed Lewis's Biver, and struck 
out into the country Ifwi^ to the nortilieastward. We 
came at kist to <a desirable valley among the hills, 
where grass and water were abmidaut, about ten 
miles distant from an Indian village or rancheria; 
and, turning out our mules, we made our camp ; and 
this constituted our head-quarters during the entire 
summer. 

In the course of our jonmey, we IdDed a nnmber 

of animals, and caught two small black bear cubs, 
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which we cairied in a hamper on one of <rar mulee. 

We also, while near Klamath Lake, saw a strange 
beast, which resembled a hedj^ehog with the head 
and feet of a bear. We made all the endeayora in 
our power to catch it, but in yain ; and now, in look- 
ing back and harrowing my memory of this carioua 
animal^ I am unable to describe it more particularlj. 
It was entirely unknown to nft, and I had, yeij 
nnwilliiiglj, to leaye it aa one of the nondescript 
wonders of the Pacific coast. 

Xhe region of eastern Washington, where we were 
now encamped, contains many fine animals ; bat chief 
amoii^ them is the powerful one often denominated 
the curly-haired brown bear, which is in reality, how- 
ever, but a varietgr of the grizzly species and ooosiin 
german of the monster of Califbrma. There are 
several varieties of the grizzly bear ; or, to speak 
more properly, perhaps, the species has a wide range, 
extending from the Briiash Possessions on the north 
to New Meideo on the south, and from ike eastern 
spurs of the Hocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. 
He was once frequently found on the lower part of 
the Missouri, and on tiie Mississippi Birer ; but by 
degrees lias been driven back, until now, his range 
east of the XiU>cky chain is much circumscribed. His 
fflze, general appearance, and character, yary with 
the part of this great region in whidi he is found ; 
for although courageous and ferocious in the Rocky 
Mountains, he is there neither so large nor so terrible 
as in the Sierra Nevada, where he attains his greatest 
size and strength* 
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The grizzly of ilie Boel^ Monntaiiis seldom, if 

ever, reaches the weight of a thousand pounds ; the 
oolor of his hair is almost white; he is more dis- 
posed to attack xnaa than the same species in other 
re^ODS, and has often been known to follow npcm ike 
human track for several liours at a time. It was this 
bear which £rst became known to the enlightened 
world; and from him the species was appropriately 
named grizzly. Among hunters, he is known as the 
Kocky Mountain white bear, to distinguish lum from 
o&er yarieties. 

The Californian grizzly sometames weighs as much 
as two thousand pounds. He is of a brow^n color, 
sprinlded with grayish hairs. When aroused, he is, 
as has been said before, the most terrible of ail ani- 
mals in the world to encounter; but ordinarily will 
not attack man, except under peculiar circumstances. 
It is of this animal that the most extraordinaiy feats 
of strength are recorded. It is said, with imth, that 
he can carry off a full-grown horse or buffalo, and 
that, with one blow of liis paw, he can stop a mad 
bull in fall career. When roused, and particularly 
when wounded, there is no end to his courage ; he 
fights till the last spark of life expires, fearing no 
odds, and never deigning to turn his heel upon the 
combat. It is to him that the appellations of science, 
ursus ferox and u/siis horribiliSy are peculiarly ap- 
plicable. 

The grizzly of Washington and Oregon territories 

resembles ibe bear of Qalifomia, with the exception 

that he rarely attains so large a size, and has a 

a 
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browner coat. Kb hair is more disposed to curl 
and is thicker, oiring to the greater coldneBS of the 
climate. He is not so savage, and can be hunted 
with greater safety than either the Californian or 
Bocl^ Mountain bear. In 2^ew Mexico, tiie grizdj 
loses mnch of his strength and power, and upon tfie 
whole is rather a timid and spiritless animal. 
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CHAPTER in. 

LADY WASHUiOXON. 

iMscovery of a Grixzly and Cubs. Waylaying and Dvaili of the Dam. At* 
tampt to laiBo tbe Oubs. InaTiee-top. BflflMtSoos. Aottouof tbeCntw. 
IiMlten Hones. XeniuiAal, th* IncUan Ghiaf. Pompsj. Pin of Openif 

fiong. Position of the Cubs. Second unsucoossfu! Attempt to lawo the 
Cubs, goecc of Operations rhangtMl. Now Plan. The Spring. A Might- 
watcb. Tbird unsuccessful Atttiuipt to take the Cubs. Tracks alx}ut the 
Spring. Wolves. Howling of Woltes. AdTenture with a Black Bear. 
Seomid Ilfght-mteh. AppeMwnee of tba Oaba. Punmit, ObMe and Csp> 
ture of mj Cab. Advwitim of my Commdae. Fiwigtt of Wordi. l^Aj 
WaaiiiAgtOD. 

Not far distant ironi my camp^ there was an exten- 
sire tract of chaparral, coyering the mde of a broad 
moantajn and skirling a beautiful valley of tender 
herbage. My attention was attracted to it by indi- 
cations of large bears ; and, after a short reconmi^ 
$ance^ I ^covered on the monntam-side the den of 
an old grizzly with two yearling cubs. The aiumals 
were in the habit of descending into the valley every 
ni^t, and had worn a trail, along which they ahnost 
invariably passed in their excursions. I immediately 
determined, if possible, to slay this dam, and make 
myself master of her o&pnng, which were two of the 
finest looking young beasts I had ever seen. 

To resolve to do a thing, and to do that thing, are 
diiterent matters ; and so I found them on this occar 
sion. Xhere seemed, however, to be but one plan of 
action, — to waylay the dam ; and, in accordance witii 
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itf I concealed myself one morning near the trail, 
nrhen the animals were coming up from the valley. I 

* had botli my rifles well charged lying at my side ; 
and, as the old beast approached, I drew Keutucky, 
and planted a half-ounce ball in her breast. She fell, 
but almost instantly recoyered herself and rushed 
towards me; when, seizing my second rifle, I fired a 
second shot through her open mouth into her brain. 
It is often the case that the grizzly will live for sev- 
eral hours after bemg pierced even through the head 
or heart, and perform prodigies of strength ; but in 
this instance, fortunately for me, perhaps, life lasted 
but a few minutes. 

As soon as the dam expired, I seized a lasso, which 
lay at my side, and rushed towards the cubs. I had 
imaged it would be a matter of ease, with the dam 
once out of the way, to secure them; but socm 
learned my mistake. As I rushed at them, they 
retreated ; as I pursued, they broke away, and, doub- 
ling, shot past with a rapidity of motion which defied 
all my skOl. I chased a long time without success ; 
and, finally, when they and I were nearly worn out, 
they suddenly turned and made so violent an attack 
upon me that I was compelled, for my personal 
saietj, to betake myself to a tree, and was glad to 
find one to climb. Although but httle more than a 
year old, I saw that they had teeth and claws which 
were truly formidable. 

It was a ludicrous situation which I occupied in 
Hiat tree ; and it makes me laugh now to think how 
a hunter of great bears was thus berieged by little 
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ones. However, there I sat, and there waa no help 
for it. The cobs tried to climb afiber me, and it was 
necessary to pound their paws to keep them down ; 

ami i biiall never furgct liow they snapped their jaws, 
and how wickedly they looked, when they were satis- 
fied I was beyond their reach. Had the j been full- 
grown grizzlies and thus driven me, like the sage 
Nestor of antiquity, to seek refuge in the branches, 
it might have been a long time before it would have 
been their good pleasure to withdraw ; but the cubs 
did not understand the art of starving an enemy; 
and, in the course of iialf an hour, went oif to their 
dead mother. They had shown enough, howeyer, to 
make me give up the idea of taking them by the plan 
proposed ; and, as I left the place, I began contriving 
other kinds of expedients ibr their capture. 
.The plan hit upon at last was to procure horses 
from the Indians ; for it seemed to me tluit, if wo 
could chase the cubs into the plain, and pursue on 
horseback, we could certainly take them with our 
lassos. Accordingly, the same day, I mounted a 
mule, and, taking a quantity of dried venison as a 
present, rode down to the village, which I found to 
be under l^e sway of a hard-headed but good-natured 
old Indian potentate, named Kennasket. This chief, 
for divers good reasons, doubtless, placed little re- 
liance in the white man ; but he seemed pleased with 
my present and conversation, and finally consented to 
loan me three good horses, with which, however, he 
sent a brave, whom we caUed Pompey, to see to their 
safe retain. 
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Having ihm procured linrses, three of us, well 
mounted, took the field the next mornuig before day- 
light, and repaired to tiie neighboiliood of the dead 
bear, where the cubs still remained. It was my 
intention to drive them down the trail to the open 
Talley, so that our lassos could be used with effect; 
and I therefore directed my comrades to conceal 
themselves and be ready to rush for^vard. Having 
dismounted, I then made a circuit, and getting upon 
the trail above the position of the animals, moved 
slowly down towards them. In many places ihe 
bushes were so thick that I had to creep under them 
upon my hands and knees ; and, as my rifle was 
never out of my hands, it may be conceived that 
the path was not without its annoyances. 

Upon drawing near the spot, a most interesting 
fflght presented itself to my eyes. The cubs lay, 
with their paws upon the body of tiieir dead mother, 
as if endeavoring to draw the accustomed warmth 
from it. Their appeai-ance was so pleasing, so child- 
like, that, for a few minutes, I could only stop and 
gaze. At first l^ey did not observe me ; but, on a 
slight movement, they suddenly sprang to their feet, 
and, as they did so, I dashed forward, whirling my 
cap. They bounded down the trail; I followed, 
thinking we surely had them now ; but, unfortunately, 
my comrades, too aiLxious to act, prematm-ely left 
their places ; and the cubs, frightened by the display, 
bounded aside from the trail, and, getting into the 
chaparral, escaped. 

The next morning, we endeavored to try the some 
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plan OTer ; but, on going to the place, I found that 

the body of the dam liad been devoured during the 
previous afternoon by vultures or busszards ; and of 
the cabs nothing was to be seen. I was now pnt 
to my wits to know what to do; for some time it 
appeared that nothing could be accomplished; but, 
finally, the idea occurred to me that, as there was 
but one spring in the vaQey, the animals would have 
to visit it for water, and that there was the place 
to take them. X therefore determined to watch the 
spring ; and, as soon as it began to grow dark that 
evening, selected a place of concealment, when, the 
result of the experiment' being uncertain, and the 
remainder of the party choosing to return to camp, 
I was left alone. 

The spring was a curious one, boiling up in the 
midst of the valley and making a pond, with a con- 
nderabie space <^ moisture. For some distance 
around it there was a rank vegetation of coarse and 
heavy grass, called sword-grass, and a few trees and 
bushes. The mountains at the borders of the valley 
were hig|i and rugged, with chaparral ^pon their 
sides, and oak, cedao*, puie, and other kinds of moun- 
tain shrubbery about their summits. It was a lone 
place ; no ogos of human habitation were to be seen, 
no sounds of human life to be heard ; and, particu- 
larly at night, the place was desolate and dreary 
indeed. I tried to beguile the time by a severe 
ezerdse of thought upon other subjects ; but, in a 
short iame, I fell into a doze, then into a deep, and 
\Tas not awakened until midnight, when the cubs 
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anexpcctedlj passed by me. The moon shone, and 
the/ were plainlj to be seen ; but they had evideutij 
bean at the Bpring, and were now on their return to 
ihe moimiain. Thej had outwitted me ! I instaaily 
sprang from my concealment and rushed after them ; 
but in vain, — before I could overtake them, thej 
reached the chaparral; and thus, for the ihizd time, 
mj endeavors Med. 

It was my intention at first, after this failure, to 
return to camp ; but the thought struck me, that per- 
hape other ammalB would yimt the spring, and I might 
still not go empty-handed. I had before noticed the 
tracks of panthers^ wolves, deer, and antelopes, be- 
ddea those of bean, in Hie neif^boihood ; and, as 
almost an wild animals are abroad in the night-time, 
there were fair chances of meeting some of them. 
The idea was not a mistaken one ; tor in the course 
of a few hours a pack of wolves appfoached. It is 
lihe habit of these animals, irhea they drink as well 
as when they eat, to do so noiselessly ; but, as soon as 
tbej hare satisfied themselves, they usually set up a 
c<»icert of Jiowls, which is anything but pleasant. It 
is indeed a horrible noise, the most hateful a man 
alone in the wilderness at night can heai\ To a per- 
son anywise low-spirited or melancholy, it suggests 
the most awful fimcies, and is altogether doleful in tiie 
extreme. I nm, porliaps, as little affected ^vith squeam- 
ishness as any man; but the lugubrious howl of a 
pack of wolves is more tiian I like ; and I was glad 
to pot the cowardly rascals to flight by sending a 
ball after them. 
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It nearly monung before aiytlung else ap- 
proached. The moon had gone down ; dawn began 
to a{>pear ; aad I thought for certain that nothing 
more woidd come, when a light step attracted my 

attention ; and, bj putting my ear to the ground, I 
recognized it as ^e tread of a bear. To take a 
prize at Jast, after my long iratch, -was a pleasant 
anticipaiion ; and I was a!l willingness for a conffict 
with the beast, however large or however ferocious 
he might prove to be. It was not necessary to wait 
long ; in a few minutes a large black bear approached 
the spring, drank heartily, stepped into the water, 
and, after wallowing, came out and began rolling on the 
grass. At tliis moment, before he could start off for 
the mountains again, I resolyed to fire ; and, drawing 
my rifle to my lace, uttered a yell to attract his atten- 
tion. As anticipated, he rose uj on liis hind legs, and 
presented as &ir a mark as could hare been desured. 
Though still in the gray of the morning, the light of 
dawn shone upon my rifle barrel ; the sights aimed 
directly at his breast, and I fired. This was all the 
work of a moment ; the bear sprawled upon the 
groiuid, which lie tore in his mortal agony. I was so 
excited that, without waitmg to reload, I rushed up, 
planted my foot upon his neck, and plunged my knife 
into his throat ; and for several days afterwards his 
meat served for provisions. 

Bdng now certain that the grizzly cubs visited the 
spring, I ordered out all my forces the next evening, 
and concealed them about the };lace, with strict in- 
structions not to move but upon a signal. W Q comr 



DigitizcKii 



84 



LADT WASHINGTON. 



menced at sundown and watched till midnight. Once 
in a while a band of antelopes, a coaple of deer, or a 
pack of wolves would approach ; but ihej were al- 
lowed to come and go undisturbed. The stars, which 
rose m the evening, passed over our heads, an(l 
had sunk &r down into the west ; and faint streaks 
of light already played upon the eastern horizon, 
when, all at once, a jelpmg on the mountain, in the 
direction of the den, gave the welcome notification 
of the approach of the cnbs. We all now stood 
watching every shadow and catching every sound. 
Presently the littie bears ran past us, plunged their 
noses in the water, wallowed a few minutes, and then, 
crawling out, began tumbling and wrestiing on tiie 
grass. At this moment, I gave the whistle ; and sink- 
ing the spurs into our horses' sides, and swinging our 
lassos about our heads, we dashed forwards. The 
cubs, frightened by our sudden and unexpected at- 
tack, separated and ran in different directions ; I pur- 
suing one, and my comrades the other. 

My cub, which proved to be a female, bounded into 
the plain, and required a long chase. She ran quite 
a mile before it was possible for me to throw the lasso, 
which was no sooner over her head than she poked it 
off, and started on again. I followed several miles, and 
threw the lasso over her agaua and again, as many as 
seven times, before it kept its place ; but it did finally 
retain its hold, and she was mme. I immediately 
sprang from my horse, and, whipping out a muzzle 
and cords from my pockets, soon had her bound head 
and foot She was so beautiful that I had to stop 
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and admire her some time, before going to see what 

my comrades had done. 

They, too, had succeeded ; indeed, they flattered 
tiiemselyeB that they had excelled the old hunter, — 
a hallucmation in which I indulged them awhile for 
amusement. When the cubs were separated, they 
had pursned theirs, which proved to be a nuile, a 
long distance, until he ran into a chaparral so thick 
and interlaced that he became completely entangled. 
They then dismounted, and seized him with their 
hands in such a manner lhat, though all irert more 
or leas scratched and bitten, they succeeded in secur- 
ing and binding him, — and well was he bound ; never 
in my life before «r since havel seenaa umnal ao 
completely tied up and wound about. They had then 
procured a long pole, and slinging the bear upon it, 
had borne him upon their shoulders to the spring. 
All this they told me with great glee, enjoying their 
supposed triumph over me. I asked to be shown the 
place where they had captured him ; and when they 
pointed it out, I remarked that they had an easiei 
place to catch their bear than I mine ; but they had 
got bitten and scratched, which I had not. This 
speech puzzled them. ^' Look at your hands," said 
I; ^^mine are not scratched in lhat way; Ihere is 
no blood here ; and tiien I told them my story. 
" And," said I, " she is the prettiest little animal 
in all the country." Sykesey and Tuolumne thought 
I was joking, and wanted a proof ; but, looking them 
straight in the eyes, I asked if they had ever known 
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the old hmiter to lie. No, ibej repEed, they did not 

know he ever did. 

Such waa the maimer in "which my bear, Lady 
Waahingkm, one of the eompamons of my fatm:^ 
hunting Hfe, was captured. From that time to this, 
she has always been with me; and often has she 
shared my dangers and priYations, borne my bmrdena, 
and partaken of my meals. The reader may be sar- 
prised to hear of a grizzly companion and friend ; but 
Lady Washington has been both to me. He may 
hardly credit the accounts of my nestling up between 
her and the fire to keep both rides warm under the 
frosty skies of the mountains ; but all this is true ; 
Wt him only read on. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

TBB WAT TO CAVP. 

ninf for remoTing the Cubs. A worrying l^xp^rlment. Pooipoy*fl Propori* 
tion. An IndiTu CnTt. Vomfi^'v'^ Lack of Punctualitv Pcruliaritie* 
of the Indian Cart. Indian Harness. Pomp^y's amu.-irig Ki>af)oniiig. 
btart for Camp. Adveuture with VV't>l¥««. LoImm L«ggiug8. A preotow 
Oueasf. FMft a» the Hlghtfln. BiM VtoiMm. The LmUmt Bottb 
TlitttotlitliidiMTIDBfi. AidkmBivlar. ikiumotk €t ^WatrnM^ 
The Village. Keana<'l:r t s Gorernmcnt. Kennaalcet. Friendly Reoeptioii. 
Friendly Relations. Character of the Indians. The Callfornian Diff<?«^rf. 

lodiau Depredations." Tbs Northern Indlapi. XipexiAOce. FroT- 
i^QC« and the Indians. 

As the cubs were now caught, the next matter was 
to get them to camp ; and upon this question various 
apinionB were held. Sykesey proposed taking tiiem 
bound upon horsebaek ; Tuolumne preferred maldng 
a drag of grass, fastening tiiem upon it, and pulling 
them along ; but there were objections to both these 
plans. We finally determined to make an experiment 
with the male cub, by putting a strap of buckskin 
about his neck, attaching lariats on both aides, and 
leading him. This arrangement, howeyer, did not 
work as well as anticipated ; and the animal worried 
himself so much, by prancing and leaping to one or 
the other side, that, by the time we got to camp, he 
was completely worn out. However, we doused him 
into water, and, as soon as he was cooled and re- 
freshed, chained him up to a tree. 



Digitized by Google 



THE WAY TO CAMP. 



On account of the above difficulties, I proposed 
making &r Lady WaahiogtxMi a land of box of dry 

hide, and packing her in on horseback ; but my In- 
dian friend, Pompey, said. No, that he would procure 
a oarty which would answer much better. Ihis cart, 
he said, was of Ihe common kind used hj the Ihcfians 
for hauling their goods from place to place, and con- 
sisted of a tongue, axle-tree, two soUd wooden wheels, 
and a body of green hide. I had nerer seen a 
velucle of tiie kind, but from the description it 
seemed to be the very thing required, and I sent 
him off at once to procure it ; and he promised to 
meet me where the bear lay three hours before dark. 

Agreeably to our understanding, I rode out about 
the middle of the aflemoon to the spot, and found the 
cub lying where she had been left, but fretting con- 
siderably witii her dtuation. I passed the time ad- 
miring her, and looking for Pompey ; but it grew 
nearly sundown, and he did not make his appearance. 
I fired my rifle several times as a signal ; and at last, 
as the sun went down, a ftint shout repfied, appearing 
to come fi'om a great distance ; but this was caused 
by an intervening hill, and in a few minutes Pompey, 
with a cart drawn by two horses, came up, followed 
by three Indians on fuot. 

I had to stand amazed at the novelty of the vehicle 
they had brought. It answered the description ^ven 
of it, but was entirely difierent from my idea, being 
one of the most rude and aboriginal carriages possible. 
The luirness consisted of strips of dry elkrhide, rubbed 
b the hands until pliable, and &stened together with 
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sfcringB cf the same* The traces were siade of like 
strips, t^ted. There were no collars, but only broad 

bands of hide in place of them. The tongue of the 
cart was short, and held up between the horses by 
strings attached to the shoulder-bands ; but there waa 
no breeching, and this astonished me most of aU. I 
asked the Indians how they could keep the cart from 
numing upon the horses' legB when going down hill. 
Pompey replied, that an Indian's cart was made to 
go oiily forwards, and it was a bad horse that could 
not keep out of tlic way of it. This answer amused 
me, and I should have asked many more questions, 
but the night approached, and we therefore, without 
more ado, hastily lashed the cub on the cart, and 
Pompey, jumping upon one of the horses, started off 
at so round a rate that I found it difficult to keep up. 
The Indians on foot put themselves to a fast trot, 
and, being good runners, lagged not behind in the 
race. 

On the road to camp, upon getting within a mile 
of it, we suddenly came upon a pack of wolves, at a 
spot where they appeared, by remarkable good for- 
tune, to haye found a choice bit of carrion. The 
Indians cried out LaboSy as both they and the Span- 
iards call wolves, and asked me to kill them. At 
that time, wolves had no yalue in my eyes ; but, to 
please the Indians, I dismounted, and, crawling tow- 
ards the pack, which had gorged themselves, and 
were now howhng and fighting over what was left, 
as is the habit of these gluttonous creatures, fired at 
them. My shot was random, there not being light 
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enou^ to see ; but I saoceeded, hj firing into their 

luiilst, in boring one through the middle, and soon 
heard liiin draw his breath through blood. At this, 
the ladians were ezceedinglj delighted, and, with 
almost one y<»ce, asked for the skin. I had always 
supposed that wolf skins were valueless ; but now 
learned that thej are highlj prized by these northern 
Indians, who make leggings of them. So mnch, m- 
docd, did thej prize it, that they would not suffer tlie 
precious carcass to be tied on the cart with the bear, 
for fear of its being torn, and insisted upon canying 
it themselves. So anzioiis were they for lobes leg- 
gings, that I at once engaged them for a grand ante- 
lope hunt, by a promise of wolf skins. 

After this, we proceeded, without further incident, 
to camp, where a quantity of roasted bear-steaks, tea 
made of a fragrant herb of the mount£uns, and a rous- 
ing, comfortable, big fire awaited us. We were now 
eight souls in aD, and sat down flat upon tiie ground 
to a feast such as only hungry hunters cr)iild prop- 
erly enjoy. Our provisions, which were heaped before 
us when we sat down, rapidly dwindled away ; but we 
continued to hack and hew until after mi<faiight, and 
finally had to break in upon our stores of dried veni- 
son. This we placed upon the coals, so as to make it 
more brittle and edible ; and most earnestly did we 
attack it. I remarked that mv rifle had never failed 

c' 

in the hour of need, and directed the company not to 
spare ; and I can assure tfie reader that the company 
did not spare ; these Indians, whateyer may be tiieir 
fidlings in other respects, are terrible fellows with 



DigitizcKii 



THIS WAY TO GAHP 



41 



their jaws. The meal was barely ended, when Pom- 
pej, with a ludicrous twist of his lips, asked for the 
leaiiher botiile. I protested that the leather bottle 
oontained nothing bnt medicine. Pompej replied 
that it was good medicine for red man as well as 
white ; and I found myself obliged to bring out the 
brandy, though I had but a few pints. We aecord* 
iiiii;ly closed the occasion with a hearty swallow, which 
enlivened us ail; and then, having chained up the 
second cub as we had done ihe first, we crept into 
our blankets, in an excellent good-humor with the 
world and with ourselves, and went to sleep. 

The next day, having no further present use tor 
the horses which were hired of the Indians, I deter- 
mined to return them, and at the same time pay 
a visit of respect to the village, it being not only 
pditic to make firiends of our neighbors, but a matter 
of common justice to acknowledge our obligalaons to 
them. Accordingly, packing up a mule, I requested 
Pompey to take the horses, and we proceeded to the 
village. 

The main species of traffic among these children 
of the wilderness is barter; there is, it is true, a 
knowledge of coin, which is becoming more extended 
as iSkey are tiirown into more firequent intercourse 
with civilization, but exchanges in kind still consti- 
tute the principal trade. My agreement had been to 
pay a sack of dried meat for each horse each day of 
their use; and as the indebtedness daily accumu- 
lated, this was an additional reason for promptness 
in settling the account. 
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Xhe TillAge wafl a ooUectioii of wigwams under the 
goreniment of tiie old chief Keimaaket, a man whom 

I afterwards found to be of considerable ditrnity of 
character, and, for a savage, of remarkable milduess 
and nrbanilj of manner. He ruled over his people 
with a sort of patriarchal swaj, exercising the power, 
not of a conqueror and despot, but of a protector 
and father. The whole consUtation of the society, 
indeed^ resemhled what we are taaght of the par 
triarchs, with the exception that, instead of those 
immense flocks which we read of, the only domesti- 
oated aiumals found here were horses and do^, and 
Hie mode of life was rude in the extreme. 

The chief, wiieu 1 was brought into his presence, 
expressed himself glad to see the white man, and 
thanked me for the venison. He had always been 
disposed, he said, to look upon the pale &ces with 
distrust, having frequently been wronged by them ; 
but, seeing that I was punctual and honorable, he 
hoped we nught be friends. With these words, he 
looked up towards heaven, as if calling upon the 
Great Spirit to witness the purity of bis intentions, 
and banded me his pipe, which I smoked. We then 
settled the tonus of our accounts ; and, in this trans- 
action, he was much more liberal than was to have 
been expected. After passing my faith that the 
score should soon be squared off^ I shook hands with 
all the Indians, mounted my mule, and, followed by 
Pompcy, returned to camp. 

The excellent relations thus so auspiciously com- 
menced with the Indians, alR>rded assurances tliat we 
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would liaye no difficnlties with ihem. They are a 

rude race of beings, but intrinsically very much like 
ooiselves, having l^e same passioDSy di£feiing from us 
more in edueation, or want of eduoaiion, than in 
nature. Even the Digger laccs of Cahfoniia, iliough 
idle, shiftless, and filthy, as a general rule, are capa- 
ble of being acdye and handy, — mtneas my boys, 
Taolamne and StaniBlans. They have been, how- 
ever, greatly abused by those whites who consider 
tiiem little better than beasts; and their generally 
peaceful and snbmiaaiTe characters, instead of pro- 
curing immunity from injury, have seemed only to 
invite oppression. It makes my blood boil with 
indignation to hear of the craelties sometimes prac- 
iised towards these poor creatures ; for if tihe tmth 
of the oft-repeated battle-cry of " Indian Depreda- 
tions" were known, few indeed would be the cases 
found where the red men were really at fault. 

The northern tribes, being fiercer and more dis- 
posed to resent injuries than the poor Diggers, are 
more respected, and treated more like fellow beings ; 
but even in their case, it is not humamly or respect 
that protects them but rather the fear of their retali- 
ation. Over the whole western country, it seem?^ to 
be a rule that the white man can injure the Indian 
with impunity, and no one steps forward to make his 
the common cause of mankind; but let the Indian 
retaliate, and the cry of Indian Depredations " is 
raised, and the hounds of war and extermination are 
loosened to slay and ravage. I have lived much 
among the red men; I have seen much, and had 
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many opportumlies of knofwing them intimately; hot 
in aU cases, in ilie nortii and in the aondi^ never fasre 

I found them otherwise tuau as well disposed for 
peace and fair dealing as the white man. My tastes 
of propriety and eleanhneas, as a white man, have 
' fireqnently been shocked by ihar halnts ; bni h<mor- 
able and courtly dealing on my part has always been 
met with a return in kind on theirs. In all my ex- 
perience, I km nerar had to qoanel or fi^t with 
them ; and I am convinced that, if my disposition 
towards them had actuated all white men from the 
first, they woohi have be^ Ibond as well diqposed to 
all as tiiey invaiiably were to me. 

It LS the decree of an overruling Providence that 
the red man shsdl die oat, and there is no fault to bo 
linmd with it, any more than with the fiat which 
ovdered tiie extermination of the andent creatures 
whose forms hve only in the rocks : huz laat butchery 
and wrong by their o\ni more enlightened fellow-men 
sboold be tiie means of destruction, seems to me not 
neceesarity the command of a good God. It may be 
that everythinsT that is, is right ; but we might make 
it di&reut, and it would sdU be right. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ANTELOPE HUNTING. 

A&telope Peculiarities. InqaiBitireness. Manner of Hunting Antelopes. 
Antelope Ldok-oata. PJaoi fbt & Surround. Sacoen. Attack. Panic. 
SiRQihter. ' A SMd of Otniace.' Uj Qteatnen. Paeldng AaftelopM. 

The Art i f linking. Proposition to the Indiaii.<3. StufT Indians are 
made oil. Tuolumne's Sleep. I mimic the Bear for Tu Iiuiine'd Benefit. 
The Camp alarmed. Tuolumne's Account of the Adyeutuxe. I tell saj 
Story. Strength of Tuolumne 'li Iiuagiuation. 

Our supply of fresh provisions being now entirely 
gone, I led out my whole part^ for an antelope hunt. 
In Ihe course of an hour or two^ we reached a grassy 

plain, where this aninuil abuoiidcd ; and, as the sun 
rose over the misty landscape, we descried a herd of 
about fifty. The antelope is one of the sharpest- 
fidghted and leenestHScented of all ammals, and being 
also the fleetest, the hunter would have great diffi- 
culty in taking it, were it not for another peculiarity 
m its nature, which renders it a comparatiyely easy 
prize. I rcfor to its curiosity; it is so inquisitive as 
almost invariably to approach, rather than run from, a 
strange object, unless badly frightened. The attrac- 
tion of highly colored cloths, particularly, is so great 
that it is often drawn into the very jaws of destruc- 
tion by running up to look at them. JbVequently I 
have decoyed a foolish herd within fifteen or twenty 
steps of my rifle, by merely holding up my handker- 



DigitizcKii 



46 ANTELOPE HUM^ 



chief, coat, or hat, or even mj hand or foot. To lie 
on one's back, with the feet in the air and the rifle 
between tbe legs, is a &yorite and verj saccessM 
mode of hunting them. 

When a herd of antelopes is feeding, one of the 
bucks, and sometimes more than one, stands upon the 
k>ok-oat. He generally selects an eminence a little 
apart from his companions, and continually snuflfe and 
whi& the air, throwmg his head in eveiy direction, 
and noticing eTefythmg calcolated to attract atten- 
Uuii. ii is easy to rLco^iiize him ; and if the hunter 
can succeed in deceiving or escaping his watchfulness, 
he finds no trouble in approaching the herd. Having 
iMs knowledge of the haHts of the animal, I gave 
my comrades instructions how to surround the game 
without alarming them, well knowing that if we could 
frighten them into a panic, there would be no diffi- 
culty in taking as many as wc required. They fol- 
lowed my directions imphcitly, and Pompey, when he 
reached his post, raised a red handkerchief, the flutter- 
ing of which soon attracted the notice of the antelope 
look-out. Upon observing it, the animal gave a sharp 
snort, and, bounding into the air, wheeled around and 
called the attention of the herd to the strange si^t. 
Immediately, the other Indians raised their handker- 
chiefs at other points ; and upon all closing in, the 
animals, seemg too late that they were surrounded, 
became bewildered, and, huddling up together, wheeled 
and tramped around in utter amazement, apparently 
not knowing what to do or where to go. 

In the meanwhile, taking care to keep our bodies 
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eoniGealed in ike long grata, ire had oonimned to 

approach ; and, being now within sixty yards of the 
panic-stricken animalSi I roso upon my Icct, took 
deliberate aim, and fired into their midst. Sykesey 
and Taolmnne followed the example, and the Lidians - 
discharged their arrows. I reloaded as quickly as 
possible, and fired a second shot ; then, dropping the 
rifle, pulled my levolTer in my right and my bowie- 
knife in my left hand, and nuhed into tiie thick of 
the herd, which continued wheeling and tramping 
around in a circle, seeing themselves sorromided on 
all ffides, and too much alarmed to fiy« At the same 
time my comrades rushed forward ; and we were soon 
all mixed up together, myself, the Indians, and the 
antelopes. Having discharged the shots of my pistal, 
I began plying my knife ; and as tiie Indians used 
theirs, wo wounded several that esca[)ed our fire- 
arms. In the midst of the excitement, a buck broke 
away from the herd and was immediately followed by 
all that were able to get away, some draggmg lamed 
limbs after them. As, however, b^l dead and five 
wounded lay before us, thm was no use pursuing 
the %ing band, and they were allowed to escape, 
although we might easily have procured a dozen 
. more. 

The field, as it was, was a field of carnage. Within 
the space of half an acre lay the bodies, some strug- 

gling still with life ; and the grass all around was 
sprinkled with blood. We soon despatched the 
wounded; and, dragging the eleven into a heap, 

purveyed oui' work with satisfaction. The Indians, 
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partioularlyi lodced m mHi astoniBhmeni, and said 

one to the other, that the white man was jiiuchee 
goodee killee muckHt-mucky — that is, a great hunter. 
I said that it was no great thing for a white man to 
plan a slaughter in that manner ; bat the Indians oon« 
tiiiucd to regard it as au cxtraordinarj feat ; and, 
from that time on, thej regaided me as a veiy great 
man, a Hya$ TyUy a great chief. 

It is usual, on tiie hunt, after killing large game, 
to open it and turn out the entrails, as well to lighten 
the load to be carried as to preserve the freshness 
and sweetness of the meat. Such would have been 
the course here; but considering that the hearts, 
livers, lungs, and other inward parts would make 
good provisions for our young bears, X ordered the 
bodies of the antelopes to be packed as Aey were. 
The mules were brought up ; three antelopes placed 
on each, — two lengthwise, and one crosswise on top; 
and, being firmly lashed to the saddles, they made 
good loads of about three hundred pounds. Packing 
is an art which requires some apprenticeship ; and, 
in countries where goods are transported ou the 
backs of animals, a skilful hand is a man of repute. 

Our mules bemg able to take but of the bodies, 
and there being five over, I determined, as a matter 
of experiment, to try what the Indians were made of, 
and proposed that each one, who would cany an 
antelope to camp without stopping, should have it 
for his pains. At the time of making the banter, I 
did not expect its acceptance; but Pompey's three 
friends directly picked up a body each and started 
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oC They did not oalculate the distaace, irhich was 
not less than three miles, but started off manfidly. 

There bcin^^ two bodies left, I directed Tuolumne to 
remain with them until my return with the mules; 
and the rest of us then proceeded after the stalwart 
Indians, and, in the course of a mile, overtook them. 
Their legs were already weakening under their bur- 
dens; and, in the course of a few hundred yards 
fbrther, one suddenly threw his load down and de» 
clared that he would carry no mare rnuck-a-muck ; 
and the two others followed his example. They had, 
however, done so well that I freely gave them the 
game, and, on my return, loaned them a mule to 
carry it the remainder of the way. Few or none 
of the Indians of California woold'LaTe exhibited so 
much perseverauce. 

Upon gettin*]^ back to Tuolumne, I found him lying 
in the grass, near his antelopes, but fast asleep. The 
sun had by this time risen high, and was darting fierce 
rays upon him ; but the boy was so completely over- 
come that he did not awake at my approach. I even 
packed the antelopes, and drove off a short distance ; 
and still he slumbered, perfectly xmconscious of all 
that transpired around him. This was culpable neg- 
lect on his pai't, and I determined to teach him a les- 
son. Accordingly, after concealing the loaded mule 
entu'ely out of sight, I encased myself in a bear-skin 
which ordinarily served the purpose of a blanket 
under the mule's saddle, and, Mding myself in the 
long grass near the sleeping fellow, nttered a savage 
growl, as nearly like that of a bear as possible. Tuo- 

8 
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lumoei being startled, sprang iu an instant to his feet, 
and stooped to seize his rifle, which laj at his side ; 
but I growled louder than before, and made a jump 
forwards. ~ At this demonstration, he wheeled, and 
rm as fast as his legs would earry him, inglonously 
leaving his rifle behind. The faster he ran, Hie faster 
I followed and the louder I growled. He looked 
over his shoulder once, but seeing himselt* pursued by 
a most savage and bloodthirsty animal, as he sup* 
posed, strained himself to the extent of his speed ; 
it was only with diihculty that his heels could be seen, 
fi>r the dust he raised. When he disappeared, I 
leisurely picked up his rifle, and, taking the mule, 
proceeded to camp. 

Upon arriving there, I found that Tuolumne had 
told a terrible story about being chased by a bear ; 
and the entire camp was in a great state of excitement 
at his account of the monster, which ho declared had 
pursued within a short distance of where they sat. 
Being willing to play the joke a little further, I did' 
not contradict the rcjiort, but affected to believe it, 
and amused myself with listening to his description 
of the bear, which he said was not so very large, but 
exceedingly fierce. 

When we turned into our blankets that night, I 
cautioned him to keep a good look-out. That bear," 
said I, <^ has got a smell of your meat, and he will be 
sure to call on you before moriiiiig." This frightened 
the poor fellow so much that he became violently 
excited. I continued to aggravate all tihe circum- 
stances which he had narrated, until he became pos* 
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itively alarmed ; when I reproached him for his 
cowardice, aod told all the particulars of my finding 
him asleep, packing and conceaEng the mule, how I 
had thrown the bear-skin over mj head, how I growled, 
how far I had chased him, and, indeed, ail the h/oia 
just as they occurred. But Tudumne could not, or 
would not, believe otherwise than that he had really 
heen pursued by a bear, and answered all our jokes 
at his expense by the reply that what he saw with 
his eyes he must believe. To such an extent will 
imagpxalion sometimes take possession of the senses, 
and, on small foundation, coigure up terrors which 
have no actual existence ! 
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CHArTEU VL 

TRAP BUILDING. 

ItetermiuAtion to build Traps. Tools. Coiutruotion of the Body of a Trap. 
Boon. Dead-fidl Arrangtiaieiit. Modm Operandi of a Trap. Ear^ Work. 
The BMiitiM of Morning. DMribiition of Libor. BteitliigliQit, Advn 
tofa wltli ft Blftck B«w. Atrandniit ▼•nboii. FhUowplij cf our Bimtiiig. 

Hating flras, by a few hunis and the many indi- 
cations on every side, fully convinced myself of the 
existence, in abundance, of fine game in the country, 
I determined immediately to build tarape ; for it was 
on them, and not on tiie rifle or the lasso, that any 
great reliance for the capture of living animals could 
be placed. We had already put off this work too 
long, and it would not do to delay any longer. We 
therefore at once proceeded to select position^* lor 
three traps, choosing such places as the game most 
frequented, and where the materials for the buildmg 
could be most conyeniently procured. As for tools, 
they were a portion of the outfit which we brought 
from California, consisting of axes, saws, hatchets, 
angers, chisels, picks, shovels, and drawing-knires. 
Witti these we commenced our labors, and, having 
anticipations of great success, worked with alacrity 
and perseyerance. 

There are reqmred, for the construction of a good 
trap, about seventy pieces of timber, and a large num- 
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ber of wooden pins. It is usually made in size about 
ten feet long, five wide, and five high. When the 
ground is selected and levelled ofl^ two parallel 
trenches are dug, into which the sleepers are laid ; 
and upon these is pinned the floor, which consists of 
logs {daced aide by side, resembling a section of cor- 
duroy road. The ades are made by placing a num- 
ber of large timbers, similar to the sleepers, one above 
the other, and pinning them firmly together, so that 
solid walla of timber are fonned ; and upon Uiese are 
pinned the top timbers, which resemble those of the 
bottom. Above these, along the sides, are laid what 
are called string-pieces, which are not only pinned 
down, but at the ends Aey are connected with the 
sleepei*s by perpendicular ties, made of limbs with 
crotches or hooks at their extremities. Thus bound, 
the body of tixe trap is very strong, and mig^t be 
turned oyer repeatedly, like a box open at the ends* 
without displacing a timber. But, for the purpose of 
making it still stronger, a spot is generally selected 
between two trees, into which the side timbers, be- 
sides being fastened together, are also pinned, doub- 
Img the strength. Where there are no trees, posts 
are generally planted for tiie same purpose; or 
where there is one tree, a post is used on the other 
ade. Strength is the great object. 

The doors are made of split boards a few inches 
thick, pmned together crosswise in a square form of 
the required size. They are intended to slide up 
and down m grooves, made by pinmng slats at the 
ends of the trap. When they are down, tiie trap is 
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perfectly inclofled, a oomplete box. Bat the most 

nice and particular work is the apparatus for setting 
and Bpringjoig the doors. Two upright, forked pieces 
of woody a few feet liigh, are mortised into tibe nuddle 
of the string-pieces, one on each side ; and in their 
forks rests a beam. Over this beam play two levers, 
eight or lune feet long, to the outer ends of which, 
by short chains or ropes, the doors are attached. 
The butt-ends of these levers are sharpened, to fit 
the notches of a small but important piece of timber, 
which holds them in tiieir places. The levers lying 
across the beam, ^vith the weight of the doors at their 
outer ends, there is a strain tending to draw their 
butt-ends apart ; the notched stick supports this 
strain, and holds them in position. While the levers, 
and by them the doors, are held up by the notched 
stick, the stick itself is held by tlie levers, — the whole 
being a sort of self-sustaining, double dead-fall arrange- 
meut. The bait is attached, by a rope running up 
through a hole in the top of the traji, to this notched 
stick ; so that if an animal enters the trap, and jerks 
at the bait, it pulls tiie notched stick away, and dis- 
places the levers from the notches ; and the doors, 
being no longer supported, of course &11, and tiie 
animal is inclosed. Such is the common double-doof 
trap of the mountains : bufc somcLiiiics onlj one door 
is made, and the arrangement is somewhat simpler. 

The three traps occupied our time for a couple of 
weeks; and we labored steadily, gomg out early 
every morning to our work. It has always been niy 
opinion that an hour before sumise is wortii two after* 
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wards ; the mmd is then clear and the body firesh ; 

and it was my practice, therefore, to rouse the camp 
and get upon the way even in advance of Am*ora. 
A person who has not experienced the influence of 
an eaorly, calm, summer morning, with the heavens 
lighting up in a crimson glow above, and the birda 
wakening into song around him, may perhaps imag- 
ine, but cannot feel the beauiy and joyousness of 
the scene. 

During the first days of the building, we took the 
mules with ns, for the purpose of hauling the logs 
together in such pla^ as had been selected for the 
traps. These spots were several miles apart, but all 
in ravines where timber-trees were plenty. In some 
cases, little hauling was necessary ; but in others, logs 
had to bo brought from some distance ; and this labor 
was generally attended to by the boys, while bykesey 
and I, being more expert with the tools, hewed and 
hacked. Everything went well fall we came to make 
the doors of the first trap ; when, having occasion to 
spUt a straighirgrained but tough log, we experienced 
difficulty, and for some time did not know how to man- 
age it. Tlie axe was not enough, nor would wedges 
work as well as could be wished ; and, after several 
ineffectual trials, we found that some olher {dan must 
be adopted. I remembered a method of splitting 
logs sometimes practised in the forests of New Eng- 
land, and determined to try it. This was to bore an 
auger-hole in the log, and load it with gunpowder, in 
cLc same mainior that Ijhists iu rocks are charged. 
It succeeded admirably, rending the iimber into two 
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eqoal jdeces ; aBser which it was easy to split it iqi 
into boardB with our axes and wedges. In this manr 

ner wc worked up other logs, until there were boards 
sufficient. 

During an the period of our labor our rifles were 
always within reach, and on the way to and from ike 

traps they were mvariably upon our shoulders. One 
morning, as we were thus on our way, we obaenred 
a black bear on a hill-dde ahead, which appeared to 

be cither eating grass or di<:ging roots. 1 resolved 
to slay it, and, giving the mules over to the care of 
the boys, directed Sykesey to take one direction and 
I would take another, to get aboye ihe beast and 
slioot it. It was preconcerted that he should fire 
first ; and, upon reaching the spot pointed out, he did 
so; but the ball struck tibe bowels instead of the 
vitals of the beast, and seemed rather to madden 
than disable. It tore up the grass and dirt at a fear- 
ful rate, and looked about for its enemy. Meanwhile, 
I endeavored to procure a shot at the heart, but was 
not able to do so, on account of its violent motions 
and, thereibre, trusting to chances, rose with my riiia 
at my face, and uttered a yell. At this, the beat 
turned, and I fired ; but with little better effect than 
Sykesey ; the animal only reeled and staggered for 
a moment, and then ran towards a thicket about a 
hundred yards distant. I immediately dropped the 
ritle, and, (IrriAviiig iny revolver and knife, rushed after 
it ; and so closely, that, suddenly facing about, it made 
at me openjawed, within a few feet. Being prepared 
for this, however, I discharged my pistol in its fieuse ; 



Digitized by Google 



TRAP BUILDING. 67 

ttie ball paased throttgh the nose into the bran, and 
{he brute fell over backwairda, dead. We left the 

boys to (|uai*tcr and pack the meat to camp, aud pro- 
ceededy as usual, to our work. 

As the traps were completed, one after the other, 
we baited them with pieces of fresh venison. Deer 
were plenty, and fell before our rifles in unconsidered 
numbers, affording a bountiful supply of provisions 
for our wants, and for barter with the Indians. I 
never killed game iu mere wantonness, nor allowed 
those under my control to do so ; but the hungry 
stomachs of two men at constant hard labor, and c{ 
two growing Indian boys, besides the traps, captive 
bears, and drying-poles, required an amount of flesh, 
which might surprise the uninformed. The exercise 
of a hunter creates a keen appetite, and, if successful, 
he is as dainty in his palate as other good livers, 
acceptmg none but choice cuts. For this reason, 
unless he have animals to feed with Ihe refuse, he 
sometimes makes great and inexcusable waste, ^vmg 
too much cause for the reproach of indiscriminate, 
slaughter, which is often laid at his door. 
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CHAPTEE VIL 

IN TMB CHAPAASAL. 

An o fwgrofw to Vradpiee. Back fomott SvHsent ti a Oikdy. SjtoHV^ 

Fright. My Attack. Sykesey shoots and runs. Escape of the Bear. 
Sykesey's Excuse nn-\ v.\y Reply. Conversation with Sykesey. Sykeaey 
confounded. Sykesey's Tropositlon. We enter the Chaparral. DiaeoTery 
Of the Bear. Uej Position. Effect of my Shot Her Wound*. Pletara 
of an Blk. A dmgmu Oomhat. Death of tb« Wk» Fortar-IioDM 
8lMk. 8mokiogaiMllMltlBgana|i. 

Opposite where we built our last trap was a lull 

composed of crumbling rocks, high and precipitous. 
It was covered with chaparral, and by the spreading 
and interlacing of creeping branches and vines, &e 
precipice appeared entirely overgrown with a thick 
and vigorous vegetation. One evening, as we were 
about ^ving over work for the day, my attention was 
attracted by a noise on tins hill ; and, upon casting 
my eyes upward, I beheld a large gnzzly bear coniini^ 
down, back foremost, allowing her weight to carry 
her, while she retarded what would otherwise haye 
been too rapid a descent by holding on to the rocks and 
bushes with her claws. So ludicrous was this mode 
of progression, — if coming do^Mi tail foremost can 
be called progresnon,— and so droll her moTcments 
in catchmg at every twig and branch in her course, 
that, but for the danger of my situation, I could have 
laughed outright. As, however, laughing or any other 
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nobe, under the oircmnstaiioeBi mig^fe have exposed 
08 to iinimiieiit perQ, I kept perfectly sSent, and beck- 
oned Sykesey to reach mc my rifle, wliicli wa^ leaning 
against a tree near where he stood. As he did so, 
I whispered that we were in a dangerotiB situation, 
and that it would require all our coolness and nerve 
to escape destruction. At the same time, I cautioned 
him to reserve his fire and be ready in case my shot 
should prove ineffectual ; and, at all events, to stand 
by me in case of cxticMiity. I spoke thus, because 
the fellow seemed frightened ; but this solemn talk 
frightened him still more ; he, however, promised 
to obey my instmciions, and stand by me fike a 
man. 

By this time the bear had slid down within shoot- 
ing distance ; but, her poation not presenting so ftir 

a mark as was desired, and there now nut being light 
enough to procure good aim, I was loth to hre ; nev- 
erthdess, feeling that it would be the only opportu- 
nity, and trusting to good fortune, I blazed away. 
The smoke hardiy lifted, and the echoes were hardly 
still, when, crack ! went Sykesey's nfle too ; and, 
upon looking around, I saw that he not only had 
fired, Ijiit liad also taken to his heels, and was run- 
ning as fast as his legis would cany him, leaving me 
to take the chances alone. There was, however, no 
time to reprove tins cowardly conduct, for tiie bear 
now came down with a tumbling plunge, and I drew 
my bowie-knife in the expectation of an immediate 
and dose conflict. Indeed, I braced myself for a 
deadly encounter, when, very unexpectedly, the bear 
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rushed past, perhaps not seeing me, and bounded 
amy for the dense thicket m the rayine below* Her 
motions, and a few drops of blood wluch Biained her 
course, showed that she was badly woimdcd. Catch- 
ing up my riile, and reloading as quickly as possible, 
I pursued, in hopes of obtaimng aiiother shot and 
fimshmg the business ; but before I was able to over- 
take her she gained the thicket, which was too dense^ 
and it was now too dark, to attempt to enter* 

While this was taking place, Sykesey stopped in 
his flight, and, retracing his steps, now came up with 
a story that his gini had gone off prematurely, and 
that he supposed he must save himself the best way 
he could* It is to be expected," I replied, tfat^ 
a man will act according to Ids nature. Bravery 
ti'onts danger, and repels it ; but it is the character 
of a coward to run, though he drag after him, not 
only disgrace, but danger too." Indeed, I fdt crusty 
enough to have said still more severe things, on 
account of his cowardly conduct ; but I well knew 
that many other men would have acted precisely in 
the same manner, under similar circumstances. 

It was now dark, and wc were three miles from 
camp, A gpod part of the distance, too, was through 
chaparral, frequented by bears and other formidable 
animals, where an encounter might, at any time, and 
particularly in the evening, be expected. Sykesey 
knew this, and a^ed what I would do provided a 
bear shoold dispute our passage. My reply was, 
that it would be as easy to fight a bear in the night 
as in the daytime ; for, said I, a man has to die but 
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once, ftnd when his time comes, it comes. He re- 

joiaotl, that I might fight in the dark, ii' so disposed, 
but not to expect his help. " It is not hkely," said 
I, that a man iriU stand hat at night, who will ran 
in the day ; but do not be alarmed, you have the 
choice of staying ^vhere you are." At the mention 
of l^e dreadfdl aLternative of being left, the fellow 
was more alarmed than ever, and very gladly fol- 
lowed me, without another word. Fortunately for 
Mm, as well as for myself, perhaps, we were not ob- 
stracted in onr way, and reached camp without for- 
ifaer adyenture. 

Early the next morning, as usual, we started out 
for the purpose of working on the trap. As we 
passed ike thicket into which the bear had disap^ 
peared on the last evening, Sykesey remarked that 
she must have been badly wounded, and might be 
taken without difficulty. I rephed lhat if he would 
promise to exhibit a little more courage than the pre- 
vious evening, I was willing to enter the chapiirral, 
and look for her. He protested that he would stand 
by me ix) the last drop of his blood ; and, upon this 
assurance, I bade him follow. We thereupon dis- 
mounted, and, pursuing the bloody track of the bear, 
entered the thicket. The farther we penetrated, the 
thicker became the brosh ; and, presentiy, bo inter- 
laced and intertwined were the upper branches, that 
wo were compelled to get upon our hands and laiocs, 
and crawl. Thus we proceeded, I in front, and Syke- 
sey at my heels, for at least five hundred yards, but 
still could see nothing of the animal. 
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At last, we anhred in a spot where the diapairal 
was paitienlarly Udck, and it was difficult to proceed 

ftirther, even by crawHufj. I remarked to my com- 
panion that we must keep our weapons ready for inr 
stent nae, for, afaonld an attack he made upon us, 
there being no room to torn, and little to use our 
arms, we would bo in great danger. Had I not been 
confident, indeed, judging from the blood which dis- 
cdored the leares along the trail, that tiie bear would 
be too weak to do much injury, I would hardly have 
yentured into ^t dark and tangled place ; and 
Sykesey, upon looking ahead,- at once inx>po8ed to 
^Te up the search, and return. In h» opLobn, it 
was mere foolhardiuess thus to rush into tlie jaws of 
peril. I replied, that I had been taught long ago 
the lesson, never to commence a tlung and then back 
out, without good reasons ; and if tihe bear was there, 
I would find her. With these words, adjusting ray 
revolver and bowie-knife, but still holding my rifle, 
I advanced, peering about in every direction for the 
beast, which, as this was the tluckest portion of Ihe 
chaparral, and a likely place for a den, I thought 
could not be £Eur off. The idea was not incorrect ; 
I soon perceived a heap of ear&, and, cautiously 
approaching and looking over, 1 saw the bear lying 
in the den, with her head upon her paws, as if sleep- 
ing. I beckoned Sykesey to look, and he also saw 
her. I ilionght 6om his actions that he would draw 
back, without a blow ; but, catching him by the arm 
for a moment, I drew my rifle, and, takmg a sure 
and deliberate aim, pbced a ball at the butt of 
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fbe be&r*8 ear. The lead br^e thimii^ her dcolly bat 

there was no movement ; she was already dead. I 
turned to Sykesey, and remarked that he need not 
be alinned, she had g(»ie to eJieep £mv0r« ^^Wh»tl" 
Mid he, <<]8 she dead?'' Yes/' I replied, <<aiid 

cold too." 

We jumped down into the den, and turned the 
body OYer to find the wounds. My ball of the pro- 
YionB eyening had passed lluroii^ her lungs, and 
probably caused death immediately after she reached 
the den* We then drew our knives, skinned and cut 
her up, bore the quarters ani^hide out through the 
chaparral, and, packing them upon the mules, sent 
the boys with them to camp. 

Anotber adventore occurred about this same time, 
which might haye dost me my life ; this was a com- 
bat with an elk. The morning of the day we ex- 
pected to complete the trap, as fresh meat would be 
needed for bait, I sent my comrades ahead with the 
mules, but myself made a circuit for iihe purpose of 
killing a deer. In the coxirse of a few miles, I dis- 
covered a band of £ve or six elks. There was one 
of Aem, a splendid buck, with five anfleis, and mag- 
nificent bearing, which particularly attra<;ted my 
attention. Could he have been transported, as he 
stood there, into the midst of the world, poets and 
painters would have pud tribute to his beauty ; no 
stag of T^andseer lias a nobler mien, or more of the 
S{«rit of freedom in his limbs. 

It was impossible to approach nearer tiiaa seveniy- 
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fi?6 yttcb niiboat abnning the band ; and, ocmae- 

quently, I fired from that disianee. The buck 

and supposing him to be dead, I drew mj knife, and, 
as is the usual praoiice upon shoetbg an animal of 
this kmd, mshed up to cut his throat. Ttte elk, how- 
ever, was only wounded; and when I reached him, 
he suddenly sprang upon his feet, and jumped with 
his fore legs upon mj shoulders* This knocked the 
knife from my hands ; bat hastily drairing mj revdver, 
I discharged the barrels, one after the other, in quick 
succession, while hopping around to avoid his terrific 
lunges. Fortunatelyy^ne of my shots took efiect at 
the butt of Us ear, and stoimed him ; -whem, sdzing 
the opportunity to grasp my knife, I ran up, plunged 
it to the heart, and the red tide of hfe spouted from 
his side. I then ripped him up to the bearded throat, 
and turned the entrails out upon the ground. 

My neck and back were severely bruised, but not 
enough to prevent me from shouldering my rifle, pro* 
ceeding to tiie trap, and working there steadily until 
8undo\vn. in the evening, we passed by the spot, 
packed the meat to camp, and had a noble roast. 
While enjoying a dainty cut, I could not help remark- 
ing that it was as good as any porter-house steak ; 
upon which observation, Tuolumne, who was of an 
inquiring mind, asked what was the meaning of 

porterhouse steak." I ezphined to him, as well as 
I could, that it was the choice cut of a beef. This 
casual conversation gave us a phrase of ^vhich we 
did not hear the last for many days ; for Tuolumne 
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"was so impressed with the sound, that he used the 
words, porter-house steak/' long afterwards^ to ex- 
press the dimaz of ezcellenee. 

The next day after i^, we completed tiie trap, 
and, as soon ag it was finished, Tuolumne, at my direo- 
tioa, gathered a lot of old wood, punk, and grasSy 
and gave it a good smoking. The object of this was 
to darken the timbers, and to ^ve them an oldish 
smell. He then took a quarter of the elk meat, and, 
tying it to the saddle with a lariat, dragged it a con- 
siderable distance around the trap, so as to leaye a 
strons: scent upon the ground. Then halting the 
trap, and nicely setting it, we packed our tools upon 
a mule, and, leaving eyerytlung in order, returned to 
camp. We had now three good traps, and reposed, 
with excellent hopes of success in a short time. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

B£A& EDUCATION* 

3Qic PhilOBophy of Education. My Black Bear Cub? Bxperimpnf w!fh the 
Cub". 1 h(^ou\c & Pater Familias, The Grimly Cubs. Lady Washington. 
i'imi Lefidon to Lady VVaahington. Its Effect. Second Lesson to lAdy 
WMUQCtoo. jMkaoa's Ototiiiaqr- A Lmmii to hliii. Hie SobmtMinn 
The SdexMse of Phyalogniymy. Bdocational CapabtUtiM of Beais. 

The high utate of traiumg to which flereral of my 
bears were brouglit, wiH fonn an interesting part 

mj story ; and, as they subsequently became my con- 
stant oompanions in all my wanderings and upon 
many of my himis, fte manner in which tiiey were 
educated deserves careful and particular menlion. It 
18 with bears aa it is with children, — although much 
allowance is to be made for the stock from which 
ihey spring, yet, if the right course be taken, their 
natural characters may be modified and improved to 
such a degree as to be a subject of wonder. Taking, 
for example, my own case, — with all my natural incli- 
nallons for the wild and adTenturous life of the forest, 
I am satisfied that traliilng might have made me a 
peaceful and contented burgher all the days of my 
life. This, my belief, is strengthened by what is to 
be seen in the world every day ; and more so, because, 
with much less capable pupils than human beings, I 
myself have changed savage and ferocious natures to 
affection and genlieness. 
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My pets now amounted to four : the black cubs, 
which had been caught in oar way throug)i Oregon, 
and l&e grizzlies, lately taken. The former, which 
were quite young, and which were by natui-e of much 
milder disposition than the grizzly cubs, were already 
tame ^ough to follow us about camp, almost like 
dogs. They were frequently allowed to ran perfectly 
free, and would play around us without the slightest 
desire to leave. On the contrary, they became so 
much attached to our persons that it was difficult to 
prevent them following wherever we went. If we 
moved but a short distance, they would jump up 
and pursue ; and such was their watchfidness, that 
it was almost imposnble to escape their vigilance* 
Many a time, when, apparently worn out with their 
gambols, ihey seemed to be asleep, did I endeavor to 
steal away unobserved ; but never did they fail in a 
short time to discover my absence, and then they 
would run searching to find where I had gone. 

One night I resolved to try a new experiment with 
tiie black cubs ; this was to have them sleep by me. 
Upon spreading ray blanket to retire, I drove a stake 
near my feet, and tied them to it. Making them lie 
down ade by dde, I then spread a comer of the 
Manket over them, and felt as responsible and proud 
as any pater familias in the abodes of civilization. 
During the night, my fondlings were a little trouble- 
some, and required me to rise several times ; but, 
with a little judicious boxing of their ears, they lay 
still at last, and we all passed a reasonably comfort- 
able night. 



Digitized by Cvj^.' v-c 



68 



BEAB EDUCAHON. 



'With the grinlies there was much more difficifHy ; 
not only on fteoount of their natural ferocity, bat 

because they were more than old. From the 

day on wkiok they were captured, we were compeiied 
to keep them chained; and, although they became 
by degrees more fiimiliar, tiiey did not show any di»* 
porition whatever Uy acknowledge a master. Lady 
WashingtoUy whom I had treated with the greatest 
kmdness, was parlioularly violoity and invariably would 
jmnp and snap at me, wheneTer within her reach. 
On one occasion, when she had nearly injured me 
seriously, I came to the determination to give her a 
castigation that wonld make her recollect me ; and I 
called my comrades to witness, and, if nccebsary, 
assist me in, this first lesson of subjection. 

I stepped back into a ravine, cut a good stoat 
cudgel, and, app»»dui>g iiith it in my haod, begy 
vigorously warming her jacket. This made her 
furious ; it would, indeed, be difficult to describe her 
violencoi the snarls she uttered, and the frothing 
anger she exhibited, — not that she was hurt, but she 
was so dreadfully aroused. My comrades, in view of 
the danger, cautioned me to desist; but, notwith- 
standing their fears and remonstrances, I continued 
trouncing her back, until finally she acknowledged 
herself well corrected, and lay down exhausted. It 
is, beyond question, a cruel spectacle to see a man 
Ihus taking an animal and whipping it into sabjec- 
tion; but when a bear has once grown uj), untutored, 
as large as the Lady was, this is the only way to 
lay the foundati<m of an education, — and the reffiilt 
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papoved the judiciousness of my course. In a short 
time ai'terward I patted her shaggy coat; and she 
gradually aasmned a milder aspect, which eatisfied 
me i^at the lesson had been benefi<nal, and that she 
would not soon forget it. As slie became cahner, I 
gave her a greater length of chain ; and, upon feed- 
ing her, she ate kindly and heartily, and gaye good 
promise of what she afterw ard hecame, — a most 
£uthfiil and affectionate servant, 

A week or two after this, I resumed the tnuning 
ai Lady Washington, being determined tiiat her edxK 
cation should not suffer for want of tuition. Every 
day she had been taught a httle ; but this was rather 
to keep her in mind of the first lesson, than to ^ye 
her a new one. On this latter occasion, having re- 
moved the chain and attached a lariat to her collar, 
I led her about camp, and found her much more 
tractable than was to have been expected. A fittle 
stubbornness she indeed showed at first ; but a few 
raps on her back reminded her of the duties she 
owed, and ^tirely removed ihe neoesdty of any 
more trouncing for tiie time bdng. Her education 
was as yet by no means complete ; but, even in learn- 
ing tins much, die had made remarkable profidency* 

The male grizdy cub, which had been named Jack- 
son, was even more difficult to be managed than Lady 
Washington. Upon an attempt being made to lead 
him, he would sit doggedly still, refusing to move, 
and growling defiantly. When his chain was pulled, 
he would place his paw upon it and bristle up, as 
mnch as to say, At your penlT' Indeed, all my 
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endeavors to do anytUiig with him, peaceably, were 
ineffeotoal ; and, as he seemed to be beoomixig fixed 

ill liis obstiuauj, I determined t ) triMt liim also with 
the necessary seventy. Accordingly, mounting a 
mole, having attached a laiiat, one end to his collar 
and the oilier to the pommd of the saddle, I dragged 
him along by main force. After being pulled thus a 
[^ort distance, he leaped at the mule's legs ; bat she 
kicked, and laid him sprawlbg on the grass. Being 
but little injured, however, he soon got up again ; but 
was a sadder and a wiser bear than ever before ; for, 
althou^ he braced himself for a few minutes against 
iny invitations to come along, he soon foond it was 
of no use to resist the odds against him, and sulkily 
followed, wherever I was pleased to lead* 

After leading hun about, thus, for some time, I 
jumped down from my mule, took the lariat in my 
hand, and led him in that manner; feeling certain 
that his evil spirit was overcome, and tiouit there was 
no danger in doing so. At one time, in a fit of 
returniiig obstinacy, he sat down aiid refused to 
move ; but a few whacks over the haunches recalled 
him to his proper senses, and he a^dn followed me. 
In fine, upon tying him to his tree, I felt safe in 
approaching, patting him upon the head, and scratch- 
ing his neck, — actions which are grateful to the 
b^ as well as to most other animals; and he 
received these favors wiih a pleasant countenaiicc. 
It was easy to see that he might be considered as 
reclauned* 

Cerlain philosophers have taught a sdence, called 



Digitized by G<.jv.' .ic 



BBAB IDUa&XIOII. 



n 



plijsiognomy, in which they profess to find an index 
to character in the form of the £M3e. If character 
irere an attribute of the &C6, Ibere mi^t be some 
plausibility in the science ; but hardly otherwise. It 
is certain, however, that the face is iicquently an 
index of the emotions; there seem to be eertain 
muscles caUed mto action by certain feelings ; and 
an experienced eye wiU seldom misinterpret this lan- 
goage of the features. The repeated exercise of 
these muscles may g^ve a cast to the face, indicatiye 
of the general character, and thus partially sustain 
the claims of physiognomy ; and, so far, the science 
applies as well to beasts as men* When, therefore,^ 
I say that Jackson had a pleasant countenance, I 
mean that his face expressed a good and jiubmissive 
Bpii'it. 

Such was the commencement of my bear taming ; 

the subsequent steps, and an account of the various 
degrees of docility to which my pets arrived, are 
woven almost inseparably into my narrative. Erom 
aU my experience, and from what has reached.me in 
the way of unquestionable iufurmation, the conviction is 
pressed upon my mind that the grizzly bear possesses 
a nature which, if taken in time and carefully im- 
proved, may be made the perfection of animal good- 
ness. At birth, like the dog and the cat tribe, his 
eyes are closed ; but in the course of a week or ten 
days, when they open, he is as good4iumored, and 
even more playful, than they. From this period, if 
left in a state of wildness, with his ferocious dam to 
watch oyer and Instruct him, he becomes gradually 
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Diorc and more savage, until be roams the forest, an 
untamable and dreaded despot. But if, on the coi^ 
traiy, he be taken at that early age^ his playfalnefla 
fostered, accustomed to the sight and sedulous atten- 
tions of his master, and managed with a £rm, but at 
the same time, gentle hand, he grows up a deyoted 
fiiend, exhibiting sneh remarkable qualities of domes- 
tication as almost to lead one to supjjose that he was 
intended, as well aa the dog, for the companionship of 
maiu 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A DAY AND NIGUT'S ADYENTUBES. . 

Search for Antelope?, The Meaning of Tack-Sbip. A Nibble at a Trap. Dis- 
covery of a Puck of Wolves. Philosophy of a Uiile's Sights. Attack upoa 
the Wotm. Ito Effect. Pnnnilt. A mmn Bite. Monntidii Water-Oave. 
An ineoosldenito Seoattog THp. Adventare with a Ck>yote. Lost. A 
Panther's Scream. My Alarm. Charact<^r of the Panther. Withrlraw.il of 
the Panther. My Situation. Rule of Ciiinp. The Glimmer of the C;imp 
Fire. My Prostration. More of Mountain Water-Cure. The Philosophy 
of Curing Wounds. 

In a few days after the completion of our traps 
we devoted ourselves to the hunt again; and, in a 
short time, abundantly replenished our diminished 
stores. One day the boys succeeded in finding a 
large band of antelopes, of which they killed four; 
and the next morning I took Tuolumne and tho 
mules, and followed in the direction the ammals had 
gone, with hopes of overtaking them. We rode four 
or five miles without seeuig any traces of them, and 
at last I remarked that we had better tack-ship and 
put about. Here was another expression, which the 
Indian boy did not understand, and wished to havo 
explained. I replied that tack-ship " was a sear 
phrase, which meant to turn off at an angle &om 
one's course and go in another direction. We ac- 
cordingly altered our route, and hunted towards other 
quarters, but still without success. 

4 
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One of the traps being not &r distant from our 
position, upon giving up tlio morning hunt we pro* 
ceeded to it, and discovered the tracks of a wolf 
about it. The animal had evidently been on the 

inside of the sinictiirc and takou u ]>ortion of the 
b^t, and it was a mystery why he had not been 
caught I but this was explained on further inspection ; 
for the trap had been so unskilfully set that it would 
nofc spring. The fault being remedied, I remarked 
that we would surely have a wolf the next morning. 

How did I know that ? " Tuolunme asked. I an- 
swered that it was to be inferred from the nature of 
the wolf that the visitor of the previous night would 
return. 

It being now nearly noon, when no game was likely 
to stir abroad, wc lay down under the shade of a 
tree and remained until the heat of the day was 
somewhat over; then, mounting again, we started 
off over the hills in a direction we had never before 
been. We travelled five or six miles beyond tho 
trap, and came upon a gang of large black wolves. 
My first thought, upon seeing them, was not to fire, 
as they might be the wolves tliut visited the trap ; but, 
upon second thought, I concluded that, being so far 
distant, they might not be the same, and, at any rate, 
it was best to secure theur hides at once, and run the 
chances of others at the trap. I had their value for 
lobos leggins before my eyes, and, accordingly, deter- 
mined upon an attack. 

The wolves were in a deep ravine and we on a high 
predpice, almost directly over them, — a situation 
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un&vorable for shooting, for fhe reason that a rifle's 

sights are arranged to make allowance for the fall 
of the ball when discharged upon a level. Upon 
shooting directly downward or directly upward, there 
is no fall of this kmd, and, therefore, the gun must 
not be aimed directly at the object. On this ac- 
count, I directed Tuolumne to single out a wolf and 
urn at his knees, wMie I would do the same with 
another ; and, upon firinir, my wolf fell. The rest 
of the gang immediately liuddled around it, having 
neither seen us nor heard the report of my rifle, 
owing to the hill upon which we were ; this being 
often the case, that a noise on a height is not heard 
in a confined valley below. Tuolumne's piece having 
only snapped, I took it now, and, handing him mine 
to reload, made another shot, and this ball passed 
through the spine of a second wolf into the shoulder 
of a third. Tuolumne then handed me my own rifle 
reloaded, but the wolves, by this time, had become 
alarmed and made off ; all, with the exception of two, 
which lay dead upon the ground, and a third, which 
was hopping away with a broken shoulder. 

Having no thought of any difficulty, I dropped my 
rifle, drew my knife, climbed down the precipice, and 
gave the wounded wolf chase. Upon overtaking, I 
seized him by the tail and threw him upon the 
ground, with the object of stabbing him ; but, by an 
unexpected turn, he snapped at my right fore arm and 
completely penetoted it with his fangs, and so potent 
was the bite that l^e knife dropped from my unnerved 
hand. For a few moments the pain was excessive ; 
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but ^vlien the first paroxysm was a little over, I drew 
my revolver, and fiuisked the beast by a shot in the 
heart. Upon turning up mj buckskin sleeve, the 
blood flowed profusely, and ilie wound showed itself 
to be severe ; one of much less severity, received 
irom a coyote bite since my return irom the wilder- 
ness, and the help of three surgeons, kept my arm in 
a sling eight months, and came near costing me my 
hand. 

But, in the mountains, I acted as my own doctor, 
and practised the water-cure system with <^a eat sue* 

cess. I therefore merely directed Tuolunino, wlieu 
he had loaded his rifle and came up, to wet my hand- 
kerchief in cold water and wrap it tightly about the 
wound. In civilized life, when an injury of this kind 
is received, it is poulticed and bandaged ; sometimes 
probed and lanced; and, frequently, very bad work 
indeed is the result; but experience has taught me 
that cold water and nature are apt to be better than 
salves and doctors ; and I would undertake to cure 
almost any bite, not poisonous, by simply dressing it 
with cold water. A simple cut of the finger by 
nature heals rapidly, but, if plastered up, remams 
sore many days. 

Feeling comfortable after the water-dressing, I 
directed Tuoluuiuo to pack the bodies of the wolves 
upon the mules, and proceed to camp, while I would 
scout around and examine the country which we had 
not yet visited. He asked what I would do with my 
lame arm if attacked. I replied, that there was 
nothing to fear; it did not occur to me that there 
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could be- any danger, but my over-great confidence 
betrayed me and brought me into confusioD, as will 
be seen. 

At first, I walked a considerable distance without 
meeting anything "worthy of attention; when, sud- 
denly, an animal bomided furiously finom behind a 
clump of brash and startled me. li had by this 
time become dusky ; and, if a dangerous beast should 
bare attacked me, my situation would have been 
perilous; but, upon turning to ^e the assailant, 
what was my disgust tu find nothing but a saucy 
coyote, not worth a charge of powder. I disdained 
to notice him, and passed on ; but the whelp, {mann- 
ing, probably, that my contempt was fear, followed, 
barking and howling, keeping just far enough behind 
tiiat a kick would not reach him. Such conduct, 
even in a brute, provoked me ; and, drawing my re- 
volver, 1 cried, Die, base beast, unworthy the boon 
of life ; take the reward of your audacity." A shot 
felled him ; when, placing my foot upon his neck and 
plunging my knife' through his heart, I exclaimed, 

Die, coward of the wilderness ! " and kicked the 
body from me. 

Besuming my road, but not being fifi.miliar with the 
Ian li narks in the darkness which now lowered over 
the landscape, I steered for a distant hill. I judged 
fix>m the stars, the chief guides of the hunter in 
moonless nights, that it lay in the direction of camp ; 
but, upon reacliing it, the country still continued to 
be stran<i;e ; and at last the consciousness flashed across 
my mind that I was lost. Here was a dilemma: 
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-vvliich way to turn, I knew not, and I could only 
stand looking about me and reiBecting upon what was 
best to be done. I bad lost much blood, felt tired 
and weak, and wonld have sat down, but I was sud- 
denly aroused and again startled by the scream of a 
panther in dreadfully close proximity, — so close, that 
it seemed to be but a few yards behind me. I cannot 
tell what might have been my fate if attacked by the 
panther at such a disadvantage in the night, but I 
thought that if it were possible to catoh the glisten 
of his eyes, I nught plant a bullet between them. To 
make an effort, at least, and sell my Hfe dearly, I 
raised my rifle and waited for him. Even to this 
day, the remembrance of the feelings with which I 
stood there, beyond the reach of help, in utter dark- 
ness, with a lame arm, weak aud hungry, and with a 
bloodthirsty beast upon my track, is distinct* 

The panther, notwithstanding Ibe many stories re- 
lated of his daring, has always appeared to mo a very 
cowardly animal. He never dares to meet an adver- 
sary face to face ; and when he attacks^ it is always 
by springbg firom a covert, witii the advantage all on 
his own side. He seeks his prey by night ; chooses 
lurking-places in trees, rocks, bushes, and other spots ; 
and springs only when the victim is unprepared to 
defend itself. Such being the character uf the ani- 
mal, 1 feared only an ambush, and strained my eyes 
to discover him crouched for a spring ; and this was 
the only time in my life that I thought I needed four 
eyes to look out for my own preservation. Under 
ordinary circumstances, a brave man, with pistol and 
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knife, can protect himself against any panther ; but 
with a lame arm, and weak from hunger and fatigue, 
I might have been badly injared, perhaps killed. 

While coBsideiing matters in this light, the panther 
screamed a second time, apparently as close as before, 
but on the other side. I thouglit he was hunting out 
a &Yarable place for an attack ; but again it seemed 
to me that, if such were the case, he would not give 
notice of his presence by screaming. My vigilancCi 
howeYer, was none the less active, and my finger kept 
its place upon tiie trigger of my rifle until the beast 
screamed the third time. This, by good fortune, was 
at a distance to windward ; and it was evident, from 
this drcmnstance, that he had passed on some other 
trail, and I felt very much relieved. 

Being thus free &om apprehensions of the panther, 
I had leisure to consider where I was. The stars 
continued to point out tiie direction of camp, but 
could tell me nothing more, and none of the trees or 
rocks around were famihar. There happened to be 
a small pine-tree, with low limbs, not far distant ; and, 
in my uncertainty, I climbed it to get a wider view, 
and, if possible, to catch the reflection of the brilliant 
camp fire which it is the rule of hunters to make 
when a comrade is oat at night. Whfle peering into 
the darkness, I heard the panther scream for the 
fourth and last time, at a great distance, showing that 
be was leaving the neighborhood, and, as is often the 
ease with this animal when travelling at night, utter- 
ing his ciiaracteristic scream or shriek at short inter- 
vals ten or fifteen mmutes. 
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Meanwhile a faint glimmer flickered in the sl^, 
and by degrees lightened up, assuring me tiiat it came 

from camp, and that my comrades were stirring up 
the blaae for my benefit. With a cheerful heart, I 
now slipped down from the tree and hastened in the 
direction ; but a hill and a ravine, which were rough 
and difficult to pass, still sc[)arated me from camp. 
However, I pressed forwards on my way, blunder- 
ing and stumbling over the brush and stones which 
obstructed my path at every step. The ncai-er 
I approached, the greater became my weakness ; 
at one moment, I would stumble and roll over witii 
scare 1 J } »wer to rise again ; at another, I felt an 
almost uncontrollable desire to sleep, but still man- 
aged to drag my tired limbs along till within hailing 
distance, when I hallooed and sank down exhausted. 
My comrades fortunately heard the faint shout and 
came to my assistance, but it was inij t ssible to answer 
their curiosity and alann* I could only say, as they 
half led and half carried me to the fire, Grive me 
water ; give me food ! " A delicious drink revived 
my sunken powers almost instantaneously ; and after 
eating heartily of roast venison, which awaited my 
coming, I felt like a new man* It was thirst and 
hmiger, rather than fatigue, which had enfeebled me. 

Before turning into my blankets that night, I re* 
moved the bandages from my arm, and directed 
. Tuolumne to pour a stream of cold ^vatcr upon my 
wounds. Used thus, the water at first feels very 
cold, but by degrees becomes apparently more mod- 
erate ; when it feels warm, it is proper to desist and 
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replace tiie bandages, which should be moistened 
again. Such was ilie course now taken,— tiie arm 

being bound tightly from the shoulder to the fingers. 
This mountain surgery was very effective, — or, to saj 
the worst of it, did no hann« The next morning, the 
soreness was gone, and the arm much better than 
I anticipated. Sykesey thought such a bite would 
have laid a person up for a week; but that, I re- 
plied, depended much npon the person bitten* A 
wound, to be rapidly cured, requires a healthy, heal- 
ing blood, — the result of an active and temperate 
life, — and also careful attention; but it is not to 
be. expected Oat everybody and eveiy wound can be 
cured in the same way. 

♦ 

4« 
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CHAPTER X. 

CAMT LIFE. 

The Camp — what it was. How we slept. My Bed. My Sleep. Early Rising. 
Ihities of tlie early Morning. BtMkibsL OttUnuy UleiiiQi. Lnndi. 
Bteto hung In Trees. Dinner. After Dinner. Wild TobMOO. SoeU 

ETenings. Tales around the Camp Fire. My Mountaineer Pliilosophy in 

rnlif)niin. Change of Condition. Our Political OrganiKition. Our 
Foreign Kelations. TTiterconr:^(' M-ith the Indians. A visit of State to 
Kennasket. The great Ciiiefs great Present. Ceremonies. liistoiy of 
the Treesture. 

In the previous pages ^vhen I liave S]>oken of 
" camp," the reader may iiave sup|K)se(l that refei> 
ence was had to some regular fortiacation, a cabin, 
or at least a tent ; it was nothuig of the kind. My 
camp consisted merely of a convenient spot where 
wood, water, and herbage were near at hand. There 
we would unpack our mules, turn them out to graze, 
and build a large fire, which was seldom allowed to 
go down. In the day, this fire served for cuHnarj 
purposes ; at night, for warmth and protection* I 
slept invariably in my blankets, upon the ground ; 
lic vcr ill any house, or within any iiiclosure, unless the 
weather was rainy, when a few boughs, disposed into a 
kmd of booth, would constitute ail my shelter &om the 
elements. On a few occasions, a blanket was spread 
to keep off the rain or dampness ; but, as a general 
rule^ mj bed was entu:ely exposed. 
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My comrades were accustomed to crowd about the 
fire, and lie with their feet fairly toasting at the 
coals. It was my practice, on the contrary, to re- 
moYC a short distance, and sleep in the dark, so that, 
m case of attack I might have a better view of in- 
truders, and myself not be seen. My bed consisted 
of coarse and heavy blankets, with a bag full of dried 
grass, by way of pillow ; and, as there was always 
danger of being waked by wild beasts or tiueves, my 
rifle was kept constantly wrapped with me in the 
blankets, — thus protected &om the dew, as well as 
being always ready for use at an instant's warning. 
My other weapons were likewise kept about me, ever 
ready ibr any occasion of peril which might arise. 
Nor was my sleep any the more troubled on account 
of this hard bed and this liability to disturbance. 
Rai'cly did I pass a night that the howls of wolves 
and coyotes, or the shrieks of panthers, did not lull 
me to slumber ; but never was my sleep sounder or 
more refreshing. Tlic active life I led, early rising, 
a generous flow of animal spirits, and a simple and 
temperate diet, made my rest at night sweet and 
grateful, beyond all the capabilities of feather^eds 
and spring mattresses. 

I was an early riser ; seldom did the morning star 
see me asleep; often before the sun rose from his 
crimson couch was I out upon the hunt. My usual 
practice, after rising, was to rouse my companions, 
and put one of them to making breakfast, while an- 
other attended the mules. In the mean time, T pro- 
ceeded to my pets, and spent the interval before 
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breakfast Id feeding, watering, and training them. 
They were chained to trees near the spring, and not 
far from where I slept, so that, it may be said, we 

all camped together. 

Breakfast consistedi ^ generallj, of fresh meat 
broiled npon the coals, or roasted on spits before 
tlie fire ; and we drank only water, except some- 
times, when not in a hony for a hunt, when coiee 
or tea was made, if we had them ; if we did not 
have them, roasted acorns or other seeds served 
as a substitute for coffee, and different sorts of fra- 
grant herbs for tea. A few kettles and pots of 
civihzed manufacture, we used, when necessary for 
our eooldng, but for general purposes Indian nten- 
sils. One of these, which was of great service, was 
a pail made of solid wood, in form like a washbowl, 
irith a flat bottom, and capable of holding about two 
gallons. The natives made it by hcatiiiii; an end of 
a long stone redhot, wrapping the other cud in bark, 
80 as to hold it in the hands, and grinding and rub* 
bing with it in the wood, until the bowl was burnt out. 
Bowls and dishes, likewise, they malcc in the same 
way, and value highly — it requiiing much time, care, 
trouble, and sldll to fashion them. 

As the day was generally spent away from camp, 
we carried lunch along with us on our excursions, 
and this consisted of strips of meat dried in the sun. 
Wlule at work upon a trap or other structure requir- 
ing time, we kept a bag of this moat, suspended in a 
tree near the scene of labor, from which we used, 
as required, — occasionally roasting it, to render it 
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more edible and |>alatable. Fresh meat at camp, 

and indeed wherever we had it, was invariably 
Bwung id trees, being tied to a lariat, which was 
passed over a hmb and hoisted up ; it was tiius kept 
out of the reach of prowling bea^U until needed, 
when it waa easily lowered. 

Dimier was our chief meal ; but the time at which 
we enjoyed it was irregular, depending upon many 
circumstances ; being sometimes delayed until the 
middle of the night, though usually taking place 
ahortlf after sundown* This meal rarely wanted an 
excellent roast, and good drink of its kind ; also 
such cakes and bread as we could make, and many 
little delicacies which nature threw with lavish hand 
before us. Plums, cherries, berries of yarious kmds, 
small game of all varieties, which the region afforded, 
and a thousand little titbits which our experience 
taught, or our ingenuity devised, graced our board 
at tins meal. Frequently have I dined at the Astor 
House, in New York, and at first-class hotels in va- 
rious parts of the Union, and have eaten as splen- 
did dinners as the best cooks in the country ever 
spread, but for real good relish, give me a camp- 
dinner in the mountain;s. A mountain appetite is 
more savory than the richest dish ever conceived by 
a French gourmand. 

It depended upon the time of our reaching camp 
from our daily labors, whether we played with our 
pets in the evening. If early, it was my practice 
to spend several hours feeding, and, when occasion 
served, training them. On other occasions, but not 
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often, after fimshing dimier, I would get oat my old 

pipe and smoke. A little of the tobacco of com- 
merce generally constituted a part of mj stores ; but, 
if not) the wild tobacco^ which grows plenteously in 
the mountains of Oalifomia, Oregon, and Washing- 
ton, and, iu places also on the plains, served as a tol- 
erable substitute. 

The social part of our camp life was in the even- 
ing, before bedtime. After finishing the labors of 
the day, we would heap large log^ of wood upon our 
fire, such as would last till morning, and gatiiering 
about the eheerful blaze, sit, sometimes hour after 
hour, discussing the events of our campaign, or tell- 
ing stories* Many a strange adventure was told at 
my fire ; and sometimes, when other hunters spent 
the night with me, as they occasionally did, have I 
heard narratives calculated to draw forth the deepest 
emotions. The scene around us, Ae howls of wild 
beasts in the distance, the flickering light, the strange 
figures which we ourselves made in our uncouth 
dresses, and the graphic words and gestures which 
the woodsman and hunter learns to call to his aid, 
aU conspired to make those evenings as varied and 
entertaining as the most eventful chapters of east- 
em romance. I have thus heard tales rivalling the 
Spanish novels in richness, and narratives that would 
have put Gulliver or Munchausen to the blush. 

Upon first entering the mountains in California, I 
carried all my cares as well as all my property with 
me, taking no thought of others, having only myself 
and my oxen to provide for. In plain terms, I was a 
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misanthrope, and looked down from the mountjun 
crest upon the green plains and busj settlements 
beloW) with the disdainful aprit of an eagle from an 
inaccesfflble eyry. But witii a change in my circom-* 
stances, my feelings also changed. As ray little 
camp increased, I beg;an to know again that I had 
duties and ofoligatioDB to fulfil towards otiiers; as 
responnbility rested beayier and heayier upon my 
shoulders, I gradually threw aside my indifference, 
and instead of entirely following the narrow maxim 
of ^^mind your own business/' I gradually learned 
the lesson of enlightened minds, tiiat one's own 
business embraces the business of others too. Upon 
leading my little company up into Washington, far 
removed, as it were, from the laws and jurisdiction 
of government, quite a burden of responsibility 
rested upon me, absolutely requiring at my hands 
participation and interest in everything that went 
forward. To all intents and purposes, indeed, I was 
a kind of sovereign, amenable in that remote quarter 
to no laws except those of (rod and nature ; but so 
well was I imbued with the spirit of mj country's 
free institutions, tliat no right was violated and nu 
liberty infringed, to my knowledge. 

Such bemg the condition of the domestic affairs 
of my camp, it may not be amiss to say a word of 
our foreign relations, if this phrase can be used with 
reference to the mdependent Indian establishment m 
our neighborhood. It had become evident to me, 
Bhurtl^' aiter reaching the country, that these Indians 
would have to be conciliated; particularly if any 
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£BLVors were to be asked ; and I therefore now paid 
more attention to the philoaophj of diplomacy and 
the arts of political interconrse than ever in my Bfe 

before. My advances U) the Indians, when contracfe* 
.ing for their horses, had been well received, and, 
fortanateljy the friendly and intimate relations, then 
commenced, lasted during my stay in tiie region. 
Notwithstanding the suspicion entertained by Kennas- 
ket of the faith of hunters in general, I had certainly 
found favor in his eyes ; and I determined, for the 
purpose of nurturing the good understanding so au- 
spiciously inaugurated, to pay a visit of state on the 
first opportunity, promptly settie off the score due, 
and thus, by &ir dealing, keep in his good graces* 
A day or two after my wolf liiint, accordingly, 
taldng the mules well packed, Tuoluame and I pro- 
ceeded to the Indian village. Upon approaching it^ 
we halted ; and Tuolumne went forward with a wlute 
flag to announce my arrival. I had learned that the 
Indians were fond of ceremony, and that it was both 
easy and profitable to humor their &ncies. To this 
embassy Kennasket returned answer, that Gray 
Beard was always welcome to his lodge ; and I at 
once drove the mules to his door and delivered their 
burdens of meat to his squaws. As the choice pieces 
were unpacked, the Chief seemed well satisfied, and 
volunteered the loan of his horses again ; to which I 
replied, that the Old Hunter was glad to keep his 
promises, and the red man could find no cause of 
complaint ; and we proceeded thereupon to compli- 
ment each other for a full half hour upon our 
respective virtues. 
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Having at last finished my bnanefls, I was about 
to withdraw, but Kennasket stayed me. He wished, 

he said, to mako the Avhito man a present, and he 
hoped the white mm, would keep it carefully as long 
aa he lived, in memoty of the Great Chief. The 
Great Chief's present should be sacred, I replied ; 
and he withdrew to procure it. lor some time, now, 
my mind was filled with visions of splendid oalumets, 
necklaces of bears' claws, Indian badges of honor, 
wampuai belts, ornaments of ])cad-work, and all the 
wardrobe of barbaric finery ; but what was my siir- 
prise to see the old fellow return with only a puppy 
in his arms, and that as black as any coal ! I coidd 
see Tuolumne snickering, and it was with difficulty 
that I restrained my own risibility ; but, nevertheless^ 
with an effort of philosophy, I managed to assmne a 
look of <rreat interest. The Great Chief meanwhile 
approached, knelt down before me, and, lilting his 
eyes and arms towards Heaven, muttered some 
almost inaudible words, and then presented the scrub 
as a great treasure. I received it with the most 
scrupulous ceremony, and, kneeling down in the same 
manner as the ^ver had done, deposited it m my 
bosom, and took care, until out of sight on my 
return to camp, to show nothing but the liveliest 
pleasure in the possession of the treasure. Little as 
was to have been expected then, I have kept my 
word w ith the Chief ; still possessing his remem- 
brance, which has grown but httle since puppyhood, 
but exhibits unexpected talents as a ratter. 



Digitized 



90 



THB ABT OP TBAFPINO. 



CHAPtBB XI. 

THE ART OF TKAPriNG. 

Bast iMinwii Antelopes and Make. A Wolf aad two Whelpe entrappedU 
TnoliimiM^ Gantton. The Bonclf of Nfttoie. tevafe Aflbetlim. The 

Philosophy of the Prophetic Art. The Reqnirements of a good Hunter. 

A rtlar^k Wrilf cntmpjK'd. Treatment of captunvl Aniumls. Capture and 
Siayiiig of an old (Jrizzly. liangin;' iip his Meat. Banquet of baked 
Bear's Head. 8kin Curiog. Praotirn: Vaiue of Science. How Traps ought 
to appear. Notfona about Tto^^uug. Craa Pfailoeophy of tba Art af 
napping. 

Thb day after our visit to Keimasket, Taolumno 

and I proceeded to the trap in which we had seen the 
wolf-tracka. On the road, as we were travelling lei- 
flurelj along, we came upon a small band of antelopes, 
and, in a spirit of frolic, gave them chase. They 
flew like the wind; but being disposed to test the 
speed of our mules, we put them to the stretch in 
pursuit. The result was a race, which would have 
amused any one to see ; we, >vho rode it, had to 
laug^ at the ridiculous spectacle each presented to 
the other. Indeed, I soon came to the concluBio& 
that mules are very good things in their places ; but 
theii' stiii-kueed gallop, in comparison mik the well- 
oiled and graceful speed of an antelope, — the swifip 
est of animals, — is a mere snail's pace. We soon 
saw the game disappear like a speck in the dis- 
tance, and, turning about, proceeded on our legiti* 
mate road. 
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Upon reaching the trap, we saw that the doors 
weie sprung, and that we had caught a large black 
wolf witili two small whelps. She was rerj savage, 

and rushed feruciously towards where we looked in ; 
but her rage, of course, was futile, worrying only 
herself* I durectly took a strong rope, and makmg 
a noose, lowered it into tlic trap tliroug]i a hole in tlio 
top, while Tuolumne kept her attention engaged by 
poking sticks through the cracks. While ex- 
pended her fury biting at the sticks, the noose was 
suddenly whipped over her head, and she was secured 
sufficiently well to enable us to put on a collar and 
attach a lariat to her. 

The ^\ helps, also, were very furious ; and I noticed, 
as we were about to open the trap, that Tuolumne 
had armed himself with a large club, to protect him- 
self against them. This made me laugh, but Tuo- 
lumne protested that he only wished to prevent them 
running off. I replied, that there wore other bonds 
besides those of iron and rope ; that, while we had 
the mother, the^ whelps were as seeurely ours as if 
they were bound with chains. The truth of this say- 
ing was soon apparent, for, upon leading the dam 
captive, the whelps, though at first tiiey ran into the 
brush, soon came out and followed. On the way to 
camp, as I had several times to dismount and arrange 
the lariats witii which the dam was led, mvariably as 
she snarled and snapped, the whelps dashed at my 
leggmgs. Their savage aflbction for their mother 
was hudeed so interesting tiiat I did not pretend to 
Irire them away ; and Tuolumne, who had at first 
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been scared, degrees became so delighted with 
their hannlesB ra^ that he teased them purpofldj, 
until I made him deast. 

On our arrival at camp, our comrades were aston- 
ished with our success, and admired to the last degree 
the wolf and her whelpe ; but, more than all, thej 
wondered at the verification of my predictions, and 
gave me credit for being a sort of prophet. Tins 
strange idea of theirs occasioned a great many still 
stranger ideas in me. Mme, of oonrse, was no g£t 
of prophecy ; but common sense enabled me to reason 
out a result in the future, from facts which already 
existed, much better than they could ; and this gave 
me a superiority over them which, had such' been my 
disposition, might, perha|)s, have been turned to my 
advantage. Indeed, I persuaded myself that, had 
my lot been cast among a numerous people, much my 
inferiors in intellect, it would have been easy to set 
up and sustain a reputation as a prophet. I believe 
that all the prophetic powers ever possessed by Mar 
hornet, the first Inca, and others of this class, so fiur 
as concerned foresight, consisted only in their supe- 
rior sagacity. 

That evening, during our usual talk around the 
camp fire, Sykesey was inquisitive about tiie manner 
of putting the rope on the wolf's neck ; and, upon my 
^ving the explanation, dechired that he should never 
have thought of such a plan* To be a good hun- 
ter," said I, " you must be a thousand things besides 
a good shot ; " and this is a good sayLdg, which can 
be repeated and recommended. 
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Tn a few days aftft Ais, we found a splendid biaek 

wolf in one of the other traps, and managed him in 
mucii the same manner as the last. When brought 
to camp, he was chained to a tree near the others, 
thus making the fourth of his species in our collec- 
tion. This method of chaining up to trees was, in- 
deed, the disposition of all the ammals entrapped, 
except coyotes, which were shot and thi^wn away 
and old bears, Avliich, being exceedingly difficult to 
tame, we generally destroyed for their skins and 
meat, — as happened not long afterwards, when one 
mght we captured an old grizzly. 

Tills bear was so vidknt as to gnaw entirely 
through some of the Hoor timbers of the trap. It 
was almost a pty to kill the nohle old fellow, but 
there was no help for it ; and, accordingly, inserting 
the muzzle of my rifle through a crack, I put a halt- 
ounce ball through his heart. Upon the reception of 
the fatal missile, he uttered a tremendous roar of pain 
and rage, and tore about with such fury that I feared 
lie would break out. I indeed drew my knite and * 
pistol to meet him, should the structure ^ve way ; 
but in a few minutes he began to weaken, liis rage 
softened, his head declined, he sank down, and grad- 
ually his life passed away* He was one of the 
largest of his class in this region, weighing nearly 
a thousand pounds ; so large that, upon hoisting the 
trap doors, we were unable to budge him, and were 
compeUed to hitch the mules to drag him out. His 
hams and shoulders were so brawny arid fat, that we 
could with difficulty lift them ; and when, according 
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to our usual custom, wo came to hang them up in 
treee out of the reach of wolFes and coyotes, it m« 
necessary to divide them again, tiras making eight 

pieces : and a beciutiful sight it was to see the meat 
hanging among the green leaveSy like choice cuts in a 
market^tall at Christmas. 

With the head of lius bear we made a repast as 
splendid as* it was strange. A hole large enon^ to 
receive the mass was dug in the ground, and a large 
brash fire built over it. When ihe fire had burnt to 
coals and ashes, the head was rolled ia a cluth, placed 
in the hot hole, more brush piled on, and a fire kept 
up for several hours, when the head was entirely 
cooked ; and delicious eating it made. 

Subsequently to these successes, we caught many 
other animals iu the traps, from time to time ; making 
it a special business to visit and attend to them almost 
every day, keeping them baited with fresh meat, and 
disposing of the captured animals according to tiieir 
value. Thus, besides a large number of living prises, 
we accumulated, by degrees, a number of skins of 
various kinds, which were cured in much the same 
method in practice among the Indians. For instance : 
when wolves were taken, the skins were spread upon 
the fleshy sides, with the brains,— sometimes, also, with 
salt and alum, — and then rolled up for a short time. 
Afterwards, they were worked in the hands until 
qmte soft, and then subjected to a thorough smoking. 
It gave us much trouble, at first, to make a smoke- 
house ; but subsequently we found a hoUow tree, 
which answered the purpose excellentiy. 
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The art of trapping requires some knOTYlccl^e of 
the science of natural histoiy, just as anj other art 
requires some intimacjmth the science ivith wiuch 
it stands m coimectioii. As every man who reasons 
knows somethinf' of the science of reasouui«2, though 
he maj be totallj unacquainted with the name of 
logic, 80 the trapper must have a practical acquaint- 
ance "mth the nature and habits of the game which he 
seeks to ensnare ; and the more iutimatc his know!- 
edge, the more successful is he hkelj to be. YThen 
he builds his traps, he ought to know where his ani- 
mals prowl, by what path they go fortli, and by what 
they return. It is necessary to £nd out the pkces 
where they pass when hungry ; for, when sated, it is 
not likely that they will turn aside for a bait. He 
must also know the kinds of food they prefer ; as 
some will touch nothing but living food, while others 
can be beguiled best with carrion. 

Another matter of great importance, and which 
at first gave me much trouble, after the suitable 
location of the traps, was ike proper appearance of 
them. Wild beasts, as a usual thmg, are very 
cautious, and if there be anything about a trap to 
excite their suspicions, will avoid it. Should it be 
too new, or Aow too plainly the marks of tools, or 
retain too strongly the human smeU, or be too much 
smeared with blood, a sagacious animal will quickly 
suspect something wrong, and keep at a safe dis- 
tance. Most of these difficulties, I afterwards learned 
to remedy, by building a small fire in the traps before 
setting them, and thus not only removing any scent 
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tliat might pervade them, but dai-kcmng and giving 
an oldish appearance to the timbers. Indeed, upon 
becoming more skilled in the art, it was my invaria- 
ble practice to carefully- clear away all marks of labor, 
remove all the chips, and replace the logs or stones 
which had been removed, so as to ^ve the spot as 
natural and wild an aspect as before. And even 
after all these precautions, it was not an unusual 
thing to ^d tracks of animals leading to the traps, 
and then away again, showing that beasts, wiser than 
ordinary, had approached, inspected the snares, made 
up very correct opinions, and left without troubling 
them. Lwtances of this character were always re- 
garded by me as unfortunate, as animals, in some 
way or other, have a method of communicating their 
thoughts to each other ; and I therefore made it a 
role, upon finding a tsrap thus suspected, to do some- 
thing or other, either by re-smoking, or throwing 
something near it, to give it the natural a] l earance 
it ought to have. I also avoided as much as jK)S3ible, 
the killing of animals in the neighborhood, and, in 
general, took all care to remove from the vicinity 
of the snares everything that could, by any jh - ibii- 
ily, indicate to animals ilie purposes for which they 
were intended. 

On some occasions, when ;i trap did not seem to 
attract animals, I caused haunches of meat to be 
dragged over the ground for some distance around, 
for the purpose of leaving the scent, and thus lead- 
ing them up. As to the efficacy of plans and con- 
trivances of this land, however, tiiere may be consid- 
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eiible doubt^ for if an animal will not of its own 
accord approach and enter a trap, it is not likely 

that Lc can thus be enticed to do so. Some liauters 
also suppose that drug^ of a peculiar smell will aid 
in attracting amioals ; and some have Tarious super- 
stitions, and foolish notions, which are not worth no- 
tice. 

There is but one good rule for the trapping of ani- 
mals, — a phun and umversal one, like almost all 
other good rules in any department of human knowl- 
edge, — the dictate of common sense. This is, that 
the animal to be enticed to eat, must be met where 
and when he is hungry ; and the most palatable bait, 
— which is also, geDcrally speaking, his naturcd aud 
usual food, — must be oHered, aud entered in such a 
way as not to alarm his fears or excite his sua- 
pcioDfi. To accomplish these objects in a better or 
worse degree, exhibits the more or less consummate 
skill of the trapper. In a country perfectiy wild, 
there is not so much necessity for care ; but where 
there is much huntin;^, and animals have become vciy 
wild, the art is one ot great nicety, and all the knowl- 
edge of sdence, so far at least as relates to the sub- 
ject, cannot be too well known. 

i 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE INDIANS. 

MomiDg Alarm. Invitation to an Indian Feast. PropoHition to the Meniien- 
gnn. Stist on the Hv&t A4T«Btin« irittk « Bear. AAventiim with Omt. 
Iiidlaii IdM of Game. A tiad Pvecedent MtobUslMd. fiidiuk Dwr Han*- 

lug. Indian Skill. My Courtly RccfptioM by the Indiana. Cerptnonita. 
8yke««>y's Reception, and dtwJly Frij^bt. Our Contributions to thr I'cn-t. 
Oonversution with Kennasket. luUiaa Table Etiquettw. ilujili. A gallop- 
ing Vi^it to Canip. The Homing Alarm returned. The Indian Wigwams. 
Boftlpi. Site of tho Jfmtt. AntMpfttton of more Mnih. PrqpnUloa Hw 
tho Wm»t. Barbaric Display. Dancing. Music. The Banquet. Ila- 
ranprucs. TliG Dance of Clubiu lodiui AtolMij. XIm Boow ai Night. 
Our Eeturn to Camp. 

One morning very early, as we were all sleeping 
about the camp fire, I was aroused by an Indian 
yell ; and, supporing an attack, I jumped up^ with my 
rifle in my hand, ready to fire. An evil resuli iiii;:lit 
have come from this manner of entering my camp ; 
bat the well-known appearance of Old Pompey and 
two of his Indian friends, who stood before me, in a 
moment dissipated all cause of alarm. They came, 
so they informed me, from their Chief, Kcimasket, 
who proposed giving a great feast, and desured me 
to furnish as much game as possible for the oceadon, 
as it was some great anniversary in their tribe. The 
feast, they said, was to take place on lunar day, — 
referring probably to some change in the moon, which 
would be two days ahead; and, as a distinguished 
honor, I was especially invited to be present. In 



Digitized by Google 



TUE OiDIANS. 



99 



accordance with my general principles of intercourse 
with the Indians, I readiij consented to all that was 
asked, but requixed the Indians to remain and aaaiat 
me. 

It was desirable, in view of the feast, and of the 
large number of participants which I was given to 
understand would be present, to collect a very large 

quantity of iramc ; and I therefore made two parties, 
— despatching Sjkesej, Tuolumne, and one of the In- 
dians in one Erection, and I with Pompey and tiie 
iUrd Indian, took another. We each took a mule, 
and started out for a ;reneral hunt. After seiiaratins;, 
my party proceeded until we came to a dense thicket ; 
when, seeing tracks, I asked the Indians whether they 
liked bear meat. They replied that they Hked it 
much ; but when I pointed out a fresh track, they 
seemed much frightened, and very little in the spuit 
of following it up. Theur alarm, howeyer, subsided 
when I proposed to pursue the trail alone, and when, 
after a long and tedious search in the chaparral, I 
succeeded in finding and killing the bear, which was 
a black one, they pronounced the Old Hunter mucho 
bravo, or something to that (jiloct. 

Proceeding ahead, we fell in with two black-tailed 
deer, a buck and doe, feeding in a little yalley. These 
fine animals usually stand long enough before flying 
to enable a hunter to obtain good aim, and, there- 
fore, they make a pretty mark. It is also frequent, 
when a buck and doe are together, and the buck is 
slain, that the doe remams ; and, on iStaa iSocount, it 
was always my rule to kill the buck first. This noble 
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fellow I soon brought to hia knees ; but, before my 
piece was reloaded, the doe took the alarm and 
escaped. Further on, the Indians pointed out a 
solitary doe, vhich was mbbHng Ihe boshes a short 
distance off, without appearing to take much notice 
of us* I shot her ; but, upon examination, found her 
to be only a poor, iittie, lame tiling, which had evi- 
dently been attacked and injured in the shoulder by 
some wild animal ; and, being thus disabled, had been 
eking out an inadequate existence in the brush. I 
was sorry I had killed her; but tiie Indians ex- 
claimed, White man muchee goodce ; kilicc mucliee 
7uuck-a-muck*^ I replied, " Muck-a-much no good;" 
but ihey pronoonced the doe very first-rate, and we 
packed the body on top of the bear and buck. These 
constituted our success this day ; but Sykesey and 
his party brought in several small deer, an antelope, 
and a quantity of small game. 

The next niomin<>;, as we determined to hunt 
towards the Indian village, we took all the game 
killed the previous day ; and as Stanislaus, who usu- 
ally remained, desired to attend the feast, though it 
was much a^^ainst my Avill, I consented to leave the 
camp entirely unguarded. Sykesey, indeed, who 
supposed himself not included in the invitation to the 
feast, would willinii;! y have remained ; but we over- 
ruled him, and, therefore, the camp was left totally 
alone. We, however, put everything to rights ; and 
dividing mto two parties, as on the day before, we 
started in different cUrectk^, intendmg to meet at 
the village in the evening. 
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During this day I did nothing worthy of particular 
noticei but had an exhibition of the skill of the 
• Indians, which, considering the admiration they ez- 
pressed for my hunting, surprised me. We dis- 
covered a doc imd two lawns, fcediii«^ on a giii^sy 
spot in a plain ; and the Indians asked to be allowed 
to try their powers for once. I was curious to see 
their method of stalking, and how they worked their 
bows and arrows ; and, theretbrc, not only con- 
sented, but to stimulate them to greater care, offered 
•a good price for the &wiis, if taken alive. The In- 
dians, thereupon, crept to a position about three 
handled yards Irom the animals ; and puiling out 
their knives and cutting a quantity of grass, they 
wove large cape, resemblmg growing bunches of 
green, and placed them on their heads. Thus dis- 
guised, they crept within a hundred and fifty yai-da 
of the deer ; and then, Muig flat upon their abdo- 
mens, they crept, hke snakes in the grass, within 
twenty or thirty yards of them. Both then suddenly 
sprang upon their knees, ^^ith their bows drawn, — 
fired as one man, — and the doe fell, transfixed with 
two shafts. They then jumped upon their feet, and, 
after cutting licr throat, pursued the fawns which 
ran towards the brush. The whole affimr was con- 
ducted more skilfully than anything else I have ever 
seen done by Indians, and pleased me so much thai 
I directly went to measure the distances. While 
wondering at their abillUes, they returned, bearing 
the fawns, and I proncMKced them great hunters. 
'At my commendation, their eyes fished with pleas- 
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ore. ^ Ton excel fhe White Hunter," said I ; but 

they replied, "The White iiimter is a hunter of 
• bearsi'* 

After this, we proceeded till witbin a few bimdred 

yards of the village of Kennasket, ^vhen an Indian 
went forward to announce my arrival. In a short 
time afterwards, one of the chief's wives came oat 
with a wreath of wild flowers, which she placed upon 
my head, and then conducted me to the lodge, where 
Kennasket, his wives, and chief men had assembled 
to receive me. As I entered, the company knelt, 
and Ibe chief made a speech calling me friend and 
brother ; after which, a circle was made around me, 
and, while I in turn knelt, they all placed their bands 
upon my bead and danced and sang, repeating the 
words of the chief, " Good is the White Hunter, who 
comes with much game from the east. No thief is 
be, but friend and brother of the Bed Man. He is 
welcome." 

Much the same ceremony was performed over 
gykesey, when he and his party amved, which 
was not long afterwards. As he approached, a 
squaw advanced and placed a wreath of vme leaves 
ii[>on his head. Now Sykesey, though he had hved 
much in Indian countries, knew httle of Indian cus- 
toms, however much he pretended to know; and, 
tiierefore, out of curiosity, I watched him as he en- 
tered the lodge. He was already alarmed, regarding 
the crown about his head, not knowing what to make 
of it ; and, as I seized 9 opportunity to tell him 
when to kneel, be supposed that he was being led 
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like a viotim to mar^rrdom* His eyes stared wide ; 
and he replied that he would not kneel, that he had 
never done so in his life. " But," said I, " you can , 
sorely kneel to say your prayers." At this, he was 
stiU more alanned; bat, added I, ^^Pluek up your 
coui'age and die like a nicLn." For some reason or 
other, I felt a kind of wicked pleasure in witnessing 
his imagyiary terrors* More like a ghost than solid 
flesh, did he stand there, and, had he fiunted, it 
Would not have surprised me. However, he got 
through the ceremony safely, and managed to fall 
upon his knees at the proper time ; but when the 
women |)kiccd their hands upon Ids head and danced 
in a circle around him, he appeared really more dead 
than aliTe. 

This curious ceremony of reception being over, I 
had a laugh with Sykesej about his fright. We 
then unpacked our mules, and spread forth the game, 
which made a goodly display, — there being a bear, 
deer, antelopes, a badger, rabbits, squirrels, and ' 
birds ; in all, about forty bodies. Keunasket, who 
stood by, was much pleased with the show, ordered 
our mules to be put out to good pasture, and invited 
us to amuse ourselves; and "this night/' said he, 
" you shall sleep in my lodge." " The White Hunter," 
I replied, never slept under cover, nor ever where 
women slept." At this answer, the old fellow laughed 
heartily, and replied, that the women would not hurt 
anybody, but that the white man should please himself. 
He then pointed to somPbeauliful mats which hung 
m ins lodge, and gave me to understand that they 
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were at my service ; but I replied, " No ; tlie Wliite 
Hunter prefers his blankets aad the grooiuL'' 

When sapper was annoimcedi we sat down to one of 
the most curious meals it was ever the fortune of white 
man to partake of. Two large wooden tureens were 
placed upon tiie ground, oontainmg a kmd of mush, 
which was made by nuzing grass seed, meal, and 
water in tlic tureen, and then throwing in hot stones, 
till it was cooked. At the side of these, were heaps 
of roasted meat, piled upon flat stones ; and around 
these aboriginal dishes we sat flat upon the ground, — 
and a curious tsight we made. But however strange 
the spreading of the board, much more strange was 
the etiquette which governed at table. The chief . 
gavu ua to understand that wc must not be backward ; 
and, as be did so, he scooped up three fingers full of 
mudi, which he transferred from the common bowl 
to his mouth, witii remakable agility. The other In* 
dians followed his example, each dipping for himself; 
for of such things as spoons, these fellows seemed to 
have no idea. Now I am as free from prejudices as 
almost any man, but, I confess, this method of eating 
mush rather staggered mj tastes, and made me con- 
fine myself to the meat exclusively. Although the 
chief repeatedly urged me to try the mush, commend- 
ing it with a hearty smack of the lips at every mouth- 
ful, I assured him that I never ate mush, but that the 
meat was superb. The meal lasted till all the provis* 
ions were eihausted ; when at a nod, all knelt, and the 
chief muttered over a pray# to the Great Spirit, en- 
treating Inm to be propitious to the feast of the mor- 
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row ; after wiuck we all rose, and soou afterwards 
retired. 

MeanwhSe, as it commenced to grow dark, I began 

to think of camp and the poor pets. I feared tlicy 
could not £b£Q well alone, and I could not bear the 
idea of remaining away, thou^ such had at first 
been my intention. I^erefore, I requested of the 
chief one of his best horses, to ride back, promising 
to return early in the morning. He replied, that if 
I were determined to gp, I sbonld take bis fleetest 
animal ; but if I did not return in time, to beware 
of his displeasure. He need not fear, I answered; 
and monntmg a splendid courser, groped off, and 
in a short time, after looking to the pets, I turned 
into my blankets, under my own tree, in my own 
camp. 

The next morning, I rose before dawn, and mounting 
my horse, rode back to tiie Tillage, where I arrived 

at daybreak. All was still and quiet ; not a watcher 
waked ; and even the makers of the approaching fes- 
tival continued to slumber. I thought to rouse the 
sleepers, and urihcr in tlio day with sport ; and, ac- 
cordingly, spurring my horse, and rushing furiously 
tbrough the village, I cried with all my might, CAo- 
wam! chawawi!*^ which is an IntUan note of alarm. 
The whole people rallied, and rushed out of their 
lodges, with their hair on end, and their eyes dis- 
tended witii surprise. As soon as they collected, I 
informed them tiiat they need not be alarmed ; the 
White Hunter had only taken this method of announc- 
ing bis arrival, and his heart was meny. 

6* 
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Upon passing through the village, I found thai it 
consisted of forty or fifty lodges, and about four hun- 
dred people. The chief's dwelling, wMch was sito- 
ated in tiie centre of all, was a round structure, m;ule 
of long poles stuck into the ground and running up 
in a conical form to a smoke-hole in flie top. The 
poles were interlaced with boughs and small sttcks, 
over wliicli was plastered a composition of clay and 
mud, which, when dry, would turn tlic l ain well. A 
deal of care had been taken in building this lodge, 
which was by far the best in the village ; the others, 
however, were built in the same general manner, ex- 
cept that some were oval ; and all appeared ti^t and 
warm, and were doubtless comfortable in the winter 
time. On examining the lud^^es, I found a few scalps, 
but they were all oi Indians ; and I was assured that 
no white scalps were in the village, and that none had 
ever been taken. The tribe was one of those who 
flatten the heads of their children, — a custom com- 
mon to various nations, — but I am at a loss whether 
to call them Nes Percees, Pend Oreiiles, or some oHier 
name. 

After rousing the rancheria, I proceeded to where 
my comrades had taken up their quarters, and roused 
them also ; and soon afterwards, the chief invited me 
to examine with him the ground where lie intended 
to celebrate the day. We walked together three or 
four hundred yards, to a level and grassy spot, with 
here and there a noble oak spreading out its ample 
branches and promising the most grateful shade. All 
th^ stones and dry limbs had been removed from the 
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ground, and four or five circles, the size of circus 
riDg$, the largest in ike middle, had been staked oS^ 
eyidentlj for dancing. There were also places fixed 

in various spots for roasting meats ; and everything 
appeared ready to begin the ceremonies. The chief 
explained to me ihe purposes of all which we saw ; 
and I, following out the line of policy previously 
adopted, admired everything. In one respect, how- 
ever, I came near breaking through the role ; when 
breakfast was annoonced, remembering tiie mnsh, I 
begged to be cxca^ed ; but Kennasket shook his head, 
and said the White Hunter must eat with him. This 
<<nmat" was sofficient, and I went into the lodge 
and took breakfiist; bni, fortmiately, mush dSA not 
constitute a portion of the bill uf fare this time. 

Ab soon as breakfast was Euished, preparations 
were made for the celebration. The meats were 
carried to tiie places asdgned for them, the fires 
were kindled, the cooks were stationed ; and in a 
short time, barbecues gave forth their pleasant flavors 
on every ^de. When the grateful smells ascended, 
as from altars to the Great Spirit, the chief and his 
household made their appearance, decked and painted 
in all the splendor of barbaric display ; and, following 
in the train, came theVhole people and their gnests, 
about eight hundred persons, all in the costume of 
Indian festivity. It was, indeed, a great sight to. see 
them in their finery, with their beads, feathers, and 
psdnted baik, their furs and woven garments, and 
themselves painted ; to watch their stately and solemn 
9teps, as they marched into the circles ; and to behold 



Digrtized by Google 



108 



THE INDIAHB. 



their wild and euioiis dancesi so fall of meadng and 
character, when eeen in iheir nathre plaoes. Tb% 

music uf these dances was i\ Idud of chant kept up 
bj seyeral of the Indiana who stood outside the 
circles. 

About the middle of tiie afternoon, die chief an- 
nounced dinner ; after which, would take place the 
^eat club dance. The meats, — which consisted of 
bear, deer, antelope, and manj other kinds, in all 
about two hundred animals of various sorts and sises, 
— were now spread forth on pieces of bark and flat 
stones, in a large circle upon the ground. There 
were also about a dosen large tureens of mudi, made 
in the same waj, and intended to be eaten in the 
same manner as that of which I had had previous 
experience. There were also buckets or large bowls 
of water in abundance ; but no liquor. Around these 
viands the feasters Avere arranged in circles ; some 
sitting, some standing, and all with ravenous appe* 
tttes. The feast beg^ at a signal from the <dnef ; 
and such a destaruction of food as ilien took place 
was astonishing to all mj ideas of human capacity. 
But the banquet progressed well ; great enjoyment 
prevailed; the bucks becam^ lively, and shouted, 
hallooed, and whooped, as if mad, and the Governor 
himself could barely restrain his enthusiasm ; but, 
suddenly, in the nudst of the merruneift, he jumped 
up, and, commanding mlence, harangued the people 
upon the great deeds of his younger days, the glory 
of his tribe, and the greatness of his nation. Others 
followed, discanting upon the same fruitful topics. 
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After dming, the warriofs retomed to 4ie circles, 

and the club-dance began. This remarkable cere- 
mony consisted of a dance of braves, with war-clubs 
in their hands. It took the form of a battle ; each 
warrior flourishino; his club aojainst his neiiilibor. It 
seemed as if forty akuUa would certainly be broken 
evexy instant; bat such 'was the dexterity shown in 
the dance that not a blow was given. It was, indeed, 
• a great spectacle. After the club-dance, other dances 
began, in some of Avhich the squaws participated; 
and great was the jdeasuie with which they entered 
into ihe sprit of the scene. At ibe same time, exer- 
cises in archery took place in another portion of the 
green, and great skill was shown. These Indians are 
wonderfully correct with their arrows ; I repeatedly 

saw small bails of wood pierced at thirty yards dis- 
tance; and, on several occasions, an Indian would 
hold a nail in his hand and allow others to shoot 
at it. 

Towards evening, the archery ceased, and all 
crowded into the dance. Large fires were lighted 
aboat the field ; and, as the night grew darker, the 
scene became romantic. The forms of the plumed 
and painted Indians, as they pass(3d to and fro in 
the ruddy gjlare of the mght fires ; the dark shadows 
and the flickering lights on every mde, presented a 
specLacle which will remain indelibly impressed upon 
my memory. About midnight, the dancers resorted 
again to the viands, and cleared the abundant supply 
U> the last fibre ; then, again, they took up the dance, 
and continued, doubtiess, until morning warned the 
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revellers that the day and xught of celebration were 
past As for mjaelf and ocn&paiiioikB, we wiihdrew 
diorilj after midnight ; and, retaming to oar camp, 

tired and wearj, turned into our blankets and slept 
oat the short remainder of the night 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

raOGBBSfl OF LABT WA8HIirOT01l*8 BDUOATIOK. 

BhelObetortlwlBML AilMMrHnnt. TwaiimiM>iTaBlDMnciek. iMMigi 

of Words with Sykesey. A Lesson in FMlc-Mtrrying to Lady Wai<h!i)gt09. 
Tho I-af1y my Companion. Di^rnvfry of Deer. A Grizzly Bear. Pituntion 
of Myself and the Lady. The Devil in the Wilduriieitt. My Aire< ti«>ii for 
the Lady. A SurpriM. Bobbery of Camp. Sospidonc The Lady oo 
Onaid. CAmhiIIimm of fh* Qita^f Bmv. An Antalop* Hnal Mid Whimt^- 
ter. Onr Retnm to Ounp at Night. Panned by Wolvit. BjkmtfH 
Msht. AttMk ^ ft fiuitlHr. Xhe DuitiMC * 8iiMk. 

It vafl Iftte the next moniiiig when we awaked, 
still drowsy and sleepy from the effects of the feast. 

Sjrkesey complained of indispoditiou, and Stanislaus 
had gorged himself; so that it fell upon Tudamne 
and me to go upon ibe hunt and provide fresh meat, 

of vvliicli tlicrc was not a particle about camp. Wc 
accordingly mounted the mules and rode forth ; but, 
for a long time, could see nothmg. Suddenly we 
came upon four deer, and dismounting, managed by 
cautious working to approa<5h within ninety yards ; 
when one of the band happened to espy us, suorbed 
the note of alarm, and all began staring about, pre- 
paratory to starting on the run. At this instant, 
however, I ordered Tuolumne to fire ; and, doing the 
same myself, we killed two ; vrith the bodies of which, 
as soon as they could be packed, I sent Tuolumne 
ahead, ordering him to stop and await me at a cer- 
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taili hill, while I would make a circuit and trj to 
kill some tiling more. But, either because X was too 
drowsy to see, or becaase game was scarce, I ooold 
find nothing ; and, soon giving up the hunt, pro- 
ceeded to the appointed hill. 

I found that Tuolumne was indeed w^ting for me ; 
but as he sftt on a shady banki bedding the laziats of 
the mules in his hands, he had fiiUen last asleep ! 
Tlihiking to have fun out of this eircumstancc, 1 tried 
to get the lariats out of his girasp ; but he had wound 
them so tightly about his arm as to render this impos* 
sible. He suddenly waked, and cried that he had 
learned the Yankee's trick of sleeping with an eye 
open. We then proceeded on our way, and arriyed 
at eamp early in the afternoon ; so early, mdeed, that 
Sykesey expressed sui-prisc ; " for," said he, " tliis is 
the best time of the day to hunt." Yes,'* I replied ; 

but yon are not the only man whose flei^ and blood 
tire and sleep." 

The next duj, I resolved to remain at camp and 
train my pets^ and particularly liudy Washington, 
who had now become tame enough to fdlow me wi^- 
out leading. The thought struck me of teaching her 
to carry a pack ; and getting an old flour-bag, and 
filling it with sand, I lashed it upon her shaggy back. 
It was barely bound on, however, before she threw 
her head around, seized it with her tectli and tore a 
great hole, and the sand ran out. I talked to her, 
tried to make her understand what was wanted, and 
reproved her with a stick, but it was of no use ; she 
grew angiy, and I found that it was not prudent to 
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cany the affiiir aoy foriiher tiiat day, so I busied 
myself wifh Jackson, the wolves, and the fittle black 

bears, all of which improved rapidly. 

A lew days after this, an adventure occurred in 
which the Lady played an important part. Having 
determined to build another trap, we aU set forth to 
the spot selected, wliich was about fom^ miles distant. 
Being anxious all the time to accustom the Lady to 
my companionship, I allowed her to follow me. It 
was a little hazardous, perhaps, to take her so great 
a distance, but so firm was my confidence in her 
training as to overrule all objection. She followed 
like a dog, and during ihe whole day remained at my 
side, partaking of my lunch at noon. 

Towards evening, as we got ready to start home, 
I gave my rifle to Stanislaus, and directed him, with 
Sykesey and Tuolumne, to make a circuit and kill 
wiiat game they could, while I would go diiect to 
camp with the Lady. They went off in one direction, 
and I started in another, with nothing to defend my- 
self except my pistol and bowie-knife. I had not 
gone far before several deer, grazing on a hill-side, 
attracted my attention; and though it was foolish 
to attempt to shoot them wilh a pistol, my ambition 
was such that I could not thmk of allowing the oppor- 
tunity to pass without an attempt* Accordingly, I 
tried to creep around to a spot from which to fire with 
advantage ; and, couiing to a thicket, commenced 
crawling through the brush, the Lady following in my 
wake. But before advancing more than a hundred 
yards, I felt that my position was dangerous ; there 
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oerteinljr weate bears about, and if one ahonld attack 
me, being irithoat a rifle, I would have but a poor 

chance. The deer, it is true, still remained ^qming, 
and this was the ^st time the Old Hunter ever r&- 
fosed an oj^rtnmtj of killing a deer when he was 
in need of provisdon ; but the risks seemed too great, 
and the chance of success too small, and, finally, I 
turned around and began backing out. Suddenly, 
Lady Washington gave a snort and chattered her 
teeth. I wheeled around at ^is, and directly behind 
the Lady, full in sight, standing upon his hind leg3 
and wickedly surreyiQg us, stood a savage old griady* 
That he had hostile intentions, all his actions deaxly 
showed ; and there I was, almost wuhoiit arms, and 
with the Lady as well as myself to take care of. 

In this emergency, I seized the chain with which 
the Lady was usually tied, and which was now 
wrapped about her neck, and unwoimd it as noiso- 
lessly as possible. I was then about to move to a 
tree which stood near, when tiie enemy dropped upon 
his all fours, came a little nearer, and rose again. 
Here was a dilemma, i knew irom the nature of the 
beast that if I moved now, I was to expect him either 
to instantly attack or precipitately fly, — but the former 
much more probable than the luttcr. I did not wish 
to hasten an unforeseen determination on his part, 
however, and therefore stood stock-still, with my jm^ 
tol in my hand; and thus we both, motionless as 
stone, eyed each other. It is difficult to tell how 
tong the bear would have gazed without actmg, — not 
kng, pirobably ; but seemg his indecision, I resolved 
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to tarn it to my advantage ; and suddenly discharcring 
the pistol, rattling the iron chain, and at the same 
time yelling with all my mighty I had the gratification 
of seeing the enemy torn tail and nm^ as if fright* 
cncd oat of his ^vits. Not satisfied with this, 1 fol- 
lowed after him yeihng and shouting, with the Lady 
growlmg and the chain clanking. It seemed as if a 
thousand devils had sprang np all at once in the wil- 
derness, and the old bear tore through the bushes as 
if each particular one was after him. 

Such was &e first instance in which Lady Washing- 
ton, my faithful friend and constant companion for years 
afterwards, stood side by side with me in the hour 
of danger and dire alarm ; and firom that time, I felt 
for her an affection which I have seldom given to any 
human being. The remainder of the way, I kept a 
watchful eye ; but nothing further, worthy of mention, 
occnrred, and we safely reached camp an hour after 
sundown. I gave notice of my approach, as usual, 
after dark, by discharging a chamber of my pistol. 
Upon getting in, my comrades at first laughed at me 
for behig lost again, as they supposed; but they 
opened their eyes wide, ■when I came to tell of the old 
grizzly, and the deadly £right which the rattling of the 
Lady's chain had given hhn. 

ThB narratiye of this adventure was curious enough ; 
but my comrades replied that they had also surprising 
news for me ; and when I asked what could be so wonr 
derfiil, they told me to guess. I supposed that they 
had killed a large amount of game ; but no, tlint ^vas 
not it ; X then guessed that they had had a fight with a 
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bear or a panther, but neither was this it ; a third time, 
I goeased that thej had been frightened into camp, 
fixr they a scared look ; bat ndliier was this it. 
They then told me that, upon arriving at camp, they 
had noticed a bright fire burning, which showed plainly 
that some one had been there bat a short time before. 
Not thinkhng maeh of this, ihey had proceeded to 
feed the pets, but found that the two little blaek 
bears were missing; and, shortly atterwards, that a 
portkm of our stock of salt, a portion of our pepper, 
a portioii of our powder and lead, and a sack of dried 
meat, were gone. All this surprised me indeed, and 
I reproached myself that my anxiety to fuush the 
trap had betrayed me into such great earelessness as 
to leave my camp unguarded.' However, I con- 
cluded, from the nature of the articles taken, that 
some neighboring banters must have visited our stores 
and helped themsdves to what they wanted ; and, 
though not aware that anj other hunters were within 
fifty miles, I felt confident of hearing of my bears 
again, and calmed the feais of my comrades mUt this 
trost. 

As, however, the unknown visitors might be hostile, 
we took the precaution that night to remove our 
blankets from the fire, so as not to be exposed, in 
case of an attack. We were too nrach &tigued, nor 
was it at all necessary to place a watch ; but a guard 
I did station at my side, in whose wakefulness and 
fidelily I ak^eady coald place the greatest reliance. 
This was no other than Lady Washington ; for the 
bear, notwithstanding its apparently drowsy and slum- 
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berons nature) is a wakefiil anunal ; and, should anj- 
tiiing approach during the night, I faiew the Ladj 

ifould be likely to observe and give me notice of it. 
Sobsequentlj to this time, mj bears often waked moi 
though but a coyote or a Axxok approached mj quar- 
ters ; but, upon this occasion, nothing disturbed us, 
and the Ladj remained perfectly quiet — except, in> 
deed, in one instance, when, actuated by an innate 
lore of cleanliness, she roused and removed to the 
end of her cliain. My personal observations, made 
on tills and other occasions, have convinced me that 
deanliness is as much a natural virtue in the ursine, 
as in the feline race. 

The next day, having resolved never to leave our 
camp unprotected ag^, we lefk Stanislaus in charge ; 
and tike rest of us proceeded to the new trap, which, 
by energetic work, we finished and baited early in 
the afternoon. We then set out to return, intending 
to hunt upon the way ; and, for this purpose, made a 
circuit towards a ravine in the hills, into which, in the 
mormng, we had driven a band of antelopos. As it 
was now towards evemng, I expected these antelopes 
to be coming down from the hills to graze in tiie plain 
during the night, as was their habit ; and, accord- 
ingly, Sykesey and I posted ourselves at the mouth 
of ravine, while Tuolumne went over the hills to 
drive down all the game he should find. In a short 
time, a band of thirty or forty antelopes passed 
durectly hi front of our ambuscade ; when Sykesey, 
who was concealed behind a tree, fired and wounded 
one. As they came to my concealment, which was a 
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rock, they were all in a cluster ; and, upon firing, I 
also brought one to the ground, and then, snatching 
mj revolver, fired three additional shots into the band 
and wounded another. As the band rushed on^ we 
mounted our mules to pursue the wounded ones, which 
we soon despatched; but the main band reached the 
plain and escaped. 

It was now nearly night, and the road to camp 
long, but we packed the antelopes as quickly as pos- 
sible ; and, while Sjrkesey rode <me mule and led the 
other, loaded, Taolunme and I pioneered the way. 
Tims we proceeded about a mile and a half, when a 
gang of wolves opened upon our trail, and Sykesey 
becfune so lightened that he would not go behind 
wilfa the meat any longer ; for the meat, he said, was 
what they were after, and it ought to go in front. 
I replied, that all the wolves in the country were 
not* very formidable; but, if he wished, he ehonld 
go ahead, and we would follow. He accordingly 
changed to the van, and Tuolumne and I brought up 
the rear; and ag^ we jfiroceeded. The wolves, 
meanwhile, kept coming on howling behind ns, draw- 
ing nearer and nearer, and more and more emboldened 
with their approaches; but we paid no attention to 
them, till at length we came to a thicket, throu^ 
which we would have to pass and where they might, 
perhaps, attack us in disadvantageous straits. Here, 
therefore, I durected a halt, and we sat down and 
awaited the coming up of the pursuers; but the 
cowardly rascals were airaid to approach nearer than 
fifty yards, where they sat howling at us. It was 
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stariight; we could see their eyes; but tbey dared 
oome no nearer ; and, finally, nothing was left but to 

discharge our pieces very much at random into their 
midst. Whether any were killed or wouiided, there 
was no means of knowing ; but certain it is, that the 
shots had a good effect, for the gang was frightened 
and left ua. 

We then entered the thicket, Tuolumne and I in 
front again, and Sykesey and tiie mules following; 

but, before we had gone far, Sykesey suddenly uttered 
an exclamation of terror, and the packed mule rushed 
wildly past us through the bushes. It was too dark 
to see what the difficulty was ; but Sykesey soon ex- 
plained, that some wild beast had sprung from the 
roadfflde upon the mule, though, missing its footing, it 
had &]len oyer and escaped. I asked, what he sup- 
posed it was ; lie replied he did not knuw, unless 
a Hon. To satisfy myself, I pulled out a flint and 
steel, and, gathering some dry leaves, struck a fire ; 
and, upon examination, we soon ascertained, by the 
prints which the animal had left in the ground, that it 
was a huge panther. 

It is said of the Afirican Hon, that when he makes 
a spring and misses his prey, he makes no second 
attempt ; and the same is said of the California lion, 
or, in other words, the panther. It is doubtful 
whether the remark is true in either case ; but, if it 
be, we should not, from such a circumstance alone, 
conclude, as some have done, that there is any great 
magnanimity in their characters. They both belong 
to a genus, which I cannot better describe than by 
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calling ihem SDe&ks. We finmd ivhere this sneak 

had been lying in wait for prey, and whence it had 
doubtless leaped* It was not far from a fountain 
where ammalB congregated, thns a&rding a fine field 
for treachci V and assassination. Having flras satis- 
fied onrselvcs, we proceeded on to camp, where the 
runaway mule had arrived before us, willi her pack in 
order; and, bat fi>r a scratch or two, all safe aad 
sound. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

« 

BUFFALO HUNTING. 

An Indian Embassy. Table-Talk. On the Hunt. Discovery of Buffaloes. 
The Builalo liange. Buflklo UuDtiog on the Plaius. Our Pl&u of Attack. 
Onr fliat BnfBUo Blood. Chaae of tke BoflUo. Our Btagadae. Slanghtor 
Of fba BallUo. The Boaom of tho Hunt. A Bofhlo Bappwr. A VdUnr 

Torty'Niner turns np. Curing of Buffiilo Robes. Soap-Root. Smoke. 
The Indian Method \]^'\t to Kennasket. His Valuation of WoItcs. The 
Tules. Indian Handiwork. Tula Bxead. Oux Success at Bargaining with 
Kennaskek. 

We were awakened the next morning, as we had 
been awakened once before, by the shouts of Indians ; 
and jumping up, ve found the same three brayes as 
preyiously, who had come up from {he yillage thus 
early bo as to find us before we went out for the day. 
I had on several occasions spoken with Kennasket 
about purchasing two of his horses, and the braves 
proved to be his messengers, with answer that he 
would sell provided his price were paid, a portion of 
which must be my two wolf whelps. I answered that 
I would visit the chief the next day and settle ibe 
terms ; and then, with the usual hospitality of a moun- 
tain camp, I invited my guests to breakfast. As we 
sat talldng, they told me of other white hunters sta- 
tioned a few miles on the other side of their village ; 
and these hunters, they said, had two black bears 
ezacUy like mme. If," said I, they are exactly 
like mine, they must be mine." 

6 
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After the Indians departed, we proceeded to our 
trape, but found only two thievifih cojotes, which I 
soon despatched with my pistol. We then took a 

wide circuit, inteDding to hunt around tuwards camp, 
and travelled a long way, when, unexpectedly, we 
discovered a few bufialoes grazing at a distance. It 
is not usual to find buffaloes west of the Rocky Moun- 
tainSy and especially so far west as where we now 
were ; but l^ey sometimes stray from their general 
haunts ; and, before leaving the country, we had the 
pleasure of several excellent buffalo hunts, as will be 
seen. 

Usually, buffalo hunling is conducted by direct- and 
open attacks upon extenmve grassy plains, with not a 

tree, rock, or other lurkiug-|)lace in mght. The buf- 
falo hunter, armed with light and handy weapons, 
mounted on a hardy Indian horse, s^ed in the ways 
of the battle, and hungry for the combat, rushes into 
the midst of a herd and iights a close conilict, not 
without danger. It is a manly sport, not unworthy 
the buckskin-coated heroes whose fame is handed 
down on many a wampum belt and pictured rock. 
For myself, 1 knew Httlo of the sport as it is carried 
on upon the slopes of the Platte and the Upper Mis- 
souri, nor was I prepared for such game ; but having 
a good rifle, and considerable exfierience in the gen- 
eral principles of hunting, I laid my plans according 
to my circumstances. My comrades I sent to take 
up an ambush beyond t1 ic i^iinie, while I ascended a 
, hill directly over where they gruesod ; and I was con- 
gratulating myself upon my success so far, when the 
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boffidoes esped me^ rolled up their tails, lifted their 
minps into the air, and scampered off in the greatest 

consternation. Fortunately, tliey galloj)ed directly 
past the spot where my comrades were concealed^ 
who fired, and broke the leg of one of the cows ; and 
this being the first buffitlo blood drawn by our party, 
I cried, with great satisfaction, " Bravely done ! " 
They shoated back, in great glee, that thej had 
beaten the Old Hunter for once, and then ran after 
the crippled animal. I stood a moment watching the 
race, but seeing that tlie bufi'alo, though grievously 
wounded, would outstrip them, I hastily mounted 
a mule, and, with my rifle in one hand and a club 
in the other, galloped after them to assist at the 
death. 

The boys had chased the buffido into a wide plain, 

where several times they tried to approach within 
gunshot ; but, at every endeavor, the waiy animal 
started off with redoubled speed, and fled beyond 
their reach. Seeing this, I applied the club to tbe 
mule's back, and gaIlo|)cd like a madman, over hill 
and knoU, across valley and ravine, now seeing the 
game and again losing sight of it, until, after nearly 
a mile's hard riding, I caught up with the chase and 
stopped the pursuit. In a short time, as I had ex- 
pected, the bu£^o, weak with fatigue and loss of 
blood, lay down in a patch of tall grass ; and, as soon 
as she did so, giving the mule to Tuolumne, Sykesey 
and I tied w rcaths of grass about om- heads, such as 
the Indians had used for deer hunting, and, by crawl- 
mg upon our bellies, approached laUmi sixty yards 
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oi our game. So perfect was our disguise, that the 
watchful aDimal, though glaring upon eveiy ade, did 
not observe us. It was, however, impossible to pro- 

cure satisfactory aim in iliac position; and, theieiore, 
determimng to try mj grizzly plan, I rose, with my 
rifle at my fiice, and gave a sharp whistle. This 
caused the buflUo to spring suddenly upon her feet, 
and, wheeling ai-umid, she gazed and gathered herself 
for a charge upon me. As she lowered her head, I 
fired, and heard the ball tell upon her forehead ; but 
the animal only sta^zgered, and ^YOuId have still made 
her plunge, had nut Sykesey, who was upon the flank, 
opportunely fired a ball behmd the shoulder, and she 
feD. I jumped forward, drew my kmfe across her 
throat, and she soon poured out her life upon the 
plain. Her companions of the herd had already long 
disappeared over the farthest verge of the horizon. 

We hastily disrohed our game, and packed ii ; but, 
before doing so, I examined the skull, and found that 
my ball had glanced from the bony forehead without 
penetrating it. Sykesey laughed, and claimed the 
credit of killing the first buffalo, — an honor which I 
joyfully accorded, as his shot was really excellent in 
itself, and excellently well timed. We then hurried 
to camp, which, being eight or ten miles distant, we 
did not reach till long after dark ; but such noble 
hnSslo steaks as we had for supper, and that violence 
of appetite which a deferred meal produces, fully comr 
pensated for the lateness of the hour. The anticipation 
of this meal, indeed, hastened our travel ; so that, 
although antelopes and other game invited our atteor 
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taon on the way, we did not turn acnde, and, upon 
reaching the camp fire, our first movement wa^ to spit 
a nomber of choice cuts. 

That eyening, Stanislaus gave me an account of a 
white man ^vho had visited camp during the day, pro- 
fessing to be a hunter irom Texas, wishing to see me 
yerj much. He had come to California in the same 
company with me, — so he said ; but ilie boy could 
not recollect his name. I recalled all my companions 
of that disastrous journey, but was unable to ima^e 
who this could be. It seemed strange to me that des- 
imy could have led any of them by a long, circuitous 
course, evidently widely different from mine, tiius to 
meet me in the wilderness. 

Before going to bed that evening, I placed tiie buf* 
falo skin in pickle ; and, although this was my first 
attempt to cure a skin of the kind, it turned out a 
beautiful robe. My method of preparing these hides 
was to take saltpetre, alum, and a little arsenic, well 
pulverized together, and rub them lightly over the 
fleshy aide of the skin. These substances seemed to 
baye the eSect of preyenting putrefaction, and, at the 
same time, preserving the hide soft and ])li<ible. The 
skin was then doubled, bringing the raw parts to* 
gether, rolled up, and left to lie for a day or two, 
when it was imrolled and the greasy parts scraped off. 
Next, a root which grows in all portions of the coun- 
tiy, called soap-root, was pounded with water into a 
kind of paste and rubbed on the sldn, which was then 
left to lie a day or two longer. This root had thu 
effect of tanning and further softening the skin, or 
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Buch was, at least, supposed be its virtue. Next, 
the skin vaxs placed ujx)n some hard and smooth sub- 
atance, and laboriooslj rubbed with a larg^, smooth 
stone, until perfectly soft and dry. It was then hong 
up and sijioked, which gave it the finishing touch, 
when it assumed a hght snuff color. The smoking 
also served to preserve it from bags and other insects, 
which would otherwise have soon destroyed it. This 
was also the method in which many of the Indians 
cured their bufl^o robes, with the exception that it 
was rare to find saltpetre, alum, or arsenic among 
tliciii 'j but soaj>root, or something ci^uivalent, and 
smoke, they always used. 

The next day, accordmg to appointment, haiong 
loaded a mule with buffisJo meat, and taking the two 
wolf whelps, Tuolunine and I went down to the vil- 
lage of Keunasket to drive a trade for horses. We 
found him awaitmg us ; and as soon as his eyes fell 
upon the " lobos," he was in raptures, and could not 
get enough of looking at and playing with them. 
His pleasure gave me much satisfaction; and, on 
coming to bargiun, I found his valuation of the 
whel[)3 ^vas hy no means niL^irai dly ; but we were 
interrupted in our bargaining by the squaws, who 
announced dinner, and we sat down to bu&lo meat 
and tule bread. 

This tiile is a remarkable ve^ctiible ; and, consider- 
ing the immense tracts of it in Cahforuia, and, indeed, 
throughout the whole western country, it may, at some 
future period, assume an importance far beyond tlio 
imagination of the present day. To how many differ- 
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ent uses it will be applied, is not for me to prophecy ; 
but that it is not mere waste, fit only for the conceal- 

ment of elks and the fuel of autumn fires, we may 
be well assured. Civilization, so far as I know, has 
not yet found a use for it, unless in a few places for 
the pasturage of swine; but the Indians use the 
reeds in large quantities for making; hampers, bas- 
kets, and mats, and the roots for their bread, such as 
was now placed before us. The squaws coUect large 
quandiies of the roots in the marshes, where the reed 
grows, and cutting off the exterior riud, retain only 
the interior part, which is sweet. This they cut into 
small pieces, about the size of chestnuts, and place in 
the sun until thoroughly dried. When required for 
use, they grind it between stones very fine and mix 
it with grass or wild dock meal, usually in the proper- 
iion of two thirds tule to one third grass or dock 
meal ; the object being not only to give the dough a 
more positive taste, but also the proper consistency, 
as the tule is rather crumbly, like com meal, while 
the others are pasty. The dough, so prepared, is 
rolled into small loaves, which are placed in the ashes 
and baked ; and they make very healthy and palatable 
bread. 

Diiiiicr bcmg over, we proceeded with our bargain- 
ing, and efiected a trade, by which I received two 
horses for two wolf whelps, two sacks of dried yeni- 
son, and a black bear. The horses were received, 

and the wolves given over immediately ; but I asked 
dme for the delivery of the venison and the bear; 
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to which, the chief, as soon as he heard of my 

being robbed, readily assented. Tuolumne and I 
then mounted our newly-purchased horses and rode 
off towards the stranger camp, which was pointed out 
to us a few miles distant. 
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The strangers proved to be three Texan hunters, 
one of whom I immediately recognized and called 
his name, — Mr. Kimball. I asked what could have 

brought him into these wild regions. " Well," said 
he, to tell the truth, Mr. Adams, I never would 
have got so far, had it not been for that canteen of 
■water which you gave me on the Colorado desert." 
He was, indeed, a fellow traveller with me over the 
ninety mile desert in 1849, when several of us, being 
worn out and incapable of further travel, were left by 
the remainder of the company to get along as best 
we could. I happened to have a canteen of water, 
which I shared between Kimball and a companion of 
his ; and ever afterwards, Kimball dechired tliat that 
canteen had saved his life, — and there may have 
been truth in this declaration; for the third man, 
notwithstanding our assistance, soon after died of 
fatigue and exhaustion. 

6 * 
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TVe talked a considerable time over tliia mattw^ 
when Kimball broke oat into a loud laugb, and re- 
markang that one &7or deseired another, said that he 

had been at my camp a number of times ; but, being 
never able to tind me, lie bad £naiij taken my bears 
and a portion of my stores, suppomng that I vould» 
of course, hunt them up, and we would certainly meet. 
It was a little diflBcult to see the wit of bringing 
about a meeting in this way ; but, as it would, among 
hunters generally, be considered legitimate sport thus 
to help one's self, I could make no complaint, and 
accepted Kimball's invitation to remain over night. 
Soon afterwards we all sat down to supper; after 
wMch, Kimball and I recommenced our conyersaiion, 
and related over our respective histories, from the 
time when we crossed the desert together till the time 
of our strange meeting. It appeared from his stoxy, 
that he and liis com|)aniuns, who were named Foster 
and Partridge, had come up into the northern terri- 
tories for the purpose of making a settlement ; but 
being all hunters, they had stopped for a week or two 
to hunt. My story was a longer one than his ; and 
we sat talking together by the camp fire long after 
all the rest were slumbering. 

In the morning, Tuolumne and I mounted our 
horses, and, biddhig adieu to the Texans, took our 
bears and proceeded back to the village of Kennaaket* 
As the chief had acted liberally, I gave him the 
choice of the bears ; but he found it so difficult to 
choose between thein that ho at last proposed a third 
hprse for the second bear, which, of course, was read- 
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By accepted. We thereupon returned to our camp 
in great good spirits, having accomplished, by our 
journey, a great deal more than was aniidpated. 

It is not unpleasant to possess valuable property, 
for it makes a man feel so far rich ; but in many 
cases, by so much the more valuable that a thing is, 
just so much the more trouble and anxiety docs it 
require to watch and preserve it. There are many 
rich men, who lead miserable lives on account of their 
riches, bemg bothered almost to distraction with 
cares to which the poorer man is a stranger. Thus 
it now became a plague to us to have valuable horses, 
because we had to watch them. While there was 
nothing but mules about our camp, which no man 
cared to steal, we slept soundly, but with our horses 
we had to keep a watch every mg)it ; and from this 
period, it became a new regulation in camp, that 
there should be a constant guaid, — sometimes one, 
sometimes two of us relieved at midni^t. 

The season got by this time to be pretty well ad> 
vanced, and we began to think of our return to Cali- 
fornia, and of laying in a stock of dried meat for the 
support of ourselves and our animals on the journey. 
While at the village, the Indians had told me of a 
lake, some twenty-hve miles distant, in a northeast 
direction, where they said there were elks in abunr 
dance ; and, having now good horses, I determined to 
visit it. The next day, accoidiiigly, Tuolumne and 
I mounted the two best horses, and set out in the 
direction indicated. 

After riding hard for several hours, we came in 
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sight of a considerable body of water, the shores of 
which were low, and covered for miles with tul^ 
rushes, — making a sight which was beautifal to look 
ai. For a tame, as I cast mj eyes oyer the prospect, 
my erraii l in visiting it was forgotten ; but upon oxxr 
approaching nearer and nearer, a number of elks 
feeding in the tule, recalled me to my banness, and 
I set about making a slaughter among them. We 
determined to creep upon them ; and as the tui^ was 
tall and thick, and the animals bnsj feeding, we were 
enabled, after dismoanting, to approach close; and 
fairer mark could not have been desired than I had 
at one noble buck, which at my first fire dropped 
in his tracks. The nejct moment, Tuolnmne's rifle 
cracked, and immediately we both reloaded as qmckly 
as possible. The elks had probably not been hunted 
before, for they did not ran, but tramped around in 
bewilderment ; so that I had an opportunity to fire 
again, and broke the neck of another, which also 
dropped. Tuolumne likewise fired a second shot, 
but in doing so, he incautiously exposed himself, and 
the elks, observing him, broke for the higher grounds, 
and away they went. By the foiu* shots we killed 
two, and wounded another, which I pursued, and 
finaUy also brought to the ground. Thus, three large 
bodies lay before us, — more lliau our horses could 
caiTy ; and I was sorry, upon takmg a sun^ey, tiiat 
we had not brought the mules. We however did the 
best we could, which was to pack three quarters of«. 
an elk upon each horse ; and then after dragging 
the rest together, and covering them witii tul^s, and 
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hoisting a flag to keep off tiie wild beastB, we started 
wUli our loads towards camp, intending the next day 

to return for the balance. 

It was so late and dark before we got half the dis- 
tance to camp, that we missed our course, and for 

several hours stum1)lcd through gullies and ravines, 
without knowing where we were. We must have 
wandered several hours ; but in no direction was fliere 
any light to be seen, nor could we recognise anj land- 
marks, though they seemed familiar. At last we 
determined to fire off a shot as a signal ; and, sure 
enou^, it was answered ; but, upon getting in, we 
found that Sykcscy and Stanislaus had been careless, 
and allowed the fire to grow low ; so it was for this 
reason that we could not tdl our posilion in the dark- 
ness, approaching from an unusual direction. It is 
of so much importance on such occasions to have a 
beacon, that there was no other way than to reprove 
them for their neglect, though of course, their watch- 
ing over the horses half of the previous night, pleaded 
to some extent in their justification. 

The next day I would willingly have rested, but as 
Sykesey was not disposed to go out after the elk meat 
at the lake, which he thought he could never find, I 
took the two boys, the three horses, and the two 
mules, and made a second trip. As we approached 
the lake valley this time, a band of elks was feeding 
on tlie plain, and thinking to procure more meat as 
ell as to try the speed of our horses, Tuolumne and 
I gave them chase, and ran several miles, when Tuo- 
luuuie managed to shoot one from horseback, — which 
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was a very skilful feat. This was a fine buck, which 
weighed about six hundred pounds, and with what had 
been left ibe day before, made fair loads for both 
horses and mules. After packing them, we returned 
to camp, which we reached in good season. 

We made the round of the trape the next day, 
and in one found two coyotes, which I shot with my 
revolver, considering them not worth the bother of 
keeping ; but this eaused me regret afterwards, for 
tbey proved to be of a kind none of us had ever 
before seen, being large and finely haired. It was 
however too late to holp the matter ; and whipping 
off their hides, we swathed their carcasses in bark, 
and tied them in a tree. We did this because we 
had no tools to bury them, and did not wish them 
l^ng about near the traps, as they might have 
prevented other animak from entering. As we were 
retuniins; to camp, towards dusk, we observed four 
or five grizzly bears. We tied our mules, and as- 
cended a hill to view the valley, which intervened 
between us; but finding we could not reach them 
except by making a large circuit, we deternuned for 
once to pass on. I was loth to lose any chance for 
my favorite game, but allowed myself to be over* 
ruled, and we proceeded to camp. 

During this day, Sykesey had been busy at camp, 
jerking up the bountiful supply of elk meat so as to 
dry it ; and in the evening, upon my return from tho 
traps, he told me a story which it was a little difficult 
at first to credit. He said, that in cutting up the 
heart of one of the elks, he had found the stone-tip 
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of aa Indian arrow imbedded in its substance ; making 
it appear that the weapon had been shot, and broken 
off 8(«ie time before, and that the wound had after- 
wards healed, surrounding the stone with matter which 
was hard and callous. He had kept the heart, and 
now showed it to me ; and, sure enou^, there it was, 
with the stone imbedded. Without this poative proof, 
it would have been hard to make me believe that any 
ainmal could have lived witii such a stone m its heart; 
but two years afterwards I kiSed a deer in Corral 
Hollow in California, and found a small bullet in its 
heart, incased in xtn-y much the same manner as this 
stone was. So, from these two instances, it is certain 
that animals will sometimes live and get well, with 
wounded hearts. 

The next day, which was the fifth after our Tkit 
to Kimball's camp, he and his friends were to make 
us a vi&it ; and therefore wc remained, expecting 
them. It was not long before ihej hove in sight, 
eaeh on his own horse; seeing which, I directed 
Stanislaus to stir up what flour we had, and bake 
bread, as a token of our most hospitable welcome. 
At dinner, fliey appreciated the delicacy, and we sat 
and talked over our old travels and adventures all tiie 
afternoon, and until bedtime. When I came to speak 
of the lake, and the elks, the Xe^ans wished to go 
there with ns, and it Tas soon agreed that we should 
all hunt in that direction the next day. 
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Thb lake appeared still more beautiful and roman- 
tic upon the third vibit than it had upon either the 
first or second. The landscape about it ^ftis com- 
posed of hills covered with trees, and plains rolling 
in green luxuriance. On one side, in the low marsby 
ground skirting the water, was a heavy growth of 
tules, several miles in length and half a mile in widtii ; 
and it was among these that bands of elks, in the dry 
season, loved to congregate. It is a habit of elks, as 
of many other wild ruminants, to graze in the open 
plains principally in the evening, at night, and in tiie 
morning. During the warmer portions of the day, 
they retire to shady thickets like deer ; or, if there 
are tules in the neighborhood, these they seem to 
prefer, and among them tiiey stand almost up to the 
knees in mud and water, stamping about to keep cool 
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and drive off the tormenting flies until evening, when 

thej again sally forth into the plains. 

As we approached the lake, several hours before 
Bunset, we rode down to a small wooded stream near 
its shore ; where, hitehiiig our horses, saddled as they 
were, we made preparations for an innncdiate hunt. 
That we would find game in the tul^s at that time, I 
was well satisfied, and, therefore, directed the party 
to spread out and make a clean sweep through the 
rushes, so as to assure ourselves ot^ starting any that 
might be there. 

Aecordinglj, we spread out and began beating 
through the tul^s ; when, presently, we heard the 
whistle of a buck in front. Upon this warning, we 
advanced more cantiously; and, in a few hundred 
yards farttier, we heard tiie whistle again, and knew, 
by the distinctness of the sound, that there was a 
band of elks not far off. We soon came in n^t of 
them, and I directed each man to single out one, and 
ail fire as nearly at once as possible ; tlien each to 
reload and remain comparatively motionless till an- 
odier opportunily occurred, and then all fire again. 
In accordance with these durections, we acted in con- 
cert. At the first fire, the elks were astomided, and 
kept tramping around till we reloaded and fired a 
second shot, when they took ihe alarm and started 
off. There was a great rushing through the tales, 
which sounded as if there were a hundred elks ; but 
the tul^ were too high to enable us to see the 
actual nomber. 

We had anticipated a considerable slaughter ; but, 
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Upon going op to the spot, finmd that the band had 
left only three of its number behind. This ire all 

thoiifrht very strange, and followed the trail several 
hundred yards, iii the expectation of imdiiig wounded 
ones; but not another elk, or eyen a sprinkle of 
blood, was to be seen ; and, being thus satisfied that 
all the wounded had fallen, we returned and dressed 
the three bodies. We then endeavored to bring the 
horses to where they lay ; but the ground was so soft 
that it was impossible to do so, and thereupon we cut 
poles in a thicket near the lake, and, sUn^g a quar- 
ter elk on each, caitied them out on our shoulders to 
firmer ground, where Aey were packed on the horses 
and borne to where we had stopped, in the timber, on 
the banks of the creek. As usual, we hauled the 
meat up into trees ; all but a choice piece, of which 
we made our evenin;: meid. A rousin^c fire was 
built, and we devoured a hearty supper of elk meat, 
all enjoying it to a great degree ; and then, drawing 
fotOi our pipes and smoking, we listened to the shrill 
piping of the frc^gs in the low grounds and the occa- 
sional hoot of the owl ; or told stories of hunting and 
adrenture, till the sinking flames of our fire warned 
us to replenish it and retire. 

We were afoot the next morning again with the 
dawn, wishing to kill game enou^ to load all our 
horses ; but we had to go several miles from the lake 
before coming up with the elks, which, at this time, 
were grazing on the plains. We found them in an 
excellent situation to be surrounded; and, as there 
was a very good number in our party to accomplish 
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this manoeuvre, I sent Tuolumne and a Texan aromid 
behind them, while the rest of us spread apart, and 
all advanced. The elks, seeing riders upon eveij 
side, became bewildered, and stood staring wildly 
about, giving us a chance to shoot them down as we 
pleased. There were about twenty of them, and we 
might, perhaps, have killed half ; but, afler the first 
fire, which brought down three, we stopped and 
allowed the rest to escape, knowing that it would be 
impossible to carry away more ; nor, indeed, could 
we carry all the six we had, for each, when dressed, 
made a good load for a horse. The hides and one 
of the bodies we left hanging in the trees, intending 
to return for them at another time ; and then, each 
leading a loaded horse, we returned on foot to our 
camp, which we reached about sundown, having been 
absent two days. 

Upon unpacking, we heaped the meat against the 
butt of a tree, and the pile, together with that which 
hung in the branches around, reminded me of a place 
fieimiUar to my eyes in old times, — that is to say, the 
old Boston liiuikLt; but there was a wide difference 
between the strict old city and the wild scenery here. 
As it grew dark, wolves and coyotes began howling 
and yelping on every side, and we soon found that the 
meat would have to be watched all night. After 
supper, accordingly, sending a Texan and one of the 
boys to keep guard over the horses, Kimball and I 
took our places by tlic meat. We soon got into con- 
versation, and, in the course of the evening, he told 
me that when he was at Portland, in Oregon, there 
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was 8 vessel lying fhere, bound for Boston, which 
would sail in the latter part of Septemher. Upon 
learning tiiis, a thought strack me which had not 
entered my head before ; this was, to take my animals 

to Portland and make a shipment of them bj this 
vessel from there, instead of from California, as at 
first intended. I spoke to Kimball of this, and pro- 
posed that he and his compamons should hunt with 
mc, catch all we could, procure all the peltry and 
bears' oil possible, and ship them. He immediately 
replied, that, as for himself, he was perfectly willing 
to hunt a mouth for mc, a^ lie owed mc more than a 
month's work at any rate. I answered, that it was 
nonsense to talk in snch a maimer, for he owed me 
notiiing ; bat if he and his party would remain and 
aid me to get the shipment off, I would pay them 
what was reasonable. After talking the matter over 
by themselves, ELimball and his companions deter- 
mined to remain and have a glorious hunt for a 
month ; and, at the end of that period, we were all 
to set out together for Portland. 

Early the next mommg, accordingly, the Tezans 
started off after their effects ; Sjkesey and Tuolumne 
at the same time went off with a horse and the two 
mules for ^e elk and elk hides left at the lake, and 
I to make the rounds of the traps. In one of them 
I found a wild-cat, but had to leave it till next day, 
when Tuolumne and I went out and made a sugar- 
pine cage, in which we packed it on one of our mules. 
On our way to camp, this second day, T made an 
excellent shot at a gray fox, which was eating a bird 
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on a hilkdde qmie a bnndred yards distaiit; and 

Tuolumne also shot a wild-cat out of a tree. We * 
packed the skiDS of both ; and going on till we came 
near camp, ve met two wolves on the ran, which we 
shot at, but missed. Afterwards we learned from 
Sjkesej and Stanislaus^ who had remained cuttiug 
up the meaty that two wolves had been prowling about 
camp nearly all day ; and, as it was probable tiiat they 
would be back in the night, I made arrangements to 
give them a couple of ounces of lead to fill Uieir hun- 
gry bellies. 

The Tezans, meanwhile, had arrived ; and during 

the evening we laid our plans for the mouth, resolving 
to build two more traps, and agreeing to divide into 
two parties, each to build one. After thus arranging 
our plans, w^e took our places near the meat that still 
remained unjerked, iu e^^pectation of a visit from the 
wolves, which kept up a great howling at a distance. 
I A short time after midnight, a large pack burst upon 
us with a terrific howl ; but, there being no light ex- 
cept what was shed by the stars, we could not see 
them distinctiy, and were compelled^ for the purpose 
of getting a fire, to allow them to approach the meat, 
which they soon attacked with ravenous ferocity. 
Ihere were so many that they seemed like an army ; 
but, after tiiree of us had fired into their midst, and 
they put off, tliere was only one left killed. They must 
have been very hungry, ibr these were the first 
wolves tiiat ever dared to come into camp ; and the 
great quantity of meat tiiere, which they snuffed 
afar off, must have proved too great a temptation 
for the exercise of prudence. 
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The next morning we separated iiito paitics, tka 
. Tezana going in one direction, and my party in aa- 
other, and oommenoed onr new traps, at wfaioh wa 

worked steadily two days ; by which time we had 
completed ours, though the Texans were not done 
with theirs. While they went out on the third day 
to finish, Tuolunme and I started upon an ezcurrioii 
for fresh meat. Wo rode four or five miles ; when, 
coming upon three deer, I fired from horseback, — this 
being my first attempt of the kind from ih» horse I 
now rode. The flash, or the rei)ort of the rifle, so 
frightened the horse, that he suddenly sprang trom 
under me, and I fell flat upon the ground ; but, jusq> 
ing up and brushing the dust out of my eyes, I found 
myself but little hurt, and soon commenced looking 
for the deer. As was to have been ejq)ected, how- 
eyer, they had fled unharmed. ProceecUng further, 
we perceived a few antelopes grazing in a vallej. 
Tuolumne made a ciicuit, and fired at them, but 
nussed ; seeing which, I galloped forward, and, run- 
ning them into a ravine, made a second attempt at 
firinir from horseback. The horse was bv no means 
vicious, and I had learned from the tall before how 
to accommodate my centre of gravity to his motions ; 
so that this shot was successfrd, and brought down an 
antelope, the flesh of which afterwards served to bait 
both the old and the new traps, — the one built by the 
Texans being finished just as we arrived at it in the 
evening. 

When the baiting was finished, we all, five in num- 
ber, mounted our horses, and, m great good spirits, 
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started for camp ; but, on our way. we Buddeuly heard 
a bear snort; and the bofses pricked up their ears, 
and pranced in alarm. I stopped and looked aromid 
in every direction, and at last espied the bear in a 
bunch of bushes only twenty yards off. It was by 
ibis time too dark to procure correct aim, but, giving 
directions that all should fire at once, I blazed away ; 
and Kimball and Tuolumne did the same, but at ranf- 
dom, not seeing the bear, which gave a snort, and 
away he went, probably untouched. The Texans 
were anxious to pursue ; but I replied, !No, it too 
dark, and there was too much brush in that direc- 
tion* They rejoined that they were yery anxious to 
kill a boar ; to which I answered, that they should only 
wait a few days, and I would take them to a part of 
the country where they could have their fill of bear 
kilUng. 

As we proceeded thence very leisurely to camp, 
Tuolumne proposed that we should fri^ten Stanislaus 
by pretending to be Indians ; but this I would by no 
means Usten to. I said that it was not right to de- 
ceiye a messmate, nor good policy ; for it would de- 
stroy all that feeling of confidence which ought to 
exist betwct'u hunters. It is true, I had deceived 
Tuolumne once by pretending to be a bear, but he 
deserved reproving ; still the plan was not justifiable, 
as I am wOling to confess. It would have been 
greatly wrong to have done anything of the kind 
on this occasion ; for Stanislaus during the day had 
been working diligently at the meat, and had it all 
jerked and hui>g up. That which was already dry 
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he had packed in flacks^ made for the purpose, of 
antelope skms sewed togeiher with thongs. 

Having thus fiiiished our traps and all the work 
before us, we discussed plans for the next day as we 
sat about the nightfire. I addressed the company, 
and said that we must now be industrious, and collect 
all the animals, hides, oil, and meat we could, for 
we had but a month to remain. The others replied 
that they were willing to do their best, but that I 
should act us chief, to diruct the labor and point out 
the huntmg-grounds. This position, as it naturally 
belonged to me, I wilHngly accepted ; and I imme- 
diately directed that, in a few days, a party of us 
sLuuld proceed to a valley about forty miles to the 
east, where there were said to be plenty of buffaloes, 
and have a grand buffido hunt before leaving the 
country. This speech met with great favor, and 
confirmed my authority with that best of sanctions, — 
general and willing consent 
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CHAPTER XVU. 

MISHAPS. 
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Our Hanttng In Ctonenl. PImb of NmikMoh. lAylng In 8n]ipUet of Pnnrlik 

ions. ElV: finiit. Description of a Washington Valley. Mtuings. Slaugh- 
ter of Huftilws. A bold Coyote pays for his Tenu-rUy. More lUiffaloca 
killed. BufTaioes in a Marsh. Headloug Career of Iiulf;ik>i>i>. Mi(>adrcn« 
turt) of i*'ostcr. fester's Wounds and Cure. Another Buflalo Hunt. Buf* 
ftloM mlrsd* A dang^iu CamlMA with a BullUo. Hy Pertl and BnaiM. 
Packing to Oamp. Our OomTadM' Suoeon at Trapping. GriidlM In Osiap. 
Poster's Zenl. Attack on the Bears. Fostcr^s Peril. My Instructions. 
Foster's Death. Conduct of the Bears. Slaying of them. Attack Upon 
TuolanuM. Burial of f oeter. His Orare. Our Feellnp. 

The hunting of the next month, the number and 
character of the amnaals captured, aad the quaatities 
of skins and provisions gathered togetiier were as- 
tonishing. Every variety of animal "which the coun- 
try afforded fell in our way ; our traps, during the 
entire time, brought us profit ; our stores of curiosities 
increased with a remarkable rapidity ; and indeed the 
most sanguine expectations could hardly have ex- 
ceeded the gpod fortune which attended all our efforts* 
So numerous were our prizes, and so crowded and 
varied the incidents of this month, that a detailed 
narrative of them would only perplex the story ; I 
propose, therefore, to group the adventures in such a 
manner as to avoid the confusion of too great a mul- 
tiplicity of minuti^. 

As the time for our departure from the country 
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was fixed, we had constaatlj before our minds the 
necessity of laying in a large supply of dry meat, for 
the sustciiiLiico not only of ourselves but also of our 
aiiimais, upoa the march to Portland. We looked for 
these suppHes principaUy to the bonds of elks which 
grazed about the lake, and to the buffaloes which 
roamed over the plains to the east ; and a large por- 
tion of our time was therefore devoted to huntmg in 
those regions. The day after finishing the last trap, 
fom* of us proceeded to the lake, andj driving a band 
of elks into the tul^, we dismounted, and, pursuing 
upon foot, killed three fine ones, which we packed 
home the same eyemng. 

On the second day, in accordance with previous ar- 
rangement, Kimball, Foster, Tuolumne, and I started 
on a buffido hunt, and took with us tiie six horses 
and two mules. We rode hard all day, and arrived 
at the border of the valiey, spoken of by the Indians, 
about sundown. We camped under ti^e trees, in a 
ravine among the hills, from which we coiild look 
down over the plains below, and *see the grassy undu- 
lations rolling gently away as &r as the eye could 
reach. It was a beautiful spot, designed some day to 
present as splendid a domestic picture as now a >vild 
one ; and, as my eyes dwelt delighted upon it, I could 
not help thinking of a lame when millions of stock 
shall crop the herbage there, and the now wild land- 
scape be studded with the farms and villages of a 
numberless and thriving population. This wiU only 
be, thought I, when these old bones of mine shall 
have crumbled into dust, and when the memory of 
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the present inhabitauta shall be preserved only in 
old stories. Sach were my thoughts as I lay in my 
blanketSi with my rifle by my side ; and, vHben sleep 
came, with its fantasies, my imagination enlarged 
upon these musings of the evening, and presented a 
scene such as is fiuniliar in tiie agricultural valleys in 
the east, but will not be, liere, ^jerhaps for many 
years. 

We were up in the morning before the sun; and, 
looking down upon the plains, we beheld eight or ten 

dark objects moving slowly about at a distance, which 
were at once recognized as buffaloes. We mounted 
our horses and rode towards them. Upon approach- 
ing, supposing the others to be in their proper ])laces, 
I &:ed, and brought one of the animals to his knees 
by a baU in his shoulder ; and the next moment a shot 
by a comrade brought another to the ground; but 
the surround had not been complete, and the rest of 
the band soon broke away and escaped us. The two 
which were killed, however, furnished work for the 
day, as the meat had not only to be carried to our 
rendezvous, but also cut into strips and hung upon 
die drying-poles, and the hides to be spread with 
saltpetre and other articles for preservation. In the 
evening, again, we mounted our horses, and, taking 
the direction in which the band had escaped, camo 
upon them at a distance of six or eight miles, near a 
creek, the banks of which were beautifully timbered. 
They were grazing on the further side. We dis- 
mounted, and, tying our horses, got into the worn, but 
now almost dry, channel of the stream, and without 
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difliculty crept upon and killed three mi^litj bulls at 
£rst shots. Thus, in one daj, we secured five buf- 
faloes. 

TluB large quantity of fresh meat, as was to have 

been expected, attracted many prowlers ; and, dui lng 
the whole night, the screams of panthers, wolves, and 
coyotes, were heard all around. By dint of close 
watching, however, we worked through the night, and 
preserved our meat intact, with the exception of one 
quarter, which was seized by a bold coyote ; but the 
thief paid dearly for Us temerity, for I gave him such 
a lick with a club as broke his back. In the morning 
we found him endeavoring to drag his paralyzed hind 
parts off the field, but soon put a period to his thiey- 
ing existence. 

The second day we also made a mommg and an 
evemng hunt, and killed three bufialoes, five deer, 
and four foxes. The skins of aD we preserved, and 
the meat of all, save the foxes. Again, the next after- 
noon, we started out for bufiiadoes, and soon came upon 
a large band. They ran towards a timbered marsh, 
into which we followed, and killed three, which we 
packed to our stopping-place in the ravine. 

This marsh was an excellent place to kill these 
unwieldy animals ; for, once in it, they mired, and fell 
almost as easy a prey as when, on the ujtpcr waters 
of the Missouri, an unlucky band becomes entangled 
in a deep snow-drift, and the Blackfoot warriors are in 
need of meat. The next day, again on the hunt, we 
attempted to drive a band into the same marsh ; but 
the animals, probably aware of their danger, broke 
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off adewise, and thundered along towards a part of 
our semicircle which was guarded by Foster. This 
unfortunate man had always been anxious to distin* 
gmsh himself y but yet knew little of that prudence 
and caution which characterize the true hunter^ and, 
as the band approached, rashly threw himself in front, 
and was overthi'own. liutialocs rarely turn aside 
from theii' cUrectioD, and it is almost impossiblo to 
head them off when in full course. I have known 
them run against trees which stood in tiieir way ; and 
more than once, upon the great plains, have they 
been known to run over men, horses, and sometimes 
orer emigrant teams. Nor did poor Foster fare bet* 
ter ; for he and his horse were not only overthrown, 
but the band passed over them. Buffaloes either 
carry their heads too low to see well, or their momen- 
tum becomes unmanageable, or they rush purposely 
upon obstructions, or — and tliis is the most probable 
explanation of their conduct — all three of these rea- 
sons combine to drive them headlong forward. 

Upon rushing to Foster's assistance, we found him 
badly hurt, though not seriously. I recommended 
the watei^ure, which had availed so well in my own 
case when bitten l y the wolf; and, as liis injuries con- 
sisted of bruises principally upon the back, we tore a 
blanket uito strips, and wound them, dripping with 
cold water, about his body, from the armpits to the 
hips ; and in a few days, such was the virtue of the 
remedy, he was able to accompany us upon the hunt 
again. 

The same afternoon, leaving Foster at the ra\ine. 
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Kimball, Tuolumne, and I pursued a small band of 
buffidoes for a long distance ; bat at last tiiey began 
to labor, and their tongues hung out almost as long as 
a man's arm. Encouraged by this sign of fatigue, 
we struck our heels into our horses' sides, and yelled 
and hallooed, as jockeys do by way of incitement, 
aiiil iiaallj overtook them. As we passed, I wheeled 
and fired at the forehead of one ; but the ball glanced 
off, without penetrating. The suddenness of the ac- 
tion, however, or the flash of the gun, amazed the 
band for a moment ; and, in this nick of time, my 
comrades wounded two, which we soon killed. We 
packed the bodies to the ravine, as before, and the 
next day devoted ourselves to jerking meat and 
curing hides. 

On the fifth day of tiie hunt I had one of ti&ose 
dangerous adventures into which too great a confi- 
dence in one's own powers sometimes betrays a per- 
son. We had risen early,and soon discoyered a Wge 
band of bnffidoes, and gave chase. We pursued sey- 
eral miles, till they came to a precipitous bank of 
a creek, down which they phmged fifteen feet, and 
crossed over into the marsh Aat extended for miles 
beyond. Seeing them fairly in the mud, we sought 
low places in the bank, and rode after them ; but, as 
the soil grew less and less firm, we soon dismounted, 
and pursued on foot. The animals plunged deeper 
and deeper, and, being hampered with their great 
bodies, completely mired ; so that we easily reached 
ttiem, and in a few minutes slaughtered four. 

There was one lying in the mud a little further 
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distant, and, as my lifle ms discharged, I resolved 

to kill him with my bowie-knife. I was actuated 
in this, I confess, by a foolish desire of exhibiting 
my bravery, and approached without sufficient cau- 
tion; for, upon getting close with my knife drawn 
ready to phinge into his neck, he suddenly made a 
mighty effort, lunged against me, and laid mo sprawl- 
ing before him. He then, with his crooked horns, 
butted against my prostrate form, and pressed me 
deeply into the nuie ; so that I was m great danger 
of being drowned. The mud was soft and yielding, 
and my body sank deeply ; but this turned out to be 
a fortunate circumstance ; for, had the ground been 
harder, I should certfiunly have been ground to pieces. 
While thus going down into what threatened to be my 
gra-ve, Kimball ran up, and, just as I was disappear- 
ing, sent a ball into the bull's body, which made him 
throw up his head. In this moment, I sprang to 
my feet, wilb the kmfe still in my hand, and stabbed 
the beast to the heart, and he soon expired. Foster 
and Tuolumne meanwhile killed two more, — thus 
making six, in all, for this day. 

During the next two days we spent most of the 
time in drying the meat and curing the hides of the 
last killed bu&loes. One more hunt, indeed, we took, 
and killed three animals, but preserved only the skins. 
The next, or eighth day of the hunt, we prepai-ed for 
our journey to head-quarters by placing all the dried 
meat in sacks, which we made, as usual, of deer and 
antuiojie skins and elm bark. There being six horses 
and two mules, we Med sixteen sacks, two for each 
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animal ; and the next mormng, having packed tiiem, 

and distributed the skins, — consisting of twenty bu^ 
falo, six or eight deer, ten antelope, and twelve or 
sixteen valuable fox skinsy — among the loads, we 
btarted for camp. iSIuch dried meat we of coui*se 
left behind; but there was no other way, it being 
impracticable at that time to remoye it. 

Upon getting back to camp we found that onr 
comrades had succeeded well in hunting and trap- 
ping, having taken two black bear cubs, three black 
wolves, and a large grizzly bear, the latter of which 
they had killed. They had also killed eighteen deer, 
riz antelopes, four gray foxes, and three raccoons ; the 
sUns of which they had preserved, as also the meat 
of the deer and antelopes. That evening we sat 
about our camp fire and narrated our adventures, as 
usual ; but when I came to tell of the bufialo fight in 
the mud, it exceeded in interest all the other stories 
which were told. During the next two days we 
caught another huge grizzly bear, which we killed 
and skinned, and three black foxes. We also killed, 
upon the hunt, five antelopes and five gray and black 
foxes, which were so wild tliat we had to shoot them 
upon the run; also several silver-gray foxes, which 
are the most valuable of the species for their mag- 
nificent fur. 

The next day we all made another visit to the 
lake ; and, in the evening, killed three elks, which we 
hung in <he trees, and then camped. In the course 

of the ni^lit we were awakened bv a irnzzly bear, 
which approached; but, upon my jumping up and 
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firing, Hie animal made off with a tremendous growl. 
TioA adrentare excited the whole camp, and partieift* 

larly Foster, who was of a cliivalroiis and iiapul^ive 
character, and wished to go after the beast, even in 
tiia darkness* Sach madness I would, by no means, 
allow; but, in the morning, we had hardly started 
upon the hunt, when we came upon a large grizzly 
with two large cubs. She was probably the visitor 
of die previous night ; and Foster was almost beside 
himself for a shot. I cautioned him to go around 
with the rest of us to a wooded knoll beyond the ani- 
mals ; but he thought he could kill a bear as easily 
as a buck, and determined to advance from where 
he was. 

Seeing that he was bent upon his self-willed resolih 
tton, we exacted only a promise that he would not 

fire until we reached the knoll ; but, before getting 
upon the top of it, we were startled by the report of 
his rifle, and, at the same time, one of those terrific 
roars which the ^^^izzly makes when it mshes for a 
man. I knew, in an instant, there was danger, and 
sprang forward; bat only in time to witness poor 
Foster^s death. He had wonnded the brute, and 
then ran for a tree ; but, before he could cUmb out 
of reach, the bear seized his feet in her mouth, and 
dragged him to the ground. 

Time and again had I cautioned Foster, as also the 
others of my comrades, if ever they fell in the power 
of a grizsdy bear, to lie perfectly still and show no 
signs of life, however severely scratched and bitten 
/hey mi^t be. This is 9^ supple but valuable n4e. 
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for it seenui ihsX no variety of the animal will wreak 
its yeDgeance upon a body which shows no indica- 
tions of yitalify ; a trmt which appears to have been 

known in tlie remotest times, for the old fabulist 
founded one of his stories upon it. I myself have 
tried the efficacy of feigiung death ; and there have 
been coses where a bear would leave pretended 
dead man perfectly unharmed, but return and exhibit 
the greatest fiuy npon his attempt to move. It is 
therefore no more than prudence, in such cases, to 
remain perfectly passive and quiet until the animal 
is beyond sight and hearing. But poor Foster, in 
his extremity, forgot these injunctions, and not only 
shi-ieked for help but struggled to get away. I im- 
mediately drew my knife and rushed towards him, 
with the object of attracting the brute's attention; 
but, before I could approach, the bear, with one 
tearing grasp, ripped through his breast, and drew 
out the heart, liver, stomach, and intestines, — pre- 
senting to my gaze one of the most awful sights that 
ever my eyes beheld. 

The bear pawed and snuffed at the poor man's 
entrails, and in a few muintes was joined by her 
cubs, which no sooner smelt the blood than they be- 
came almost frantic with fury. I was much agitated, 
but ran to a tree, and, taking as deliberate an lum as 
was possible under the circumstances, pierced the old 
bear behind the shoulder. She fell, but in a few 
moments got up and tried to rush towards me ; when 
a second shot, at the butt of the ear, penetrated her 
brain, and put an end to her existence. I again 
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reloaded ; and Kimball, Partxidge, Sykesey, and Tuo- 
lumne commg up, we all fired together upon the cabs, 

one of which fell ; but tlie second, tliough wounded, 
showed fight, and, being a year and a half old, made 
an assailant which could not be despised. As our 
rifles were discharged, we threw; them aside and 
awaited the attack with our knives. The beast came 
up, nothing daunted, and made his first pass at Tuo- 
lumne, whom he struck to the ground. We leaped 
forward at this, and Kimball and I, at the same time, 
from opposite sides, plunged our kmves into the bear's 
Titals, 80 ibat he soon expired. Tuolumne was con- 
siderably bitten and scratched, but not seriously in- 
jured ; and we turned our attention directly to our 
deceased companion. 

Haying neither pickaxe nor shoyel at the lake, we 
despatched Partridge and Sykesey to head-quarters 
for them. The rest of us then laid out the remains 
as decently as we could, and began our watch over 
them, which, as the tools did not arrive till the next 
evening, lasted two days and two nights. On the 
third morning, we dug a grave four or five feet deep 
under an oak-tree ; but, before consigning the body 
to its final resting-place, I requested Kimball to make 
a prayer to that Great Being whose presence per- 
vades the wilderness as well as temples built with 
hands ; and lie made an untutored appeal, praying 
Heaven to witness the last sad rites due the dead, — to 
which I fervently replied. Amen. We then lowered 
the body, which was wrapped in a blanket ; and, 
placing sticks over it, threw in leaves, and then earth, 
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which we heaped up into a smaU mouiul. Two 
smoo&ed jkeces of wood were placed, one at the head 
and the other at the foot of the graye ; and, upon 

the side of the tree immediately above, we carved the 
name of William Foster, and the date and manner of 
his dealJi. 

Having thus done all in our power fur our deceased 
comradei we gathered our tools and started for camp. 
It was a aolenm hour tiiat we thus had to leave (me 
of oor oompamons behind ; and deep and lasting was 
the impression it made upon us. Poor Foster ! He 
was an nnfortanate but brave-hearted and willing- 
handed man, and we all began to love him. Haj he 
rest peacefuUj in the lonely grave to wliich oui* rough 
but iiiendlj hands consigned him t 
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DC THB CHAPARRAL AGAIN. 
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ct Bargains. A great Bargain. Prvparations lor Travel. Appoaranoe of 
OTV Cunp. ARiml of Xndiaaft md HteM. Bnnking up of Camp. 

Our hunting in Washington lasted a few weeks 
longer, and, during this time, we had several notable 
ad^entares ; but for several days after the death and 
burial of Foster, inspired witi^ the solemn feelmgs 
which that sad event occasioned, we had little heart 
to hunt, and busied ourselves about camp, overhauling 
our dried meats, curing our peltries, and attending 
the traps, which continued to yield prize after prize. 
We entrapped, in succession, from this period till our 
final departure firom the country, two black foxes ; two 
black bear cubs ; a white wolf, the first of the kind we 
had ever caught; two small animals called fishers, 
which occupy a position in natural history between 
&e raccoon and the mink ; a brown bear and cub ; 
two panthers, an old and young one ; a large grizzly, 
which we killed in the trap ; a black wolf; two other 
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fishers ; two other hlack foxes ; anotlier black wolf ; 
and another white wolf, apparently the mate of the 
one caught previooslj. All tiie larger animals thus 
cauglit we took to our camp with lassos ; the smaller 
ones, including the panther» we caged, and packed in 
opon our mules. During iihe same time we killed 
many deer, antelopes and foxes, and also can^^t a 
number of fawns. 

In caging tiie bear cubs last mentioned, Kimball 
and I wrapped the lower part of oar arms up to ilie 
elbows with elm bark, and, while our comrades hoisted 
the trap-door for a moment, we entered, seized the 
captives, bound them, and, without difficulty or scratch, 
placed tibem in the cage. 

Whenever we wished to hunt a particular species 
of animal, we knew where it would most likely be 
found ; as yarious animals prefer particular kinds of 
country. Buffaloes love grassy plains ; elks, uioist 
ground ; panthers, heavy timber ; and so on with 
other animals. A rugged and brushy part of the 
country was prolific in foxes; *and another, a dry, 
airy plain, was a favorite place for antelopes ; but all 
these animals roamed in different directions, and upon 
some expeditions we would meet with almost every 
variety in the same quarter. Our camp was, so 
to speak, a centre, where diiierent ranges of ani- 
mals merged into each other. In one direction was 
a hilly country, sparsely timbered, but covered with 
dense chaparral, and this was the bear ground. It 
was here that my other principal adventures in Warin 
ington occurred. 
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On the &£3ih daj aJ^ter Fogter's buiial, we proceeded 
to the bear ground, aod reached it towaidfl eveoiiig. 
We soon descried four bears, two old ones and two 
nearly full-grown, digging on a hill-side, and close 
togetiier. I turned to Kimball and Partridge, and 
exacted a promise that they would follow my injuno- 
tions implicitly, which they agreed to do ; and I then 
gave the necessary instructions, directing all to get 
upon the hill above the bears, fire upon them, and, if 

pursued, each man take an oljhque direction, around 
and up the hill, — such as the bear hnds it difficult 
to follow,— and, if necessaiy, climb one of the trees 
which here and there stood upon tiie ^mnence. All 
acted according to this plan ; and upon the fii'st fire 
both the young bears were wounded. The old ones, 
however, immediately observed and rushed towards 
us, when I directed the Avhole ])arty to cUmb ; and 
we were soon seated in the boughs of trees. 

Full-grown grizzly bears rarely dimb, and rarely 
attempt to do so; but, sometimes, if they see the 
object of their pursuit climbing, they will attempt to 
foUow. In this case we had time to locate ourselves 
before the bears approached ; and, upon conung up, 
they merely ran from tree to tree, looking at us, and 
growhng, but without attempting to clunb. As wo 
had carried up our rifles, I soon reloaded, and fired 
at the old female, which was under my tree ; and at 
the same time Kimball fired at the old male, which 
wafi under his ; when both, badly wounded, made a 
tremendous howling, and went off together towards 
their cubs. We immediately reloaded, and, tuliuwing, 
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found thorn making a crreat ado about one of tlie cubs, 
which lay dead ; but the other cub was nowhere to be 
Been. We crept as near as we safely could, and 
fired another volley ; but, owing either to our excite- 
ment, to the growing darkness, or to the distance at 
which we fired, our shots had apparently no effect, 
except that tiie old bears, leaving the dead cub, 
escaped into a thicket of chaparral. We pursued 
a short distance, tracking them by frequent blood- 
stains ; but, finding the chaparral very thick, we re- 
solved to wait until morning, and took up our night- 
quarters where we were. 

Xhere was a moon for seyeral hours that ni^t, and 
we kept a strict watch, expecting the old bears to 
return ; but they came not, nor gave any signs of * 
their whereabouts, i'rom this circumstance, as well 
as firom the quantities of blood stainmg the trail, I 
concluded that they had been badly wounded, and 
determined to penetrate the thicket after them ; but 
my comrades, when I amiounced my determination, 
regarded it as madness, and demurred. I placed the 
butt of my rifle on the ground, and asked, Gentle- 
men, was it bears you came out to hunt ? They 
said it was. Well then," said I, I am astonished 
to see you falter. We have lost a companion, it is 
true ; but that is no reason why bears cannot be 
hunted with safely. Here we hare several fine cnes 
wounded, and, without a doubt, disabled ; and we can 
find them w^ithout much search. It is safer and 
easier to follow these than to hunt up others; and 
besides, it is cowardly to &lter at tlus stage of the 
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iramnesg/* These reafions seemed to hAve weight : 

and my comrades replied that they were ready to 
follow. Accordingly we crawled in under the inter- 
laced thicket) and followed the bloody trail. 

We proceeded four or five hundred yards, and 
came to the bed of a creek, dry at that season of 
the year, with banks four or five feet high, all densely 
overgrown with chaparral. We halted there, and 
held cuuiisel for a few moments ; and then proceeded 
on, down the bed of the creek, as the trail led us. 
In the course of a few hundred yards fiurther, I dis- 
covered the old she bear lying on her ade, and knew 
from her position that she was dead. Being several 
yards in advance of the company, I hastily jumped 
upon the body, and, placing myself in an attitude as 
if Imlding her down, siiouled for my comrades, who 
were just comiug around a bend in the creek ; and, 
seeing me in that position, they started back ; but I 
soon showed them there was no danger, and we all 
had a hearty laugh. Upon examining the body, we 
found that it was shot l^rou^ the head, heart, and 
bowels ; and that several balls had struck her in the 
sides, but had not gone through the fat. 

After a turthcr consultadon, we determined to pro- 
ceed, and followed the tml a long distance furdier 
down the creek. There was now not so much blood ; 
but we could sec the tracks of bears in the sand, and 
occaaioikally a few red stains. I think we proceeded 
as much as a mile from where Ae body of the female 
lay, when we discovered a den, and the two remain- 
ing bears lying in it ; and, judging firom their pofflr 



Digitized by Google 



IN THE CHAPABSAL AGAIN. 



tioiiy I knew that both of them were aEve. Witb* 

out the loss of a moment, I directed mj comrades to 
stand ready to fire ; and myself creeping to a bu;^ 
within ten yards of the den, laying off my capi and 
steadying my nenres, I raised my rifle, and, anning at 
the old bear's breast, sent a ball through his heart. 
He lay with his head upon bis paws, but, upon the 
fire, he rolled over, nttered a growU and died. The 
cub, at the same time, tried to rise, but had been too 
badly wounded the previous evening, and my com- 
radea soon finished him. After catting up, we packed 
iiie skins of all four bears, and the meat of the last 
two, and proceeded to camp. 

In a few days after these adventures, we proceeded 
to the bear ground again ; and, towards evenmg, came 
to a small valley covered ^vitli wild oats, where we 
discovered three bears, an old female and two small 
cobs. I climbed a tree to reconnoitre ; and, observ- 
ing their positions, directed my comrades to make 
circuits, while I would proceed directly forward, and 
he who should have the best opportunity was to fire 
first. After waiting long enough for &em to pass 
around, I advanced, and was crawling up amun;^ the 
oats, when suddenly 1 heard tlie report of one of 
their guns. I rose at once, and, looking over the 
tops of the oats, saw the old bear running towards 
Sykescy, who was reloading. T cried out to him to 
climb a tree ; but immediately Kimball hred from the 
other side, and the old bear, being strack in the bat- 
tock, suddenly turned around, and, seeing the new 
assailant, rushed at him. Kimball was a considerable 
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distance from any tree ; and, fearing that he ould be 
in danger, I rushed forward to his assistance ; but he 
managed to reach and eBmb an oak, and I po| ]^)ed 
beliiinl a bush before the bear saw inc. 

In his haste, Kimball had dropped hia rifle, and, 
haying no weapons but his pistol and knife, could 
scarcely have contended agunst the furious beast, if 
she should have reached him. I saw that she was 
about to climb, and therefore fired; but mj shot, 
which struck her in Ae neck, on1yser?ed to enrage; 
and while I hastily reloaded, not having observed me, 
she made a leap at the tree, and clasped it. Kimball 
fired his reyolyer, charge after charge, at her, but 
without apparent effect ; and up she went, while he 
climbed out towards the extremity of a limb. Seeing 
tiiat he was badly frightened, I shouted to him to 
haye courage, and ply his knife like a man, if she 
reached him ; and at the same time, rushing up with 
my rifle and getting nearly under her as she was 
climbing, I planted a bail under her fore leg. She 
rolled over on the limb, and in a few moments, fell 
heavily to the ground, which she no sooner reached 
flian I sprang upon her, and plunged my knife to her 
heart seyeral times. 

As soon as she was dead, I looked up for Kimball, 
and found tiiat he had gone into the yeiy top of the 
tree. I hinted that he would haye shown a properer 
spirit had he come down instead of gone up, so as 
to have assisted me if it had been necessary; but 
he excused himself on the plea that he thought only 
rf his own safety, and did not know that I was in 
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danger. We had barety got done talking about Oua 
matter, when Sjkeeey, who had also consoited his 

owu saiely more than my daoger, came np ; and we 
then consulted as to the best mode of securing the 
eubSy which were niniung about yelping and bawl* 
ing. Tlicy had annoyed me considerably by flying 
at my legs, while approaching the old bear ; but I had 
kicked them off^ knowing that it would be impossible 
to secure iliem while the dam Hyed. 

By this time it was dusk ; but, as there was a good 
moon, we proceeded to cut a large number of poles 
and green boughs, and built a brush house around and 
over the body of the dead bear, leaving only a door 
for the cubs to enter. We then retired a short dis- 
tance, and, lying down, watched the motions of the 
cubs ; but it was several hours before they approached 
the corral. When they did so, they hopped upon the 
brush, and then off again, and smelt around, as if 
very suspicious, for a considerable time, flndlj, 
however, one of them ventured in, and was soon fol- 
lowed by the other; both vainly expecting to find 
there that protecticNi, which, had their mother been 
alive, she would have aflforded to the last drop of her 
blood. 

The cubs being thus both encaged, I sprang to the 
door of the corral, and, seizing one by the tuft of 
the head, held, while my comrades tied him. With 
the other, however, we had more trouble ; he was the 
stronger and more savage of the two, and retired to 
the fiurthest comer, so that I had to creep in after 
him. The place was only a few feet high, and six or 
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ei^t feet in diameter, and very daric. At first I 

could onlj hear him growling ; but presently could 
see his eyes giisten. As I got quite close, he flew 
ftt my &ce and eyes; but, being ready for this, I 
seized and secured him, with but a few unimportant 
scratches, -which made me quite hloodj, it is true, but 
did no serious injury. Thus we added two more fine 
spedmens to our stock of living wild animals* In 
the morning, we packed the meat and hide of the 
old bear, and carried our prizes to camp. 

The time that we had appointed to leave for P<Mrt- 
land now approaohed ; and, setting apart a day, I 
"vvent down to the Indian village for the purpose of 
engaging the necessary horses and men to aid me 
in the conyeyance of my animals. I explained my 
wants to Kennasket, and said that my business was 
to make a great bargain ; but at the word " bargain '* 
he smiled in a dgmficant manner, and held out his 
arm, which was bandaged firom wrist to elbow. What 
tliis meant I did not understand ; but lie soon told 
me that one of the black bears which he had pur* 
chased of me had bitten him badly. White man,'* 
said he, "very good; but white man's bargams~ 
very bad! " I replied that if the bears were so bad, 
I would buy th^ back. He asked whether I would 
return tiie horses, but I took care to change the 
subject of conversation as quickly as possible ; and, 
after an extended circumlocution, we came to busi- 
ness, whioh was the luring of thirty horses and six 
Indians, to go to Portland, which was nearly three 
hundred miles distant. Kennasket did not like to 
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famst the horses among the pale fiiuses of Portlaad, 
but he finaUjr cimsented ; and we agreed that I was to 

have the horses and men at the rate of two sacks of 
dried meat for overy hors6| aud aix fawns and one 
joimg elk for the men. Saddles and tn^ppngi 6a 
the horses I was to find at my own expense. 

The next day, we made a last expedition to the 
bufialo vailey, to procure as much meat as possible, 
for the purpose of defraying oar indebtedness to the 
Indians ; and, in a hunt of several days, killed seven 
buffisdoes, six antelopes, and four or five ibxes, which 
we packed in* The snoceeding diree days, we busied 
ourselves arranging for our journey. We made sad- 
dles of boughs fastened together with wooden pms 
and a few nails, and covered with elk-skin ; also 
^rtiis and straps, as many as were needed. We also 
prc])arcd and arranged the packs, marking and num- 
bering them; so that our camp, in a short time, 
resembled a sort of bazaar, where the packages of a 
caravan are displayed. 

As soon as all was ready, we sent to the village all 
the meat, flEkwns, and the young elk, which constituted 
the payment for horses and men ; and the same day 
six Indiaiis arrived witli ilnriy liurscs, making our 
party now consist of twelve persons, thirty-six horses 
and two mules, m addition to the wild animals, which 
formed quite a menagerie. The next morning, we 
arose early, packed our horses, and collected our 
animals ; but there was much besides to be attended 
to, and it was, therefore, not until nearly noon that 
we finally broke up camp and got under way. All 
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oar animab wluch codd not be driven or led, we 

packed in boxes upon our horses or mule^; also the 
akins, dried meat, tools, and in lact eveiything worth 
taking ; and a strange looking cavalcade it was^ aa 

we moved off in colimiu. 
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It produces a feeling of melancholj in the mind to 
leave foreTer a spot where much pleasure has been 
experienced, and about which cling many deHghtfiil 
associations. For this reason, notwithstanding the 
rudeness of our accommodations, the wiidness of the 
countijy and the character cf wanderers which we 
had assumed, it was not without regret that we looked 
for the last time upon the nohle trees, the rocks, the 
green lawns, and the beautiful, clear spring of our 
8ojounung-|dace in Washington* But, in my mind, 
the I'eeling of regret was soon superseded hj that 
of care for my caravan, to see that every member 
fulfilled his duty« This, in a short time, withdrew 
my attention from &e retrospect ; and, after a sin- 
gle backward glance, I left the place, looking only 
.forward to the requirements of die journey, and 
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the many exigencies which would necessarily arise 

upon it. 

We proceeded in good style and comfort the first 
day as far as the residence of Kennasket, where we 
unpacked, and encamped overmght. During the 
evening I made tlie chief a farewell visit ; and he and 
I talked a long time upon various subjects of mutual 
interest, and, among others, about the bears which I 
had sold liim. He evidently wished to be rid of 
them ; and, afiter some bargaining, I purchased them 
l>ack for six sacks of dried meat and four wolf skins. 
He asked about the puppy he had given me, and 
when I replied that it was in my caravan, he seemed 
much gratified, reg^ding my care of the whelp as a 
compliment to himself. After some further conversa- 
tion, he asked >viiat I was going to present him as a 
remembrancer of the trreat White Hunter. I replied 
that I had only wild beasts, but if he would accept 
one of them he should be welcome. He answered 
that he would like a white wolf; and I gave him 
one* 

The next day, we again got ready to start ; but, 

even after we were drawn up in column, there were 
many little matters with the chief and with other 
* Indians to be arranged, and delay after delay took up 
much time. Besides, there were diflficulties in put- 
ting the caravan in motion ; for of all heterogeneous 
compositions, it was one of the most curious* It was, 
indeed, a strange assemblage. In the first place, 
there were five horses packed with buffalo robes, of 

which we had about thirty-five ; next, four horses 

s 
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packed with bear skins, and several large bear skulls ; 
then, two packed with deer Bkins ; two with antelope 
skins ; one with fox and other small skins ; seven 

with dried meat for the use of the animals on the 
journey, and, in part, on their intended voyage ; 
one with boxes containing the young bear cubs last 
caught ; two with boxes containing wolves, untamed ; 
a mule Avilli luxes and iishers in baskets ; and a 
mule with tools, blankets, and camp luggage. Al^ 
most all the horses, besides the seven specially 
devoted to the purpose, carried more or less dried 
meat, — even those we rode. But the most remark- 
able portion of the train consisted of the animals 
which we drove along in a small herd ; these were 
six bears, four wolves, four deer, four antelopes, two 
elks, and the Indian dog. 

In the disposition of the caravan, two Indians, who 
served as guides, rode foremost ; next followed the 
packed horses, with four Indians to attend and govern 
them ; and next myself, with the animals. Kimball, 
Partridge, Sykesej, Tuolumne, and Stanislaus, brought 
up the rear. This order, ho>vever, was sometimes 
varied ; from time to time, Kimball and I would ride 
at the head of the column ; but, as neither of us 
knew much of the route, we could give but little aid 
to the guides, and were compelled to leave much to 
their discretion. 

As we started forward in the presence of tiie 
assembled inhabitants of the Indian village, Kemias- 
ket invoked the blessing of Heaven, and asked the 
Great Spirit to have us in his special keeping ; and 
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thus, with the prayers of the Chief for its success, 
the Httle car&vaa entered upon its fatiguing joumej, 
which was to lead over mountains, across rivers, and 
through dangers and perils. We travelled that daj 
until the middle of the afternoon, Avhen the animals 
became weaty, and I thought it high time to camp ; 
but the guides assured me that in half a league fur- 
ther we would come to good springs, at a place called 
Little Bock, where we soon anired, having travelled 
about twenty miles during the daj. 

At LiUlc Jiuck, which was a ledge of stones at the 
hot torn of a high hill, whence sprang the head waters 
of a stream flowing west, we unpacked our horses, 
and, arrangmg the packs in the form of an inclosure, 
mounted a guard of two men, and prepared to pass 
the nig}it. One, at least, of mj own men was always 
xm watch, for it was not impossible that the Indians 
might he treacherous ; not that they really were unre- 
liable, hut, considering the cutiumstances and peculiar 
dangers of my situation, there was much to make me 
distrustfid and anxious at iirst. The night, however, 
passed over without a difficulty, and the next morumg 
we resumed our journey. 

We travelled the next day imiil noon ; when, find- 
ing some of tlie animals foot-sore, we halted until the 
next day in a small valley, where there was plenty of 
grass, tiiough but little water. The fourth day we 
proceeded, and travelled till the middle of the after- 
noon, and then camped as before. We should have 
hurried on the succeedmg day, but found the backs 
of the horses too much chafed and swollen to pro- 
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ceedf and had to lie over a few days, during which 
the sores were washed, and doctored with soap-root. 

We should have reinained there longer than we 
did, but the deficiency of water, and our exposure to 
the attacks of bears, panthers, wolves, and other 
beasts, during two nights, induced us, the second 
morning, to proceed, notwithstanding the still sore 
and swollen condition of our horses' backs ; and we 
moved on five miles further to Yellow Rock, where 
there was excellent grass and water. Upon reaching 
that spot, we were all much delighte<l. It was a vale 
richly covered with grass, and the high hills about it 
with oak, pine, cedar, and other forest trees. A lit- 
tle stream meandered through it, exposing, here and 
there, a yellowish colored rock, from which the place 
received its name. We remained three days, and 
provided ourselves with fresh venisou in abundance,- 
by hunting in the neighborliood. 

At the end of this time, leaving Yellow Bock early 
in the morning, we travelled till afternoon, when we 
were suddenly thrown into consternation by the ap- 
pearance of a band of fifteen or twenty horses rushing 
furiously down a valley in the hills, and making a 
straight direction for our caravan. At first, I sup- 
posed them to be wild horses; but soon found that 
they belonged to Indians, who were chasing them« 
There was not a moment to be lost ; but, dashing for- 
ward, swinging my lariat, and whooping witli ail my 
might, I managed to break the coarse of the band, 
turned them to the right, and thus, doubtless, pre- 
vented a disastrous stampede in my train. 



Digitized by 



ODB CABATAM. 



173 



It is necessary for those luiviiii: numljcrs of horses 
under their cliaige to guard against stampedes with 
much care^ particularly in wild countries, where they 
are most likely to occur, and where there is the great* 
est danger in them. When horses get into one of 
these panics, they frequently ruin, sometimes kill 
themselyes ; and it is always difficult to recover them 
at all. An old horse, which otherwise could hardly 
he whipped along, will sometimes, in a stampede^ 
dash off so furiously as not to he possibly overtaken. 
It is, indeed, a notable fact, that the increased 
strength as well as the recklessness of great excite- 
ment which are sometimes observed in panics among 
men have their counterparts among animals. For 
instance, when upon a crowded ocean steamer the 
cry of hre is raised, and men plunge madly into the 
devouring waves, instead of coolly apj^lying their ener- 
gies to extinguishing the flames, in wlmi do tliej show 
more of the reasoning faculties of mind than horses, 
when, lightened with some sudden tenor, they plunge 
over precipices ? 

Those in pmsuit of the horses were three mounted 
Indians, who would have passed on; hut, upon my 
beckoning, they stopped and came up. I had a short 
conversation, and learned from them that there was 
a large rancheria of Indians ahout tweuty-hve miles 
ahead, — a camp on a large fishing-stream. I also 
asked about the country and trail towards Portland, 
and gave them to understand that my party ^Nas a 
portion of a great nation of wliite people, and that 
we were bound, on particular business, to the white 
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aetUements at Pordand and along the river. The 

intention was, to impress them with the idea that tliey 
could not attack us without drawmg the vengeance 
of our govenunent upon their heads ; bat I added 
that the white people would use llicm well ii" they 
allowed us to pass uudisturhed. At the same time, I 
gave them each a package of dried meat and a piece 
of fresh venison. They replied that the red men 
would not trouble the white people ; and then, break- 
ing up the interview, they proceeded upon their way 
after the horses, which by this time were &r in the 
distance. After this interruption, we travelled on 
until evening, when we encamped, and placed a 
strong guard as a matter of precaution, knowing the 
Indians to be in our neighborhood; but nothing oc- 
curred during the night to disturb us. 

The next day we journeyed on, bearing off to the 
right so as to avoid the rancheria. I diould have 
liked, on my own accuuut, to visit this place ; but 
considered it better, for the saiibty of my cai^avan, to 
keep at a distance. Had we gone there, and found 
the Indians as exacting as is usual with them, we 
should have had to part with a largo portion of our 
stores. We therefore passed, and pushed on through 
a kally country, densely covered with oak, pine, cedar, 
and other large trees, until at last we descended into 
the valley of the Upper Columbia, and encamped 
upon its bank. 

Here we were brought to a stand, to know how to 
cross the river ; but, as there was only one way to 
proceed, I threw off my coat, and, taking a long pole, 
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nuninted my horse and plunged in, for the purpose 
of testing its character. My horse was almost imme- 
diately beyond his depth, and comnicnccd swimming ; 
but I could touch the bottom with mj pole until near 
the middle, where the water was very deep. On the 
opposite side, it became shallower, and the bottom 
sloped regularly to the bank. After ascertaining 
tb^e facts, I rode up along the bank several miles 
and crossed back again ; but, finding no more favop- 
able spot than the first for a joassage, I returned to 
camp, convinced that it would bo necessary to build 
a raft. 

During my brief absence, the boys had been an- 
gling, and caught some beautiful fish of the perch spe- 
cies. They obtained sufficient for a good supper, 
which we fried upon flat stones heated in the fire, 
using bear's oil mstcad of butter, — and a choice 
meal they made. After supper, we consulted about 
the maimer of our passage of the river, and decided 
upon commencing the construction of a raft the first 
thing m the morning. 

In the morning, accordm^y, we all went dihgently 
to work, and by night had our raft completed. It 
cunftistcd of pine logs, and was about twenty feet 
long by ten wide, A floor of spht cedar planks^ was 
pinned upon it, making, in all, a complete raft, capa- 
ble of carrying about one third of our luggage at a 
trip. We should have crossed immediately, but, it 
being already sundown, we determined to wait until 
the next day. 

We had hitherto, fortxmately, not been molested by 
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the Indliiiia of the nei;xhborhuod ; l*ul this night sev- 
eral biuudered into camp. We hurried them off as 
BOOH as possible, and, knowing that we should be 
completely surrounded in the morning, immediately 
prepared to cross, night as it was. For this purpose, 
leaving the loading of the raft to my oomrades, I 
took a number of lariats, tied to one another, and, 
tastening one end to a tree on tlic bank, taking; the 
coil on my arm and, mounting my horse, plunged 
into the stream and crossed to the opposite bank, 
where I ^tened the otiier end of the rope to anotiier 
tree. Having secured it, I plunged again into the 
water, and, crossing back, ordered the passage to 
commence. 

It required eight men to work the raft, — some 
pullmg at the sweeps, others attending to the ropes ; 
after arran^g whom, I placed myself at the bow, 
with a due feeling of importance, being, for ihe first 
time in my life, captain of a water-craft. The float 
was then shoved off, and we moved forwards as gently 
as could be desired, — tiie men working well, speak- 
ing scarcely a word on the passage ; and we landed 
on the opposite side, in a short time, with comj^ete 
success. We unloaded, and placed the luggage on 
the bank ; then recrossed, took a second load, which 
was ferried over with like success ; and then returned 
for a third and last load, consisting of the animals 
and the remaining portion of the bagi^age. 

As we were about to push off for the third time, 
daylight began to appear. We had experienced 
great delay in arran^ng the animals on the raft; 
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and, even then, it was a matter of impossibility to 
keep them quiet, so that I was compelled to leare mj 
place as captain of the erafb, and take my position 
amoag the animals, wiiicli were very restive ; and the 
more I endeavored to quiet them, the worse they 
grew. In the midst of the nproar, the raft being 
about two thirds of the way across the river, the 
guide-rope broke ; and our craft, being set adriit, 
oommenced floating down stream. The confusion 
became almost indescribable ; the men were wild, 
and two of the animals, Lady Waslmigton and a 
black cub, plunged oy^board ; but, being good swim* 
mers, they followed the raft. It was difficolt to 
restore order ; but finally the men took to the 
sweeps, and we managed to strike the shore about 
a quarter of a mile below where the guide-rope 
would have taken us had it not broken. 

AU would have been well now, but the horses still 
remained upon the oppoate side. I had intended to 
ferry them over too ; but, after the breaking of the 
rope, this was impracticable ; and there was no other 
way bat to swim them. The Indians, meanwhile, were 
eoUecting in large numbers ; and, as delay might be 
dangerous, I jumped into the stream and swam over 
to where they were ; and, directing Tuolumne to take 
the lead, I mounted my horse, and, with the Indians 
of my party remaiiung on that side of the riyer, 
irove the other horses after him. We got them 
eadly into the water, and droye them, swimming, 
across, all but two, which, being unable to keep 
their noses up, soon titrangled and floated down. 

8 * 
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We gathered our animals and luggage together, 
but could not got ahead that daj, and accordingly 
isamped ; but the next mommg, early, we started of!^ 
and travelled all day. In the evening, when it was 
time to stop, the guides thought we would had water 
in a league or two, and we pushed on; but these 
expectations proved to be entirely delusive. We 
travelled several hours longer without the least indi- 
cations of water, and finally were compelled to stop, 
almost completely worn out with exhaustion and 
fatigue. To make the matter still worse, I found 
that the guides had lost the way, and did not know 
in what direction to proceed. Here again was a 
dilemma ; for, besides the want of water, the dismal 
prospect of a long and difficult search for the trail 
caused anything but pleasant anticipations. 

The next morning, early, Kimball and I started out 
with the double object of searching for water and for 
the lost trail. I rode fifteen or twenty miles, without 
having success in either particular; but Kimball, 
though he could not find the trail, managed to dis- 
cover water, to wliicli the caravan directly moved; 
and there it had to remain until we could find the 
trail. As soon as we had refreshed ourselves, Kim- 
ball and I and the guides started out again, but 
were compelled to return at nightfall, as misuccessful 
as before. I felt provoked at tiie carelessness of the 
guides; but, as the matter could not be helped in 
that maimer, I could only resolve to make more 
sUenuous endeavors the next day. 
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Thb reader will better imderstaud the difficultiea 
to which we wexe now reduced, when it is stated that 

the road we were travelling was a trail, used only 
by Indians m their periodical journeys to and from 
the fishmg-grotinds of the Columbia. There was no 
regular road, in the civilized sense of the teim, nor 
were there even landmarks; but the guides were 
expected to know the way by the general appearance 
of the country, the direction of the hills, and such 
other signs as are cognizable in Indian science. 
Place a good woodsman in an unknown wilderness, 
• and he will soon master it. As he goes throu^, he 
iiutioes every hill, every rock, everything,' indeed, of 
peculiarity, so as to know it on returning, and be 
able to recognize it again, even after a long period 
>f intervening time ; and the same is to be expected 
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of Indians, to whom, uaualljr, this sort of wood-craft is 
a necessary accomplishment. 
The reooverj of the lost trail, however, was not as 

easy as was to have been expected ; for, though we 
searched several days, it was all in vain. I at last 
detenmned to send Kimball and one of the guides 

Lack to the nvcr to follow it fruin there ^ directing 
them to blaze their way upon the trees ; and, as for- 
tone willed, they stmck the trail at a distance of 
fifteen miles. Their discovery spread satisfiiction 
throughout camp, and we all rested easy that night, 
and the next morning early were ag^ on our way, 
pushing towards the soutiiwest. 

The couiitry became more and more wild and 
rugged as we advanced, until it seemed as if we 
would be intercepted by a certain mountain, to 
which the Indians gave the name of the Humpback. 
It was quite a mile in steep ascent, and difficult to 
surmount, but we reached the top at last. Looking 
from the elevation over the country, we saw that it 
was all a wilderness ; but the view of the white peaks 
of the mountains St. Helen's and Rainier made us 
forget our fatigue, and, after sufficiently enjoying 
the prospect, we struck down through a rocky, bar- 
ren, scrub-oak country, to a stream of water, which 
we followed a few miles, and camped in a grassy 
canon. 

At this camp, about midnight, we were thrown into 
great confusion by the report of a stampede among 
tiie horses, caused, we supposed, by an attack of 
Indians. At any rate, the horses had broken from 
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their pickets, and gone off. I seized my rifle, and 
ran out to the place, but, upon inquiring particularlj 
of the guards about the circumstances of the stam- 
pede, concluded that some wild beast had disturbed 
US) and not Indians. The next morning, at dawn, 
upon examining the ground, we were convinced of 
the correctness of the conclusion bj finding tracks 
of a panther, and also traces of blood ; by following 
which the distance of about a mile, we came upon 
the carcass of a dead horse, the neck of which had 
been giiawed. We were satisfied, on miiiuter exam- 
ination, that a panther had sprung upon this horse, 
and retained his hold until he had killed hinu 

From the finding of this carcass, we were able to 
conclude positirelj that it was not Indians that had 
made the attack ; and we therefore e^qpected to find 
the horses in some ravine, it bemg impossible for 
them to proceed far alone in tliat rough couutry, even 
in a stampede. We accordingly divided into small 
parties, and, pioceedmg in difierent directions, soon 
discovered and collected them, losing only two. Re- 
turning, w^e packed up and proceeded down the 
stream until night, and camped again. 

The next day, we crossed over a mountainous 
country, covered with rocks and scruhhy trees, and 
camped at night in a comibrtless place, where our 
horses suflered from the want of water and grass. 
The next morning early we were on our road again, 
and travelled till the middle of the afternoon, when 
we came in view of a beautiful valley, down which / 
flre hastened, and camped in a grassy spot which pre- 
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Rented a welcome contrast to the rockj iind rough 
countrj we bad paBsed o?er in tiie Iiigher lands. 
Dazing the next two daje, we craaed over hffls and 
ravines, well timbered, and, on the third morning, 
came in sight of the great valley of the lower Coium- 
bia, which all hailed with pleasure ; and, deecending 
into it, we camped, wiUi good grass and water. 

The point at which we struck the Coliuiibia was 
near the Cascades, a few miles below a feny, to 
which, after a brief stoppage, we proceeded. At tins 
place, I had a notable quarrel with the ferryman, a 
must unconscionable fellow from Pennsjrlvama, named 
Hall. He possessed a good boat of hewn timber, but 
demanded so large a toll tiiat, had I acceded, the fer- 
riage of my train wuuld Lave cost over a hundred 
dollars. I offered to pay a reasonable price in dried 
meat, or peltiy, or animaki ; but he would not listen 
to any such thing, though I had no money whatever. 
I then endeavored to induce him to take one of my 
horses ; but neilher would he do this. Finally, find- 
ing I could do nothing with him in the usual manner, 
I gave him notice that I was determined to cross at 
any rate, and, as he was not disposed to do what was 
right between man and man, I would take his boat in 
spite of him. lie swore that I should not ; I per- 
sistei that I would. Words grew loud, and he started 
towards his cabin, as if going for a weapon ; but I 
took my rifle from my shoulder, and told him to stop ; 
and, seeing me to be in earnest, he did so. We now 
• had more hard talk, when the fellow offered to feny 
us over for the best horse in the trun ; but I woukl 
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not allow this. " There,'' said I, " stands a horse 
worth seveatj-£ye dollars in mj market ; if jou like 
to take him, good and well ; if not, it caimot be 
helped." I suppose," he replied, if 1 do not 
take him, I will get nothing ? " "I know," rejoiued 
I, that you will get nothing ! " A little more 
grumbling, and Hall illnatoredly prepared his boat^ 
and we crossed over in two divisions. 

Ifrom the ierrj, we travelled down the river till 
evening, when we camped, and the next daj pro- 
ceeded through a well-settled country. Along the 
road, we attracted much attention, as may well be 
imagmed* The people who saw us g^ed with wonr 
der, for such a caravan was never seen before or 
since in those regions. They asked many questions, 
too, about whence we came, whither we were going, 
and who we were ; bat we did not atop to answer 
them. Pushing on, we arrived towards evening 
within a few miles of Portland, and camped in a 
grove of beautiful trees, which we made our head- 
quarters during our stay there. 

Thus we arrived at our place of destination, in full 
time for the sailing of the vessel, which proved to be 
the bark MizTy Ann, bound for Boston. Within a 
few days after our arrival, I made all the necessary 
arrangmeuts for the shipment, and })laced all the 
animals, skins, oil, and curiosities, which I had col- 
lected during the summer^ on board, — all except my 
favorite. Lady Washington, to whom I was so at- 
tached that I could not think of parting with her. 
The other ammals were placed in charge of a compe* 
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tent person, employed to feed them during the voy- 
age. For ikeir sustejaaace, meat aud other proviaum 
in abondaDce was abipped ; and indaed the sahnoii 
which constitated a portion of the cargo of tbe Tessel 
would have served, and did afterwards serve, as food 
for moat of them. In the mean time, I obtained an 
advance on the credit of mj l»otiier, and settled with 
Sykesej, Kimball, and Partridge, and made j)rescnts 
to all the Indians. These matters being all attended 
to, on die appointed day of breaking up, we sep- 
arated, and each party took a different direction. 
The Indians, vnth their horses, istarted out on their 
return to the eastern part of Washington ; Kimball 
and Partridge detennined to remain in Oregon, and 
Sjkcsey with them ; and I and the Indian boys, Tuo- 
lumne and Stanislaus, with two horses, two mules, 
Lady Waahington, and my dog, took the road up the 
Willamette Biver, on our return to California. 

Such were the adventures of my first season's 
hunting. I have endeavored to relate them trothfolly 
and plainly. In some instances, memory may have 
failed, and mistakes have occurred, • — no ^solk is free 
from faults ; but two things will be borne in mind : 
first, that I kept no notes, and speak only from mem- 
ory ; and, secondly, that I make no pretensions to do 
more than I peiforra. Doubtless, the story might 
have been told in a more interesting and lively man- 
ner ; but, surely, I have done my best, and this must 
suffice. 

It may be here added, that the anim^k shipped at 
Portland reached Boston in due time, and were dia- 
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posed of to advantage by my brother William. They 
were sold to dilforent persons, — some placed in mu- 
seums, otliera carried about the country, — all con- 
tributing more or less, to spread a knowledge of the 
natural history of the Pacific Coast of the United 
States. As for Lady Washington, whom I retained, 
she became my constant companion ; and, as will be 
seen in the sequel of the narrative, travelled with me 
ilie next year to the Rocky Mountiuns, and the subse- 
quent year to the Kern lliver and Tejon countries. 

Nothing worthy of special mention occun-cd on the 
road from the valley of Willamette to California, 
except, perhaps, the passage of the Cascade Moun- 
tains in the snow. We had been cautioned against 
the attempt; but the previous winter in the bierra 
Nevada had given me such experience of snow and 
snow travelling that we hastened on, without heeding 
the cautions, and accomphshed the task without any 
great difficulty. Ihence we crossed over to the Yreka 
Valley, and travelled southward along the foot-hills of 
the Sierra, in the same maimer that, in the spring, we 
had advanced northward* 
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CHAPTER L 

017B CAMP IN THB 8IEBBA HETADA. 

Mr oM CMBpiiiff^fraaiMl. Condition of mf Wigwam. PndanlniDee of th» 

dMtructiTe Faculties. Repairs. Preparations for Winter. A Visit to 
Howard's Ranch Furlough of Tnolumne nn<\ Stnnifslaua. My Solitude. 
Oooup&tiODfi. Lady Washington. Her Dbposition. A Hunt at lieil'g 
llndovB. Experiment of packing the Lady. Condnet of the Lady. An 
•Id Orialjr entnpped. Tho Ladj sod I on .Watch. A QiMtf Daat and two 
Cobs «nt>appod. IMfporitioa of them. Betom of Snolnmne and Stanis- 
laus. Adventure with a Bear at Stniwlwrry "Ranch. Attacked by Coyotoi. 
My Cattle. Advaucu of Winter. Our Excursions. Tke Snow. Tuolum- 
ne's Feet frostbitten. Treatment of them. Stanislans and I OTertakon in 
a Bnow-itotm. Onr Shritor. tadj Washington my BodMlow* Snoir- 
dMM. Slodcta. Lidj Waaliii«ton at a d»«g|it AnfanaL fle k ctad 

MfM of nj AdTODtOlM. 

Upon reaching the old eamjnng-groimd at the 
head waters of the Merced River, I found that my 

wigwam, in its untenanted and uncared-for condition 
during the summer, had become dilapidated. Not 
that the elements had done much to demolish it ; its 
substantial coiistr action would have successfully re- 
sisted all attacks of the weather ; wild beasts would 
not have troubled it, and the Indians would, for mj 
sake, have respected it ; but my brother white man, 
it seems, could not forego his destructive inclinations, 
and on every side there were evidences of his devas- 
tatmg visits. The doors, which I had made with 
much trouble, were broken down ;^ the clay plastering 
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of the walk was peeled; many of the poles which 
made a part of its frame were displaced; and the 
marks of the hatchet were to be seen all about it. 
Just as, in the settied world, every man feels it 

incinii^'ont upon him to fling a stone or kick off a 
board from a deserted shanty, so, in the mountains, 
a hunter or a miner can rarely pass a vacated cabin 
without hackiii;^ into it or pulling apart its timbers. 
Curiosity, or a hope of Ending iiidden treasure, might, 
perhaps, instigate this desolation ; but the more prob- 
able cause is tiie mere spirit of wanton destruction 
which characterizes a large class of men, and par- 
ticularly the greatest rovers. 

Fortunately, my tools and all my small valuable 
property, left in California, I had concealed in a 
cave ; and, as those had escaped, there was but little 
to be lost, even though my cabin had been entirely 
destroyed. At any rate, the labor of a few days, 
with Tuolumne and Stanislaus to assist, placed things 
in a better condition than before ; and I soon found 
myself completely prepared to meet the winter, which 
was rapidly ap[)roaching. We made a comfortable 
home for ourselves, a good stable for such of the 
horses or mules as we might wish to keep about us, 
and put up several stacks of dried grass for horse- 
feed, when the mountains should be buried in the 
deep mantle of frost 

In a few days after thus arranging camp, I made 
a visit to Ilowiird's Ranch, where I had left my 
wagon ; and, finding that it had been well taken care 
of during my absence, made a further agreement 
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nith Howard to retain it^ and also to take charge of 
my mules till I dionld require them the next spring ; 
for I had already projected a vidit to the Kocky 
Moontains, and wished them to recmit for the ser- 
vice hy an entire winter of ease and good pasturage* 
Upon this visit, I passed a villap^e of liiJians, who 
proved to be the tribe to which my boys belonged ; 
and their chief wished to know of me what had 
become of them for so long a period, • I replied that 
he should see them in a few days ; and, upon getting 
back to camp, I presented Tuolumne and Stamslaus 
wiili new siuts of buckskin, and, giving them one of 
my hijrses to dispose of as they pleased, started 
them off on a visit to their people. They were highly 
delighted with the permit, as well as with the pres- 
ents, and bade me good-bye in high spirits, promising 
to return before the spring, and accompany me upon 
any expedition, wherever I should choose to lead 
fhem. 

When they had gone, I was, of course, again left 
alone in the mountains, far from my fellows, iar &om 
what are usually considered the pleasures and comr 
forts of society, with none to think of but myself, my 
horse, my bear Lady Washington, and my little dog, 
the ^ft of my friend, the Indian chief, Kennasket. 
For a few days, after being thus left, I felt lonely 
indeed. It seemed as if I had lost everything in 
the world, and I knew not what to do; but, by 
degrees, the burden of solitude grew lighter, and, in 
the course of a week, I was as busy and contented as 
during the solitary months of the previous winter. 
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The old cave in the rocks, which serred as a hiding- 
place for my tools, had preserved them well, and I 
was soon at work, repairing and getting traps ready 
for every prize which chance mig^t throw in their 
way. 

Lady Washington was now a constant companion 
of all my httle excursions. She accompanied me to 
fhe scenes of my labors, stayed by me while I woriced, 

and followed me when I hunted. The kind and gen- 
tle disposition she had begmi to exhibit in Washington 
Territory improved with time and care, and she 'was 
now as faithful and devoted, I was going to say, as it 
was possible for any animal to be ; but, in maldng tins 
assertion, my noble Galifomian grizzly, Ben Eranklin, 
that most excellent of all beasts, must be excepted. 
But for Ben, the history of whose magnanimous traits 
of character will adorn the followmg pages, the Lady 
could truly be pronounced second to none of all tlie 
creatures over which the Creator appointed man to be 
the lord and master. 

One day, when hunting with the Lady at Bell's 
Meadows, four or five miles from camp, I killed a fat 
buck, and attempted to carry it home upon my shoul- 
ders ; but soon found it more than 1 was either willing 
or able to bear. The idea here struck me, of making 
tiie Lady carry half of it ; and no sooner thought 
than done. She had been taught to carry small 
burdens in Washington, as has heretofore been re- 
lated ; but never before had her power been applied 
to a practical purpose. I accordingly split the deer 
in two parts, and bound one upon her back^ — not. 
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indeed, withoat an expectatkm that she yroaJA roU 

upon and render it useless ; but it would still serve 
ibr ber own food or bait for the traps, and would, con- 
gequentlyi not be a matter of much loga. Haymg 
bound tihie burden as firmly as possible, I took tiie 
remaining meat upon my shoulder, and with mj riiio 
Started ahead. 

During all the time of the pacing fhe Ladj stood 
very stiii, only sometimes looking up in my face with 
an eiqpreflflion indicating that she would rather eat 
than cany the load ; but, as soon as I started ahead^ 
she looked around at the load and the lashings, iheu 
raised first one paw, and then the other, and endeav- 
ored to pull them off. Each time she did so, I 
exclaimed at her, and she made a step forward ; but 
presently she £Eurly turned around, caught a portion 
of the pack in her teeth, and would have torn it oS 
had I not picked up a stout cudgel and given her 
seteral rape, on die receipt of which she growled, but 
deasted. I then started ahead rapidly, calling hffg 
along, and she jumped up and followed. We ad- 
Tanced, however, only a short distance, when she la/ 
down and commenced rolling, trying in ttus manner 
to get the burden olF; but again I gave her a few 
CU&. On starting forward a second time, she again 
followed a riiort distance, Iben lay down and rolled 
as before ; but at last, finding that resistance to my 
authority was vain, she acquiesced in her task, and 
finally, after a troublesome and bard aftmioon's wcnrk, 
we arrived at camp. Such was the first packing of 
the Lady, who a£terwards, on more than one occaaioni 
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bore my eamp equipage and other heavy burdens irith 
wiUisgiieBS, and even alacrity. 

In a few days after this, I entrapped a large 
griady, which was so yiolent that it was nece»- 
saiy to watch to prevent his breaking out of tiie 
structure. On this occasion, for the first time, I 
packed the Lady with my blankets ; and she carried 
them witiiout dissent, thus aflfording me the satisfao* 
tion of foreseeing of what great assistance she would 
be. She remained with me at the trap all night ; 
lay peacefully by tiie rousing fire which I built ; and 
for several nights, indeed until a secure cage was 
made and the new prize safely transferred to it, she 
kept me eoaxpmj in my exposed vigils. 

A week or two subsequently, I caught a female 
grizzly and two yearling cubs, which, together with 
liie old grizzly above mentioned, I soon afterwards 
carried down to Sonora, and disposed of at good rates, 
laying in and bringing back with me a stock of 
necessaries for the winter. Just previous to starting 
on this trip, the Indian boys, Tuolumne and Stanis- 
hkus, returned according to their promises ; and my 
camp was therefore in gpod hands during my. aib* 
sence. 

On mj return, when within a mile of StraAvberry 
Baoeh, late in tiie afternoon, I diol a fat buck ; I 

was, however, too much fatigued to pack the body, 
and left it lying, while I rode <m to a log-hut, intendr 
lag to go back for it after refreshing and resting 
myself. Upon returning about sundown, I perceived 
that a grizzly bear had taken possesaion of the meat^ 
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and waB busily makiiig hk sapper ; which aadadons 
intenneddling his, after I had made up my mouUi 

lor a good roast that evenings was as unpleasant as it 
was unexpected. I determined to punish the fellow 
with proper spirit ; and, accordingly, crawling around 
without being perceived, I got beimid a huge piue-tree, 
from which, taidng a deliberate aim, I fired at him. 
Owing, however, to the duskiness of the hour, my aim 
was not as good as cuuld have been wished, and the 
ball must have glanced, for the bear, after uttering 
a tremendous growl, rose upon his feet and looked 
around for liis disturber ; but, not discovering me, he 
soon dropped upon aUrfours again, and ran off with a 
speed which did credit to the locomotive powers of 
the species. After he had disappeared, I ventured 
down to the deer ; but found that the bear had got 
his full share, for he had eaten nearly haE He bad, 
as is the general habit of bears, commenced operor 
tions at the breast, consumed the vitals, and then 
attacked the foreparts. I shouldered what he had 
left, and started off ; but must acknowledge that 
every rustle and stir for a while produced anything 
but a pleasant effect upon my nerves, and more than 
once I supposed that now the real battle would 
come. 

The bear, however, had got enough ; but m a short 

time three saucy coyotes came up behind me, and dis- 
puted the title to the venison. They ran around, 
barked and snapped at the meat, and endeavored to 
seize it ; and, it being too dark to procure aim with 
my rifle, the only way left to defend the booty was to 
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take my bowie-kmfe to them. The coivardly knares 

eecmcd to understand the virtues of the old steel, 
and kept at a respectable distance ; till at length I 
reached the hut, and built up a hirge fire, which ef^ 
fectually scared them off, though they afterwards re- 
turned with an accession of forces, and barked and 
yelped about the neighborhood all night. After roast- 
ing and eating my supper, I carried the remainder 
of the meat with me into the cabin, aiid, bolting the 
door, lay down and had a comfortable night of sleep, 
to which my fatigue had disposed me. 

The next day, I reached camp and found every- 
thing in good order, as w as to have been expected utt- 
der the care of my faithful boys. From this time, for 
the next monlh or two, we contmued m our mountain 
camp, making short excursions in search of game only 
as we required it. Meanwhile the winter advanced ; 
first the rains feU, and by degrees the snows came 
more and more frequently, until at length the regular 
snow-line descended from the higher peaks far below us ; 
and at last the entire mountain-'Side was enyeloped for 
the season in a glittering white mantle. As the snow- 
line descended, the game, as usual, preceded it ; so 
that it was only occasionally that our traps procured 
us a stray wolf or bear, and all our hunting had to 
be done in the more moderate climates in the foot- 
hills below. In our trips up and down the mountdns, 
we were at first much incommoded by the snow ; but 
presently, after a few thaws and frosts, the cmsi 
became sufficiently hard to bear us weU, and we trav 
elled upon it with comparative ease. 

9 
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Upon one of these tripB^ Taolomne complamed 
about Us feet ; and, on examinination, I ascertdned 

that they were frostbitten. I immediately directed 
him to bathe them m very cold water, then anoint 
ihem irith panther's oil, and wrap them up in cotton 
cloths. After doing this, he was put to bed and 
required to remain at camp for several dajs, bj which 
time he fully recovered. 

One of these days, Stanislaus and I went out on a 
Bhort hunt, but were overtaken by a dreadful storm, 
and compelled to take shelter ibr the night under a 
pme-tree. We built a rousing fire, and lay down to 
sleep ; but in the course of the night I awoke, and 
finding the weutlier very severe and Stanislaus suffer- 
ing firom coid, I made him take my blanket in addt* 
tion to his own. As for myself, I coaxed Lady 
Washington, who accompanied us, as near the fire as 
possible, and then lay down next her, having her 
shaggy coat on one mde and the fire on the other. 
It was ray first experiment of this kind, and I felt a 
little fearful for a while of having a troublesome bed- 
fellow ; but, being very sleepy, I soon forgot my anx- 
iety in slumber. Once only she got up and withdrew 
for a few minutes, but soon came back, lapped my 
hands a moment, and agam nestled down in her for- 
mer position, apparently with the object of get- 
ting as close to me as I Avished to get to her. It 
was late the next morning before I waked, when I 
finmd my shaggy componbn still sleepbg, and as 
calmly and peacefully as could have been desired* 

In the early part of the winter we also made our- 
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selves snow-shoes, by bending tough pieces of green 
wood into large bows, and weaving over them stripa 
of green hide. These we fastened to the bottom of 
our moccasins with straps of buckskin ; and, having 
thus wide foundations) we were able to walk easily 
upon the surface of the snow, ev^ when it was very 
soft ; and tliej were of great service on many occa- 
aions. We also constructed sledges to transport our 
game through the snow; and sometimes hitched op 
Lady Washington, and made her draw them. She 
was slow m learning her duty at this kind of service, 
and required watching and correction some time be- 
fore she took to the work with proper spirit ; but, by 
de<!:rees, she learnt the lesson well, and was tlms of 
great value, not only as a beast of burden, but also as 
a drau^t animal. 

But a detailed account of our wintering in the 
mountains of California, where there were so many 
objects to attract and engage the attentioii, would fur- 
nish in itself ample matter for a large volume. I 
must remember that I have an almost intei*ininable 
subject before me, and am therefore compelled to 
compress and abridge with an unsparing hand ; and 
sometimes pass over much time in a few words. I 
must remember, that now, and here, I can only select 
the more important passages of my adventures, and 
present them to the reader in as brief, plam, and m- 
adorned terms as possible. 
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CHAPTER IL 

TOSEMITE. 

Arrival of Solon Resolution to visit the Yoaemite YtShj witii him. Our 
Ooolitel. OnrfltuL TbeScMd. VbitlmpmMloaiof tlwTalley. Splm- 
dom of Mm 8mw» The Yi«w firom th« Toot of tiM ClIlBi. GoDoiii Hunt* 
fag, Mrlh of Rambler. B«n Franklin. DiMOvwy of a Qfiadj*! Den. 

My one Idea. My Resolution. My Preparations. The Ravine. Chaparral. 
Reconnoitring. The Position and Appoaranre of the Den. Provision for 
my Mule. A Night-watch. Report of the Rifle among the Hills. Subter- 
ranean Sou ads. A Day •watch. A Sight of the QrixjUy Dam. Change oi 
FodHon. PrqMiatioiilbr»Ooaib»t. Sleep. A Fuitim'i fierMm. Akfin. 
Belleetion. My JM&embmUion, The QMtj ToU. Tlio BMponw. Ap> 

] irance nf the Bear. Our relative PoaltiOU. AtlftOk. A dMpentO 

Xa»rt. Swthof tbeBear. Mjleefiagf. 

As the spring of 1854 approached, and die snow 

line moved higher and liigher towards the summits of 
the mountains, and the grass began to sprmg upon 
slope and shelf, and the game to follow, and the hnnt* 
ers to come up, we had occasional visits firom the rov* 
ers of the countries below. One of these was Mr. 
Solon, of Sonora, who stopped on his way to the far 
mous Yosemite Valley, that most sublime re^on of 
California, and perhaps of the world. He came, he 
told me, having heard of my hunting, to persuade 
me to go upon a general hunt m the great valley ; 
and it was not long before we projected a trip, which 
was to last about a month* The agreement between 
us was, that, in consideration of my fumisfaing a 
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horse, two mideB, and the asenstance of Taolumne, I 
^aa to receive two tliirds of the prizes and profits of 
the expedition. We immediately proceeded to make 
amngements for the hunt ; and, at the end of a few 
days, after bringing up the mules from Howard's, 
and laying in a stoek of provisions for the subaist- 
ence of Stanislaus during our absence, we started 
off over the mountains southeastward, taking with 
us, besides the horse and mules, mj bear Lady 
Washington, and a greyhound which I had pur- 
chased on my last visit to Howard's, and broaght 
up with me. 

Our road was rough and difficult ; but, after travel- 
ling three days, we arrived upon the brink of the great 
valley. The first view of this sublime scenery was so 
impressive that we were delayed a long time, as if 
spellbound, looking down &om the mountain upon 
the magnificent landscape &r below. It is vain to 
attempt to convey the eflfcct produced by those giant 
and picturesque cYiSa three thousand feet high, that 
romantic valley-bottom with its green carpet and 
very stream, and those groves of trees, which are 
formed and placed as if a skilful artist had disposed 
them to portray the essence of romance. It is vain 
to atij^mpt with words alone, to convey the impresrions 
produced upon the minrl bj such an enchanting sight ; 
magnitude may be imagined, beauty may be conceived, 
but the breadth and scope of these rocks, the temper- 
ed tants of these distances, the influence of these sub* 
lime forms, inclosing within their compass lawns and 
groves and grassy banks, presenting at every turn 
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new and nnima^ned splendors,—- all these must be 

seen and felt, to be fullj comprehended. 

Bnty howeyer grand the Y&Uey looked from above, 
it was not nntal the next daj, when we descended 

into it aiid looked upward, that we obtained the 
grandest views ; just as, at Niagara, the most awe- 
inspiring right is from the foot of the falls, looking up 
at the waters, pouring, as it were, out of heaven. 
There is a fall here, too, thousands instead of hun> 
dreds of feet in height ; but it was not the faU, so 
much as the scenery below and around, that rav- 
ished mj eyes, and produced impressions upon mj 
nund that are ineffiuseable. Who could ever forget 
those stupendous chfifs, with their fit associates, the 
tapering evergreens! or the greenswards, and oi^ 
and cotton-wood groves of the vallej, with such sui^ 
roundings ? — and Flora adorns the carpet under- 
neath, as brightly as the rainbows paint the spraj 
above. We spent the entire day visiting every in- 
teresting point, and searching out the varied beauties 
of this ine^diaustible valley. 

The next morning, we moved about ten miles above 
the falls, and pitched our camp in a grassy glen, 
where for several days we hunted with great success, 
dajdng deer, antelopes, and bears. In thisicamp, 
the greyhound unexpectedly presented me witii a 
litter of puppies, one of which grew up to be Ram- 
bler, tfie companion of Ben, and, as such companion, a 
sharer in my aSection fi>r that noble ammal. 

My next adventure, and the most fortunate of all 
my career, was the capture of Ben Franklin, the 
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flower of his race, mj fiimest friend, the boon com- 
panion of my aflber-years. Upon reviewing fhe ad- 
venture now, it seems that an inexplicable influence 
was at work within me, foreshadowing the singulax 
good-fortune in store, and attracting me, with an 
irresisdblu impulse, to brave the dangers and ia- 
tigues of beseiging, day aft-er day, and night after 
ni^t, the stronghold of his ferocious dam, slaying her 
in the very portals of her den, and seizing her oS^ 
spring by fighting my way over her body. 

We had moved to the head waters of the Marih 
posa River* On the first hunt there, I discovered a 
grizzly's den, and no sooner had my eyes fallen upon 
it, than I forgot all other hunting; I thought and 
dreamed of nothing else than how to take it ; this, 
at once, became all my ambition. Deer, antelopes, 
panthers, wolves, and other bears there were, in 
plenty, about me ; it seemed, too, that they crossed 
my path more frequently than ever ; but they were 
unheeded ; all my mind was taken up with the one 
sole idea of what proved to be the greatest of my 
achievements, fired with this single thought, I deter- 
mined to separate from my companions, leaving them 
to employ themselves as their inclinations pleased ; as * 
for myself, I had chosen my post, and would station 
myself at it, to succeed in my undertalong or die in 

the attempt. 

Having thus resolved, X cleaned my rifle and pistol, 
sharpened my knives, prepared muzdes and strings, 
furnished myself witibi provimons, and, packing my 
blankets upon a mule, started ofl* for the scone of my 
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labors. It was a carion-like raviiie between two billd, 
densely covered mth thickets of chaparral, with here 
and there a bunch of juniper bushes, a scrubby pine, 
or a cedar. A heap of fresh dirt in the thicket on 
one side, indicated the site of the den. It resembled 
ihe earth which a miner wheels out and dumps at the 
opening of a tunnel ; and in size was as much as 
about fifty cart-loads. The chaparral about it con- 
tained some thorn bushes, but could stall be pene* 
trated. Like almost all the Californian chaparral, it 
was thornier than that found in Washington ; but not 
so much 80 as that of Mexico, which cannot be safely 
entered, unless a man be clothed in leather. 

In a short time alter arriving, which was late in the 
afternoon, I climbed a tree, and reconnoitred the en- 
tire ravine. From that position, I observed and chose 
a spot for concealment in a bunch of jumpers, on the 
opposite side of the canon, and about a hundred yards 
distant from the den ; and, upon cautiously crawling 
up, found, as I had anticipated, that it afforded a fair 
view of its mouth at the same time that it screened 
me entirely from observation. Though it was impoEK 
sible to see far into the den, I soon ascertained its 
character to be similar to tiiat usually dug by the Cali- 
fomian grizzly; — in form something like an oven, 
having an entrance three or four feet in diameter and 
six or ten feet long, with a larger space, or den 
proper, rounded out at the extremity, intended for the 
lying-in place of the dam and the bedding of the 
cubs, A number of such dens I had seen m the 
Sierra, varying only according to their podtion and 
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the quality of the ground in which thej were excar 
vated. The rayine here was ragged and narrow; 
and the den penetrated its steep, bushy side, about 
fifty feet above the bed of the stream, at this time 
dry, which formed the bottom of the canon* 

After making ihese observations^ and satisfying 
myself that my position was the most judicious pos- 
sible, being convinced that there were cubs in ilie 
place, I went back to the mule, built up a little fire 
for her protection, and then, leaving her to iierself, I 
took my blankets, returned to my post in the juniper 
bushes, and commenced my watch, which I kept up 
unremittingly till morning. It was an uncomfortable 
vigil ; the ground was so steep that there was no l^evel 
place to lie down, and the ni^t was very cold. I 
thought several times in the course of it that I could 
hear the barking of cubs in the direction of the den ; 
bnt, with tins exception, every thing in the ravine was 
silent and dreary. Other wild beasts had evidently 
been driven away irom the region by the fear of the 
savage tenant, who made ail a desert in her neighbor- 
hood ; so that even the lugubrious howls of tlic wolf 
and coyote, which custom had made music to my 
ears, were inaudible ; and for the very want of mel- 
ancholy noises, I was more than usually melancholy. 

As the light of dawn began to peep, the thought 
stmck me to discharge my rifle for two reasons : first, 
to see what effect it would have ; and, again, to put 
in a fresh charge. Upon doing so, the report echoed 
off among the hills, as if they were playmg with the 
^jnaceustQiiied sound. It ha4 barely 4ie4 away, when 
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tiiere seemed to be a sntoffing underground, very 

faint at first, but growing louder and louder, until 
there was no mistaking it for the growl of a bear. I 
climbed a small tree, and looked and listened atten- 
tively, in hopes of seeing her ; but the sound died 
awaj in a few minutes, and again all was silent. De- 
scending to my place in the bushes, I continued the 
watch, now peeping into the den, and then looking at 
the vultures and buzzards sailing high overhead, till 
the sun rose, which, in that narrow gorge, was not 
until nearly noon. I then returned to the mule, 
moved her to a new pasture, and provided myself 
with a meal of dried venison, wliich I ate with exces- 
sive relish, and washed down with water from a spring 
at the foot of the ravine. After satisfying myself, 
feeling much refreshed, I cautiously returned to the 
juniper bushes, resumed my watch, and sat most of 
the afternoon with my arms ready for action ; — but 
there were no signs of bears, and no noises save the 
chirping of a few birds among the chaparral. Short- 
ly after mid-day I got a short nap, and in the even- 
ing went back and built a lire near the mule ; but 
before dark I was at my post again, and there I re- 
mained, shivering, till morning. 

About daybreak there was agdn a noise in fhe 
den, and I thouglit tlie old bear might be stirring, and 
prepared for her reception ; but it was a vain expec- 
tation; for in a short time all was quiet, and it 
seemed as if she never would show herself. As the 
morning advanced, however, I discharged my rifle 
again, and was gratified, not only with a snuff in tlie 
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den, but also with the sight of the occupant's head 
and paws, as she came to the mouth of her strong- 
hold; but the most grateful circumstance was the 
yelping of cubs, wliich could now be distinctly heard. 
Being thus convinced, beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, of the presence of what I sought, I directly 
made arrangements for an encounter with the dam. 

For an attack, my position, ciiosen for an outluok, 
was too far distant; and, besides, a rugged, deep hol- 
bw intervened ; so that, even had a ball wounded the 
animal, I would not be near enough to improve the 
advantage. Accordingly, after attending to the wants 
of my mule and eating my lonely meal, I moved my 
position across the ravine to a point about forty yards 
above the den, from which I could easily see the 
bank of excavated dirt, though not the entrance. To 
reach this point, I had to move through the bushes 
yery circumspectly, and, therefore, slowly ; in many 
places it was necessary to use my knife in cutting my 
way ; and much noise would inevitably have brou^t 
the ferocious brute upon me, wlule unprepared. Upon 
reaching the position at last, there appeared to be 
nothing to disturb my view, except several twigji 
which stuck up a few yards in front ; these I found it 
necessary to remove ; and, for this purpose, laying 
aside my rifle for the first time in two days, and 
crawling forwards under the brush, I rose, cut the 
twigs with my knife, laid them aside, and, creeping 
back to my position, as cautiously as if in an Indian 
ambush, again felt safe bx the companionship of my 
rifle. 
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As the thiid eTening approached, I viatied tiia 
mnle as before, bat neglected to make a fire ; and, 

hurriedly returning, touk up mj post for the night. 
Up to this time excitement had kept me mkeful, 
but tired nature now caDed for rest ; and, as I sat 
with my blankets drawn closely round me, and my 
rifle between my knees, I unwitting fell asleep, 
and for many hours was totaOy uneondous of my pur- 
poses in that wild and savage glen, and the dangers 
which surrounded me. It was nearly morning when 
I was suddenly aroused and dreadfotllj startled bj 
the screech of a ])anther on the hill above me. For 
a moment my very bones quaked with terror ; but I 
soon reasoned myself calm* What a fool, thought I, 
to be thus startled by the cry of a panther, a cowardly 
brute, which dare not stand face to &ce and fight 
with a man ; while here I am, inviting a combat wifli 
a grizzly bear, the savagest beast that ranges the 
forest ! With this comfortable reflection, I worked up 
my courage, and, bemg greatly refreshed with mj 
sleep, felt bold enough to face almost any odds ; — 
but the panther did not approach ; and in less than 
twenty minutes a distant scream notified me tbat he 
was already far beyond my reach. 

Daylight came, but the bear still remained housed, 
and I began to think she would not make her appear* 
ance. My watching was now becoming very irksome, 
and, feeling much like bringing the adventure to an 
issue, I determined to rouse her. There was some 
danger in this ; for my plan would probably attract 
her directly to me, and, as sure as she should see me, 
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I knew she would give no time to draw an aim. Be- 
fore putting my plan in execution, therefore, I stuck 
my cap faU of green twigs, and stationed mjself in 
such a manner in the bushes that it woold take a nice 
eye to discern my form, e\cn though looking directly 
towards me. Having thus disposed myself, cocking 
and drawing my lifle, I uttered one of those terrific 
yells with which I hare so often started tiie grizzly to 
iiis feet. It echoed like the roar of a lion up the 
cafion; and in a moment afterwards there was a 
booming in the den fike the puffing and snorting of 
an en^ne in a tanncl, and the enraged animal rushed 
out, gro^riing and snu&ng, as if she could belch tbrth 
Hbe fire of a volcano* She rose upon her hind feet, 
and exhibited a monster form, — limbs of terrible 
strength, bhe looked around in every direction; 
but in a few moments, seeing nothing to attack, she 
sat down npon her haunches, with her back towards 
me and her face towards the opposite side of the 
canon, as if her enemy were there. 

During these few minutes I stood as motionless as 
a statue, hardly breathing, waiting and watching an 
opportunity to fire. Had I met such an animal un- 
awares, in an unexpected place, her ferocity would 
haye made me tremble ; but after my hng watch I 
• was anxious to commence the attack, and felt as steady 
as a piece of ordnance upon a battery. As I watched, 
I saw her turn her head towards the den ; and, fearing 
she would retire, I gave a low, sharp whistle, which 
brought her to her feet again, with her breast fronting 
iirecUy towards me. It Was then, haymg my rifle 
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already drawn, that I fired ; and in an instant, drop- 
pug Uie rifle, I drew my pistol in one hand and mj 
knife in the otber* The bear, as the ball dapped 

loudly in the fat of her breast, staggered and fell 
backwards, and began pawing and biting the ground, 
— a sure dgn of a deadly hurt. Oopious streams of 

crimson blood also gushed from her breast, and I 
knew that they came from the fountainhead. The 
work was, indeed, nearly done ; but so anxious was 

I to complete it at once, that I commenced leaping 
over the bushes to plunge my knife in her dying 
heart ; when, gathering her savage strengft, she rose, 
and, with one last, desperate effort, sprang towards me. 
The distance between us was only thirty feet, but, 
-fortunately, full of brush, and she soon weakened 
with the prodigious energy requisite to tear her way 
through it. I discharged the six shots of my revolver, 
the last of which struck under the left ear, and laid 
her still for a moment ; when, leaping forwards, I 
plunged my knife to her vitals. Ag^n she endeav- 
ored to rise, but was so choked with blood that she 
could not. I drew my knife across her throat, and 
after a few convulsive struggles she expired. 

My feelings, as she thus lay dead at my feet, it 
would be difficult to describe. I looked at the hills 
around, to see if any eye had beheld my success ; 
but all was alenoe. I looked to the heavens ; but all 
was quiet, only a vulture was circling like a speck 
in tliG distant ether. I was alone in the gorge, and, 
as I looked upon the dead monster, felt like Alexander 
sated with victory, and wishing another foe to engage, 
worthy of my prowess^ 
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CHAPTER IIL 

BBK FBAKKI.IN. 

SkMimbtoBaeolkctiowcf tfa* Uufpow Admitim. SttenniiMlioii to «itv 
ihaltoii. MyCantkm. llj ProfMimliODS. TotehM. Gooitriielieii of fh* 

Den. St'izure of the Cubs. Retreat. My Joy. Di«;ippearan<o of th% 
Mule. *' Betz.'' Traces of the Panther. Retarn to rr,nip. Solon's Wonder. 
Cbristening of the Cubs. Rcvi.^it the Den. Retiatry of the Den. Diseor- 
erj of a Wolf. Adrenture with the Wolf. Solon's Fright. Mttnuikcture of 
UUk. A now Idift. The Hound a FostMr-mottm of the Cubs. Buckskia 
mttens. Thfivliigof thoCnlw. Mon'atiwlinsTilpBtottMllliNi. JMy 
Vaiblngloii m • Viwk-Miiinal. Hmitiiiff wStli tlio Agnj Wolf. 

CkptOfO of WMf Whelps. Deers' Eyes by the Nlghtflre. Movnlila 
Sheep. Slay a Ram. Solon and I on the Hunt. Solon attacked by s 
Panther. His Peril. My Attack. Solon's Story, Solon's Forethought. 
Reflectiona. Soloo^f Wounds. The Water-cure. The Philosophy of the 
Watif*oiivt MomililB Buzgery in Barncsk. Boaxoh Ibr fho Pftntbor. Ilii- 
oofwy of tbo Beast and bar Klttoos. Dor Afctaek. Slaying of tho Dam. 
Sslrare of fbt Kittens. Solon's Satklhotion. Chamotefistloi of Mountain 
Sheep. Our Family. Lady Washington with the Kittens on her Baclc. 
Tt«>tum to Oamp. Ffwonti to loolamiM ud Staalslaas. Tboir Doto> 
tioa. 

It is with pleasure that I dwell upon this part of 
my Btoiy, and I would fain distinguish it with living 
words. In all the after-course of my career, I could 
look back upon it with peculiar satisfaction ; and rare- 
ly, in die following years, did 1 pat the shaggy coat 
of my noble Ben, but I recurred to my &tigning and 
solitary vigils in the Mariposa caoon, my combat with 
the monster grissly, my entry in her den, and seizure 
af her ofipring. The whole adventare is impressed 
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npon mj memoxy, «a if H had occurred bat yesfcop- 

day. 

No sooner wm the dam dead, than I turned towards 
the den, and determined to enter it iviHiout delay* 
Approaching ito rnouA, accordingly, I knelt, and tried 

to peer in ; but all was dark, siltjnt, and ominous. 
What dangers might lurk in that mysterious gloom, it 
was impossible to tell ; nor was it without a tremor 
that I prepared to explore its depths. I trembled for 
a moment at the thought of another old bear in the 
den ; but on second thought I assured myself of the 
folly of such an idea; for an occurrence of this kind 
would have been against all experience. But in such a 
situation, a man imagines many things, and fears much 
at which he afterwards laughs ; and therefore, fiumgh 
there was really no difficulty to anticipate, I carefully 
loaded my rifle and pistol, and carried my arms as if, 
the next mstant, I was to be called upon to fight for 
life. Being thus prepared, I took from my pocket a 
small torch made of pine splinters, hghted it, and, 
placmg my rifle in the mouth of the den, with the 
torch in my left and the pistol in my right hand, I 
dropped upon my knees and began to crawl in. 

The entrance consisted of a rough hole, three feet 
wide and four feet high. It extended inwards nearly 
horizontally, and almost without a turn, for six feet, 
where there was a chamber, six or eight feet in diam- 
eter and five feet high, giving me room to rise upon my 
knees, but not to stand up ; — and its entire floor was 
thickly carpeted with leaves and grass. On the first 
\ockf I could see no animals, and felt grievously disap- 
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pointed ; but^ as I crawled around, there was a ras- 

tling in the leaves ; and, bending down with my torch, 
I discovered two beautiful little cubs, which could not 
have been over a week old, as their eyes, which open 
in eight or ten days, were still closed. I took the lit- 
tle sprawlers, one after the other, by the nape of the 
neck, lifted them up to the light, and found them very 
lively. Tiiey ^vcre both males ; a circumstance which 
gave me reason to presume there might be a third 
cub, for it is frequent that a litter consistB of three, 
and I looked carefully ; but no other was to be found. 
I concluded, therefore, that if there had been a third, 
the dam had devoured it, — a thuig she often, and, if 
a cub dies, or be deformed, she always, does. Satisfy- 
ing myself that there were no others, I took the two, 
and, placing them in my bosom, between my buckskin 
and woollen shirt, once more emerged into daylight. 

The possession of the prizes delighted me so much 
that I almost danced my way down through tiie 
bushes and over the uneven ground to the spot 
where my mule had been left; but, upon arriving 
there, it gave me great concern to find that she was 
gone. At first, I thought surely she had been 
stolen ; but, as my bag of dried venison remamed 
undisturbed upon the tree, and much more as the 
tracks of a panther were to be seen in the neighbor- 
hood, I became convinced that she had been attacked 
by my disturber of the previous night, and had broken 
away. Indeed, upon further examination, I found 
her track, leading off through the chaparral; and, 
following it over a hill and Arough another caSon, at 
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kngth iomkd her grazing iu a graaqr vailey. Sba 
seemed much frightened at fiist upon Bering me, 
but when I called her " Beii/' afae stopped, tamed 
around, looked, and then came up, apparently glad 
to meet me again. Her haimches bore seyeral deep 
and fresh soratehes, whidli were still more oonvino- 

ing evidences to my mind tliat the yjanther had 
sprung upon her, but that she had broken loose and 
eseaped. 

Mounting the mule, I returned to the dead bear, 
and, cutting her up, packed a portion of her meat ; 
the remainder I Idpb in the month of tiie den ; anid| 
taming my fiuse out of tiie ravine, I proeeeded in 
excellent spirits, bearing the cubs still in my bosom, 
towards the camp of mj companions. Upon reach- 
ing there, shortly after dark, I showed Solon what I 
had accomplished ; and, placing the cubs before liim, 
chose one for my own and presented him with the 
other* He thoo^^t that this was more than his share ; 
but I insisted upon his receiving it, and he did so 
with a thankful heart. He asked me the story of the 
capture, and I told it, from the moment of my lea^- 
mg camp to my retam. He wondered much at my 
piiLiciit watching iu the juniper bushes, and said he 
would not have done it, but still he wished he had 
been with me ; — and thus we went on taliking, till the 
dying embers admonished us of the lateness of the 
hour. Before retiring, Solon christened his cub Gen- 
eral Jackson ; I remarked that General Jackson was 
a great man in his way, but I would call my bear 
lien Franklin, — a greater name. Such was the man* 
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Ber iihat, in one and the same day, I captured and 

ch listened mj noble Ben. 

The next morning, Solon expressed a desire to see 
the den, and we hunted m that direction. Upon 
arriving at the spot, we found that the bear-meat, 
which I had left at its mouth the previous day, was 
torn to pieceB and almost entirely eaten. What had 
done this we did not know, and conjectnred ynltares ; 
but, as our supply of meat was already ample, the 
loss g^ve us no concern, and we thought nothing more 
of the matter ; and, as we had brought with us several 
torches, I told Solon to light one if he wished to 
examme the den, and go in. He, however, seemed 
backward about venturing, and finally I seized the 
torch myself, and prepared to lead the way. As I 
did so, the leaves in the den rustled in a singular 
• manner, and, upon getting in nearly to the chamber, 
I heard a jump and a growL This startled me for a 
moment; butj having my pistol in my hand, I kept 
my ground, and, holding the torch over mj head and 
looking keenly before me, soon perceived the dark 
outiines of a wolf, sitting upon his haunches close up 
against the further side of the den, and grinning at 
me witii a most ferodous expression. 

The wolf, notwithstan^ng his cowardly dispositi(m, 
is an ugly fellow to deal with in close quarters, and 
many men in this situation would have been very will- 
ing to leave him alone ; but I determined to ^ve him 
fight, and called to Solon to stand ready, provided he 
should get past me. Then, stickmg my torch in the 
g^rand, and drawing my knife in my left hand, hay<* 
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mg myraTolTer m mj right, I fired at the grewliiig 
brute, and mold directly hftTe fired a second Aot, 

but, without giving me time to do so, the beast 
bouiirle l j)a?t, iii the endeavor to escape. As he dkL 
80, I seised his tail and struck with my knife ; but 
this did not stay his progress, and he would have 
certainly escaped, but, fortunately, Solon was well pre* 
pared, and gave a blow which laid him cold, as he 
emerged. 

Having thus cleared the den a second time, I 
handed the torch to Solon, and he stooped down and 
slarted in. He had crawled bat a few feet, howeyer, 
when, in a spirit of mischief, I cried out to him to 
beware of the other wolf ; — and he suddenly backed 
out, so terribly frightened that I was sorry for him. 
He would have become angry about tiie matter, but 
I laughed the humor out of him, and after a while he 
entered the den. I followed ; and after viewing the 
place to onr complete satis&ction, we came oat and 

returned to camp. 

Having thus caught our cul)s, it next became a 
matter of difficulty, which troubled me scTeral days^ 
how to feed ttiem. In the morning, I had given 
them a nuxture of water, flour, and sugar, which waa 
tbe nearest approach to milk I could think cf ; but 
this subslitate would hardly answer for any lengA of 
time. While thinking over the matter, however, an 
idea struck me ; and, on being put in execution, it 
worked much better tiian could have been antidpated* 
This was no less than making the greyhound suckle 
them. To make room, we destroyed all the grey- 
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komidi^B litter except one, and foisted the cabs in thdr 
places. As was to be expected, the hoond was at 

first a little ugly towards these strange foster-children, 
and would snap and bite them ; but by degrees 8k€ 
admitted them freely, and would even lap and fondle 
them, — so that, in line, thcj at last shared in her 
afiection with her own o£&pring. To prevent the 
scratchmg of their paws, we made little buckskui mit> 
tens ; and these were put on every time they sucked, 
— wliich continued for about three or four ^veeks. 
Ihey were only a little heaTier and clumsier than 
the puppy at first ; but they grew fast, seeming to 
tluivc well on the milk ; and by degrees we taught 
them to eat bruised meat, and, fijudly, entirely 
weaned them. 

Meanwhile we continued our hunting ; and on ser- 
eral occasions, w hile in the region, Solon made trips 
down the mountains to the nearest mines, taking with 
him the horse and mules, packed with fresh and dried 
meat, which sold readily to the miners, and for a good 
profit. During these trips, Tuolumne and I, upon 
our excundons, took with us I^ady Washington ui 
place of a pack-*ammal ; for, by Ma time, she had 
become so well trained that she answered every pur- 
pose. I had made a kind of saddle of green hide, 
resembling a Mexican aparejo ; and with this we 
could pack upon her loads of two hundred pounds' 
weight, which she would cheerfully carry. 

Our success in hunting exceeded our expectations, 
and various were the adventures we met with. One 
d^y I left camp with the Lady, and travelled over a 

t 
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large extent of wnaAij willKmt meetmg anythmg 
wuithy of notice. In the eyening, I came into the 
midst of a region of large cli& «Dd ahelvmg rocka^ 
4aH of holes and oaveB, and with many large oedar 

and pine trees. It was too far distant to think of 
reaching camp that night, and I thereiore determined 
to spend the night there ; and, eearching oat a aaie 
spot near a spring of water, took up my station, har* 
ing the Lady lying at my aide. I had not been sitting 
long, when a graj wolf, with two fine paps aboat * 
month old, approached ; and as it was not yet dark, 
I easily killed her. 

The cubs gave me greater difficulty, having run 
into a deft in the rooks, from which it was only with 
smoke that they could he dislodged. As they came 
out, I seized them ; but, catching the last by the tail 
instead of the neck, it tamed and bit my hand 0^ 
verely ; howerer, I kept my hold and secured Unu 
I then built up a fire near the Bprlng, and threw my- 
self upon the grass, waiting for whatever miglit coma. 
In the coarse of half an hoar, a band of deer 1^ 
preached, and it was not long before I saw half a 
dozen pairs of glistening eye^ luukiug curiously at the 
£re. They presented a beautiful sight, and it was al- 
most with sorrow that I fired at the foremost om, 
which feU ; but the rest scamjured off. The remain- 
der of the night, having first roasted and eaten a bit 
of fresh venison, I endeavored to sleep, bat was maeli 
disturbed by wolves and panthers, which kept up a 
dreadful howliiig and shrieking. In the moriiing very 
early I mounted the cli&, and reached a ygsj rough 
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and bairen re^<Mi, higher up in the mountains than I 

usually went. Looking around, I soon discovered a 
Sock of mountain sheep, in everj respect similar to 
Bodcy Mounttdn big-horns. I crept forward amoDH 
the rocks very cautiously, till within sixty yards of 
the flock, but could procure aim only at an old ram 
which had a broken horn. I waited a considerable 
length of time, in hopes of seeing a better head ; but 
at last, getting out of patience, fired at what there 
was. As the ball stnick, the ram bounded, like a 
jnece of India-rubber, high into the cdr, and fell dead, 
iSat upon the rock ; but the remainder of the flock ran 
np tiie chfi, and before I could reload, had entirely 
disappeared. The ram, which weighed about seyenty- 
five pounds, and the deer killed in the night, I packed 
upon the Lady, and, taking the wolf pups in a bag, 
travelled back to camp. 

On another occasion, Solon and I started out Teiy 
early ; and, coming to a spot where two rayines came 
togetiier, he started up one and I tiie other. I had 
not gone more than a quarter of a mile before I heard 
SoLm cry out for hdp. I bounded up the lidge 
which separated us, mdj upon reaching the top, saw 
him lying under a large tree in the other ravine, 
and a panther on top of him, apparently gnawing 
into his neck. I shouted to him to lie still, and, 
drawing my rifle, fired at the beast; but, in my 
anxiety to shoot wide of my comrade, I did not 
Strike the panther fair, and he bounded off into the 
bushes, and escaped. 

In answer to my inquiries in relation to this singur 



216 BEN FRANKLIN. 

lar adventure, Solon told me that as he was walking 
up the ravuie, looking only forward, and paying no 
attention to the trees overhead^ the heast suddenly 
leaped upon his back and struck him to the ground. 
In the same moment that he fell, he cried out for me, 
and pulled the cape of his buckskin coat orer his 
neck — and this evidently saved his life. How he 
came to have such forethought was strange ; some 
others might have done so, but most men would 
never have thought of it; I, for one, would hare 
sooner drawn mj knife and fouiiht. 1 asked why he 
did not hght ; he rephed that he was afraid to move, 
suppoong that it would only infuriate the animal* 
Buch a caution, said I, would have been good in case 
of a bear ; but the i)anther is made of different stuff. 
By nature a coward and a sneak, he has the cruelty 
of cowardice, daring tiie combat only when he has a 
sure advantage, and wreaking a bloodthirsty ferocity 
most upon an unresisting victim. A determined 
stroke with a knife, though it mi^t not have killed, 
would have terrified and put him to flight. 

In the meanwhile, I stripped the coat from Solon's 
back, and found his shonlders severely scratched by 
the panther's daws. His neck, also, was badly bit- . 
ten, but not dangerously ; for the buckskin had for- 
tunately saved it. Still the wounds were serious 
enougjh to require 4^e best of my BdrgusdX skill, and 
I at once placed them under treatment. I led Ae 
patient directly to a spring which was not far dis- 
tant ; and, making him bend over it, with a piece of 
hoUQwed bark I poured water over his wounds, until 
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he cosDpbimed bitterijr of the cold. I then pat on 
his slurt, saturated with water, and over that, lus 

coat ; and, drawing oil my own coat, put that, also, 
upon him. This was an easy matter, as my shoul- 
ders were mnch broader than his, and, besides, my 
clothing was always worn yery loose, so as to ^ve 
me perfect freedom of action. 

A further article of my prescription was, that he 
should drink as much water as possible ; bat he re- 
plied that he was not thirsty, and wislicd to know 
why he should do so. I explained the reason, by 
saying that he would soon become warm; the water 
would, more readily, induce perspiration, and that 
would ease his pains. He then followed the direc- 
tion ; and, as we returned to camp, though he started 
stiff, in a short time, by warming up and perspiring, 
he felt well, and travelled as comfortably as ever. My 
surgery, however, did not end here ; for, upon reach- 
ing head-quarters, and examining the wounds closely, 
I found there were two, more serious than anticipated, 
in the baclv t)f' Colon's head, where the mai'ks of the 
panther's teeth were plainly visible. To reach them, 
it was necessary to shave tibe hair ; and, as my bowie- 
knife wa6 the nearest approach to a razor in the 
camp, it was not without wailing and gnashing of 
teeth that the tonsorial operation was accomplished. 
Indeed, before it was half done, the patient cried 
that I was worse than the panther, i excused my- 
self by the wretchedness of my rasor, and hacked 
away again ; when he refused to subnut any longer to 

what he called my ixonuble butchery. Like an expert 

10 
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doctor, kowever, I had Tadumne holding his head; 
and, iliough he gritted his teeth and shouted with 

pain, T went on, \viLii apparently tho most unfeel- 
ing coolness, with mj work, uutil the hair was as 
short as the nap of velvet ; after which I bandaged 
tiie wounds with wet rags, and pat mj patient to 
bed. 

Solon passed a good night, and the next morning, 
seeing he conld get along alone, I determined to hnnt 

up the pcUitlier ; and, taking Tuolumne, proceeded at 
once to the ravine where the accident had occurred. 
We soon found the trail, here and there marked with 
spots of blood, and followed it for more tiban a mile 
over a hill into a deep canon. We at last came to a 
yery ragged and brushy place, where it was neces- 
sary to creep ; and, crawling along, we were suddenly 
startled by a low growl, an d, looking low under the 
bushes, beheld the beast glaring upon us from a cleft 
in the rocks. At her side lay five kittens ; but there 
was blood upon them and upon her, giving evidence 
that my shot the day previous had not been harm- 
less. Indeed, had it not been for that shot, I doubt 
whether the panlher would have allowed us to ap- 
proach so near her den, ^vithout either attacking or 
fleeing. 

Our situation, under any oircomstances, was not 
without its danger; but so used to perils had I 

become, that not for a moment did my judgment 
desert me. It had always been my practice, when 
out wii^ Tuolumne, upon getting into danger fike 

thLa, to give him the liioD fire, lie was a good 
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marksman ; and, if he killed, it would be a great 
encouragement to him; if he did not, it would re- 
quire a degree of coolness, which he did not possess, 
to fire an eflfective second shot. Accordingly, at my 
beck now, he discharged his rifle. He struck lier, 
but not to kill, and the coward brate tamed to fly ; 
but, as she exposed her side, I bored her through the 
middle with mj shot, and she dropped in her tracks. 
We immediately rushed up and secured the kittens, 
which were about a week old. We afterwards exam* 
ined the dead body, and found, besides the wounds in 
the breast and groin which she had just receiyed, 
tiiat my ball, the previous day, had struck her shoul- 
der, and buried itself in her neck. We then drew 
oar knives and whipped off her skm, preserving the 
head and claws, and, taking it and the cubs, set out 
upon our return. On arriving at camp again, Solon 
complained of lonesomeness ; but when I presented 
hfan with the skin of the panther, he grew cheerful, 
and eiijoyed the story of our adventure with great 
relish ; but he would have wished, he said, to have 
been in Tuolumne's place, and have had the first fire 
at the beast. 

Jb'or three or four days after this, we continued our 
hunting, and, on several occasions, made eflforts to 

kill more mountain sheep. These wary animals in- 
habit the rockiest and most inaccessible heights of 
tibe mountains. Wherever there is a high, ragged, 
jaggy, treeless waste, with only here and there a 
stunted bush, a clump of bushes or scanty bunches 
of g^ttss, there may they be looked for, lurking in the 
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clefts and nooks of the cliffs. It reqnires a good 
hunter to approach them ; he must keep himself out 
of si^t ; he must allow no Inreadi of wind to trnxxy 
notice of his vicinity to their keen nottrils ; ho must 
be a sure marksman, for no second shot can be 
hoped for. In an instant^s alann, the shaggjr flock, 
as if gifted with wings, fly up the jxeApceBf and 
only the eagle can follow them. 

Upon breaking up camp, to retmnd to our general 
head-qnarters on the Merced Biver, we had, beodea 
numerous bales of dried meat and hides, quite a 
fiunily of yonng animals, consisting of two bear onba, 
two wolf pups, five panUier kittens and two'&wns, 
which we caught upon one of our excursions. These 
young animals we packed in boxes or baskets, and 
pliMsed on top of the bags and bales carried by tiie 
horse and mules. Lady Washin<irton also, on the 
journey homeward, was re juired to bear her pro- 
portion, which she obediently did, till the panthers, 
which constituted a portion of her burden, began to 
whine; and she then became so uneasy that I was 
compelled to lead her until they were quieted* 

We travelled back over the mountains by slow and 
easy stages until we arrived at our old camp, and 
were welcomed by our fiiithfal Stanislaus, who, during 
our absence, had protected our mterests with remark-* 
able ability. It was with satisfaction, therefore, thai 
I presented him, as well as Tuolumne, with a now 
bowie-knife, a new suit of clothes, and new blankets, 
which Solon, in one of his trips to the mines, had 
pmrchased at my direction. Both lads, upon receive 
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mg their presents, repeated to m» their assurances of 
doTotknif and 'vrilliiiigness to continue in my service ; 

to which I replied that the Rocky Mountains was the 
next mark of my ambition ; and they answered that I 
dioiild lead on^ they were ready to follow* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PASSAGE OW TH£ SIESSA KJBYADA* 

Axp«ditioQ to th« Boalqr Honttteins. Preparationi. My ComfMrnlonf . Qrmy. 

Contract with Gray. Dig^per Indians. The Philosophy of Life. Indian 
i'eliow-travellers. Their Improvidence, Our Train. Respective Cnu'^s 
of Pleasure. The first Day's Journey. The Eo&d. Ascent. The iSnow. 
Aid of the ImUam. The Hein^hts of the Sierra. A steep Place. Oar 
I*bor. ConstruettOB of m BomL ProfrsM. A tmaml Tkvtt. Omptes 
III tiM Snow. Flratpood. TobttOflo. im^t <m tlM Mountda'toiw. A Imh 
ttve Camp. NotioQi ftbout the Diggers. Attack by TTolres. AdveDture 
with a P;uitli( r. A tinrrow CaSon. Lu?!:ginj^ through a Palling and 

Tu^Hr g. A Supper ot Paiith« r'<< Meat. A quiet Camp. Blistered Handfl. 
Packing up the last Slope. The summit. * 

It was, if I mistake not, about the luiddle of April, 
1854, after seyeral busy weeks of preparatioii, that 

"we started upon our expedition eastward over the 
Sierra Nevada, towards the Rocky Mountains. From 
the commencement, I anticipated that this would be a 
lon":er and more dangerous tour than the one of the-- 
preceding summer ; we would have to pass over des- 
erts, traverse totally imknown momitains, and traYel 
through the countries of Ijidians who were often hoe- 
tile to white blood. We were also going into the 
Iiaonts of animals celebrated for their ferocity ; and 
it was imposnble to foresee the issue of the imder- 
taking. Before starting, therefore, I sold off a num- 
ber of my animals, and left my afi^rs in California in 
such a condition that, should I never more be heard 
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of, my lepraeniatiyes would find GtQe difficulty in 

settling up my worldly accounts and taking into pos- 
eesaiou all mj effects. There was, it is true, quite a 
forfcune of debts owing me ; but I had long given up 
the hope of ever receivinir copper of them, and 
considered, in my inventory, only what was tangible, 
or what was due from honest men. 

A few of my animals, or to give their names, Lady 
Washmgton, Ben Franklin and his foster-brother, the 
greyhound, which I called JElambler, I nerer for a 
moment thought of leaving behind; but all the rest 
were taken down to Howard's Ranch, and left with 
the collection I already had there. My friend Sdon, 
whom I endeavored in vain to prevail on to accom- 
pany me, had taken bis cub, and also several other 
of the captives of the last expedition, and returned 
to his home ; but, in his stead, I obtamed the society 
of an old acquaintance, named Gray, a miner of 
Chinese Gamp, who had ^quently expessed a desire 
to accompany me upon a great hunt. This gentle* 

mail ^^as a MiSiissippian, young, active and hardy, 
like most of the min^ i s of the time, he wore a full 
beard, mustaches and long hair, which gave him a 
fine and manly appearance ; and, as he was an excel- 
lent hunter and a trustworthy friend, I was fortunate 
in securing his companionship. In relation to teims^ 
we soon came to an understanding very much the 
same as that between bolon and myself ; I was to be 
the leader of the expedUtion, and direct all its move* 
ments ; I to receive two thirds of the profits, and he 
:me third. I was to provide a wagon, two oxen and 
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two nraks, which were to remain my property ; and 

Ik to y>[\[ in providing our outfit of aminimition and 
general funnture. He was to have the liberty of 
•eparating from me at the Bocky Mountains ; and he 
candidly ;zave me notice that he should probably do 
80, as he de^ued to return to his native State. So 
determined was he upon this point, that he carried 
with him nearly a thousand dollars' worth of gold- 
dust, which other ^vise, doubtless, would have swelled 
tfie liabilities of one of those magnificent banking 
ooncems, whose &ilure, the next wmter, consmned 
the laborious eaniings of so many small proprietors, 
myself among the number. 

While our preparations were progressing, the snOw 
having now entirely disappeared from the lower 
portions of the mountains, the Indians, aa was their 
annual custom, came up from the plains^ and spread 
themselves along the mountain streams. These mis- 
erable people I had been accustomed to encourage in 
flieir search for a precarious existence, and fre- 
quently would give them a deer, or oAer large game, 
which, while it lasted, would afford them a great 
treat ; and the poor creatures were truly grateful in 
return, and, whenever an opportunity affi>rded, would 
do me any favor in their power. When, in the begin- 
ning of my mountain career, driven by a sort of 
misanthropy, as related in the commencement of my 
book, I had forsworn my own color and exiled myself 
to the wilderness, the contemplation of these lowest 
specimens of the human frtmily, and the pity which 
their extreme wretchedness drew from me, reawak- 
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ened the feelmgB of huixumity in mj breast, and 

prepared my mind for a complete reconciliation with 
my fellows. Even these people, I convinced myself, 
Providence had created for a purpose which, I doubted 
not, they fulfilled ; and I soon could not help reflect- 
ing that, whatever of evil or good there was in the 
world, and whether they did me harm or advantage, 
it was the part of philosophy and wisdom to take 
them as they were, and make the best of them. 
This, indeed, is the great, and, I may say, the funda- 
mental, lesson of life ; and it was thus and there, in 
the mountains, that I successfully worked out for 
myself the great problem which other men have to 
work out, each in his own way, before they can say 
that they live. 

A number of these Indians, about twenty-five in 
all, men, women, and children, were at this time on 
their way across the Sierra to the lakes beyond, 
where they proposed spending the summer in fishing ; 
and, learning that we were about setting out in the 
same direction, they begged to be taken in company. 
Anticipating a scarcity of provisions, I at first ob- 
jected, but finally consented to take them ; and, 
long before the passage of the mountsuns was com- 
pleted, I had reason to be gratified with my second 
thought, for not only did my protection prevent great 
sufiering among them, but they, in return, were of 
great assistance to me and mine, as will in a short 
time be seen. Before setting out, it was mj care to 
see that they had provided themselves with blankets, 
and witii such provisions in advance as, with their 

.10 ♦ 
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bows and arrows, thej could collect fi-om the comtoy 
ftboat camp. 

Having thus made all our preparationB, in the early 

dawn of the appointed morning I roused the camp ; 
and, drawing out our old wagon, wc placed in it our 
fumitore, yoked in the oxen, and hitched the mules 
before them. Ladj Washin<]^on I chained to the 
hinder axle-tree ; Ben and Rambler, being stili too 
young to travel, I placed beside the goods in the 
wagon ; and the greyhound and Indian dog ran loose. 
The Indians took up their position at a respectful dis- 
tance m the rear. We were all in the best of spirits^ 
and each had his special cause of ]deasure : I found 
myself once more at the head of an adventurous 
expedition; Gray felt that his long-cherished hope 
of a great hunt was on the eve of fulfilment ; Tuo« 
lumne and Stanislaus |.arudc'd the new revolvers and 
crimson 8car& which I had just presented them; 
and the Indians rejoiced m the prospect of a safe 
escort and plenty of provisions. 

As the sun rose, we got under way, and, travel- 
ling all day, encamped in the evening in a htUe vat 
ley covered thick with pine and fir*trees, near the 
head waters of the middle fork of the Tuolumne River. 
We had proceeded with comparative ease the g^reater 
part of the day, but in the afternoon reached the 
more rugged and difficult country, where, notwith- 
standhag what was called the Emigration Broad, there 
could hardly be said to be a track. Our ascent had 
been rapid ; and, at this fu'st cauipj we were already 
in the midst of snow ; so that it was easy to in&r 
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that the labors of the passage were about to com- 
mence. Anticipating difficnlties, I informed the In- 
dians that I would the next day expect their assist- 
ance ; and gave them a deer, which Gray had lulled 
on ihe road, as an earnest of mj care for them, pro- 
vided they would be faithful. They assured me of 
their obedience ; and ^SQ threw ourselves into our 
blankets by the side of our fire. 

The next morning, after starting ahead, the first 
obstacle that opposed itself to our progress was a ' 
mountain of about three miles steep ascent, which was 
covered with snow four or five feet deep. The crust 
of this snow thawed in the daytime but froze again at 
night ; and, on this account, it was fortunate that we 
started early, while the crust was still hard ; for as 
the sun mounted in the heavens, it beat down pow- 
erfully, and, had we been but a httle later, our 
wheels would have broken through, and the road 
been entirely impassable. Even as it was, we did 
not gain the top of the rise without ^rc^d difficulty 
and repeatedly caUiug into requisition the aid of the 
Indians, who with ropes assisted in dragging the wag- 
on up the slopes, and pulling it over the many obstruo- 
tions which lay in various places before us. 

The top of this rise was the hi^est point I had 
ever visited upon tius road ; and from here, having 
no guide, we had to choose out our way as we best 
could. There was much more snow than was to 
have been expected ; and I knew tiiat, if we should 
be caught in a storm in the higher parts of the 
mountains we might perish. In tront of us rose 
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flie broken mnumts of Hie Siem, moimtaiii otrer 

mountain, but we pushed on as vigoroui^lj as possi* 
Ue, taking the best road we could find, and overcotiH 
ing difficulties as we were best able. In some places, 
wo were compelled to take a circuitous course around 
the mountain-sides, which were frequently so steep 
tliat it was necessary to hold the wagon to preyent its 
toppling over ; and at last we came to a place so very 
steep that I considered it impracticable to support the 
wagon in ibis way, and we would certainly have been 
stopped here, but, fortunately, we had several shovels 
and pickaxes in the wagon, which had been provided 
for digging out the holes of animals. The idea tiiat 
they could ever be of use to make a road in a snow- 
bank never entered my head before, but they now 
stood me in good stead. 

Turning to the Indians, I directed them to lay off 
their blankets and go to work digging a road in the 
side of the snow so that Hie upper wheels of the 
wagon might have a kind of track to run in. It was 
necessary to dig thus for the distance of nearly a 
mile, but I encouraged the workers by sa;^g it 
would be soon finished and that they should have all 
the provisions they could eat in the evening. With 
this prospect ahead they all went vigorously to work, 
men and squaws, witii Uiree shovels, two pckazes, 
two axes, and a number of pointed stakes which I 
prepared for the purpose. At the same time I di- 
rected two to cut with hatchets a number of smaU 
pieces of wood about two teet long, which, as the 
kaek was dug out, we placed crosswise over it to sofr 
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poit the wheels and preTent Onem from rinking too 

deeply in the snow ; and in this manner, after four or 
five hours' work, we constraoted a passable road, audi 
started ahead. Being myself someifamg of a team- 
ster, I yelled at my animals with great success u])ou 
this ocoaaion, and helped them up the hill as efieot> 
uallj as ever the best driver in the world could have 
done. When avc Lad thus made the pass, feeling 
very liberal, I went to the chest and drew ibrth my 
famous old leather bottle, which contained several 
quarts of the best brandy of Sonera. This I had 
taken along as medicine ; but as the Lndiaus had 
worked so iaidifally, I deternuned to treat I thmi- 
fore had the company drawn up in a cirde, and, poav- 
ing out drink after drink into a tin cup and directing 
Tuolumne to follow with water and Stanislaus with the 
sugar bag, I dealt oat a &ir drink to all, — braves, 
squaws, pappooses, and all ; not enough to intoxicate, 
but sufficient to make ail teel hveiy, — the brandy be- 
ing hi^proof^ and a pint of it better tiban half a gpt 
Ion of the ordinary liquor of the saloons. Having 
thus completed the circle, finding there was not more 
than a quart left, I looked up lo heaven and made a 
TOW that the remainder should be kept inviolate, ex* 
cept in ease of sickness or urgent necessity. 

We then proceeded on our way a mile further over 
very rough places, with plenty of snow to trouble us, 
and, as it gi-ew dark, determined to camp under a 
huge pine-tree. It was so very cold and inhospitable 
that we resolved to allow Ihe Indians to camp with us; 
and, accordin^y, set them to di^n^ out a large circle 
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of sncm aiound tiie tree, and bringing in all liie fir»* 

wood thej could gather in the neighborhood. These 
improvident creatures usually build very small fires^ 
bowever inclement the weather may be ; for the rea- 
son, perhaps, that they do not rehsh the work of col- 
lecting sufficient fuel ; and I fiKK)n found that we could 
not have a good fire without providing n^ore than the 
sticks and boughs which they brouL^lit in. ^Graj and 
I, theretbre, took our axes, cut several dry pne logs, 
and thitt soon had a large pile of excellent wood and 
a rouiihig fire, at which we all sat dowu and roasted 
au immense quantity of venison ; none too much, how- 
erer, for the ravenous crowd around it. After supper, 
I went to the old chest again and took out half a 
dozen plugs of tobacco, which I distributed among the 
Indians ; and they well knew the use of it, — all undeiv 
standing how to smoke, and most of those who had 
been contaminated by contact with the white man, 
being acquainted with the mysteries of chewing. 

The night was intensely cold, but the moon shone 
and the stars twinkled with a remarkable brilliancy, 
and for a long time none of the party felt disposed to 
sleep. This being the case, we soon got the Indians 
to singing, 'dancing, and whooping ; and a jolly good 
time we had of it till very late, iri^en I ordered them 
to iheir blankets, and they rolled' ^themselves up in a 
promiscuous huddle, men, women and children, — all 
together. This sort of bundling would not be rdished 
by more advanced people ; but among the Kggers 
there appears to be no harm ; and it is even said by 
some that, except at certain periods of the year,3nat 

« 

• 

1* 
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M among animals, there is no dispootion of the aezet 

towards each other; — but this wants confirmation. 
That thejr do approach the nature of mere a.nim4^t» ixk 
some respects cannot be disputed. After they were 
all fairly rolled together, I ordered them to lie ^tili 
and not xnove about during the night ; and then, leav- 
ing Qray on guard, I myself tried to sleep ; but my 
repose Vr%0 brief, for in a short time the whole mom»- 
tain resounded with the cries and howls of panthers, 
wolves and coyotes, attracted by the wsmt of our 
cooking, and it required not only Qray, but myself 
and Tuolumne, to keep them out of our camp. 

Towards morning, a gajog of wolves, which seemed 
more determined than ordinary, approached and came 
up within a ftMv yards of us. I raised ray rifle to 
fire ; but they fell back at the movement, and sitting 
down at a li^e distance howled in a most saucy and 
insulting manner. In a few mmutes, emboldened by 
their own impudence, £ve or six of them ag^ ap* 
preached in a body, when, taking as good aim as we 
could, Tudunme and I fired upon them; and the 
cowardly thieves turned their tails and fled. Even 
the panthers and coyotes took the alarm, and in a 
short time all was quiet again. As daylight ap- 
proached, we went out towards where they had been, 
and found one of the wolves with a broken spine. 
My bowie-knife soon put an end to his earthly career. 
We iiien rambled a little further, finding that the' 
dog? were much excited, evidently on some fresh trail ; 
and, in a few minutes, started up a panther. The 
^dogs pursued ; and, in a short ^stance, being hardly 
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imiaed and vorw soared, he raimp a piiiMree, fron 
which he grinned and growled at ns in a very fero- 
cious maimer. With the remembrance of our dia- 
torbed deep, we felt jnat as ferociona as he appeaml ; 
and, after breathing a moment, Orajr and I fired, both 
at the same time and with double effect ; Gray bored 
the heart and I the head. The panther fell dead, and, 
taking him, each by a leg, we dragged his body into 
camp ; nud, being in want of fresh provisions, threw 
him into the wagon for future use. 

In the meanwhile, the boya had prepared break* 
fa^jt ; aiid, after partaking of it, and watering our 
, animals by melting snow in all the Available utensils, 
we atarfced ahead a^on. Onr road now lay np 
through a canon which, in many places, was so nar- 
row that it barely afforded room for the wagpn to 
pass. With polling and hanling, however, we man* 
aged to advance, until we came to a spot where the 
rocks jutted so far out from the opposite sides that 
there was abeolutely no room to get past The &ot 
was, that we had missed the road and got out of the 
way ; but the {Jaoe was of such a kind that to turn 
back was impracticable, and nothing remained but to 
uncouple our wagon and lug the parts throng. We 
accordingly put all the Indians at work, carrying por- 
tions of the luggage through the pass ; and in the 
course of an hour or so the task was accomplished, 
and we were ready for a new start. All this time 
the snow had been melting, and our progress grew 
continually more slow and difficult. Coming to a 
steep place, we were again compelled to unload audi 
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urry ih» greater part of mir loggage a quarter oF a 

mile up the (leclivity ; llieiu again, we progressed, 
and, bj pulliag and tugging, worked our way around 
toirardfl the more nortliem aide of the moantabiy 
where the snow was firmer, and afforded a better road. 
Ihose who have never attempted the passage of a 
gnowy moimtain will hardly appreciate the difficulties 
we encoaDtered tlus day. We felt them in all our 
bones, and, when we camped at night, were ahnost 
worn out with fettigue and ezhauation. 

For supper, thig eyenrng, we served up the panther- 
meat, and found that it tasted well when roasted be- 
fore the fire. We were now within a few miles of the 
iiunimt of the ^rra, and, as no game was to be 
looked for in that fireezing region at this time of year, 
tiiie fear of running oat of provisions for our large 
company gave the unusual meat a relish which, per>- 
haps, it might not have had in the midst of plenty. 
This night we neither danced nor yelled, as we had 
done the previous one, but were yeiy ghid to deep* 

The next morning, before dawn, we took our posts 
again, so as to reach the summit as early as possible ; 
but some of the Indians complained of blistered 
hands, and did not feel disposed to do much. Upon 
examination, I found the complaints to be true, much 
as it surprised me ; but there was no help for it, and 
ail that could be done was to press the sound (mes 
into service ; and with mme encouragement, being 
told that this would be the last day of hard work, 
fhey took hold, and we advanced up the last rise. 
^Before noon, all the Indians had their hands blistered ; 
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and therefore, though the snow was hard, we were 
oompelled, as a last resouroe, not being aUe to puU 

any more, to unhitch and pack (be luggage on the 
backs of our mules to the summit, and then, retun^ 
jDg with themy poll up the emptjr wa^^ afterwards. 
All this took till after dark, nor were we then 

through with the day's work ; for, as the mountain- 
top was bare, we had to run down on the eastern 
ikpe a mile or two, to reach a spot wluoh afibrded 
firewood, and there we camped. As our labors were 
now nearly over, we were all this night in excellent 
Biurits again, cheerful and vivacioos ; and we promised 
ourselves a day or two of sport on reaching the base 
of the mountains, to luxuriate among good game and 
leomit our strengOu 
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CHAPTER V. 

DOWN THE EASTERN SLOPE. 

tfienaxm of Difficulties surmuuuted. Deeds of great Captaim. Magnilicent 
]PnMp0ot ftom the Snmniil. ▲ Timdiog-poit. Wi«d» ni Hit Emigration. 
The dovnwacd Road. Tbo «Miarii IteMilUi. Himttog In fhe «Mtera 
lool-hillf. Plana for ao Antelope 8lM«lltgr. Oar Sttoetil. Indian Ar- 

row-- anf! Archery. Tnolumne'H Adventure with a Bear. Profasion of Pro- 
liaiona. Arrival of Stanialaaa. The leaet of Gladueu. Mj last Shuffle. 

♦ 

Thbb is a pleasoie in great di&mltiaB samaimted, 

80 exquisite that generous and ardent souls often un- 
dertake great works solely for the gratification of ' 
OTereomiDg their obstacles and enjojing the inspirii- 
ing after-tfaoQght. Great captains have crossed great 
mountains, as the histories tell us, and gained great 
applause; and the meed of praise is doubtless dua 
for their magnanimous plans, for the weighty respon- 
sibilities they bore, and the success which attondod 
their efforts ; but little^ indeed, could have been their 
own toil in those grukt nndertaldngp. It was the 
engbeers, and the hard-fisted, brawny-baeked sol- 
diers, the unsung and unremembered many, not the 
deified one, who sustained the real labor* I claim no 
great credit for lea<Ung my army over the California 
Alps ; but perhaps my diflSculties were, in proportion, 
as great as ever jrere those of Hamaibal or Napdeon. 
Had I commanded a larger party, and disdained to 
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bend mj own back to the task, — or better stUl, had 
I fiUeii upon ihe valle jb at the eastern base of Am 

Siena uitli carnage and blood, I too might have 
gaiued a niche in the temple oL tame, and mj pas- 
sage of the BDOwy moimtaiiis miglht haye lired m 
story. But my misaoii was a peaoefid and an hum* 
ble one, and what I accomplished was the work of 
mj own hands. 

The next morning dawned upon a seene beantiM 
and grand beyond description. Having passed the 
summit io the night, we returned to the highest point, 
and arrived there in time to behold the sun rise. 
Xot [I cloud obscured the sky, and the ridges of the 
Sierra, iar to the north and far to the south, guttered 
in their snowy mantles, which, as the sun rose, were 
flushed with crimson. To the west, fidnt in the dk^ 
tance, lay the plains of Caiifornia ; to the east, far 
away stretched hill and dale, Ughted up with the rus- 
set tints of morning. So enchanting were the views 
that we remained full an hour enjoying the magnifi- 
oent prospect, cold as it was ; and then, hitching up 
our animals and placing lock-«hains upon the hinder 
wheels of our ^vagon, we ran down the trail till 
towards evening, when we camped for the night. 

There was, at this stoppmg>place, a log-house built 
by traders from Sonera, who, the previous summer, 
had crossed the mountains Avith goods to trade with 
the immigrants; but, at this time, as the regular 
trains could not be expected until fidl, the place wes 
vacant. On all sides lay old axle-trees and wheels, 
some broken, some perfect, melancholy evidenoes of 
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tiie hat season's disasters. There were aba some 

complete wagons lying abandoned, and Gray pro- 
posed that we shoiUd pick out a lighter one ihm our 
own. At first I thought of following his adyiee ; but, on 
second thought, I replied, no, — that the wagons were 
not nune, and somebody might yet claim them ; ours 
was good enough, and we would certainly be much 
more at ease with it than with another, which might 
be claimed at any time by somebody else. Without 
disturbing the wrecks, therefore, we merely passed 
among them, wondering^ to wlioin they had belonged, 
and what difidculties had induced the owners, after 
erossing so great an extent of country and arriving 

at the very threshold of the promised laud, to cast 
them aside, and leave them to rot and ruin* Xhey 
induced much the same kind of reflections as are pro- 
duced by the sight of a wrecked ship, which, upon 
entering port from a long voyage, drives against the 
rocks, and is broken to pieces by the merdkss surges* 
From this place we proceeded the next day, not 
without difficulty at many places, but with vigor and 
energy,'into canons and out of cafions, over hills and 
down declivities, until afternoon, when we ran out of 
the snow entirely. The country was well timbered. 
We passed on till night, and camped in what may be 
called the eastern footJulls, where we found dried 
grass of the previous year, and, here and there, new 
grass sprin^ng up ; so that, tunung our animals out 
to pasture, we determined to lay over and spend a 
day hunting. And it was, indeed, full time ; for this 
eivening our StodL of provinons ran short, and over 
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tUitf of 00 were m an unknown country, with only 

' about fitry pounds of dried meat, a bag of flour, half 
a bag oi Indian meal, and a little sugar and co&e. 

Our first day's hunt east of the Sierra gaye us no 
reason to be dissatisfied. Gray propheried failure ; 
but I was confident, from the appearance of the conn- 
try, tiiat game must be abundant, and that we could 
not be fiw distant from plenty. At all erents, neces- 
sity impelled us to do our utmost, — for without relief 
we would hare been in a bad situation indeed. I 
accordingly mustered all our force, and found that, 
besides my own party of well-armed reliable hunters, 
ttiere were twelve Indians provided with good bows 
and arrows. Theee I divided ; and sendhig out six, 
with Tuohimne at their head and a mule to bear their 
game, towards the northeast ; and Stanislaus, with 
fimr and a mule, towards the southeast; I took tiie 
other two, with Lady Washington, and proceeded 
eastward down the hills. Gray remained behind to 
take care of camp, in which were left several old In- 
dians, the squaws, children, oxen, and pets. 

I proceeded with my party several miles, when 
suddenly, in a re^on of scrubby oaks, cedars, and 
juniper bushes, w^e came upon a band of fifteen or 
twenty antelopes. Tying the Lady to a tree, I in- 
structed the Indians how to creep around and decoy 
them, — and they started off to make a surround. 
Having waited long enough to enable them to accom- 
jdish the purpose, I advanced, and, mounting a knoU, 
beheld one of the Indians lying flat upon the ground 
and moving his cap gently m a stick, endeavoring to 
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deooy ttie animdsy whieh were not fiur distant ; and 

ia well did lie work the plan that, altliongh myself ' 
within ritie-shoty I remained quiet, with the detenni- 
nation of giving him the first shot. 

The antelopes stood looking at his cap, and ap- 
proaciied by degrees until they got within eight or ten 
yardSf when, drawing his bow, the Indian sent an ar- 
row into tibe side of one of them. As he remained 
concealed, the remainder of the band did not offer to 
Ojy and he soon shot a second arrow and a third ; but 
without looking to see any more, as a fine buck stood 
before me, I now levelled my rifle and fired. At the 
discharge, the band wheeled and looked towards me, 
and, as they did so, I raised a red Mexican sash 
which I wore about my waist. While they crazed 
curiously upon it, the Indian continued throwing his 
arrows thick and fiuit; but the band, not knowing 
whence they came, and attracted solely by the flam* 
ing sash, continued to advance, — except the wound- 
ed, which pranced around where they were, or tried 
to get away. As soon as reloaded, I fired a second 
time, and pierced a fine buck through the licart : but 
the fire and smoke alarmed the animals, and they 
' turned and ran. Only one lay dead ; but there were 
three -svounded, and, pursuing, wc soon killed two of 
them ; the third we followed a long distance, but after 
a long search were compelled to return without him. 

Upon getting back to the antelopes, we ripped 
them up, lyid, lifting the skin irom the thigh of one, 
cut out some choice steaks ; and ttie Indian having 
meanwhile built a fire, we soon satisfied our hungsr. 
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PaeUng Um ml upon Ltdj Waahmgloi^ we ibfla 
started back to camp, and on Ae waj oyertook Ae 

second Indian, whu had killed several hares, an eagle, 
and several crows. Iheae Indians used arrows tipped 
iriih flint or obsidian, and could easily kill the smaller 
kinds of game ; but such weapons Avere not so effec- 
tive with larger species, thougii one of the wounded 
antelopes bad been jaerced entirelj throng with a 
shaft. 

\Vhen we got back to camp, Tuolumne and his 
party had already come in, and brought with them the 
body of a brown bear and a number of hares and 

birds, such as grouse, magpies, crows, and hawks. 
In giving his account of tiie bear, Tuolumne said that 
he had met it early in ilie day. He had fired and 
wounded it, when the beast showed fight, and four of 
the Indians ran. The other two, however, stood by 
him like men, and pestered the beast with their ar- 
ro\N S till he was able to reload ; and with a second 
shot he finished the business. As for Stanislaus and 
his party, they had not yet arrived; but, even with- 
out what they ought be expected to bnng, we now 
had plenty. Thus it was that, although in the morn- 
ing we started out almost destitute, and with starra- 
tiicm staring us in the face, by good management and 
prompt action we had quite a market of game before 
the sun set ; — indeed plenty smiled around us in 
Ifaose heaps of bear-meat, antelopes, hares, and birds. 
In thankfulness for our good fortune, and to show an 
appropriate gratefulness, I ordered a rousmg fire to 
be built and a feast to be spresd ; and at the same 
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time directed the Indiaiia to dear two rings, and pre- 
pare for the dance of gladness. 

While all this was going on, I discharged my lifle 
as a signal for Stamsiaiis, and in a few nunutes the 
report was answered fruui tlie hills to ike southeast. 
In a short time atlberwards, Stanislaus and his party 
made their appearance, with their mule loaded with 
two deer and a thurd lot of hares and birds ; so that, 
if we had plenty oi provisions before, we now had pro- 
fhsion. In jolly good mood did we then sit down to 
oar feast of roasted dainties. When we had de- 
spatched tiiem, the Lidians began their dancing ; and 
each a whooping and shouting and kicking np of heels 
I rarely eyer saw ; and the sport was kept np with 
various amusing episodes till a late hour. Even Gray 
took part in the dance ; and it furnished mo with the 
most liyely amnsement to watch him with his hoe- 
down step in the character of au Indian brave. Once, 
indeed, they induced me to get up for a few moments, 
and I showed them how the Yankees used to dance 
when I was a boy ; but my gray head and long white 
beard ill-comported with the hghtness of my heels, 
and the Indians, and particularly the squaws, ahnost 
burst with lau^ter at the figure I made, so tiiat I 
soon resumed my seat and my old pipe, fully satisfied 
that my dancing days were over. 

u 
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CHAPTEK YL , 
walker's biyeb cou^tkt* 

Out Prf>triv«f». TTnntlng on the Way. Tamp on the- BnrTPTi?t Proviiiont. 
Ovt r the Barn-ns. AValker'f^ Kivcr. Vultures. The CttUfomian C'un lor. 
Prepamtioiifl for Camp. A tftrauge Sight. A Uorse run wild. >igbt 
Akcm. A Bar in Ounp. Afeteek 19M1 B«ur. Tte Bmut among tlw 
TiMliMii. SlaijiQg cf CIm Bmt. PIm to tavdi^ tbm Bont. B Oiptim* 
Bnildaf cf a Ball, lenlate. Fwtiiig wlfh tli« Indfauif. 

The next day we travelled on, fallowing the emir 
gration trail, and in the evening camped with gpod 
gra08 and water; aad the aacoeedi&g day we pro- 
eeeded on, in hopes of readiing Walkei^s Biver, at 
which the Indians were to leave ns. On starting^ 
this day, I sent Gray, Xaolusuie, and a number of 
the Indians in diftrent directions, with orders to IdU 
all the g^e they could ; for I wished to ieavo the 
Indiana well proyided, aa they had been of TaloaUe 
service to ns. The parties were to go a mile or two 
on opposite sides of the road and advance parailei to 
it, wfaile I also undertook to hont as we proceeded* 
Having made ttiis dispoation of the foroes, I drove 
leisurely on, and, in the course of an liuur or two, 
perceived a band of antelopes crossing the road in 
advance. Giving the charge of the wagon to Stanis- 
laus, I went forward, but could kill only one. Tlirow- 
ing it in the wagon, I then took np l^ie whip again ; 
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and we travelled on till ilie middle of tiie afteriKxni, 

when, coming to a ravine with water and good grass, 
we detemuDed to camp, thaagh we had not yet 
reached the riyer. 

The place of our camp this evening was a hard, dry 
country, without trees ; and there was no wood| except 
drift, which had Ibeen brought down by tcarenta fimn 
the mountciins, and sage bushes, ^vhick aheady began 
to iorm a feature in the landscape. As soon as we 
unhitched, I put the Indiana to gathering what aticka 
were to be picked up fur a fire ; and, leaving Stanis- 
laus in charge of camp, I saUied out with Lady Wash- 
ington fiw an evening hunt. In a abort diatance I 
ML in inA a band of antelopes, and killed two ; and 
eoon afterwards met Gray and his party, who had 
also two antdopes, besides two wolves and a number 
of ham and aqmrreb. Upon gettmg back to camp, 
Tuolumne and his party had arrived, bringing one 
aatekpe^ a lot of hares and squirrels, and a nomber 
of ng»^ makbg in aU » &ir Bupply of pioyirioiiB. 

We were on tlie way asrain early the next morn- 
ing, when, seeing that everything was in proper order, 
I left Gray to drive, and, taking Inolmnne and the 
Lady, started on in advance, so a3 to hunt as far as 
WaUier's Hiver, and wait there ibr the team. The 
eonntry, as we proceeded, became more and more 
sandy and level, and we could see a long distance. 
There were no bushes, save a little sage and weeds, 
and no game, save sqniirels and prairie^ogs. After 
faavelling seven or eight miles, we came at last in 
of the timber of Walker's Eiver, winch vim 
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ei^t or ten mfles ahead. We travelled on, and, upon 
approaching it, again met antelopes and killed tuo. 

Walker'a Biver, where we stniok it, ui nBuaUy neaiify 
a hundred yards wide, and deep, though fordable in the 
summer time. The surface of the water is considerar 
bly lower than tiie Btmrounding plain. ^Kmber is dis- 
poeed in belie about half a nnle wide along its banks^ 
and consists generally of cot ton- wood, button-wood, 
ash, birch, and black alder. In this timber, at the 
time of our yimt, there were great numbers of vul- 
tures and buzzards, which made the trees look almost 
blaok, until we killed the antelopes aboye referred to, 
when the birds took mng, sailed around us in cirdes, 
now and then darted do\\ii, and indeed seemed deter- 
mmed to take the meat by stoim. Some were ray 
large, — one in particular, which was of the speinea 
sometimes called the Califomian condor. As he 
was sailing in grand style, with a majestic swoop, 
fike a king of Ihe vultures, I determined to kill him ; 
and, seizing the opportunity as he swept towards me, 
fired and broke Ms wing, so that he wheeled to the 
ground. We ttien approached, but he was so savage 
that he darted at us witli the most ferocious energy ; 
and, not liking to test the strong^ of his powexM 
beak, I directed Tuolumne to put a pistol-ball into 
his head, which he did. After this, we made prep- 
arations for a camp ; but as yet, there was no appeal^ 
ance of our company, alAiough we could see fiyur or 
five miles over the plain. We waited some time ; 
but as they stm did not come, we took our riHea and 
went out to meet them. 
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It was now approaching evening, and becoming 
dusky. As we passed aloBg a few miles from the 
riyer, our attention was attracted to a large object 
nearly a mile to our right, which we could not make 
out. It looked as if it might be a bufialo, but still the 
diape was sbgnlar, and for a long time we were not 
able to conjecture what it could be. The most famil- 
iar thing|3y sometimes, under certain circumstances^ 
assume strange shapes, and when we hare found than 
out, we are astonished that thej could ever thus have 
excited our wonder ; and so it was in this instance ; 
for npoD approaching the aninuil, which I had almost 
thought an elephant, it proved to be only a horse, 
which, doubtless, had been left by some hapless em- 
igrant, or had broken from seme passing drove the 
previous season. We tried to approach him, but he 
was too wild; and we therefore left him for the 
time, and proceeded on to our company, which we 
soon met; and, retnming with them to the river, 
made our camp on its bank, and, being all fatigued 
witii the day's labor, turned into our blankets at an 
early hoar. 

We were troubled this night again by the howling 
of wolves and coyotes ; and about midnight, Gray, 
who was on watch, woke me up to say that he heard 
ibotsteps, and feared an attack of Indians ; and 
wished to know whether he should not put out the 
fire, so as to blind tiie enemy. I answered, by all 
means not to do so ; for the Indians, if such there 
were, could certainly see much better than we in Ihe 
' lark. I then arose, and went with lum to bis post 
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Mid heard the ftotaiepe ; but soon pereeiTed fhat Ifcoy 

were made, not bj Indians, but by beasts. " Kow," 
•aid I/^ if I am right, a whistle will tell the tale.'' 
Preparing my aims, I then gm s sharp, starffing 
wListlc ; aiid it was immediately answered by a snort 
of a bear, which was but a short distance off, though 
we eoold not see him. He had evidently come to 
procure a supper from our supplies ; and, after a little 
leflectioa, I determined to allow him a good square 
meal, and then p?e him the dessert. 

Our game lay by a stump near where we stood, 
but, to give the bear an opportunity to approach, if 
he dared, we removed, and took np our pontions be- 
hind trees a little further off. The way being thus 
left clear, the bear soon approached the meat, and, 
sitting leisurely down, began enjoying himsdf, and 
smacking his chaps over the luscious morsel. He 
sat with his back towards us, so that we could not 
pvocure aim ; nor indeed was there light enough to 
enable us to do so at any rate. To do the best under 
the circumstances, however, I again uttered the bear- 
yell ; and, as he rose and looked towards ns, we aimul- 
taaeonsly fired, and bored him throng tiie nnddle. 

During all this time, the Indians, who were camped 
close by, sat in great trepidation, and it was as much 
as Tuolumne could do to keep them qmet. But, as 
soon as the shots were fired, they commenced jabber- 
ing like a flock of blackbirds, and got up to come 
towards us ; when tihte bear, not yet dead, rushed into 
their midst, and began pawing right and left. For a 
moment or two the scene, or as much as eould be 
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i6in of ii, -wm altogether iiidQeeribable. l%e bear 

managed to get an Indian down, and bite him terribly * 
m the thigh, and the poor fellow roared and yelled for 
pain ; but as Gray and I mahed up on both adee and 
plied our knives, we soon made the enemy loosen his 
hold and roll over dead, — though, in the encounter, I 
received a severe wound in the left arm, and the In- 
dian was grievously hurt. 

The next day, we laid a plan to capture the horse 
which we had seen on tiie plain the previous evening; 
and, for this purpose, put a number of the Indians to 
work making a small corral, or brush inclosure, near 
where, as we oopld see by the tracks, he was acou^* 
tomcd to come for water. Puttinir the oxen and a 
mule in it as a decoy, I sent Tuolumne with the other 
mule to endeavcv to drive the horse in ; but all his 

efforts were vain, for the anlinai, whenever disturbed, 
would run off towards the mountains. As thus this 
manoeuvre did not succeed, we waited until evening, 
when, taking a small party, I went out myself; and, 
by forming a semicircle and moving gently forwards, 
we drove the horse before us, and finally he walked 
into the corral, as we wished. He had barely entered 
it, when we threw several lariats over his head and 
secured him. He proved to be a good American 
horse, six or seven years old, wearing the galls of 
harness, but high-spirited enough to protect himself 
firom the assaults of wild beasts ; &om all which I 
faifenred that he had been abandoned by some emi- 
grant as worn out, but had recuperated and managed 
to live through the winter. 
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In the meanwliile, having iuspected the river and 
found it too deep to ford, on account of the floods 
from ike melting snows o£ the mountains, we made « 
raft of cotton-wood and |)repared to cross the next 
morning. When morning camOi we gave all our 
game, with the exception of a couple of days' suffi- 
ciency for ourselves, to the Indians, with wlioni we 
were here to part ; it being their purpose to go down 
the river to ihe lake, and spend the season in fishing 

there, while our course was to cross the stream and 
strike over to Carson's Biver. Two of the Indians 
desured to go with us, and, as they were active young 
fellows, I consented ; but the rest we left upon the 
bank, watching our movements as we ferried our 
wagon and baggage over the stream, and evidently 
wishing that we had remained, to provide them with 
venison and beai^meat. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

THS 'HU1IB0I.DT MOUHTAINS. 

Tmn Walker's to Canon's RiTer. Two Days upon th« Barrens. OtiKni^ 
RiTer. Down (Arson's Klfer to the Bend Pfi«!«taffe of the Rirer. Adrift. 
Dinposition of the Kaft. 0?er the Plains. A sinkiug Stream. The Moun* 
tain Barrier. A Moontadn Tallejr. Beyiew of TraTel. The Pets. Ch&rao- 
te«f fhtllmmtaiBi. TkMikf of FmIImm. A Oorfs of CsfMi. ThoTaHsgr 
of fllnfaad fhofldlor. A MUht-mtoh. INiqmy of « On. A 

woa0i Bood. The Den a Qolgotha. Our Blockade. Appearance of Vb» 
Panthers. Our Atfnrk, My loudest Yell. Att^mT^t to Sfir/! the Kittpn«. 
Prppunitioiis tn ciit.cr tlit' Dun. Kiitry of tlu' IJen. Seizure of tUs Silleiis* 
Aatouishiueat of the Indiana. Unity of the Panther Family. 

FaoM Walker's to Carson's Baver, a distance of 
forfy miles, we trayeUed orer an unmyiiing regm 
wittoat trees, grass or water, notiung bat sage 

bushes and weeds. We had taken the precaution to 
cany some bags; of water with us from Walker's, 
bot before the two days during which we were upon 

this desert were over, all suffered much from thirst. 
Towards the end of the second evening, as our suf- 
ferings were beconung aggravated, I moimted my 

horse for tlic first time, to ride in aJvancc :ind 

reconnoitre. I found that long freedom had rendered 

him impatient of restraint, but in a short iame he 

recollected the bit, and I rode off like a nabob at a 

rapid gait fqr ii^ore than £|n hour, in search of die 

river, ^d i^t last reached it* Carflon'ii is a larger 

11* 
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stream ilian^ Walker's River, and there is good gi-ass 
along its banks, but no trees in this place ; so that, 
being onable to find firewood, we were compelled to 
take our food uncooked ; and to add to our discomfort, 
the night was damp and foggj. 

In the mondng we hunied off very early, desiroiui 
of leaning the place as soon as jx)ssible, and pro- 
ceeded down the river towards the great bend, where 
it was our intention to cross, and from there, strike 
for the Humboldt Mountains. Of these mountains I 
had heard much from emigrants of 1849 ; it was said 
that there were strange animals there, among them 
the purple panther and black and white wolves. We 
travelled about twenty miles this daj, and came oppo- 
dte a little island in the river, covered with cotton- 
wood timber, where we camped. In tiie evening we 
caught a fine lot of salmon-trout, using grasshoppers 
for bait, and in the night killed half a dozen beavers^ 
which were very tame. Hie next day we continued 
our journey, and the day after we reached the bend. 

At this place the river divides and forms an 
ifiland, which was the place I chose to cross. We 
accordingly went to work making a raft of cotton- 
wood ; and, upon getting it ready, loaded everything 
upon it, and crossed the first branch of ilie river, 
which was comparatively easy, as we could reach 
bottom with our poles and thus push ourselves over ; 
but, upon rouncUng the point of the island and com- 
mitting ourselves to the second branch, the water 
became so deep that our poles were of no use, and 
QWr raft was carried down the stream. The cuixent 
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iras rapdy and I became, for a whiles mueh alanned, 
lest we would be swamped m fhe eddies of the bend ; 

but it was fortunately not long before we reached 
shallower water ; and, ag^ finding use for our poles^ 
we finally reached diore, and disembarked. Haring 

no fui'tliCT use for the raft, we left it tied to the bank, 
for, although there was no probability of our ever 
seeing it more, oflters might come along and find use 
for it ; and this was my invariable rule, not to destroy 
an article when the destruction could serve no good 
end. 

Upon leaving Carson's River we entered a country 
almost entirely unknown ; but, after travelling some 
distance, a fiaunt line appeared in fhe eastern horiaoQy 
which we knew could be no other tiian the Humboldt 
Chain. It was sixty or eighty miles off, a mere line 
of blue in the distance ; but tiie sight invigorated us, 
and we pushed on wiiii energy. We travelled three 
days, seeing the mountains plainly in the clear morn- 
ings, but losing them in the smokier after-parts of 
ibe day; and, on fhe ttdrd evening, we camped 
on ci saia.ll stream, which showed, by its sparkling 
waters, that it was bom in the hills, though it wasted 
itself in the sands of fhe plains, — fhe same as thoor 
sands of other streams in the great basin. Along 
this stream we travelled the next day, g^dually mak- 
ing our way through fhe hills, until we came to fhe 
mountains proper, which presented an ahnost un- 
broken barrier to our progress. We skirted this 
barrier for fifteen nules, when we found a rugged 
canon with precipitous sides, which served for a pass, 
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though it was barely wide enough to admit the pas- 
sage of a wagOQ. A little brook rushed along the 
bottom of ilui oiSoD> and, ia tiie oomte of fcor or firo 
miles, we were compelled to eroes it at l^t a dozen 
times ; but we finally came into a beautiful little val- 
loji a few mileB kmg and half a mile wide, ioeloeed 
with hi^ lulb, wluoh were eoiered with oaks, pmee 
and cedars. The \ alley was level and grassy, with 
here and there a few kreea, and, on one nde under 
tihe hiUSf wiih a plaoid sweep, wmmd the elream. 

/ Here we pitched (mr general camp and determined 

^ to hwit Sot a week or two. 

Throodioat the whole dirtanoe firom the Sienra we 
had seen no himian beings save those of our own 
party ; it was too early ibr emigrants, nor did we see 
Indians. Alter leaving the enugratioii road at Caa^ 
son's River, we passed through an entire wilderness ; 
not a track or anything to denote that man had ever 
trod the waste oonld be foond. Until we reached 
the neighborhood of the mountains, Hiere was also no 
edible game to be met with ; and when we finally 
camped|0Qr stock of pnmaoos wasrerjlow. But all 
the way our animah thrived well, and travel seemed 
to affect them but little. As to the }>ets, Lady Wash- 
ington had steadily followed the wagon, tied to the 
hinder azletree ; but Ben Franklin and his fbster- 
bruLher, Rambler, I kept in the wagon, ^vliei■e they 
spmt most of their time in tusshng with each other or 
sleepbg. Some&nes I would take them out, and, 
when the road was pleasant, let them chase each other 
over the ^asa, or while away the tune in the chase 
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of ham, equineb, and pnirie-dog9, in which they 

found much to amuse and occupy them. 

Upon reconnoitring in (ha Humboldt Mountains the 
6x9^ day, they did not praniee va mudb We went in 
an easterly direeiioa willi ear moles, passing oyer a 
country rough with hills, rocks, gullies and ravines, 
hare barren, and there acantily corered with acrubby 
timber. We killed aeveral deer, a ftw grouse, harea 
and squiircls ; but could find no traces of more fero- 
cious beasts. The netxt day we took a southerly di* 
Tficlioik, and ooming to a very roo^ and rugged 
mountain, left our mules, and climbed over iuto a 
deep gorge full of ledges of rocks, holes, clefts, char 
paml and brash ; — a pbM)e iriiich, if there were sa?^ 
age ammab in Hke re^km, appeared ezaotiy suited for 
their dens. Nor were we mistaken; for we soon 
found fiesh tracdu <^ a pantfa^, which diaoerery en* 
fivened na much ; and viai<»i8 of tiie purple panther, 
an animal with which we were totally unacquainted, 
danced before our eyes. 

The two Indiana who had come with ns gave me to 

understand that they were expert in fo]lo^^■ing a track, 
and they soon demonstrated their abihty; for they 
jranmed the panther trail throng many wioda and 
turns for several miles down Hie canon, till they 
came to great ledges and shelvuig cli&, curious to 
see, — such as Tulkures build tfadr neata in. The 
rocks were large, and left many holes and clefts ; and 
in various places among them there were white bones 
of different kinds of animaia, which seemed to have 
been tiirown there by ttie savage tenants of tiie cavea. 
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Upon reaehmg fliis place, wo Imilt fires, and endeav^ 

©red to drive the smoke into the caves ; but the wind 
being un&Torable^ the plan did not succeed, and 
watery eyes were onr only recompenfle* We tiien 
lighted pine torches, and entered a number of the 
oaves, but could find nothing* At last we came to 
the determination of watoUng the place all night, and 
in that mauuer learning where the game lay ; and ac- 
cordingly, as it grew dark, we selected a ledge of 
rock where we conld defend ourselves, and, wrapping 

our blankets snudv about us, began our observations. 
I can never look back to our ]) osition there without 
thinking of tihie famous valley of diamonds in ttie story 

of Sinbad the Sailor, with iU high, steep, and inacces- 
sible sides. 

As soon as it grew qmte dark, our ears were re- 
galed with a concert of panther-shrieks, quite astound- 
ing. We were so situated that every shriek was re- 
peated by a dcsen echoes, and the canon fidrly rung 
with terrific noises. We could also hear the beasts 
rushing along in the brush, but could not see them. 
At midnight it became more silent, bat towards mom* 
ing the concert was repeated ; from which it appeared 
that the beasts had left their dens in the evening, 
hunted for prey during the ni^t, and returned tow* 
ards mommg. Oar watch-, therefore, convinced ns 
of the presence of many beasts ; but it was impossible 
« to see where they retired, and we knew not how to 
proceed to hunt tiiem. As we were ttdnkmg this 
matter over, however, one of the Indians announced 
that he had discovered a panther's den, where there 
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were youog ones, and described it as being about a 
nule further down the canon, in a spot very difficult 

pf access. Upon questioning hira, I perceived that 
he understood the si^pis and proofs of the brute nearly 
as well as myself; and we resolved to proceed at once 

to the place. 

The road was one of the utmost difficolty, on ac- 
count of the thick brosh, precipices, ledges and roeks^ 
which were piled together in great confusion the 
whole way. In some places we had to let ourselves 
down, at the risk of breaking our necks, fiom one 
shelf of rock to anottier ; and the place itself, as we 
iouiid upon reaching it, was of most gloomy descrip- 
tion, but exactly calculated for the dens of £urocioQS 
beasts. It seemed a perfect Golgotha of die animal 
creation ; for the bones of deer, antelopes, wolves, 
coyotes and birds, together with feathers and hair, 
lay scattered about in every direction. Some of the 
bones were yellow with freshness, others perfectly 
bleached, and many crumbling with age. The place 
indeed bore the appearance of having been the den of 
beasts rince the days of Methuselah. After viewing 
the premises attentively, we come to the conclusion 
that a particular horizontal opening in a ledge of 
rocks led to an immense den ; and we determined to 
await the pleasure of the inmates to come forth. We 
accordingly posted ourselves, Gray and an Indian at 
one place and I and an Indian at another, within fifty 
yards of the den, and in such positions as to have &ir 
aim and be able to as^t each other if necessaiy. 

It was about sundown when we took our poationSy 
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and we had not waited loDg before I had the pleasure 
of seeing two panth«E8 ccnoe out of flie eleft of the 
rooks. They played with eaeh other, wrestled and 
caressed, and I soon saw that one was a male and the 
other a female. NoTor in my fife before had I sera 
two large beasts play so prettily, and I therefore 
watched them without disturbmg theur gambols. In 
a few nunutes afterwards tiuree small kittens came out 
of the cleft and commenced playing also, springing 
upon their parents' backs, and off again, and growling 
wHh pleasure. I oould have watched a long time^ 
but the opportumty being too favoraMe to be neg- 
lected, I drew my riiie, and, giving a whistle as the 
signal agreed upon with Gray^ fired at the female and 
pierced her through the heaort. Gray abo fired, but, 
mifortunately, at the same animal, so that the male 
remained unscathed. He could not see us, however, 
and, being confounded by the unaccustomed sound, did 
not fly, but pranced alxnit, juinpinsr over the dead 
body of his consort, looking in every direction, and 
screeching every few minutes. I reloaded as quickly 
as possible and fired a second shot, but without the 
&tal effect of the former one. The beast was how- 
ever struck; and making a tremendous SfHring, he 
bounded in the direction of Gray. I thought he was 
sprin^g for my comrades ; and in an instant, drawing 
my knife and uttering the loudest yell that ever 
passed my lips, I rudied f<»rward ; but the panther 
was only scared, for, passing by them, he bounded 
over a cliff into the bushes out of sight ; and this was 
the last we ever saw of him. 
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After waiting until his sereeclieB had died away in 

the distance, we approached the den for the purpose 
of secniing the Uttle ones ; but they evaded all onr 
efforts. We used our buckskin coats to throw over 

tliem, but they dodged and jumped with such rapidi- 
ty that our endeavors were useless ; when we thought 
we had them surely, they were not there ; and finally 
they ran into the den, and buried themselves in its 
recesses. There remained but one resource^ that of 
following ; and, making a large fire at the mouth of 
the place and procuring a number of pine torches, I 
prepared to enter. Gray was much opposed to this 
step at first ; but I represented that the old ones were 
certainly disposed of, and there could be nothing else 
to fear. He replied like a man, that if I was de- 
termined to go in, he would share the danger ; and 
accordingly he prepared himself to follow. I then 
took my buckskin coat and -vvrapped it about my 
neck, making thus a kind of battery for my face and 
breast, and placed a Uttle Cayenne pepper in my 
pocket, ^vLich would serve to blind aii opponent, if 
necessary. It was rare indeed that I was not pro- 
vided ei&er with pepper or dry snuff, thou^ seldom 
that I ever had occasion to use ihem. In my left 
hand I carried my torch and drawn knife, in my right 
my revolver ; and Gray was provided in much the 
same style. 

It had now become dark, and the region dreadfully 
^oomy; nor was the i^pearance of the place bene- 
fited by the fire, Hhe light of which, flickering upon 

the angular projections of rock, increased the black- 
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oess of the recesses. Anj but a tried man would have 
diftim b«ok fiom the adreatiue ; bat we were bedi 
firm of nerve, and, after deciding, would nok be 

stayed. ^\ e accordingly entered the cleft, and crept 
forward eight or ten ieet, over skeletons aiid boofiSi 
which rattled as we peieed. Oommg to a narrow 
hole, we passed through it into a second cave, five or 
mx feet in extent, and then into a third, larger than 
either of the others. The most absolate siienoe 
reigned, and nothing was to be seen, until, as we ap- 
proached a few broken rocks in a comer, the littie 
panthers bristled ap, and, with flanung eyes, began to 
i|Ht at US. Sedng that we had no other beasts to 
encounter, we laid aside our arms, and I untied the 
coat from my neck; but, in consideration of the 
trouble already experienced from the active little 
brutes, I took a small quantity of pepper in my hand, 
and, watcliing an opportunity, dashed it into their 
fiusee* We tiien, in an instant, roshed upon Hiiem 

with our buckskins, and in a few moments had them 

in our arms ; after which we made our way out oi the 
dose and now smol^ cave as soon as possible. 

The Indians, in the meanwhile, had remained at the 
fire at the mouth of the cave ; but they were terribly 
frightened when they heard us comfaig out with the 
young animals screechmg in our arms, for the acoustic 
peculiarities of the place were astonishing, and, hear- 
ing so great a noise, they knew not what was coming. 
When, howeyer, they saw us emerging safely with 
our tro]:)hies, they looked upon our success as heroic, 
and| with a sort of reverence, cried Bravo ! bra- 
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to ! I mjBelF exalted, beBering diat I had pro- 
cured the famous purple paaither ; " but, on skinning 
the dead dam before the fire, I was imdeceiyed. She 
was ag tawny as the sands, and in all respects tiie 

same panther, called by naturalisis the cougar or cun- 
•dor, which is common to the whole country. 
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CHAPTER VnL 

AMONG THB DENS. 

JNsooTerj of a Wolf's Dea. WoItw' Dens in Geoeral. A Nigh c- watch. ]%- 
ging oMt lb* Dttt. OoMtnielta of 4te Itan. Loti. Adfinitai« trtdi * 
Bew. OwMtfon. flaooDd TUt to tiM VfeaOwr'M D»ii. Bxplontioiu. A 
Pftadier. AdTenture with the PanflMT in her Ben. Its IncompIet4.-Q«M. 
ConTersatton with Gray. Reentry of the Den. Seizure of tiw ff iUlU 
Ongr honiflMt Qnj'* ouuifal Aid. Tta« Purple Faatta«r ? 

Ih£ recesses of the Humboldt MoimtaiDS afforded 
OS many adventures. The day after we stormed and 
took the panther's den, one of the IniUans reported 
the discovery of a wolf s den, and said that he had 
seen whelps idaying at its monili. We determined at 
once to proceed to the place, and he led ns a long 
distance through a rocky and mountainous country, 
with much chaparral among Uie gullies, but d^erwise 
barren and desolate. We arrived at last at a hiBHride 
in which there was a kind of tunnel-like cave ; and 
tins was the den. Wolves sometimes have such dens, 
but probably dispossess other animals to obtain them. 
I have known them in different parts of the country 
to dispossess ooyotes, which had previously dispos^ 
sessed badgers, woodchuoks or prairie-dogs. They 
sometimes, however, dig holes for themselves ; but 
do not, generally, go very {bit into the ground, and 
espedaDy where the earth is in any respect hard. In 
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the present oase^ it seemed, from tiie general appear- > 

ance of the place, that the hole had once been a 
bciir's den, and that the wolves had taken possesaion 
after the original occopants had vacated it. 

TJpon examining the spot, we saw that it would re- 
quire much labor to dig the whelps out, — a mode of 
procuring joung wolves frequently practised, — and 
particularly as we had no spades or crow-bars with us. 
But as the Indian insisted that there were wolves 
thnre, we determined to watch the den during the 
mght, and, if necessaiy, dig into it tiie next day. For 
this purpose we accurdinglj statiuncd ourselves, and 
kept a sharp look-out until morning ; but no wolves 
appeared, and nothing was heard hut the shrieks of 
panthers and the howls of coyotes in the distance. I 
concluded that the den had been deserted ;\ but Gray, 
pennting to the fresh tracks, which were to be seen in 
•bundance, was anxious to dig ; and finally I acqui- 
esced. The word was given ; and, jdl going diligent- 
ly to work with pointed sticks, we dug, and piied, and 
removed stcmes, until, after three hours' hard labor, we 
penetrated the liill Eve or six feet, and arrived at the 
inner chamber of the den. This was an apartment 
three or four feet in diameter and several feet high, 
nicely lined ^vith leaves and also with some hair. 
It seems that wolves, when about to whelp, will fre- 
quentiy chop off a portion of their own hair, besides 
picking up all they can find, to make a soft nest for 
their oispring. This is a lesson that Natm e, mother 
of us all, teaches them. We examined the den care- 
fully, but there were no wdves of any kind about it, 
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though appearances indicated thttt they bad deserted 
th« place b«t 4 fllmt tinie baCbfto av nsit 33ie dd 

wdf had doabiless discovered ibe Indian scont ; and, 
as it is the natuie of the beast to remove her jouag 
whea diBtorbedi A» had piobaUy taken the fint op- 
poiiuiuty to do so. Thofl we lost four a&d twenty 
hours ot hard watching and hard kbor, and got notb- 
iiig for oar paina. 

The proTimiis we had brought wiOi us were now 
nearly exhausted, and we determined to scour the 
region for game. We started oat, and travelled tiU 
nearly night, but, to oor astoidsfament, foond nolii- 
iug but a barren, rugged country. As it grew tow- 
ards evenmg, we did not know ilrhere we wjere^ 
and began to sofier from thirst and hunger,^ when 
suddenly one of the Indians whiapered to me: 

There's a bear I " I looked in the directbn in 
whidi he pointed, and saw a bear crawling sfowly 
up the side of a ravine opposite us. It appeared to 
be loungmg along, searching for roots and squirrels^ in 
a manner costomary to the animal after driddng ; 
and I at once concluded that there must be ^Yater in 
the ravine; so that here, at once, food and drink 
were presented to ns« We immediately separated, 
and, while Grav took one direction, I took another. 
He was most lucky in his path, and reached a suit- 
able point of attack before I eoold ; for when I had 
stationed myself in a clump of bushes near the top of 
the ridge, I saw him below, preparing to hre on the 
beast. He did not know I was near, nor did I giTe 
him notice, but waited until he hied, aud then ad- 
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Tttneed. Hia ball, aMioiii^ it stnidf, did not UD ; 

but tliis was of little advantage io the bear, for I floon 
placed miae in its heart, and it fell dead. We drew 
our knives, and, ripping oat ham, rashed down tbe 
declivity to a spring at the bottom, where, building a 
fire and partiaUj roasting the food, we devoured it 
like flavvges, — for we were nearly starved. After 
satisfying our thirst as well as our hunger, we re- 
turned to the body of the bear, and, building a fire 
near it, spread oar Uankets and fell into a soond and 
comfortable deep. 

The next morning we ascended a hill to ascertain 
oar position, and found that we were but a short dis- 
tance from the canon of tiie panther^s den. As we 
wished to examine that den more at our lekmre than 
we had been able to do on the first visit, I despatched 
the Indians to camp for Tndomne and tiie moles, to 
remove the bear ; and, after they started off, Gray 
and I went down to the den. We provided ourselves 
wilii torches, as befim ; and, having lighted them, 
crept into the apartment where we had found the 
kittens. Upon removing a few loose stones, we un- 
expectedly discovered another crevice, which led in 
among the rocks, and, pasnng tiiroagh it, we entered 
another apartment, and then another, imtil it seemed 
as if we woold never be able to find our way out 
again. Presently, however, Gray remarked that he 
thoiisrht he could see light ahead ; I told him to place 
his torch behind, and, doing the same with my own, 
we both saw plainly that there most be a second en^ 
trance eight or ten yards in advance. Wc groped 
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along Yerj emfkioMlj wm^ bring aatisfied that im 

were in another den, and having nothing but our 
bowic-kuives and pistols to defend ouraelYes, oar 
rifles being still at tbe mouth where we entered ; but 
« we still oontinned to crawl forward m spite of danger. 
It insfttres me with more dread to recall the low, 
namwy tomMike plaoe now than wh«i, under the 
ezeitement of the hunt, I crept into it. AD of a sud* 
den, Gray cried, A panther ! " which startled ma 
terribly. I had neither seen nor heard anything; 
but, upon halting a moment, plamly heard a low 
growl, and, rising a few inches, I saw cowering in 
front of me a huge liring form, with a pair of flaming 
eyes. 

My first thought, at this startUng discovery, was to 
turn back, — but this would have been madness ; cm 
only chance was to proceed, and beard the brnte. 

Should we turn, the beast would surely attack us ; 
but| with a bold firont, armed as we wm and with 
fire, that terror of beasts, we were more tium a 

match for the brute, even under the disadvantages 
of our position. Accordingly, drawing our weapons, 
we advanced ,; I first, and Gray at my beds, — tot 
there was not room to proceed side by side. The 
panther, meanwhile, continued growhng more and 
more angrily, and did not seem disposed to retreat. 
For a few minutes we eyed each other, and I began 
to fear a sudden spring; when, pointing my pistol as 
directly at her eyes as possible, I fired. The animal 
ga\ e a tremendous screech, and we heard a terrible 
l^wling and 8<»atching, but, paying little attention 
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to these, and mhing to take adyantage of our attack, 

•we crept on as quickly as possible, continuing to fire 
and yell as we advanced. All this terriiied the beast, 
ifhich wheeled, rushed for the opening, cleared it at 
a bound, aiicl escaped ; but she ^va^ no sooner gone . 
than I was sorrj I had not seized her by the tail and 
plied mj knife. Freqnentiy have I thought of the 
matter since, and regretted my want of readiness ; 
for the adventure lacked this of being complete. I 
indeed rushed after her, and paid no attention, for 
the time, to her kittens, which sprawled in her lair ; 
but when we got out of ihe place, and looked about 
US in ereiy direction, no panther was to be seen ; she 
had vanished. 

Our search for the dam being vain, I turned 
towards Qraj and asked hun to go in and catch the 
kittens. He refdied that we should both go. I an- 
swered that such a plan would never do ; for one 
must watch outside aiui keep off the dam, which was 
much more dangerous than to catch the litQe ones. 
I knew very well that there was no probability of the 
dam returning after the fright we had ^ven her, but 
I spdke so to try my comrade^s courage. All I could 
say, however, was of no avail ; for, as I soon found, 
Gray was afraid of other old beasts in the den, and 
this was the* reason of his refusal. This cinnm 
stance afforded me an opportunity, not only of ridi- 
culing his fears, but of testing his faith&Iness in the 
hour of need. 

With torch in one hand and knife in the other, I 

again crept through the narrow opening, and soon 

u 
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mcbed the pi&ther^B bed. finding five Utde pan- 
fher kittens, I placed them on my coat, which I had 
drawn off for the purpose, and, doubling up the 
bundle, began oiswUng out* But upon reaohing the 
narrow entranee, where Grray could see me, I began 
twisting my face into a look of horror, and cried that 
be should help me for meroy's Bake. In an instant 
Gray darted towards me, and asked frantically what 
was the matter. I replied, "The panther! the paa- 
ther! pull me out! jmll me outP' and at the same 
time worked my body from ride to ride, threw my 
face into the most frightful expression, and kickeil as 
if a panther had me by the legs. Gray manfully 
seized my arms and pidled me out, when, jumping 
upon my feet, I slapped him on the back, and re- 
marked that, though he had aeted the coward befiMre, 
he had fully redeemed himself by his prompt aetiom 
now. 

I was in hopes that these at least were the purple 
panthers, — the animals we were so anxious to pro* 
cure, — and resolved to lay in wait for the return of 
the dam, in order to ascertain. We accordingly took 
up poritions near the den, and oocarionaUy pinched 
the tails of our little captives to attract her ; but in 
vain, — nothing more could we see or hear. As it 
began to grow dark, we took up our prises and anna, 
and proceeded to camp, from which we had been 
absent several days. 



. J i^ .d by Google 



▲ HUMBOLDT TBMPISI. 



267 



CHAPTER IX. 

A HUMBOLDT TEMPEST. 

4 bmutiful Morning. Btnrtsir of my Pets. Ben Franklin and hia Fottev 
troflMr. Oonlnc «f IIm Stomi* Ow Pwpaimtloiui Jbr TempMi. Tb* 
foiy of lk« Sm. BapttttlMt of Mm Btoffu ftt Kight. PnptnllMMi Ite 
Ttefel. AdTClitiire with a Bear. The Disadrantagefl of Hunting in Com* 

pany. f^langhter of Anfelopeg. Prt»parHtionfl to cross thp TV'sert. Musings. 
The Romance of the Defsert. Its real I>p?ol.itioa. Ben Franklin in Free- 
dom. The £dge of the Desert. Appearance of the Desert. A ^ight of 
temtftt. folofU PrpgreM. 

The next morning waa one of the most beautiful 
tint oould well be ima^ned. The Ay was clear, not 
a cloud to be seen ; and a fine haze, like the com- 
mencement of Indian summer, gave it a peculiar 
dbaroL There was something so soft, and at the 
same time so fragrant, about the air, that it seemed 
to ravish the senses. It was not the invigoratiiig 
atmosphere which incites to labor, but a luxorious 
one, as if of a perfinned hassaar under a Perrian 
sky. I therefore felt little disposition to go upon the 
hunt, and chose to marshal and review my animals in 
camp. The pets were thereupon all brought out 
together upon the green sward, and, for an hour or 
more I had them gambolling and playing together, 
bears, dogs, wolves and panthers. IVom an early 
period in the life of my bear, Ben Franklin, it had 
been my intention to teach him to be a hunter, and I 
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had therefore taken every means to cement tiie 

fiiendship which ensted between him and the grey- 
hound, Rambler; and so intimate had their relations 
become that they passed their time together by choice, 
always keeping in company in their plays. Ben was 
now growing finely, and had far outstripped his foster- 
brother in size ; but they were stiU brothers. As for 
file little panthers, they were aD doing well, and gam- 
bolled with the bear and dog, as if all had been reared 
in the same family. Taking all in ail, the sight was 
one of great interest^ and much did 1 enjoy it that 
beautiful morning. 

Such was the forenoon of this remarkable day in 
the Humboldt Mountains, but in the afternoon clouds 
rose. At first they seemed like huge banks of snow 
rising over the mountains; but the higher they rose 
flie darker they grew. I was not acquainted with 
the climate of the region, but it soun became evident 
to me that a storm was brewing ; and I therefore or- 
dered the animab to be placed away, and everything 
to be prepared for a rough tiiue. Little idea did I 
have, however, of the tempest which was about to 
burst upon us. We had, indeed, barely rolled away 
our rifles in blankets, and piled lar^e chunks of wood 
upon the fire, when the heavens became black, the 
wind blew with terrific force, and large hailstones be- 
gan pouring doAvn. I soon discovered that a tremen- 
dous whirlwind was roaring near us, and that our 
danger was unminent. Some of the party ran tow- 
ards the wagon, with the intention of finding shelter 
under it; but I forbade them, and directed all to 
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throw themselves fiat upon the ground, and draw their 
blankets over them ; and well it was that they did ao, 
for in a few mmutes the whirlwind sudden^ took up 
the wagon, whirled it over, and scattered tiie loggage 
in every direction. The stronger it blew, the harder 
it hailed, and the firmer we had to hold onrselves to 
die ground to keep from being earned away ; for the 
violence of the storm was so great that trees but a 
short distance from us were twisted off or torn up by 
tiie roots, and thrown about like straws. The deva»> 
tation was frightful ; but, as is the case with all vio- 
lent things, the storm soon spent its fury, and passed 
over us. We were all bruised by the hul, and 
drenched by the rain, and rendered a tmly sad look- 
ing set ; but in the course of an hour or two the ex- 
tingaiflhed fire was relighted, we gathered up our 
scattered goods, and soon afterwards the sky cleared^ 
and the sun shone pleasantly forth again. 

I was in hopes, after such an afternoon, that we 
should have a calm night ; but no, this tornado was 
but a prehule to a still more dreadful one, which 
might have been disastrous had we not had warning 
in time, and prepared for it Seeing in the evening 
that it would come, we unpacked the wagon, took 
off the wheels and turned the bed bottom-upward, 
placed everyfiung we could under it, and loaded it 
down with large stones <»i top. The ammab we 
placed in bushes, and did the same with ourselves ; 
and in a short time afterwaids the storm came, bring- 
ing torrents of rain, which drenched us to the skin, 
and formed a sea of rushing water on every side. 
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There was thunder and lightning too, frightful, ter- 
rific ; never iu my life, before or after, hare I seen 
anything so appalUng« But fertcnmtely the wind did 
not lift our wagon-bed ; and ^vlien the tornado was 
over, although it took a long time to dry our clothes, 
and much of onr property was mined, we at last 

iiKido ourselves comparatively comfortable, and the 
next morning rose upon us bright and clear. 

We had now made as long a stay in these mom^ 
imns as our time would allow, and began to prepare 
for our journey over the Great Basin to the Bod^ 
Moontaina. In view of the deiert road before us, we 
determined to devote ourselves, during the remainder 
ot our stay here, to collecting a store ot dried pro- 
visions ; and accordingly, on the day after the storm, 
we started out with the horse and mules, and soon 
killed four or five deer, which we hung up as usual. 
Towards eyening we came upon a bear, and crept 
upon him, when Tuolmnne, aocording to airangement, 
fired the first shot. No sooner had he done so, how* 
ever, than the beast made a rash for him* There was 
a small cedar^tree at a short distance, and Taolumne 
was soon in its branches ; but the animal was close at 
his heels, and wonld perhaps have caught him, had 
not Gray and I, after vainly firing our rifles, seized 
our knives and run to the rescue. Althounrh Tuo- 
lumne discharged his pistol in front, our attack in the 
rear dUyerted the animal's attention; and, after a 
fi;L;lit in which both Gray and I used our kiiives too 
freely, he expired at our feet. He had a beautiful 
skin, and when I saw bow much it was injured by our 
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slashes, it grieyed me that I had not been alone in Had 
i^t. But BO it generally happens where several 
persons hunt in companj, ammals are spoiled hj too 
m«eh killing. I haye, therefore, when collecting pel- 
tries, always preferred to hunt alone, which is also 
safer ; for tiien a hunter has to look out only far him* 
self and the game ; but in a company, the attention 
is distnietod by considerations for the safety of one's 
MDspamons in addition. 

The next day we again took the field, and, after a 
short hunt, perceived a large band of antelopes. We 
erept up on different udes with flags, until an old buck 
happened to see the decoys at nearly the same time. 
He looked iirst on one side and then on the other, 
and for a while it was uncertain which way he would 
go ; but, by a waving of my flag, which was of an 
attractive red color, I drew him towards me, and the 
band followed. As they came down the knoll, Gray 
ascended on the o|)posite side, and, upon reaching the 
top, fired; whereupon Tuolumne and I discharged 
oar pieces also. The shots had the effect of kill* 
ing tiiree, and so amazed the band that they be- 
gan tramping around in a panic, while we rapidly re- 
loaded and fired fi>ur additional times; and at last 
the band broke away and escaped, but left nine dead 
and four wounded ones behind. 

A number of oiher antelopes and bears, deer, 
wolves and foxes, we likewise killed, and our camp for 
several days presented a busy scene of meat-drying 
and buckskinHQoaking. After procuring as much pro- 
vision as our journey would require, we packed it in 
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such a manner as to economize room, having a joup- 
ney of several hundred miles over a comparative dea- 
ert before us, and knowing that we would have to 
cany water as woll as provisions. We also greased 
the wheels of our wagon ; and having thus prepared 
everytiung, and made all neceasary arrangements fat 

a start carlj the next morning, we gathered around 
our last camp lire in the Humboldt Mountains, and 
speculated upon the character of the desert over 
which we were to go, and the kinds and numbers of 
the auimals of the Rocky Mountains^ towards which 
we were now to travel. 

There is something attractive in the very name of 
the desert. It is invested in our minds with the 
stories learned in childhood, of its wonderful wide 
stretches of sandy wastes, its mirages, and its carar 
vans, all of wliich have been so generously adorned 
with the splendors of diction, and dressed out in the 
gorgeous robes of imagination. The poets have peo- 
pled its fearful sohtudes with the creations of fancy, 
until the desert of the books is far from being the 
desert of reality. One who sits in the midst of 
plenty, to indite his experience of a travel over the 
plains, is apt to forget the desolation he has passed, 
and to describe inadequately the fearful loneUness he 
has traversed. 

On the appointed morning, having yoked up at an 
early hour, we drove down a valley in the mountains, 
and tiie same day ran out into the hills which border 
the plains of the Great BaEon. I had come to the 
conclumon that Ben Franklin was now old and strong 
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flDOUgh to trayd on foot, and allowed him to run tho 
whole day in company mih the greyhound, — a privi- 
lege which he seemed to enjoy as an acknowledg- 
ment of his majority; though a grizzly bear can 
hardly he said to have come of age until several 
years old. Lady Washington wa^ chained to tlio 
axle-tree, as usual ; but Ben seemed rather to harmo- 
nise with the greyhound than with his relative^ and I 
had no disposition to interfere with his inolmations. 

The next day we ran out of the hills, and camped 
upon what we supposed would be our last watering- 
place for several days ; so ibat we considered it pru- 
dent to iill all our vessels and bags with water for use 
upon the wastes. The lower hills had a little timber 
and a litUe grass, but as they stretched out before us 
into the plains, the land became parched and sandy, 
with only a few weeds and sage bushes^ and dreary 
indeed. As we pushed forward the next day, the 
country became more and more dreary, assuming a 
volcanic aspect as if burnt, having small stones scat- 
tered about, and in many places coated with a soda- 
like substance, very disagreeable to «he sight. 

We were in hopes this day of reaching a spring 
of which we had been told, but after a drive of forly 
miles, were compelled to camp mthout any signs of 
it, and during the night we used up all the water we 
had brought. Besides, there was neither grass nor 
firewood anywhere to be procured, and our stoppage, 
tliereforc, did little tu wards affording us the necessary 
refreshment. We passed a night of torment indeed, 
and| in the morning, were so thirsty that I became 
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feftrfol of the conseqaenoei* All that could be done^ 
however, was to ride ahead and search for relief; 

and, accordingly, wliile Gray was to fullow leisurely 
with the team, I moonted the horse, and rode on a 
kmg distance ; but nothing was to be seen, save a 
blank waste, without signs of water or vegetation. I 
hardly knew in which direction to turn, whea &t last, 
far in advance, I perceived several mounds, which 
we had been told indicated the situation of the 
springs. Ihey were, however, not less than twenty 
miles distant from where the poor animals were 
panting with exhaustion ; and when I bore the good 
tidings to Gray, he declared that they came too late. 

It was, fortunately, now neariy evening, and the 
poor cattle seemed to revive as it became cooler, but, 
had it not been for the hardy mules, it is doubtfui 
whether we could have reached the springs that night, 
and perhaps not at all. I sent all the party ahead to 
refresh themselves, and took charge of the team 
alone ; but it was only with much coaxing and paiur- 
ful slowness tiiat I succeeded in making progress, and 
managed to reach the spring, such as they were, in 
the mommg. The water was brackish and unpalat- 
able, but still acceptable under the circumstances ; 
for, after the dreadful drive of the last two days, we 
considered ourselves very fortunate to procure any 
drink at all, however bad it might be. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE OBBAT BA8IK* 

BMndtiiv. Onr Bonto. B ihw i itt oii. Bm WtnUtOnH ion leel. Hii Mbo- 
«Mini. Om U» GiMt BmIii. Itefeltefi. Utah Lite. Utred. Around 
tha Head of Utah late. Oanie^ A Bnflklo Hunt. BlMklbot Yisiton. 
Another Buffalo Hunt. Among tbe Mountains. IMscorery of a Rocky 

Mountain Grizzly. My Feelings. Slaying of the Bear. Charjicteristlcs of 
the Bockj Mountain Bear. Progress. Game. Camp on Muddj Fork. 

Abieb a stay o£ two dajs at the mounds, recruit- 
ing our animab ap<m the scant j herbage which skirted 
the springs, and refilling our water-bags, we started 
again over a country similar to that which we had just 
passed, and camped at night on the desert. The 
whole of the next day we travelled on, and that night 
oior supply of water £Euled again, with no prospects of 
relief. The next day we travelled forward, in the 
expectation of reachiiig springs ; but the hope was 
yain, and the sufferings of the cattle became even 
greats than before. The route we had taken no 
emigrant had ever travelled, and all our mformatkm 
in regard to it had been derived solely from an old 
hunter named Walker, whose account, though per- 
fectly truthful, was difficult to understand. We had 
endeavored to follow his directions implicitly, but it 
wnL became evident that we were out of the way ; 
and therefore, when we stopped at night, I rode out 
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to reconnoitre and explore, and, in the course of the 
nigbti I found springis very Bimilar to those we had 
last been at, about ten miles distant The next day 

"sve proceeded towards them ; but so dreadfully ex- 
hausted were the animais that tlu y merely staggered 
along, and it was night agam before they could wet 

their parched lips. To be broken down in the desert 
is like being dismantled at sea, except that, in many 
respects, the former is the more dreadful of tiie two ; 
but a happy escape in either case seems to be almost 
a special providence. 

Besides the want of water, which gaire me so mueh 
uneasiness, my bear Ben Franklin's feet became very 
sore, by passing over so many sharp stones and so 
much hot sand. I feaxed that he would be pennar 
nently injured, and for some time could think of no 
remedy* At first, I put him in the wagon, but he 
had become so delisted with the pri?ilege of follow- 
ing in fireedom tbal he would not i^main there ; and, 
rather than have him fret and worry himself sick, I 
determined to allow him his liberty. Before doing 
so, however, I placed moccasins upon his foet, ^ con- 
sisting of soles of elk'hide and uppers of buckskin, 
sewed together with thongs. These were bound ' 
tightly to the feet, and were intended to remain until ^ 
entirely worn out. As was to be anticipated, the 
bear at first endeavored to tear them off; but they 
were so tightly bound that he found himself unaUe 
to either bite or tear them, and at last made no fur- 
ther attempts. They remained on for a couple of 
weeks, and served the intended purpose admiiaUy ; 
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fi«r m fliat time the feei were perfeo% healed. The 

plan thus adopted I made use of on several occasions 
i^bmrards, nol onfy witix Ben, but alao with LbAj 
Washiiigtoii. 

After several days of recniiting we again advanced, 
expecting that the next water we would strike would 
be Utah Lake ; for, since leaving the Humboldt Moun- 
tains, we had travelled about two hundred miles or 
more./ During this day, we met six horsemen driving 
a fow^paeked mules, Hie first white men we had 
seen siuce leaving California. They had wintered at 
Salt Lake, they said, and were on their way to the 
Pbeifio, After a few moments' ooaversalicm, neither 
of us having time to delay in the desert, we proceeded 
on, and at night camped as usual. The next evening 
we came in sight of Utah Lake, a large body of water 
^vith tulds growing ^)rofuselj around its edges, and 
multitudes of birds, such as geese, ducks, tul^ens, 
and others, floeking about it. The following day 
we struck to the southeastwaid, and in the afternoon 
came to a stream, where we gothmred in attempting 
to eras. The mud wae very blaek and foul, and so 
thick that we were compelled to uncouple our wagon 
^d pull it out by piecemeal. But however disagree- 
aUe in one respect, llie mud was not without its beiH 
efit ; for it showed us elk-tracks, and gave us to 
understand that we were again in the country of 
game. 

The next day, passing towards the east around 
the head of Utah Lake, we crossed a number of 
dou^, and, towards evening, arrived on tiie bank of 
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a deep and niiiddj ttream, uliidi had a few ootina- 

\N'ood trees growing on its borders. It ^vas necessary 
to build a rait to ford it, and this detained us &r 
an entire day. During liie next eeTeral days we 
travelled on, crossing various streams, some of good 
aiae, others small, the country every day becoming 
more hilly and better stocked with game, until at last 
Ave camped in a valley, which I think was as beautiful 
a one as I ever saw. The undulating hilla were 
covered with scattered trees of large rise, such as 
oak, pine, cedar and fir, and the bottoms thickly 
swarded with grass; and on every side there were 












bears. 

We determined, on ilie morning after camping in 
the TaUey, to replenish ovor diminished skares before 
proceeding farther ; and therefore, taking the horse 
and mules, we proceeded eastward in search of buf- 
fiyoes. After going five or six sules, we came upon 
a small herd, and by surrounding and roshing upon 
them, managed to kill two* We might, perhaps, have 
slain more, but our animals were so jaded and wom 
out with their ezertbns on the desert tibat Ilie buf- 
faloes easily outran them. While cutting up the 
game, a small party of stranger Indians approached 
UB. They seemed to be hunters, and were well 
armed ; but I gathered from their broken English 
words that they had been unsuccessful, and wanted 
something to eat. I of course gave them what they 
wanted, and they soon after went off, saykig that the 
Blackfoots were brothers of the white men, and ap* 
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parenibf yery wdl pleased ^ih the acqu^iaaoe. 

Upon returning to camp that evening, we had a grand 
bu&lo loasty and enjoyed ourselves with our first 
good meal since leaving the Humboldt Moantains. 

The next day we killed several deer, an elk and six 
antelopes; the next, tour deer and seven or eight 
foxes ; and the next, had another bniSUo hmit. On 
this occasion wc discovered a large herd in a steep, 
xoeky ravine. As we approached, they raised their 
heads, snnflM and blew the air, and then, turning 
their tails, ran up the ravine. We followed, and, 
upon firing, wounded two, one of which Gray pursued, 
and Tuolumne the other, while I Mowed die main 
herd. The course they had taken rose very rapidly, 
and this worried them so much that I soon overtook 
and womiided a third, whieh Gray and Tuolumne, who 
had despatched theirs, assisted mc m killing, — by 
which time the main herd had reached another valley 
and disappeared. Having as many as we wanted, 
we pursued no further, but set ourselves to w(wrk 
dressing the game thus procured and packing it to 
eamp. On the road back, we killed an elk and a 

number of f oxes, the skins of which, as well as those 
of the bu&does, we were careful to preserve. 

After spending a day in preparing our provisions, 
we proceeded again in a northerly direction, through 
a rough country. In the course of a few hours, we 
fell in with several white hnnters, who told us that 
we would have to travel about seventy miles before 
we coidd meet the emigration trail running thi'ough 
Salt Lake City. We travelled along in a momoitainr 



ous country that day, and the next morning started 
forward before eunrise, being aiizknui to reach thA 
trail. Gray rode ahead to look oat the roate, but ha 

Boon Ciimc hastily back to say that, if I wanted to 
fight a Aockj Moimtam grizzly bear, he could take 
me to one in a few ndnutes ; but he added that it 
"would be foolish to go after him, as our team was 
ahready loaded down. It would be foolish^ I replied, 
to allow the firat Bodty Moimtam grisdy we had met 
to escape , and I at once determined to give him 
battle. 

Direetiiig Iiidiume to foDow, I started off in ibm 

direction })uiiitcd out, and, upon reaching a bushy 
ravine, saw the bear busy eating berries in the bushes. 
We looked with emioDfl eyes on the beast, of wboaa 

kind \YC had heard so much and knew so little. He 
appeared small in comparison with the grizzly bear of 
Califoroia, but so many stories had been told of his 

ferocity that it was not without misgivings that we 
eommenced the attack. As there were trees in the 
neighborhood, I felt pret^ safe in any event, and ac- 
cordingly, croefilni!; up, gave a sharp whistle, such aa 
invariably starts the Caliibmian bear ; but it appeared 
to haye no more effi^ot apon tiie Rocky Momitain gria- 
dy than the singing of the birds. I then uttered a 
yell, to see if that would rouse him ; and he looked up 
and snu&d, but did not seem to be very much dis- 
turbed. I at once saw that I had a different animal 
to deal with from the Califomian grizzly, and for a 
while his imperturbability appeared terrible, — like 
the consciousness and carelessness of immense power. 
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The reputation of the beast made me feel nervous, 

and it was some time before I could steady my aim ; 
indeed before firing I was extraordinarily careful to 
see that m j pistol and knife were ready for a close 

encounter, and that a tree was near by for refuge. 
Having thus provided for the worst, I drew up my 
rifle, and bored the bear through the heart« He 
bounded up a fe^y times, and fell. I hastily reloaded, 
and, though I knew irom the struggles and character 
of the groans of the beast that he was dying, planted 
a second bullet under the butt of the ear, and stilled 
him forever. Thus was I victorious over the £rst 
Bocky Mountain grissdy I ever saw. 

Proceeding, according to my practice, to cut Ae 
bear's throat, I noticed that he had light-colored eyes, 
and ooarse, long, shaggy hair, almost white. He 
would weigh about five hundred pounds, and was as 
large as any bear I saw in the iiocky Mountains ; 
ibr it is seldom that they ever exceed this size* Tak- 
ing the hide and a portion of his meat, Tuolumne and 
I proceeded on and soon overtook the team, managing, 
on the road, to kill a beautiful 8ilvep>gray fox, the skin 
of which we also preserved. We travelled tibence taU 
late at night over a rugged but well-timbered country, 
and camped on a small stream. Throughout the day 
the fflgns of game were plenty on every side, but we 
did not delay ; and for several days longer we con- 
tinued our route, until finally, in the neighborhood 
of where tiie emigration trail crosses Muddy Fork, we 
made a general camp. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THS BOCKT MOinrrAINS. 

Viiidbw iHlh llw Mgnurti. TU* to AOI Olr- Tbe iMivfh of 

at Salt Lake City. Mormon Sajlngi aod ^Mnrmcn Doings. Character of 
the Mortntms' social Organization. A Buflalo Hunt. Lady Washing- 
ton's Tractabiljty. Change of Po.sition of Camp. Adventure with a Bear. 
Tuolumne up a Tree. The Effect of Fbtol-ehote. Slaying of the Beaje. 
Ao0thwOitalj. Hie fright. OoapulMitt vttfa fto OUUbvMlft Oita^j. An- 
other BnJhlo Hnat. A loet Cob. Ow alglitty Gnoid. A Vidtor ot Ntght. 
Beturn of the Visitor the eecond Night. Respite to the Bufialoes. A Bear 
and her Cubs in tho Water. A Combat with the Bear. Mat«rnal Tender- 
IMM. Paeeage of Words with Gr*y. Tmni unity of the Hero. Catching of 
ttie Oabt. The Teeth and Tu.sks of the Grizzly. Uneasiness of the Cubs. 
Vnnnjr Joe. Moving of the Camp. AdTeuture with a Bear. Insanity of 
wild Anfanals. Bleeaeee In Qeneial. 

It had been my intaiibn, in tntyelling to the 

llockj Mountains, not only to hunt and collect ani- 
mals, but also to tirade with that great stream of 
migrating hmnanity, whieh, in aearoh of the gold- 
bearing hills or the stock-raising valleys of Califor- 
nia, poured over the Bocky Mountains by thousands 
during the whole Bummer. Befinre commencing a.t 
this business, however, I determined to visit k^alt 
Lake City, which was only fifty or sixty miles dis- 
tant, and see that noted head-quarters of polygamy 
and the Mormons. It was now the first day of July ; 
and, as it is the custom of all true Americans, in 
whatever place they may be, to mi^e the Fourth 
July a holiday, I planned the trip in such a manner 
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as to give us the Fourth in the city. We accord- 
m^y packed ap our mules and hone mfh meat and 
hides, and taldng abo two yoimg pantherB, two 
young wolves, and two fawns, set out towards the 
Monoon head-quaiier8« On the road we overtook 
many wagons and families, and disposed of our 
meats to them, long before our arrival in the city. 
The greater portion brought a iair price, but much 
we gave away to wayworn and weary sufferers, of 
wliom there were very many iii whose behalf our 
sympathies were called into exercise. 

After travelling two days and a half, we reached 
the city on the afternoon of July 3rd, and soon sold 
our hides and young animals, at excellent prices. 
We then took a view of the city, and spent the rest 
of the day in passing around and looking at the wide, 
square lots into which it is divided. On the Fourth, 
there was a celebration and a speech in the temple, 
but I paid Utile attention to the Mormon talk. I 
thought then, as I think now, that it does no good to 
listen to what tiie Mormons have to say, but it may 
do much to look at what tiiey have done, and what 
they are doing. 

It has beeh usual to call these singulflr people fa- 
natics, and I can see no harm in giving them their 
proper names; but when it is considered that all 
the world is more or less fanatical, and that it is 
the privilege of only a few to deserve the name of 
true liberality, I can hardly look upon the Mormons 
with what is generally considered orthodox contempt. 
There must be something good, among the much evil, 
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to keep them together, and their wonderfiil labors in 
Hieir Bocky Moimtaiii dty attest the fact that there 

is at least earnestness ami vigor in their counsels. 
They are equal to the Jews of old in their hatred of 
the Gentiles.; but it seems to me that their entire 
organization and polity is much more of a political 
than of a religious oharacter. 

Upon our return, we spent a day in putting thingpi 
about crnnp to rights, and the next day set out upon 
a bu^o hunt, and managed to drive a large herd up 
a rocky ravine in the side of a mountain. Gray 
wounded one, which turned to fight ; but Toulumne 
laid him low with another ball. At the same time I 
wounded a second, which we also killed. Pursuing 
up the ravine, wo killed a third, when the drore 
passed over into another ravine and escaped. After 
dresong our meat, we watched it through the night, 
and the next mormng Gray and one of the Indians 
took a portion of it on the mules and horse to the 
endgration trail, to trade it off, while Tuolumne and I 
used Lady Washington to pack die remainder to 
camp. The Lady was almost as tractable with Tuo- 
lumne as with myself, and would obey him with nearly 
as much submission. She was thus, under aU circum* 
stances, a very valuable assistant ; and it may truly 
be said, that on many occasions she was of as much 
use to us aa a mule or a horse would have been. 

For a week or two we continued in this neighbor- 
hood hunting buffaloes and other game, and trading ; 
but Uie market by degrees became dull, and we 
moved up past Fort Bridger to a spot on Ham's Fork, 
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between the trails to Salt Lake Citjr and the bend 
of Bear River. Here we made a general eamp agam, 

and commenced a system of hunting and trading, 
which we carried on with more or less success tor a 
week and more, during which time we also had sev-* 
eral notable adventures with grizzly bears. 

On the day after arriving there, as Tuolumne and I 
were hunting, we diseovered a grizdj in a layine. 
He had been waUowing in a pool, and was covered 
with mud, which dripped from his long and shaggy 
hair. As he came leisurely towards us, he would 
now and then lie down upon flie graas and endeavor 
to rub the mud from his coat ; as he drew near, snuff- 
ing the air as if he suspected an ambush, X fired and 
atrock him in the nostrils. Tuolumne immediately 
stepped from liis cojicealment to shoot; but the bear 
seeing his movement made a rush towards him, and 
with such ferodty that the boy dropped his rifle and 
sprang up a pine-tree, which happened to stand con 
venient. 

The bear stopped when he came to the rifle, which 
he poked and smelled and snuffed for a considerable 

time, notwithstanding Tuolumne used his })istol, and 
fired six shots into him. The balls, however, ap- 
peared not to penetrate through the fat, and the brute 
paid httle attention to them, merely grunting. After 
turning the rifle over several times, the beast placed 
one paw upon the stock and the other under the bar^ 
rel, as if about to break it, and, in doing so, rose on his 
haunches. This a&brded me a fair aim at his breast ; 
aad being by this time rdoaded, I [danted a ball m 
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lus heart, where the first ought to hare struck. And 
jei e?eu this did not kill lum, so tenacious of life was 
he ; on the oontimry, he ran at least three hundred 
yards to the pool in which he had been wailowing. I 
pursued^ buty finding him in his death-struggles, did 
not fire again* Upon ezamfaiation we found ttiat my 
rifle-baU had passed flirou^ Ae apex of tibe hearty 
but the pistol-baUs wetre only imbedded in the &i of 
the sides. 

Afker cattmg up the bear and washing the hide, we 

made a duiuer of bear-meat, and then threw ourselves 
in the shade of a tree to pass the heat of the day. 
In the evening, soon after we started up on our return 
to camp, we discovered another grizzly bear upon a 
kndi. He saw us as soon as we saw him, and I sup- 
posed he would attaek us ; but, instead of doing so, 
he merely rose on his hind legs and curiously looked 
at us. I directed Tuolumne to fire, which he ao- 
oordingly did, but at the diseharge the beast gave a 
tremendou3 growl, and bounded off over the hill out 
of sight. Had he been a Californian grizzly, he would 
doubtless hare attacked us, at least after the fire ; but 
the Rocky Mountain beast is not always so ready to 
fight. He is more dangerous than the Calitbmian 
griaoly in his dispooition to fdknr up a trail, but in 
a fight, though terrible enough, is not to be feared 
Hke his cousin of the Sierra. 

The next day, Ghray having succeeded well in dis* 
posing of meat to the emigrants, we made another 
buffalo hunt. After going a few miles we came upon 
a herd of about one hundred, which we surrounded. 
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At a concerted sigxuhL the whole party advanced, and 
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thej knew not which way to turn ; so that we were 
able to rush into their midst and fire at close quarters. 
The leg of one ym broken, but the others fled. 
Leaving tiie Indians to finish ihe wounded one^ we 
pursued the diove, and managed to overtake and kill 
another. Upon our return to camp, we nnezpectedly 
met a Uttle brown bear cub, about four months old, 
which seemed to be lost. I endeavored to catch it, 
but not being able, iired ; and that evening we had 
supper of its flesh* 

During all the time that we were in this country, 
we continued night after night to keep a guard over 
our eunp ; for though there was not much to lose in 
the way of propeHy, it was still all that we possessed. 
The guard usually consisted of two persons, relieved 
at midui^t by two others* The last guard, on One 
particular night, were Tuolumne and one of the 
Indians, who reported to me in the morning that a 
strange bear had entered camp, made the acquaint- 
ance of Jjady Washington, and, after a tSt0^'4ile of 
an hour or so, had retired again, in a very peaceable 
and orderly manner, to the mountain ^m which he 
came* They had not called me because of my 
&iigue during the day, they said, and because the 
visitor had been so civil that they did not iMnk it 
necessary to disturb me* I however ^Brected that 
if such a ease should occur again they should not 
fail to let me know. 

The next mgjit the visitor retuiued, and, being voc 
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fionaed of it, I got iip« It was about midnight, but 
tte moon was shiniiig, so fliat we ooidd easSy see him 

approaching the Ladj, wko was chained to a tree as 
usual at ni^t. I took my rifle with the intention o£ 
Idlling the beast, but, on seoond tiiought, concluded 
that it would be more to our advantage to give him 
the freedom of the camp, and, accordingly, did not 
disturb him* He remained until dawn, and tiien 
retired. On the occasion of his return the next 
mght, — for, like a loyal loyer, he was veiy atteiH 
tive, — Gray advised that he shoold be killed ; but I 
opposed the proposition, and, for what I know, he still 
roams in his native haunts. 

By this time we had amassed quite a sum of cash 
by selling buffalo-meat to the emigrants, and had 
purchased for ourselves a second horse among other 
tiungs ; but these adventures filled my head witih ideas 
of bear hunting, and I determmed to give the buffaloes 
respite, and turn my attention to the grizzlies exclu- 
sively. We acoordingly moved on to a deep ravine, 
covered with chapan-cil and trees. Soon after reach- 
ing it, we found a iiesh bear-track, and, hitching 
our horses, followed it up by crawling among ttie 
bushes, and presently came upon an old bear play- 
ing with two cubs in a pool. Siie would poke one in 
the water witii her paw, and then the other, and, 
as they jumped back towards her, she would poke 
them off again, — presenting thus an interesting and 
beautiful sight; for what can be more interesting cwr 
beautiful, among animab as well as among human 
bein^, than to see a mother playing with her off* 
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sprii^t I looked ft conaideiftble time upon ihe 

scene, and did not fire till she appeared about ready 
to withdraw, when, as it happened, I merely broke 
her shoiddw. She rushed at me at onoe, but I seized 
my rifle by the barrel and struck her over the head, 
and then jumped to tiie bed of the creek and drew 
my knife, mtii which I dealt her a stab in the flank* 

As I struck, she reared upon rue and bore me to the 
ground ; and, while she placed her paw upon my head, 
bit me severely in the shoulder, the marks of which 
I still bear. I lay perfectly still, Loan ever, and in a 
few minutes the cubs began bawling, when the old 
bear, seeing no resistance in me, turned to them* 

Seizing this opportunity, I sprang to mj feet a*^ain 
and drew my pistol ; but, observing at a glance that 
the stab in the flank was &tal, I did not fire. The 
poor brute was evidently dying, though she tried to 
pacify her cubs. Although I stood but a few yards 
distant, she had not the strength to come at me ; for 
she had bled, and was still bleeding profusely. As 
I watched her licking her young and ^ving them her 
last attentions, as if conscious of the approach of 
death, I thought there was something of ihe human 
in the bear, and was sorry I had shot so affectionate 
a mother. 

As she expired, I looked around for my compan- 
ions, but they were nowhere to be seen. I looked up 
to heaven and exclaimed to myself, The cowards 
leave <ie ; " then I caUed as loud as I could, <^ Gray, 
Gray ! " He answered, " Halloo ! " " Where are 
you ? " cried L He repUed at a distance of about 
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a hundred yards, " I am liore." I asked if he ex« 
pected to help me there ? and called that he should 
oome and catch these cubs, for I had despatcdied 
the bear; but he asked, "Is she dead?" TWb 
made me angry, and I replied, " She is dead, but 
it was no coward who killed her/' Gray grumbled 
something in return, and came poking and crac^g 
through the brush, and exclaimed, x^dams, I thought 
you were gone this time." It is only cowards," 
said I, " who are gone in hour of danger. Yon 
have acted in tins affair like a miserable coyote." 
This language, at another time^ would have been 
certainly resented; but when a man accomplices 
mj difficult deed, and particularly under such cir< 
cumstances as these, he enjoys a certain degree of 
immunity, and can growl as he pleases. 

I now directed Gray and Stanislaus to catch tiie 
cubs ; but, seeing that they were not qu'iL-k enough, 
I cried out impatiently, "You are more clumsy than 
cowardly ; see the Old Hunter catch them." I then 
took off my cap, and, leajnng with it upon the head 
of one of the cubs, seized liim with a powerful grip, 
and, holding him up, cried, " See there ! " Stauis- 
laus answered he could catch the oilier, and, in a few 
moments, did so ; and thus we had two additions to 
our stock of IxYQ bears, besides the body of the dam, 
which we cut up as usual. The cubs were not more 
than a month or two old, and had no teeth worth 
mentiuning ; and, in this connection, it may be stated 
that the grizzly bear generally cuts its teeth at about 
two months. It does not hare fell teeiii till its matu- 
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ipiiy, at ftbont two years of age, tiiough it haa a dan- 
gerous mouth at s>'ix montlis. livery year a ring is 
added to its tusks, — the first ring being for the sec- 
ond year ; and as the aoinial sometiines reaches tilie 
age of fifteen or cnzteen years, a corresponding num- 
ber of rings are found. 

We camped this night near the scene of tiie cap- 
tore, partly on account of the lateness of the how, 
and partly on account of niy Avound, — which, however, 
gave my companions more alarm than it did me, or 
than it merited* During tiie night onr cubs yelped 
dreadfully ; and, as we had nothmg to feed them with, 
it ¥fas impossible to quiet them until we reached the 
geneilal camp the next day, when we gave them 
water, flour, and sugar, mixed together, and they 
thrived well. One of them, which I subsequently 
named Funny Joe, became a companion for me, next 
in my esteem to Ben Franklin and Lady Washington. 

In a few days after this adventure, finding the buf- 
faloes growing scarce in the region, we moved on over 
a mgged, mountainous country to Smith's Fork of 
Bear Bayer, where we hunted for soTOral days, and 
had good success. One evening, while here, we came 
across a grizzly feeding on the carcass of a buf^Jo. 
As he was very busily engaged at his meal, I had no 
difficulty in approaching, and fired at his heart. The 
ball appeared to strike correctly, but had a singular 
effect ; for the bear, instead of rushing at me or run- 
ning off, wheeled ai' xmd like a dog trying to catch 
his tail, — different from any bear I ever saw before or 
rince. He seemed, indeed, to be cra2y; probably 



Digitized by Google 



S92 



THB BOGET MOUMTAZNB. 



some nerve intimately connected with the brain had 
been injured. He continued thus to turn around 
until Qnj and Taolomne roabed np and planted tiieir 
balls in liia bodj, when he jnmped up and rnshed 
towards us ; ])ut, as he did so, I planted a fourth ball 
in his breast, and he fell dead. I had some curiosity 
in examining him afterwards, and found that my first 
ball had struck the spine ; and this, 1 presume, was 
the cause of his singular action. It is, doubtless, no 
impossible tiung for a bear to be affected with insan- 
ify, even without mechanical injury to the brain ; but 
this disease is one of the greatest of rarities, except 
among domesticated animals, — and even among them 
only in cases where the hiws of nature are outrar 
geously violated. Disease of any kind among wild 
animals is rare ; and I am well satisfied, reasoning by 
analogy, tiiat the bug list of ailments which plague 
the human family are nearly all of its own maldng ; 
in other words, they are adjuncts of the abuses oi 
dvilintion. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

TH£ SIEKEA N£YADA AGAIN. 

flsttUng of Accounts with Gray. Departure of Gray. My Batik of Deposit. 
TraTel towards California, Picking up abandoned Aitimals Camp at tlxe 
f oofc of the Sierra Nevada. Adventure with a Bear at Niglit. Jfa&sage of 
the iy«n». Progress «f CiUUbmian Sattkmciit Mid ImpMromoiti. Ifm 
Itt Ills If ounttliii. T«BtlBM<ifiii70ldCuBpliit>giiMiiid. RtiMlsi. Dt|iivi* 
VTOOf the Indians. Letter from my Brother. Bears for South An. erica. 
Adrenture with n Blark<^mith at Stockton. I make :l Figure iii Stockton. 
Unceremonious Treatment cf a Gentleman. Shalupeare. A g^ueral Iiwft. 
A Colifomian Crowd. Ita Ciiaracberistics. 

About the first of August, Gray came in one even- 
ing and stated ih&t he wished to close our engage- 
ment. He said ihat he had met friends, who were 
on their way to the Atlantic States, and that he de- 
sired to accompany them. I did ail in my power to 
dissuade him, but found it of no avail ; and we moved 
up to the tradmg-post, where his friends were re- 
cruiting, and proceeded to settle our accounts. We 
sold out eveiything we could, and divided the pro- 
ceeds and the remainder of the property in accord- 
ance with the provisions of our agreement, — he re- 
ceiving one third and I two thirds. When all was 
done, I had left, as my portion of the wild stock, 
rides the Lady and Ben, two bears, two panthers — ■ 
which soon afterwards died, — two deer, two wolves, 
various foxes and ddns^ and about one thousand dot 
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lars in coin. After the division. Gray wiUidrew and 

took up his camp with his friends ; and this was the 
last 1 ever saw of him. lie was a good hunter, but 
like most of them, not over fond of grizzly beare. 

The day after Gray left us, I concluded to make a 
safe deposit of my money, and sent Tuolumne, Stanis- 
laus, and the Indians on a hunt, for I did not wish 
to let them know anythmg about it. When they were 
well out of sight, I pried up the bed of my wagon, 
and, going to work with auger and chisel, cut a hole 
seyeral inches in extent in the heavy white-oak axle- 
tree. In this I depoedted my purse, contahnng the 
money, and after plugging it up covered it over with 
tin, and then replaced the bed. While working, I was 
asked several times, by persons who happened to pass, 
what I was cutting]: the hole for ; and tliev remarked 
that it would certainly weaken and injure the aide- 
tree. I replied that I wanted to have a mortise in 
which to hoist a pole, and stretch a canvas ; but in 
every case the questioners seemed to cast a look of 
compassion on me, possibly thinking I was not very 
sound in the head, and passed on. 

The next day we set out on our return to California, 
intendmg to take the emigration road, and hunt only 
sufficiently to provide for our own wants. According- 
ly we jM^oceeded by the way of Port Hall and Lewis's 
Fork, along the regular road, until we again ap- 
proached the boundaries of California* In the course 
of the travel, we poked up ttree horses, six cows, 
and tw^o oxen, which had been abandoned bv tho 
emigrants ; and travelling along slowly, as was neces* 
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sarj witii these worn-out aoimalB^ we reached the foot 
of the Sbrra Nevada, (near where I had crossed in 
the spring,) towards the end of September. There 
was already considerable siiow on the peaks, and be- 
fore attempting to cross I directed a camp to be 
made, and determined to spend sereral days to re- 
cruit. 

Since leaving the Bocky Mountains we had not 
seen a single bear except our pets, but as soon as we 

camped under the Sierra, the beast was not long in 
paying his attentions to us. The very hrst night of 
onr encamiRnent I was waked up with information of 
beasts among the cattle, and going out to ascertain 
the difficulty, discovered the long, whitish hairs of a 
huge girizaly waving in the breeze. He had killed 
one of my cows, and was lappmg the blood as it ran 
from her neck, into which he had eaten. There was 
only starhght, but I knew my game intimately, and 
did not for a moment think of letting him off without 
full pajmeiit for the caio and trouble I had had in 
nursing the cow. Accordmgly, posting Tuolumne and 
Stanislaus in positions behind trees, as a reserve in 
case of necessity, I crept up to a small clump of 
bushes near the bear, and, preparing my arms, raised 
my riEe. The bear was busy tearing the flesh of the 
dead cow, and did not perceive me ; but as I whistled 
he jumped upon his hind legs and fronted towards 
me, and I planted the ball in tlie right place. He 
fell over, and, at the same moment, drawing my knife, 
I leaped upon ium and plunged it to his heart ; for I 
knew that should he have time to get up, my life 
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might pa J the forfeit oi mj slownesB. Happily tite 
ball and knife together gaye him hiB quieiuSy and, 
with the exception of being knocked over by his 
death-«truggl6y I escaped unharmed. Ab I fell, the 
boys roshed up to asrist, but the bear ezpred in a 
few moments ; and we out him up, and fried out of 
him about fifteen gallons of oil at our leisure. 

On the fifth day aiter reaching this place we again 
yoked np, and commenced tiie paaeage of the momi* 
tains, which we accomplished in a few days. The 
soft snow which we encountered gave us much diffi- 
culty, and kept m diligently at work bmahing it from 
the wheels of onr wagon, but by penostentiy pushmg 
along we succeeded in reaching the summit, and then 
ran down as fast as possible on the California side, 
through fioniliar scenes. All this tiien wild region 
has since bccu taken up by private o™ers, and an 
kamense reservoir of water, for mining purposes, has 
been made of the flat which I used to cross daily with 
my team. And thus, I have no doubt, it would be 
found that in many of the spota where I fought bears, 
and saw nothing but a wilderness, there is now im- 
provement and civilization. The raried drama of 
social life, not the adventures of a lonely hunter, is 
now being enacted there. 

In the course of a few days I reached my old 
camping-ground on the head waters of the Merced 
Biver ; but, alas for the stabiUty of earthly things ! 
there had been a fire m the re^on, and my old habt* 
tation and all my traps had been burned to ashes; 
witib the exception of tlie tools, which had been con- 
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oeiled in the old ca¥6| not a vestige of my camping 
fikctoFeB and apparatus remained. However, we had 
stout hearts and willing hands, and going to "vvork, 
put up, in the course of a week, a new cabin and sta- 
Ue, both enug and tight, and laid in a stock of hay 
for winter consumption, and also built three traps. 
In a few days after all this work was done, the In- 
diaiiB who had been with me during the summer took 
their departure; and, as &ey went, I gave them 
enough of an outfit and money to make them nabobs 
among their people ; but Tuolumne and Stanislaus 
remained and assisted in the duties of camp. 

In a few weeks after my return, I received letters 
from my brother William, who was then at San Iftan- 
cisoo, informing me of a eontraot he had made to send 
two large and one small grizzly bear to Lima, in South 
America, and requesting to know whether they could 
be provided at short notice. I readied, bj letter, that 
I had a large and a small bear, — referring to two at 
Howard's, — and thought that in a few weeks I could 
provide another ; — and, as fortune willed it, in a few 
mghts afterwards we caught a large bear in one of the 
traps. I now immediately wrote my brother that I 
would deliver the three bears at Stockton at a certam 
time, when he should be present, or have an agent 
present, to receive them. I then set to work to build 
a cage for the last bear, and in the meanwhile de- 
spatched Tuolumne to Howard's for a team, which he 
brought up : and in a few days after^vards, everything 
being prepai-ed, I set out with the bear in its cage 
upon the wagon for Howard's. There, I engaged a 

18 « 
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teamater to haul the bears wliich were at Howard's, 
and we two set out m company for iStockioiL 

Notlmig worthy of apeoial note occaned until we 
approached the city of Stockton, when a blacksmith 
of the place accosted us, and wanted to know what 
we had in our wagons. I answered that we had ga^ 
sly bears. He replied that we had no business taking 
bears into the city, and went on to saj that a man 
named I>unbar had been killed by one a few days be- 
fore; ^*and," continaed he, ^'we are not going to 
have any more fights in this city." Now, as this 
blacksmith was a citizen, and talked like a citizen, he 
pat me in mind of a certain pnblio<spiiited smith, 
named Demetrius, who once stirred up a sedition in 
the city of Ephesus, as is related in the Acts of the 
ApoeUes. I caUed tiie modem smith's attention to 
the ancient smiQi's story, cautioned him against Qie 
dangers of uproar, and drove on. 

I suppose I must have presented quite a figure 
with my buckskin costume and unshaven &ce at 
Stockton, for I found myself followed by a large 
crowd ; and when the cages were placed upon the 
wharf for shipment by steamer to San Francisco, 
there was a great multitude of people collected. 
Some of them, more curious than wise, poked sticks 
at, and otherwise annoyed, the bears, until one indi-, 
vidual happening to get too close to one of the cages, 
suddenly lost a pawful of meat, the want of which 
probably interferes with his comfort, while sitting, to 
this day. The consequence at the time, aa was to 
have been anticipated, was an excitement; and the 
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gentleman, so unceremoniously treated, drew his pistol 
and swore revenge. I^ow, I hme always been an 
admii^r of that passage in Hamlet, which runs, 
^^Nay, thou'lt mouth, I'll rant as well as tiiou," 
and snatching out my own pistol, I informed the 
gentleman that the bear had committed nothing more 
than a justifiable assault and battery, and I would, 
therefore, stand by it to the hist wag of my eyehds. 
The gentleman swore not a little at this, and I ranted 
in return, while the crowd shouted, Hurrah for the 
wild Yankee.** This interference of the crowd cooled 
the gentleman's ardor, and he soon afterwards with- 
drew ; but the crowd remained, and, as soon as ^e 
animals were shipped, I could do no more than ask 
them to drink at my expense ; and they were not 
backward, as my purse soon experienced. 

A Galiibmian crowd is very different from a crowd 
in any other part of the world of which I have had 
any experience. It is usually composed of men who 
have seen much of life, and learned much of human 
nature. Though giyen to excitement, and disposed 
often to disregard the formulas of society, they 
almost invariably arrive at the moral right of a sub- 
ject, and do justice with more unerring certainfy 
thaii tlie most nicely-adjusted legal tribunals, ^vliich 
are too much bound up and hampered by antiquated 
dicta and decisions. A spectator is surprised at the 
order and temperance of counsel, which actuates tfie 
motions of a Californian meeting. Although a thou- 
sand technically unlawful assemblies have taken place 
41 die State, tibere has seldom or never been such a 
thing as a tumult. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

SAMSON. 

The Tracks of a Im^e Grizzly. On the Watch. Appearance of ihe Bear 
Bailding of a Trap. The Suowy Season. The Tracks at the Trap. Watch- 
ing fht ftmp. Hw RoKing of fhtt Bow. Tha Qrintly In fbe Tnp. TIm 
Tlolaiieeof tlM B«u. Suttingftllott. Siibmmi^ 8iie and Dbporflloii. Bo- 
moral of Camp. Trapping at the Bfoath of the Merced River. WlUow 
Timber. Final Tteparture of Tuolumne and Stanislaus. Their Character. 
Engagt!ment of Combe. Condition of Samson. Caging of Sam^nn. Tyoad- 
ing the Cage. Howard's Journey to Corral Hollow. Corral Hollow. Con> 
tnek irilli Wright. Ow Hvatlaf. Iho Eom Uvw ibiigxatlon. Oombo. 
Wilglit's leorof QclMi(j Beois. 

I HAYB come now, in the course of my story, to the 

capture of Samson, the largest specimen of the griz- 
sly species, perhaps, that ever was captured. I dkh 
coyered his huge tracks in a ravme which was Ml of 
rocks, trees, and buahes, a few days after uij return 
£x)m Stockton to my mountain camp. Ko sooner had 
I seen the prints of this magnificent animal's paws than 
I determined to capture him at aU hazards ; and the 
next morning, before day, I placed myself upon the 
watch, for the purpose of finding out the locality of 
his den, and choosing the proper spot for a trap. 

Afler ljin2!: behind a rock for about an hour and a 
half, happening to cast my eyes down the trail, I be- 
held tiie monster adyancing, with his head raised and 
snuffing the air. I had never seen so large a bear 
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Wore ; he looked like a moying monntaiii, and my 

heart fluttered for fear of being discovered ; but ho 
passed on up the raviue, and disappeared in the char 
parral. I had seen enough for mj purpose, but, as 
a matter of precaution, remained still for some time 
alter he had disappeared ; and then, getting up, I 
chose a spot, which he would certainly pass in his 
nightly excursions, and to which there was a fair 
road for a wagon* Ihe next day I took the boys 
and the oxen, and we went to work felling and haut 
ing logs, and in tiie coarse of a week finished ilie 
largest, strongest, and best trap we had ever built. 

It was now about the middle of November, and the 
rainy season, or what in the monntains is more appro* 
priately called the snowy season, had set in. The 
game had commenced moving down the Sierra, and 
we killed Tarious bears, deer, and other game ; but 
for a week or more we neither heard nor saw any- 
thing of the big bear, and feared that he had left the 
region. One morning, however, when we had nearly 
despaired of ever seeing hiiii a^ain, it was evident that 
he had not only visited but actually been in the trap. 
His tracks were plainly to be seen, but for some unac- 
countable reason or other the trap had not sprung. 
The fact of Ina presence renewed my almost extin- 
guished hopes, and I immediately adjusted the trap 
with the greatest nicety ; and to make still more 
sure, I determined to pass the next night within hear- 
ing distance ; so that, in case of catching, I mi^t be 
certain of securing him. At (he same time, as it was 
uecesbary to be particular not to disturb the trail, — 
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•8 irbmk diatorbed bean will often leave a region, — I 
erected a amall tent aboat half a mile down liie ra* 

vine, and about five litmdred feet lower in level than 
the trap, where Tuolumne and I slept for two nights 
wiiboat eillier proviaions or fire ; and, as will be read- 
ay imagmed, we had rather a comfortless time of it, 
and particularly so as we waited in vain to hear of 
citr expects raitor. 

In the middle of the third night, howoTer, I was 
waked out of sleep by a terrific roaring. It was 
the awfullest roaring and echoing in the mountains I 
eyer heard, with tike single exception of an appalling 
thunderstorm in the Humboldt r^tountaiiis, which oc- 
curred the summer before. I jumped up at once and 
ran out of the tent to listen what ooold be the cause 
of Ihe nmse, and soon concluded liiat' it could be noth- 
ing else but the bear in my trap. The night was 
cold, with a light snow on die ground, but I called 
Tuolumne, and we at once H^ted our torches and 
proceeded to the trap. As we approached, the bear 
made a tremendous lunge towards us, and I thought 
for a moment that he would burst out ; but the trap 
was made of the strongest timbers, and withstood his 
assaults. We directly built a rousing fire, and then 
went to work securing the trap with additional timr 
bers ; for, by peeping in at the cracks, we soon Batis* 
fied ourselves that our prize was one of the largest 
in the land. 

I was compelled to watch tins trap night and day 

for more than a ^veek, during which time Tuolumne 
brought provisions and water, and some nights would 
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remain mffa me. Daring ttiig time, &e bear con- 
tinued yiolent ; lie would bite and tear the logs iriili 

his teeth and claws, and frequently made the struc- 
ture fairly tremble with his prodigious strength. We 
had sometimes to beat him with an iron rod, and at. 
otlicrs to throw in firebrands, which he fought with 
the same effect that the viper bit the ^e, — to prevent 
him tearing his prison to pieces. On the eighth or 
ninth day, however, his spirit weakened, and he ap- 
peared to grow reconciled to his fate. When this 
qpecies of subjugation takes place, there is no further 
trouble with a bear until he is removed to a new cage ; 
ancL then the same process, though usually not so 
BOTere, has to be gone tiurough with. 

Such was the manner in which I caught the huge 
Samson, whose weight is over fifteen iiundi-ed pounds, 
and whose massive proportions have for years been 
the admbation of aD who have seen him. ^He was 
then in his prime, and has grown none since ; the 
only effect of conhnement and good living has been 
to make him lasy and imperious, like a pampered 
monarch, and to change his sliaggj-, coarse hair from 
gray to brown. His strength was so immense that for 
a long time I was compelled to keep him in the trap 
in which he was caught, it being dangerous to remove 
him ; and when, in the course of a few weeks, my 
busmess called me away to another part of the coun- 
try, I engaged four wood-choppers, who were at work 
cutting timber for a mining flume in the neighborhood, 
to feed him ; and it was not until more than a month 
afterwards that I felt safe in caging and haulmg him 
away. 
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Meanwhile the season ad?aiiced towards the middle 
of the winter ; and, finding game becoming scaree in 

the higher reirions of the moiiiitiiiiis, we moved our 
camp to the mouth of the Merced Kivcr, taking with 
•w all our camp-fiztmefl, atook, and animals, with the 
exeepiion of Samson, who, as above stated, was too 
large and savage to be removed. We also built traps 
there, and managed, in tiie course of a few weeks, to 
capture se?eral grizzly bears, which we disposed of a^ 
good rates. One, a female weighing about six hun- 
dred pounds, gave us trouble of a peculiar kind ; her 
capture fbnmng a unique examine in the many curious 
adventures of mj carew. She had entered a trap 
at night, but, by the time we reached it, she had 
goawed off one of the timbers, and had her head 
througli Ac hole, and, indeed, was about escaping. 
Seeing the position of affairs, I leaped from mj horse 
and hastily cut a stout switch, with which I gave her 
a smart rappng over the nose and fiice beifore die 
would draw back. The timber thus gnawed was wil- 
low, which we had foolishly put into the trap; but 
now we replaced it with oak, though it took us a long 
time, with much prying, lifting, and tagging, to get 
the oak in the right place. While we worked, we 
also had to £ght the bear continually, as she seemed 
detemuned to come out ; but at last she was secured. 

Towards spring, I had occasion to _^(t tu Ilornitos, 
and desired Tuolumne to accompany me ; but he 
reined that there were bad people at Homitos, and 
he would rather not go. Whom he spoke of he did 
not specify, nor could I get from him his reasons; 
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bat finally he said tiiat he had not seen hie own peo* 

pie for a year, and wished to make them a \ibit, — t<3 
lYhichy of course, I readiij consented. I then gave 
hun and StanialAas a horse, complete suits of hack- 
skin clothes, and about one hundred dollars in gold 
coin, m\h which they set out, highly delighted, promis- 
ing to return m a month ; bat this was the last I oyer 
saw of these two excellent boys, for in a few weeln 
after tins time I removed from the region, and never 
returned, except for a few days at a time. In re- 
caning th^ many good qualities to mind, I cannot 
but remark that, in comparing ourselves ^vith the In- 
dians, we are all too apt to disregard the centories of 
slow advancement which haye remoyed us from the 
savage state. We are apt to look upon the roaming 
tribes as an inferior raiCe, but the inference is unau- 
thorised and onjust. 

Upon my return from Homitos, I met a young 
man named Combe, and, he being a robust fellow in 
want of employment, I hired him to take care of my 
camp, while I made arrangement to bring down my 
big bear Samson. I then proceeded to Sonora, where 
I purchased a large cage, and engaged a teamster and 
a yoke of oxen, with which, in addition to my own, * 
we drove up the mountains to where Samsun was 
ccmhned. It was now nearly two months since his 
capture, bat we found that, although he had fidlen 
away somewhat in flesh or fut, he was nearly as 
savage as at first; and it required several days of 
great tronble to get him into the cage. 

The manner in which we finally succeeded in 
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removing him from &e tnp to die cage, was nota- 
ble. 1 indint; it impossible to drive him from one to 
the other, as they were placed side by side with the 
doors open between Uiem, I detemuned to pnll him 
widi oxen ; and, taking a log chain, managed, after 
great difficulty, to get a loop of it around his neck. 
I then passed the chain through the door of the trap 
and tiirongh the cage, and hitched a yoke of oxen to 
the far end. Wliile the oxen pulled in front, I poked 
with an iron rod behind, and thus he advanced inch 
by inch, until he got to the doors leading from one to 
Ibe other, when he suddenly boimded into the cage, 
and commenced tearing around, as if he were going 
to demolish it. The teamster, during this time, was 
on the top of the cage, and I caUed to him to drop 
the door. He did so, and thus we had the bear 
caged ; but he continued to act so violently that X 
had to remain at the cage the whole ni^t, and use 
the iron rod and firebrands to quell his turbulent 
rage, pretty much in the same way as when he was 
first captured. 

The next morning we took off the wheels on one 
side of the wagon, and, proceeding much the same as 
persons who load saw-logs, we managed to boost the 
cage up, and, repkchug the wheels and yokmg up, 
started on our road. The load was so heavy and the 
way so bad, however, that our progress was very 
slow; and it took three days to reach Howard's, 
where I determined to leave Samson, as also most 
of my pets, during the coming summer. I had as 
yet chalked out no campaign for the season, but^ 
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having heard that there were many California lions in 
Corral Hollow, near livermore's PaBS, in the Coast 
Bange, I determined to go there, and, accordingly, 
soon broke up camp on tlic Merced, and sending all 
my animals, save Lady Washington, Ben i ranklin 
and Bambler, to Howard^B, we drove over to that 
place, reaching it in two or three days' travel. 

Corral Hollow is a narrow valley, nine or ten miles 
long, with steep mountains on both sides* A stream 
of water runs through it daring the winter and 
spring, discharging into the San Joaquin plains ; but 
in the summer this is mostly dry. A wagon road 
firom San Francisco to the San Joaquin passed 
through the valley; and, at the time of which I 
speak, there was a small public-house there, kept by 
two men, named Wright and Carroll. With the for- 
mer of these men, I soon made a bargain to hunt in 
the neighborhood ; and we immediately set ourselves 
tct work and built three traps, choosing out the wild- 
est, roughest and rockiest canons of that very rough 
region for their positions. When the traps were 
completed, we hunted deer with success, and sold 
their meat with profit to persons who passed along 
the road. 

It so happened that this was the period of tlie Kern 
Hiver excitement, and hundreds of people were pouring 
into the San Joaquin Valley from all quarters, on their 
way to the famous Kern River mines. Those who 
came from San Francisco and the regions thereabouts, 
travelled generally by the way of Livermore's Pass 
and the Hollow^ and we thus had the opportunities of 
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afidr market, — an adyaniage wfaioh we were not 

slow to improve. Duiing the hunts here, Combe, 
who eymced little hunting spirit, remained in camp ; 
but, as I had engaged him principally to take care of 
and feed mj animab m mj absencei I did not find 
fault with his want of enterprise or lack of courage. 
My honts were made entirely alone, or with Wri^t, 
who waa a good enough hnnter of deer, but, like all 
other men who have had little experience, he waa 
dreadfully alraid of a grizzly bear. 
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Tbe Deril's Den. A Urizzlj Dam aad Cubs. Wright's Flight. Attack upon 
tbe Beuas. Wri|^t on Top of » Roek. Hy second Shot CkHubat with the 
teoMid Cab. PUMge oTWofdi nilb Wright. Kem Blvsr Adventimas. 
Tiulit Admiitttion. Bed Woods Hnotexa. Their MtatknaMOidp, Mj Do- 
elslon. Return «4o the Sierra Neyada. Perilous Adventure -with a Bear. 
Assistance of Ben and Rambler. Our Wounds. Care of Ben. My Grati- 
tude to him. Return to Corral Hollow. A soonndrel Visitor. His scurvy 
TkUk. Tvnvtt of him. Tho OU of Panthem. Wiflf8en£. OwMmI 
on BuillwMiMat. Mj radden SiokMis. l^yMsdialin. A of Agoiij. 
Scarfs Sickness. Polioii. IboWzoWh** BoMli* fl^vkfioiw akovl tiio 
INiiMniinf . Cautiomi. 

One day Wright and I were hunting in what is 

called the Devil's Den, a dreadfullj rough and deep 
canon, fuU of brush and rocks so heaped and piled 
togeiiier that a person has almost to crawl, whereyer 
he passes through it. I had discovered a bed of coal 
there, and also sulphur springs, and I was pointing 
&em out to Wright, when suddenly we were startled 
by the snort of a grizzly dam which had two yearling 
cubs. When we first became aware of her presence, 
she was standing just before us on her hind legs, and 
evidently offering battle. I saw at a glance fliat 
Wright was nut the man for such a situation, for he 
trembled like a leaf, and then, turning his back, cried 
oat to run ; and suiting the action to the word on his 
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own behalf, he soon left me alone. I knew very well 
there was no xm of nimmigy under the circumstances ; 
nor indeed did I feel any disposition to do so, for it 

was seldom that I ever let a bear escape me ; and it 
was pretty evident, on this occasion in particular, that 
if I did not kill her, she would kUl me. As there 
was nothing to be hoped for from Wright, I paid no 
attention to where he went ; but, giving my whole at- 
tention to the bear, I watched my opportanitj as she 
came snorting towards me, and planted a ball faiify 
in her heart. As she received it, she fell over back- 
wards, and never rose afterwards. 

No sooner had I thus fired than I began reloading, 
and, without lookiiig up, cried out to Wright why 
he did not Eie at the cubs. His voice quivered as 
he answered, tiiat thej kept bobbing around so that be 
could not procure aim. I turned to see where the 
man was, and there he sat on top of a high rock, 
vainly trying to hold his rifle steady, while die cuba 
were bawling and yelping about their dying mother. 
" When you do get aim, shoot,'' said I ; and at the 
same time, running up to a clump of bushes within a 
few yards of the cubs, I stretched one out by a ball 
at the butt of the ear ; when directly, crack ! went 
Wright's rifle ; but his ball could hardly have come 
mthm twenty yards of the cub* Wright always pre- 
tended that he did really shoot at it, but I questioned 
it then, and I douht it now y he was too much scared 
to shoot at anything. 

I immediately proceeded to reload a second time, 
but the remaining cub discovered and charged at me 
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too soon. Sedng thafe I could not get my rifle loaded 
in time, I dropped it and drew my knife. There was 

no great danger, except of being scratched, so I met 
the cub halfway ; and as he reared to strike, I caught 
him with my lefb hand by the long hair on the under- 
jaw, and phmged mj knife into his abdomen, burying 
it to the hilt ; then ripping it out, I thrust it in beiiind 
the fore shoulder, and reached his heart. He had 
^ven me a severe blow upon the thigh, but only one ; 
and as the life poured from his ^de, I let him drop 
and die at my feet. 

Having thus killed the three bears, I turned to see 
what Wright was doing by this time ; in id there he 
still sat on the rook, just as he had been sitting before. 
He had not even reloaded, nor made any attempt to 
do so. As I turned towards him, he cried, Are 
they dead, Adams ? " " No," said I ; " you had bet- 
ter stay there till they stop kicking." Well,'' con- 
tinued he, I thought they would kill you, surely ; 
and I saved my life while I could." " That's a com- 
fortable doctrine," said I ; " but your bones too would 
have whitened this valley, if they had killed me. 
You are a good climber, I see, but when you talk of 
running up rocks, look at these claws." Thus I 
talked while cutting the throats of the bears. 

We let the bodies lie where we had killed them, 
and returned to camp, where we found a party of 
Kem River adventurers. When we told them the 
story of the three bears, a half doien volunteered to 
go along and liulp pack the bodies in. They would 
hardly believe our report, and wanted to see witii 
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their own eyes; but when shown the truth of the 
story, bj the woonds on &e bodies, such as we had 

described, tkeir incredulity gave place to wonder, and, 
if I mistake not, to some admiration of my powers. 

In the course of a few days after this adrentore, 
three hunters from the Red Woods came to my camp, 
and, stating that they had heard of my hunting, asked 
the privilege of accompanying me for a few dayis. 
I acquiesced, and we took a hunt, in tiie course of 
which we came on a she bear with a yeariing cub. 
I soon stretched the dam upon the ground, and di- 
rected the Bed Woods men to kill the cub. At the 
word, all three discharged their rifles, and the cub 
fell ; but, when I came to examine him, I found but 
one wound. Upon calling attention to this curious 
drcumstanoe, a contention sprang up as to who it was 
that fired that ball. Each one gave so many reasons 
why he could .not have missed, that I amused myself 
for a long time laughmg at them. They at last ap* 
pealed to me to settle the controversy ; and I decided 
that they had all shot into the same hole, — which 
•W9B veiy satisfiBM^tory to all parties. 

About this same time, Lady Washington presented 
me with a valuable addition to my collection of animals, 
which gave unmistakable evidences, in the form of 
the body and in the color of the hair, of having the 
blood of the Rocky Mountain bear in its composition ; 
and I rejoiced that I had exercised so much forbear- 
ance towards the Lady's lover, the previous summer, 
east of Salt Lake. The littie fellow thrived well, 
and grew up to be the one known as Fremont, — a 
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bear of considerable intelligence and sagacity, though 
not equal, in these respects, either to his dam or to 
Ben Fraddin. 

I had occasion, during my stay at Corral Hollow, 
to return for a few days to my old eanip in the 
Sierra ; and hitching up my wagon, and taking my 
bear Ben Frankim and mj dog Rambler along, in a 
few days reached that favorite old spot. I antick* 
pated that it would be my last visit to the place, and 
determined to haye one more hunt before leaving it, 
perhaps, forever. Accordingly, calling my bear and 
dog, I started out, and made the old mountains ring 
again with the sound of my riiie, mitil, Migued with 
xoTing, I turned back towards camp. 

As I was leisurely passing through a thicket of 
chaparral, I heard a sticl^ crack at my side, and, 
upon turning, beheld a buge grizzly, wbicb bad three 
young cubs, in the act of springing at me. I tried 
to raise nay rifle, but in an instant it was struck from 
my hand by the bear, and, with the same blow, X was 
thrown to Ihe ground. Ben and Rambler were but a 
few paces behind at this time, and rushed forward, 
Rambler seizing the enemy's thigh, and Ben attackmg 
her at the throat. This distracted her attention for 
a moment, at which I seized the opportunity to snatch 
my rifle and spring to one side, while the savage bit 
terribly into the head and neck of poor Ben. I 
uttered a terrific shout, and the old bear rose for an 
instant, when I fired a ball into her heart, and she 
fell over backwards. I then jumped upon her, and 
bathed my knife several times in her heart's blood. 

14 
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AU tUs mi the woric of a moment ; but iriieii I 
looked for Bon, ho was bounding off for camp, wiA 

the blood streaming from his head, and yelling at 
every leap. I endeavored to call him back ; bat the 
little follow was scared nearly to death, and soon dis- 
ai)peared. As for myself, I did not know at first 
that I was hurt ; but, in a little while, the blood com- 
menced dripping oTer my clothes, and I found that 
my scalp bad been dreadfoDy torn by tiie bmte ; and 
she had bitten through my buckskin coat and flannel, 
making wonnds, the scars of which still remain, in my 
neck. 

With considerable difficulty, I managed to reach 
camp, where I found Ben lying under the wagon, 
licking his bleeding sides. The poor follow had cer* 
tainly saved my life, and I felt so grateful iihat at 
onco I took him into the cabin and dressed his 
wounds before I dressed my own ; and I ccmtinued 
paying unremitting care to him for nearly a week, 

when, finding Iiim well enough to travel, I settled up 
my business in the region and departed. That was 
one of the narrowest escapes I ever had in all my 
hunting ; and, as my preservation was due to Ben, 
the circumstance explains, to some extent, the par- 
tiality I have felt towards that noble animal. lie has 
borne the scars of the combat upon his front ever 
since ; and I take pride in pointing them out to 
persons who, I think, can appreciate my feelings tow- 
ards hhn. 

Upon my return to Corral Hollow, I feared Aat a 

large panther or cougar, such as is usually known aa 
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4he California lioo, had been prowling about one of the 
traps, and^ on the Dezt day, I iraat to the place, and 
set the snare trith paHaoolar nicety, confidently ex- 
pecting a prize in the morning. That same evening, 
aa I was sitting at my camp fire, a shaggj-looking 
acoondiel, who carried a shot-gim, pistol, aiMl bowie* 
knife, came up and asked 'the prinlege of stopping 
ovemiglxt. He bad a bad countenance ; but Qever 
m my life did I torn a veaiy or a hungry traveiier, 
away from my fire, or refuse tihe offices of hoepitahty, 
nor did I now. On tlie contrary, I freely offered him 
' a portion of my supper, a place to sleep at my fire, 
and a hearty, wholesome break&st in the morning* 
I not only fed hhn, but I talked witii him, and in an^ 
swer to bis questions spoke without reserve of my 
business in the Hollow, and the hopes I entertained 
of entrapping tiie Uon. After breakfiist, the scamp 
went awaj without thanking me j and in an hour or 
two afterwards, when I went up to my trap, I found 
that he had been there before me, and had shot^ 
dragged out, and cut off and carried away the tail 
of, the pantber, which, as I expected, had been 
trapped o?emig^t* I knew that it could have been 
no other person than this fellow, who had played such 
a scurvy trick, and, being mounted and very angry, 
I took the road to Livermore's Pass, in the hopes of 
overtaking and punishing him. I rode nearly all 
day, but, not being able to find where he had gone, 
came back, packed the dead lion on my mule, and 
returned to camp. 
The oil of panthers is good for sprains and bruises; 
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and with the intention of fiying out some for future 
jmtf I sat down at the root of a tree, and began cut* 
ting the body up. While so engaged, a man named 
Scarf, the keeper of a slieep ranch five or six miles 
below, happened to pafls^ and remarking that the 
meat looked yexy nice, proposed making a meal of 
it. I asked whetber he had ever eaten any of the 
kind. He replied that he had not, but, from the ap- 
pearance, he knew it must be good. I remarked, 
that I had frequently eaten panther's meat, and knew 
that, though not the best of meat, it was certainly 
not the worst ; and forthwith we proceeded to roast 
portions of the tenderloin and liver, of which we ate 
heartily and with veiy good relish. After the meal, 
Scarf smacked his lips, and proceeded on his way. 
It was now nearly evening, and having one of my 
traps to look after, about a mile distant, I ran up 
towards it, but, getting into a perspiration, began to 
feel disagreeable and very queer ; — and God knows 
I had cause. So ill did I soon become that I had 
difficolfy in getting back; my head was dizzy, my 
eyes nearly blind, and all my members staggering, so 
that I supposed death was approaching. 

It happened that Combe was absent at this time, 
but I managed, without assistance, to get at my stores, 
and, taking out a bunch of wild tobacco, made and 
drank a decoction, which caused me to vomit vio- 
lently ; and afterwards, I rolled myself in my blank- 
ets and tried to sleep : but my head felt like bursting 
with pain, and during the entire night I lay in agony. 
I thought that morning would never come, so paan- 
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fuUj did die time pass,— but it came at last ; yet I 

"was unable to rise, and continued Ijing, more dead 
than alive, until the sun rose, when I was suddenly 
aroused by the Toice of one of Scarf's men, who had 
hurriedly come up to ask whether I was sick too. I 
replied that death had a firm grip upon me. " You 
are poisoned," said he. Poisoned ? " said I ; that 
cannot be ; for there is no poison about camp.^ It 
was the wretch," said the man, " who killed the pan- 
ther. He passed our ranch day before yesterday, 
and had a bottle of poison, which he showed me. 
Scarf is poisoned too, and is suffering in the same 
manner as yourself.'' The man and I then compared 
notes, and we soon concluded that his master and I 
had been poisoned with some deadly drug contained 
in the panther's meat, which we had so unsuspect- 
ingly eaten. A few days afterwards, I learned from 
one of the livennore family that a fellow, answering 
the description of the wretch who had fed at my 
board, had viated the Pass, and exhibited a tail in 
corroboration of a wonderful stoiy which he told of 
a fight with a pantiber in the mountains. 

It has always been a source of speculation with me 
in what manner the poison was introduced into the 
panther, — whether before or after its death ; but the 
most plausible theory I can form is, that the wretch 
tried the effect of the deadly drug upon the encaged 
beast first, and shot it afterwards, — thou^ he may 
have poured a few crystals into the bulletrhole, after 
shooting it. However this may have been, one lesson 
[ learned &om the great jeopardy in which this ex- 
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periment fdaeed me ; and this ms^ to hew«re of gama 

mt killed by myself or my friends in a coimtry where 
pboaphorud, arsenic and strycimme are used for so 
iiaay porpoeea as they are in Galifbrma» ladeed, 
where auek deadly poiaona ave daily employed for the 

destruction of squirrels, panthers, bears and other 
animals, too much care cannot be exercised in avoid- 
mg fleah a&cted witii them either dkectly oir aeo* 
oodarily. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

ALON0 TH£ COAST BANGE. 

Xhe Kern River Excitement. DetermiDataon to take a Summer's Hunt south- 
ward. Preparationa. Eogagement of Draiy. Stop at Roro Mocho. Dra- 
.i3f*» SmMlMiiMit. Mr OlMlB of tbt AboM. Uf Bsbaks to Brnir. 9m 
FsofMi. 9nafH CondiCfon. BaaB betwMii Bm, Baoibter, and an Anta* 

lope. Rambler*t Btoproach to BeD. Cattle and a sporting GHzzly. Tha 
Bcnr'3 Sntmcity. Oombaf" between the Bear nnd a Hpifpr. His Victim. 
The Bear's Meal. Departure to the Mouutoias. Proposition of tiie 
Rancheros. My Reply. Pacheco's k'a&a, Stispicions of the Ranch eroe. 
nab flaildhaMaa. Sotry of tba Hbmlaiaa. A Coaal Bange UtU. Aeai- 
dant <m tlia Paaea n t. Ilia Comibrti >* of Hmtlag. Baoofovy tnm tkM 
Disaster. Lady Washington's QoQd>humor. Repairing Damages. A 
Nigbt-driva. A dried-ttp CMu flaaccH fcv Water. A looL 8atkQriQf 
oar Thlnt. Sla^. 

The Kern River excitement was one of those peri- 
odical vintfttioiDS of a mild ipedoB of msank^, with 
wbich the people of Oafiforma seem to have been 
aifflicted from time to time, ever since the early days. 
It origiiiated out of yagae reporti of gold in the 
gidchea of ihe Eem Barer country, and in the comiae 
of a few months all the avenues leading to the region 
were crowded with adventurers. Miners passed daily 
on their iray thitber, during the period I was in Cor- 
ral Hollow ; but it was not long before they began 
returning, disappointed in their anticipations of sud- 
den wealth, and deeply eormg the in&toation, which 
had induced iiiem to go ao &r witii so littie profit. 

It had been my object before this period to hunt in 
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the soathem coimtiy, and as the Kem KiFer emigra- 
tioii afforded aa exoeUent chanoe of trading, I aeized 

the opj^ortuhuy for a summer's hinit iu tliut direction, 
intending not onlj to Tisit the mines and sell game 
to the miners, but to collect animala and see the 
coontry. I accordinglj provided mjsdf witii two 
good horses in addition to my mules, and loaded 
wagon with stores of floury coffee, sogar, tea, tobacco ; 
and among otiier things a keg of whiskey, which proved 
a curse. I took also a quantity of mimiig tools, picks, 
shovels, crow-bars, boards for rockers, buckets, pans, 
and other mining implements. It had been my intei^ 
tion also to take my yomig man Combe along, but, 
Eliding him not much disposed towaids the romantic 
trip, I engaged another young fellow named Dmry, 
a smart enon^ boy, but very lazy, and shamefully 
fond of strong driulv, iis I souu learned to my cost. 
Mj bear Lady Washington I chained as usual to the 
axle-tree, but the bear Ben iVanklin and his foster- 
brother the dog Rambler followed loose. 

We left Corral Hollow early in the morning, and 
travelled southward along the eastern base of the 
Ooast Range of mountains till evemng, when we 
camped on a small stream, called lloro Alocho. Upon 
unhitching, I directed Drury to prepare supper, and 
busied myself wiOi picketmg the horses and feeding 

the niiiiaals, wliicu engaged my atteutiou for an hour 
or more ; but what was my disgust upon returning to 
the fire to find that Drury had broached the keg of 
liquor, and was so much intoxicated as to be insenr 
lible. The beastly condition of the fellow gave me 
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unpleasant ieeiings, and boded bad for the future. 
I was peiftctly wiUing i^t be ahoidd drink in medei^ 
ation, bat this was such an open and ontrageons abuse 

at the outset of our journey that I determined to 
check his propensities in the bud ; and, accordingly, 
lifting the keg &om the wagon and seising an axe, I 
knocked in the head, and poured the liquor out upon 
the ground. Without saying a word to Drury, I then 
prepared and ate oiy BappeVf and^ wxappng myself in 
my blankets, went to sleep, le»nng bim- to recover as 
he best could from the situation to which he had re- 
duced himself. 

About midnight I was aroused by the fellow's caDr 
ing upon me to give Imn water ; but I refused to get 
up and wait on kim, and said that if he would make 
a beast of himself he must take the consequences ; if 
he wanted water, he had better crawl down to &e 
creek, and throw himself into it until he soal^ed the 
liquor out, and then I would help him. He grumbled 
at this, and rolled about oomplaining of my hard treat- 
ment for about an hour, when, finally, I got up, gave 
him his blankets and fetched him water, of which he 
drank a large quantity, and soon fell into a sleep. In 
tiie morning I rose early, fed the animals, got my 
breakfast, and, being ready to start, called the fellow ; 
but he still complained of being very sick. I retorted 
that he had made a hog of himself, and, therefore, I 
could feel no sym|>atlij ; and if he was too sick to 
come along, he might remain behind. At the same 
time I cautioned him that, if he repeated this con* 
duct, I would be under the necessity of discharging 
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him at once from my service ; and it would make no 
di£brence where we might be; no confidence could 
be reposed in a man who would get drunk* 

In a few niiuutes afterwards I started on, as I had 
said I would, and Drurj followed with the dog and 
bears. We continued thus a mile or two, when notic- 
ing that he had difficulty in keeping up, and that he 
grew very pale, I put liim in the wagon, and dnv- 
ing to the next ravine, stopped and put him to bed. 
Leaving him sleepuig, I went out with the Lady, Ben 
and ilambler, on a short hunt, and killed three ante- 
lopes, which afforded provisions for several days. I 
afterwards made supper and gave Drury a cup of 
strong coffee, which had a good efifect ; and the nexl 
morning he felt comparatively well, and we started 
on our road veiy early. 

As we were travellbg along about mid4ay. Rambler 
sUirted up an antelope, wliich sceraod to be alone. 
There were no trees near us, nothing but the grasay 
plain stretching from the mountains to the San Joa- 
quin, a ctistance of fifteen or twenty miles. The ait- 
tclope, on being started, ran towards tlie faint line of 
cotton-woods, which skirted the river ; and Rambler 
and Ben pursued as fast as their legs would carry 
them. It was the most interestmg race I ever saw, 
for while the antelope ran for life, the liound kept 
close at its heels. As for poor Ben, he tried with all 
his might to keep up, but the further he went the 
more he feU behind ; and, in the course of a few min- 
utes, he was loping over the ground perfectly alone. 
}ic kept at it vigorously, howeyer, until in about a 
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0ule, finding that bis irind was giving out, he stopped, 
and came back with a look in his conntenanee, which 
showed that he did not wish to be considered ad hav- 
mg been in the race* In the mean while the autelope 
and grejhonnd kept on, as I conld see with a spy- 
glass wLicli I had with me. lor about eight miles 
the hound kept within a few leaps of the antelope, 
when tliey reached the brush near the riyer. The 
hound then turned to see whether I was following; 
but, finding I was not, he gave up the chase and 
turned to rejoin me. I drove on, and in about an 
hour afterwards he came up, seeming to be very tired. 
He, however, ran directly to Ben, and whined and 
jumped about him ; and it really appeared to me 
that he was trying to tell the bear what a fine race 
he had had, and reproaching him for his want of bot- 
tom to ruu. Ben used often to riin in this inanner, 
but of course could not keep up with the greyhound. 
As for the antelope, I believe that on a stretch like 
liiat, he is tiie fleetest animal in the world. 

That evening we camped in a ravine at the foot of 
the mountains, in the neighborhood of large herds of 
cattle, which were grasing in the plains. The herdft- 
men, or vaqueros, when they saw us, came up and 
talked awhile, and then proceeded further up the 
ravme to their ranch, leaving the cattle to themselves. 
About sundown I heard a tremendous commotion 
amuug the cattle, and, going out to see what caused 
it, beheld a huge grizsdy bear rolling and tumbling in 
the grass, while the caMe were gathering around him, 
and bawling as if craqr. I immediately took my rifle 
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and went around in such a manner as not to disturb 
either cattle or bear, — my object being to get up near 
and witness die motioDSof the bear, wbidi, I comctlj 
•opf>osed, waa playing one ef the mestr irmiderfid' truiks 
kiin\Mi to his species. I had frequently heard of the 
sagacity of the grizzly in decoying cattle within his 
reach, and had a great corioatj to see it for myselE 
I aooopdingly Mcended a small biB- near* the spot, 
and reached a place fix>m which I could easily witness 
the whole si&k^ The bear was in the long^ grass, 
lolting on bis. baek, throwing his legs into the air, 
jumpiii^ii; up, turning half soniersets, chasing his tail 
and cutting up all kinde of antics, evidently with no 
other purpose than to attract tiie attention of the cat- 
tle. These foolish aimnals crowded- around him ; some 
bulls running up as if to make a lunge, and then turn- 
ing aside, and all bawling violentlj. At last a young 
httfer, more bokl than the rest, lowered'faer bead and 
ran up, to thrust her horns into him. In an instant 
the bear rose upon his hind legs, and, making a leap, 
caught Ihe h^for arounck the neck, and' fixed- faia jaws 
in her nose. She made a jump to get away ; but the 
bear, with a pecuhar jerk of his head, threw her upon 
her side, and, without looseuing his hold, turned his 
entire body upon* her. He then let go his hoid* upon 
the nose and seisnng her by the nedr, tor© it open ; 
the blood gushed in torrents from the severed arte* 
lies ; and in a fow moments die was dead. No soon- 
er had she stopped 8trug<;Hng than he got off, and 
leisurely bei^au sucking up the blood, and enjoying 
the supper which his trick had procured for hin^ 
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The other cattle drew back at first, hut in a short 
they seemed to ^ther courage^ and again ap- 
froajched. Aa they esam doee^tiie bear left his vio* 
iim and rurirad at tham ivxth a ternfic growL Tfaos 
jEHghtened them off for a while ; and then the bear 
would Keaoma his meal. Qe dnive tham off thus a 
doaen tunas ; aad I seli^ad the acana aa well that, 
without interfering. I lay looking at it until it became 
quitfi dark, — thus neglecting the opportunity to have 
ft fair ahot at hinu Aahe was about tnmmg to leave, 
howeTOB) 1 cnvwlad donvn and fired at him ^ but it ivas 
tihen so dark, and the distance so great, that I missed. 
At the Qcaak oi the xdiie iie rose upon liis legs, ut- 
terad inro' or Area mmgfi g^wls^ and thani put off 
&r the mountains. » 

In the morning I sent Drury to the ranch to give 
infonnatioa ni what I had seen y and in. a ahovt tima 
be eame baekivilh ifae*^aqaeroa and two of the ranch 
owners. I told them the story, and they seemed 
much interested. They said they were much troubled 
with, beara^and offimd to gjnre me one hundred doUara 
a month and all the beef I wanted^ if I would remain 
and hunt there a few months. I laughed at the prop- 
ootiony and replied ihBJt a g9ld4umter on his way to 
Kern Mver oodd not be purehased on terms like 

those. They laughed in turn about Keru liiver ; 
and, after talking in good-humor some time, I took a 
portioa o£ the dead hei&p with thdr consent, and, 
bidding them good4>ye, proceeded on my journey. 

We proceeded this day to the neighborhood of Pa- 
oheco'a Pass, which op^ a passage in the Coast 
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Mountains from the San Joaquin to Ae ocean near 
Monterejr, and camped. The next morning i drove 
ap to a ranch at Pacheco's Pass, where there were 
aboat a hondred persons, some of them rancheros 
and some returning Kern River miners. Thej all 
wondered, seeing me drive up with the bears, and 
wanted to know where I hailed from, and where I was 
going* I answered iiidr qnestkms franldj, when Oiej 
replied that I was out of the road which led to Kern 
Biver. I rejoined that I knew it w^, but tha/t there 
wm certain vi^lejs in the momitains whicli I wished 
to visit, and that was the reason I came that way. 
They kept eyeing me, and looking suspiciously at the 
beef, horses, and mules, as much as to say ^ej sus- 
pected me to be a rascal and tldef^ tlKmgh they 

threw out no iiisiiiuutions in words. I stood their 
treatment as lou^ as 1 thought proper, and then spoke 
as follows : Genttanen, yon look at my beef as if 
you were hungry. If you de«nre, you can share witli 
me, and you will find that it is neither stx)len nor poi- 
scmed." At the same time, I lodked full in the £etces 
of the rancheros, who, when they see a stranger have 
beef, suspect at once tliat he lias been killing their 
cattle, and generally with very good reason ; and as I 
saw they understood my meaning, I narrated the story 
of the grizzly bear, and how I came by tiie beef. 
This seemed to please them all, and they invited me 
into the house to take breakiast ; but I thanked them, 
and replied that I never breakfasted so late in the 
day. I however went into the house with them, and, 
getting into conversation, gathered all the information 



Digitized by 



I oould aboat the eonotcy in the mountains, and a cer- 
tain vaDey of which I had heard, abounding in game. 

They told me that the \ alley was tiistaiit about three 
days' journey over a rugged road, and that it waa 
very uncertain whel^er a iragon coold get along, as 
none was oyer known to have passed through. 

jTotwithstanding this unfavorable intelligence, we 
started into the mountains, and travelled during the 
day a considerable distance, passbg three or four 
liaiive Califoruian ranches, and seeing a few wild 
mustang horses, — for we were getting into a region 
where th^re were many of tiiese auimals. The sub- 
sequent day we travelled tin noon, when we came to a 
great hill, of which I had heard much at Pacheco's, 
and, ascending it with diihculty, found that there was 
a sort of jumpng-off place on the other side, as had 
been told us. Taking out my glass here, I exam- 
ined the road further on, and saw, nearly a thousand 
feet below me, a large, grassy, and comparatively 
level plain, covered here and there with antelopes and 
mustangs, and in the distance a line of cotton-wood 
trees, mdicating a stream. The difficulty was to 
descend the side of the hill, which was almost a preci- 
pice, with scrubby oak-trees about the top, and rocks 
towards the bottom. It seemed to be almost a hope- 
less job to get down; but we commenced the labor 
by taking down the horses by themselves first. I 

intended to lead the Lady down also, but, liueling it 
80 tiresome to ascei\d, lengthened her chain, and left 
her tied, and then, fastening several strong lariats to 
the axle, had Dnuy take hitches with them around 
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treesy and aid m thftt wagr in letting lihe imgon down 
as lightij as possible. Besides this, we locked two 
iriieela, and than attempted to go down mih the 
sinlefl, wagon, aad aU togeHber.. We diracended Am 

aliout half-way, when, having to turn to one side, the 
wagon was brought into a sideling position, and Dnuj 
kad to stand on one of the i^per wiieela^ to keep 
it from toppling over. We went thus a few hwndred 
&6t further, when, smash ! over wont the whole con- 
aeni| tomWng and scattering the goods into the 
hniah, oirerthiowing and erippling A» nndes, tearing 
the harness, twisting off the tire of one of the wheels, 
and bceaking the tongue square off near the Whipple- 
tnees* To add to tiie misfortiinev the son* was beatiiq; 
down Eeicelj upon us ; and there was no water near, 
and no help. 

To be thufr inrcnmstanced is cue* of Ae comforts 
which hunters hare to expect m new and nntried 
countries. It is almost enough to make a man sink 
into desperation, and forswear an adventurous life 
fbieyer. But the difficulfy is soon forgotten when 
a man goes energetically to work to repair damages ; 
and, when all is over, he looks back upon the occasion 
as one of the bright spots in his career, and dwells 
upon it as a pleasure and' an honor. There was heie 
nothing to be done but to do the best we could. 
First, I g^ve mj attention to Ladj Washington, who, 
m ike general disaster, had been |ntdied over widi so 
much violence that her nose ploughed up a furrow m 
the ground* As she recovered hei-self, she seemed 
frightened, and snuffed and snorted, and her hair 
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Stood on end in great agitation ; but I went up and 
jiatted her bead, and in a few moments she appeared 
to be pacified, and licked my hand, as if she under- 
atood the afiair was only an accident and entirely 
nnintentional. I th^ took the packsaddlee, and^ 
placing them on the mules, loaded upon them portions 
of the luggage, and sent Drury to the foot of the bill ^ 
with them; and^ by repeating these trips several 
times, we finally got ail the luggage down. In tihe 
mean wiiile, I managed to replace the tire on the 
wheel, and, cnttmg two oaken timbers, lashed them 
with lariats and thongs of green hide on both sides 
of the biuken tongue, in such a manner as to make 
it temporarily sufficient. Next, I mended the torn 
harness with buckskin and raw hide ; and, by night, 
we sncceeded in getting the wagon down, repacked, 
and were on our way again. 

All this time, however, we were suffering dread^y 
from the want of water ; but, fortunately, there was 
a clear, starry sky, and I determined to travel on till 
we reached the stream indicated by the cotton-wood 
trees which we had seen from the hill-top. . We ac- 
cordingly proceeded slowly and painfully all night, 
refreshed a little, it is true, by the cool night>air, but 
still suHbring the torture of thirst ; and as morning 
approached, we found ourselves near the cotton-woods. 
Here it seemed certain we would find water ; but, 
upon reaching the banks of the stream, we found it 
entirely dry, and no water or sign of water was to be 
seen. I had been told by the rancheros at Pacheco's 
i'iiia that we would probably find water in pools along 
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the cred£ ; bat bow e? esjthkig Mmed to be ealM^ 
dried up. 

The creek had a sandy bottom, and bore the a|K 
pearaace of riain^ aud au^lnn^ again evexj few xmies, 
like OMDj other Btreams in the miihem poriioii eC 
Caliltxni»; and I ^foeeted Dnirj to dannoimt mad 
foUow the bed, searching for jx>i>ls, while I would drive 
along the bank. He diamo«nted, yexy uiiifillinglj 
however, and wanted to kaow whj he coaM aot iid«, 
instead of walking. I told him there were two 
reasons; £rsti;, it would not be easj to get the 
hmne down the bank into the bed of the ereek, andy 
aecondlj, he eodd tmvel orar the loose MUid in the 
creek on foot better than the horse, and would be 
more likely to find water. He rejoined in a tone of 
dbccmtentiiieiit, but fiaaUj threw hiauielf down the 
bank, and commenced making the search. I drove 
ak>ng on the bank for nearly an hour, but heard noth- 
ing of Dnuy, and began to think he had deaected me. 
A thousand Bospidoniy indeed, passed throng my 
mind, as is usual when we have no confidence in per- 
sons whom we are compelled to trust; but, iinakyy 
he made hia appearance tsom a clump of bushes, «nd 
reported water. 

The pool which he had discovered was situated 
under a clelt of rocks in a deep place, about fifty 
feet below the bank, whidi was base very steep, and 
covered with trees and bushes. On the oppDske 
side of the pool, the bank sloped more gradually ; 
but as we could not reaeh that side without a wide 
eircuit, we were under &e necessity i£ carrying the 
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water up the bank to our animals. Ben and Rambler, 
however, no sooner saw the water than they plunged 
down the bank, and, nmmng up to their middles, 
satisfied tiieir ihiist, and then wallowed and rolled 
with the most luxurious satisfaction. So great had 
been our trials for the previous twenly-four hours, 
ml so fatigumg wd hirassmg our long and weary 
march, that it was absolutely necessary to recruit; 
and we accordingly unhitched at this place, and,, after 
a hasty^ breakfast, having first attended to our ani- 
mals, we threw ourselves m our Uaaket» under tiie 
shade of the cotton-woods, and enjoyed a sound and 
refreshing sleep. 
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CHAPTER XVL 
Joaquin's yallsy. 

Antelopes at the Fool. I slaj cue. Ben and Kambler in Pursuit. Bcn'fl 
IHMatiafitcUoa and Batorn. Hit OrambliDg. His Loxariefl. The CaBon 
of JMqiiiB*a VaUigr. Jotqiiln*a stxaffgHnc Hand. CluunetMriBtlea of tli* 
Talkgr* Adtvnture with a B«ar and Gabs. Ben^s Treatonent of a Cub. 
Fate of the Cub. A Mountain Peak, and the TIew from it. Wild Cattle. 
Their Appearance. My Camp usurped. Sui^picioas. The "Generosity" 
of Tliittvet. The Stnngen. Visit to a QuicksilTer Mine. Wliat mincht 
IiawImiii. AaUiBinil. Slaying of Mka. O^ptnnorBlk Ikiraib VHU 
OftCtIa ipin. Thdr dumtititdM. Itswl tomi^ Tiilan Lain. Ban 
MnudiHii^ dliMialtan* 

Whbn I awoke finom my deep, it was the nuddle 

of the aflernoon ; but I determined to push ahead as 
far as we could before evening, and then take a good 
xdgWs rest. As we were hitching up, however, I 
noticed the boar aud do^ pricking up their ears and 
exhibiting signs of uneasiness, as if there was sume- 
ihmg in the wind. Leaving Dmry to finish hitching, 
I took myriBe and stepped back towards the pooL 
The bear and dog seemed anxious to pass ahead, but 
I made motions and signs for them to keep back, and 
thej dared not do otherwise. On reaching the bank 
and looking over, I beheld a band of antelopes stand- 
ing at the water, and drinking as if very thirsty. I 
immediately drew my rifle and fired, and one dropped, 
when the others tamed and ran np the slope of the 
Lank out into the plain. I cried to the do^ aud bcai*, 
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and they set out in pursuit, the fonuer, of course, 
taking the lead. 

The grizzly Ben started with the greatest courage 
and t^e most resolute determination ; but, after loping 
foor or five hundred yards over the sand, he wheeled 
around to see whether I was doing my part. Seeing 
I was not following, he at once decided that such 
treatment waa not justice ; and, returning, sat himself 
down on his haunches in front of me, as I begad to 
ddn the antelope. The noble fellow was already so 
well trained, that he never presumed to touch any- 
thing till I gave it to him ; but he had a way of grum- 
bling for food, when hungry, that was irresistible. I 
shall never forget how he sat there, wistfully eyeing 
my carving, looking into my face, and remonstrating 
about my strictness with him. His perquisites were 
generally the entrails of game, of which he was re- 
markably foiid ; but as he now had to wait uutil they 
were removed, his impatience at last assumed such a 
pitch, that he got excited, and grumbled more than 
ordinarily. I resolved to try him a little, and placed 
food in such a way as to tempt him ; but the ikitiiful 
fellow continued true to his traiiung, and the meat re- 
mained inviolate. Seeing this, I threw his portion to 
him, and he ate until I almost thought he would burst, 

devouring the entrails, and lapping up the liquid 
of the antelope's stomach, which to his palate seemed 
as sweet as honey. 

As soon as Ben was done, I carried up the meat to 
the wagon, and, finding all ready, we started off ; and, 
travelling till sundown, we arrived at the mouth of a 
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eaoon, whidi led up into the rallcy of which I wa? hi 
search. It was a very rugged opening, the rocKa 
rimg ttearij perpendionkrly on Mch aide, leaving but 
» nMrow place for the [Mwnige of a aouJl atream of 

water which came from the valley. There was no 
wagon roady and as difdculties were to be anticipated 
in winding up into the valley, I determined to take 
the next mommg for it, and camped for the night. 

The valley, which I had thus reached, was noted at 
one time as the liead-qnarfeera of JoMiain, the famooa 
lobber, who, during Ida brief career, spread terror 
over the southern countrv. I had been advised, at 
Paclieco's, not to go there, as the danger <^ being 
robbed, and periiapa killed, by atra^^ing romnanta of 
this lawkaa desperado'a band would be imminent ; bat 
as it was not at all certain that any were there, and 
aa our danger in any one part of the country was 
nearly aa great as in another, ao iar aa tliese active 
and ubiquitous thieves ^veic concerned, I paid no at- 
tention to the caution, and, as the event proved, 
never was moleatod. 

Upon advancing up the canon iiie next day, — and 
to do so we had to cross the creek at least a dozen 
times, and once to unload, — we found one of the 
moat beautiful valleja in all California. It waa about 
six miles long by one wide, covered with ^ass and 
grove-hke clumps of trees, and surrounded by moun- 
tains which, in some placea, were so precipitoua that 
it waa impoarible for a man to climb them. In the 
centre of the valley was a ridge of slightly elevated 
land, dividing into two branches the stream which 
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•prang from foantains at its head. A stock-nyaer 
oonld not deeore a finer loealion ; and had I not been 

a hunter of wild animals, I should certain! j have 
wished to settle down here, and devote mj attention 
to the 

After ^taking camp under acme fine trees in thia 

beautiful vallej, and eating dinner, I took my rifle, 
and, accompanied as usual hj Ben and Eambier, took 
a steoO towards tiie nearest tongne of mountain, iddch 
came down on one side. As we approached it, Ben 
snufted the air, and Kamhler grew uaeas/, which was 
sufficient notification that tiiere was game near me ; 
and kyoidng carefully around, I discovered a female 
grizzly ^^vith two cubs, feeding in the bushes about a 
hundred yards distant. I restrained my animal com- 
pamoDS immediately, and made them lie down, and 
Aen creeping around, unobserved by the bears, which 
were very busy, raised my rifle, and, upon firing, 
pierced the dam at the first shot. Ben and Bambler, 
at the discharge, were on their feet, and would have 
rushed forward, but I still kept them back, and, re- 
loading, killed one of the cubs. There being but one 
cab left, I allowed ike bear and dog to advance, and 
in a moment they were upon it. Rambler seized a 
leg, but Ben took it fairly by die neck and shook it 
terribly, and so determined and persistent was he 
that I had difficulty m makmg hun release his hold. 
Indeed it was necessary to give him several good 
bouts over the head, beibre he could be induced to 
forego the jdbasuie of shddng the sancy little cub 
into pieces. I to<d: the poor thing to camp afte^ 
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w ards, and gave it a cage for preservation ; bat it was 
iatallj injiired, and aeon died* 

The next day, after himting alxmt the valley and 
killing ail antelope or two, we left camp unprotected, 
and paid a viait to tlie high peak at the head of the 
Talley. It was a queer-looking mountain, with shelv- 
ing rocks hanging over its sides, and pine-trees about 
its summit, which led ofif by ridges to mountains be- 
yond. I had been told that wild cattle frequented 
the lu^eet parts of these mountains ; and it was in 
the hopes of seeing them, that, with great fatigue, we 
ascended the peak. When we reached the top, we 
obtained a grmd view over all the country round about 
Towards the ocean, which, however, could not be 
seen, the land was rugged and broken. On the oppo- 
site side, a range of hills shut out the San Joaquin 
Valley, but far beyond we could see the Serra 
Kevada, a line along the horizon. Below us was 
the delightful little valley where our camp was 
pitched ; and beyond, the larger valley through which 
we had travelled at xdght, when suflfering fimn the 
wane of water. 

Having satisfied ourselves with ike prospect, we 
advanced a short distance into the moantaans, and 
soon discovered a herd of half a dozen wild cattle, 
which, of all the animals I had ever seen, were ike 
most savage looking. I thou^t I had seen large 
horns when peering through Mexico, but Aey were 
not to be compared with these Califomian specimens. 
The cattle themselves were extraordinarily large ; 
and having these immense horns, with shaggy hair 
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aboat the shoulders and head, they presented an 
appearaaoe almost tenific. NotwithstaDding their 
fierce looks, however, they fled upon seemg ns ; and, 
it being nearly night, we turned towards camp mih- 
out attempting to pursue them. 

Upon elambermg htuisk to the brink of tlie 
tain, and looking down into the valley, I was aston- 
ished to see that my camp was in the possession of 
Birangers. At first, it seemed as if my eyes must 
be deceived; but, upon dravdng finrtii my glass, I 
could distinctly make out four or five men and a num- 
ber of horses ; yet who they were it was impossible 
to tell in the dark. They had made a fire and 
usurped my camp ; so that the suspicion at once 
flashed across my mind that the reports about Joa- 
quin's baid were ime, and that here I had fletUen 
into ihrir hands. Under the circumstances, I knew 
not for a while ^vhat to do ; I had read, during my 
younger days, the stories of famous brigands and 
robber captains, and retained, doubtless, too exalted 
an idea of their magnanimity ; but my maturer judg- 
ment counselled me that not a spark of generosity can 
animate the soul of a out-throat or a thief. I resolved, 
liowever, to run the risks of feeing die strangers, who- 
ever they might be ; and, preparini^ my arms for use 
in case of necessity, we descended the mountain, and 
approached the fire aroond which the strangers sat. 
Instead of finding robbers, I had ibe pleasure of 
meeting two American gentlemen and five Spaniards ; 
the former from San francisco, on a visit to certain 
qnicknlver mines in that vidmty, and the latter be* 

15 
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laoging to tlie neighborhood of Tulare Lake, where 
they had corrals for the capture of muBtangB* They 
appeared to hare heard of me at Pacheco's, and had 
purposely stopped at my camp to procure meat. 
When I told them of the thoughts which had been 
BQggeeted to me bj their appearance from the moim> 
tain, tliey were highly amused, and assured me that 
none oi Joaquui's followers were in that part of the 
CGimtry. 

The next mormng, after the SpaniardB left, the 

American gentlemen induced me to accompany them 
to the mines of quicksilver, which were eight or ten 
miles distant. We proceeded thither, and spent the 
day in their neighborliood, examining them and pick- 
ing specimens of the cinnabar. We then returned, 
taking with ua an old Spaniard, whom we found living 
near the mines, havmg been left there by his com- 
panions, who had gone to San Luis Obispo for pro- 
vidons. I had no knowledge of quicksilver mining ; 
but was told that tiie* ore tiiere was good, and lliat 
the mines would one dav be valuable. At that time, 
they had not been worked much ; and, at the then 
hi^ rates of labor, it would not justify to build works 
and employ the necessary hands to carry tihem on. I 
spoke of the beauty of the valley, and the gentlemen 
agreed with me about its value when the mines should 
come to be extensively used. BecalHng my im- 
pressioiis of tiie place, I ofDcii tkmk that, had I 
only sat down and taken up the valley, I might 
now have been a kind of a monarch, the possessor 
of a beantifiil Htlle kingdom, with uncounted herds 
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and flocks on eveiy side. But such was not my des- 
tiny. 

The next monuDg, after fhe Americans left, m de* 
termined to have an elk hunt; and ihe old Spaniard 

took us to a ravine among the mountains, where he 
informed us there were elks, or if not, he said U 
would be of no use to look farther, and we might con 
elude that they had all gone over into the tul^s of the 
Tulare Lake country, as they generally ^d in the 
warm season or fly-time* When we reached the 
place, we soon discoyered a band of a dozen or fifteen 
elks, with half a dozen young. The little ones were 
what we especially sought; and I at once laid my 
plans for killing an old one or two, and captozmg the 
young. To the Spaniard, accordingly, I gave a horse 
with several lassos; and Drury I stationed at the 
mouth of the zavine with a rifle ; while I myself crept 
up among the bushes to the neighborhood of the ella, 
to try the flag operation, which sometimes works well 
with elks as well as with antelopes. Arriving at the 
deored ntuation, I raised a red silk handkerchief on 
a stick, and imitated the elk whistle, all of which had 
the wished-for effect. The animals stopped eating and 
gazed at the flag. I remained concealed ; but as they 
came up dose, I fired through the bashes and killed 
the nearest one. This appeared to bewilder the 
others ; and, as they continued to approach, I quickly 
rdoaded, fired a second time and disabled a second 
dOc* A third time I reloaded and fired, when the 
wounded elk bleated; and the Spaniard, supposing 
that to be the signal agreed upon, adyanoed with his 
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\mm Before I oould rekuMl a foorib tiine, lie 
plunged among the elks, and soon threw a lasso over 

the neck of one of the little ones ; while the others 
turned and ran down the ravine. I sprang forward 
and took ttie laaso^ while the Spaniard pursued the re- 
treating band, and managed to overtake and lasso a 
second little one ; so that the result of this hunt was 
three old ones killed, and two young ones captured, 
both of which I subsequently managed to raise. 

The next day, liavdng jerked the elk-meat and left 
it to dry, the Spaniard and I ascended the mountains 
for the purpose of sedng the wild catUe again ; and 
we soon came upon a herd of fifteen or twenty. I 
tried to induce the old man to lasso one of them ; but 
he replied that it would be impossible, as the ground 
was too rough and the catfle too strong and desperate 
to attack in that way. Giving up this idea, therefore, I 
crept around among the rocks within range, and £red 
at a buUi which I wounded so badly that he was not 
aUe to keep up with the flymg herd; and witii 
another ball I managed to kill iiim. He was a great 
curiosity to me, and diiered so much from ordinaiy 
cattle Ihat I felt ahnost disposed to befieve him of a 
new species. It is generally considered thnt these 
cattJe are the ofi^pring of cows which escaped many 
years ago firom the rancheros in the valleys, and that 
they have become perfectly wild. Be ^bin as it may, 
their hides are thicker, their hair longer and shaggier, 
and their eyes more like those of the bufibl o than those 
of any domestic cattle. The horns are very large, 
and I iiave £re(£uently regretted that I leit those of 
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fibis bull lying, when I might so easily have packed 

them with the meat to camp, and hauled them along 
with my other curio&ities. 

Upon reaching camp ag^in, I concladed that it was 
time to resume the journey towards Kern Eiver ; and 
accordingly, the next day, after making the old Span^ 
iard some acceptable presents, we hitched upland 
passed out of the valley by the same road by which 
"we had entered it, and tlieu travelled towards the 
San Joaquin Biver over a hot, sandy, waterless plain. 
We must have gone, I think, about thirtjr miles, when 
Ben Franklin exhibited so much fittigae that we were 
compelled to stop. There were no signs of water, 
except a line of cotton-wood trees away oli^ to the 
east, showing the line of the river ; and, ^or fear we 
could not reach it, I sent Drury ahead on horseback 
with a leather bag, directing him to M it and return 
as quickly as possible. As soon as he was gone, I 
started slowly ahead, encouraghig mj jaded animals 
as much as possible ; but in a few miles was again 
compelled to stop, hnding that Ben had entirely given 
cut. The poor fellow's feet were dreadfully blistered 
by the hot sand, and do what I might he refused to 
budge. I wound pieces of cloth about his paws, but 
they did no good ; he stretched himself out, and could 
not, or would not, nuurch any fiurtlier. 
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CHAPTER Xm 

TTILABB LAKE A2n> KERN BIYEB. 

thtOonttllini of BtalkuUin. ftoB ow —nt cf Wi^itf. ftnidi ftr Bn at 
Mt^il. Loading Ben on III* Wagon. Doctoring of Ben. His Hoocadap. 

Tlie Tulare Country. The Rivers. Game. An Tndifin Villag^e. Visit to ao 
Islaad. An Indi&u Canoe. Birds. Drurj's AdTentur© with an Elk. Gap- 
tare of a Fawn. Betura to the Tillage. Tnyel. Mostangg. The Four 
Cndu* Kern Rlwr lOiMt. A Baj la th« Warn, Ottemiiiiatloa. 
MnaTMTof thrcaQrWiea. Attack upon than. Bett and BamUarin thm 
Fight. A Grinly at Bay. Ben and Bambler on the Track. Ffn.ling of 
the Bear. Rashness of thp Attnrk Aflventnre with a cowardly Grizzly 
Dam. Capture of the Cubs. A moonlight Adventure with a Qriaijr. Ben 
In OomlMtt. Death of thb Xnemy. 

The conditioii of my poor Ben, as he laj panting 
on the sand of the »San Joaquin plains, unable to 
low me any farther, and looking up affectionatelj, but 
despairingly, from the midst of his pdn, in my face, 
grieved me to the heart, and gave me great unea^ 
neas. He waa my favorite ; I oonld well have spared 
any other animal rather than Ben ; and I feared he 
would die. I reproached myself for having brought 
no water along, but as the fault could not be helped 
bj reproaches, I hastily split some pieces of board 
from my wagon, and ereetai^ a frame and throwing a 
large blanket over it, so as to make shade, left Ben and 
Bambler there, and then I drove on with the intention 
of procuring water and returning more speedily than 
Drury, who had no interests at stake, would be dis- 
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posed to do. In the course of four or five mileB I 

met Drury with his bag of water ; and, hastily handing 
him the reins, with directions to drive on, I mounted 
the horse and galloped back to where Ben lay suffer- 
ing. It was dark when I reached hun, and to all ap- 
pearance he had not moved from the position in which 
I left him. He had life enough, howevery to express 
his gratitnde, and drank several quarts of water with 
avidity. I then endeavored to coax him along, and 
he took a few steps ; but neither flattery nor blows 
eonld indnce him to move &r« 

Seeing that it was impossible to get him along, I 
again let him lie, and rode alicad for the wagon, which 
I found at the side of a spring. The mules and 
horses were tamed oot to graKO, and Drory was lying 
adeep at the fire, which he had hastily kindled. I 
roused him, and ordered him to assist in hitching up 
the wagon agun, to go back for Ben. He obeyed, 
and we soon unloaded ilie heaviest of our articles, 
and, Icaviiig them at the spring, drove back. As the 
country, however, was new to us, and the night daik, 
we by some means or other missed the way, and could 
see no Agas of what we sought. We looked about 
all night till dayhght, but there was no Ben in sight. 
I at last sent Drury in one direction and myself took 
another, by which means we succeeded in a few hours 
in finding the trail, and finally discovered the bear 
lymg under his blanket. We gave him water again, 
but still he could not walk, and we had to place him 
in the wagon, — which could not be done without some 
difficulty^as by that time he would weigh in the 
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neighborhood o{ four hundred pounds. When at last 
we did get him in, partly by our own strength and 
partly by his asastance, we dxoye on to the apringi 

aud camped. 

On account of the bear's conditioui we were com- 
pelled to remain two days at this spring, during which 
time I doctored him. My treatment met with sac« 

cess, and we soon got him on his legs again. In the 
mean while, as his feet continued sore, I made mocca- 
miB, as I had done on the Humboldt plains, and 
poured bear's oil in them, — wLicL was an excellent 
salve for the blisters. The moccasins were bound 
tightly to the feet, and a muzzle was put oyer the 
nose, to prevent him from tearing them off. They 
worked well, and on the tliiid day after reaching the 
spring we hitched up again, and drove on to the edge 
of Tulare Lake. 

The head of the San Joaquin Valley consists of a 
vast area of nearly level country, inclosing several 
lakes, the largest of which bears ihe name of Tulare, 
-—an eztensiye body of water, surrounded by a sel- 
vage, many miles in extent, of tul(is, or bulrushes. 
There appears to be a drainage i^om the lake into the 
San Joaquin Biver, but no large stream ; and at the 
time I passed, though there were some sloughs witii 
water in them, I may almost say that w e crossed the 
valley dry shod. We could see nothing of the lake 
itself, bat miles after miles of tul^ country spread ont 
before us ; and far to the south we saw a line of trees, 
which denoted the position of King's River. As we 
passed along, we heard the whistting of elks ui the 
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tol^s, but did not stop* We proceeded on around the 

north end of the lake, until we arrived in the timber 
on Ejng's Biver, where we camped. 

The lirers in this part of the country are very pe- 
culiar. After leaving the Sierra Nevada, they divide 
into a number of branches, in some instances reunit- 
ing, and in others running separate to the lake. 
King's Riyer reunites; but the next stream, caOed 
Four Creeks, atter leaving the mountains as one 
stream, divides into four, which spread out from each 
other Hke the ribs of an open &n. Their banks are 
timbered, and particularly those of the Four Greeks, 
which presents a most beautiful and rich valley, full 
of fertile land and fuae timber. The King's River 
conntry is rolling and rather barren, but in the neigh> 
borhood of the lake there is timber and tule, and 
game is plenty. We stopped there several days, and 
killed a number of elks, besides capturing one young 
one, which we placed by the side of the others that 
we had brought with us in our wagon from the Coast 
Range. 

On the borders of the lake, near the mouth of 

King's River, there was an Indian village, which we 
visited on the day after our arrival in the neighbor- 
hood. There were about a hundred Indians in it at 
that time, and I engaged two boys of tiiem to take me 
to an island in the lake, where there was said to be elks 
in abundance, and birds of various kinds in astonish- 
ing plenty. We set out on foot from the village, 
^ere I left my animals, and, after wading through 
the tul^s nearly a, mile, reached a caQoe, which wgs 
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made of several logs fastened together side by side, 
and calked with tules and mud. In this, we crossed 
an ana of the lake, and landed on a small wooded 
idand, whioh wae a place of birds indeed. There 
were birds in almost incredible numbers, — ducks, 
geese, swans, cranes, curlews, snipes, and varioas 
oilier kinds, in all stages of growiih, and eggs by thou- 
sands among the grass and tul^s. There were also 
beavers' works in every direction ; and we saw also 
dks in nnmbers, which fled into the tul^s wt oor 
approach. 

Upon reaching the island, the Indian boys at once 
began gathering up young birds and eggs ; but Drury 
and I porsaed the elks, one of which I killed outright* 
Bnuy managed to wound a second, and, after reload- 
ing, followed it into the reeds for another shot ; but 
the animal turned upon him, and struck him down 
into the mud. He roared for help, and I rushed to 
his assistance, iii time to kill the elk and save his life. 
As I pulled him out of the mire, notwithstanding the 
serious nature of the accident, I could not help lau^ 
ing at the pitiful face he made ; but he took my laugh- 
ing as an offence, and became so very sulky that for 
the remamder of the hunt I had to do all the work 
alone. While, therefore, Drury sat on the gaea 
doing nothing, 1 took my rifle and rambled out among 
the small mounds which rose here and there among 
the tul^, after more elks. While creeping along, I 
happened to see a fawn a few days old, which was so 
well hidden away that had it noi been by mere 
ghance I would not have seen hun. His bod^ lay 
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flat, almost entirely covered witli young tnlds, and onlj 
liis ejea peeped out. I feared ixightenmg him, but 
dyly laying aade my rifle, and creeping up, I made 
a sudden leap, and seized him. He however bleated 
80 loudly that, fearing his cries would attract his dam 
to dkpute my {Mnae, and make a oombai neceesaiy, I 
held his jaws, and munled him* Soon afterwards we 
embarked again in the canoe, with the fawn, the 
slaughtered elks, and an immense quantity of young 
birds and ^ggiB, and retained to the villi^, where the 
Lidians gathered around, and cKscnssed our sncceasfiil 
hunting with great interest. Altogether, this island 
hunt ;^ as as pleasant and interesting to xne as any I 
had enjoyed daring the season. 

The next day we proceeded on our journey. We 
travelled over a rather barren country, with the tul4 
marshes to our xi^t, and the white line of the Sierra 
Nevada far to oar left* We passed a band of splen- 
did mustang horses, to which we gave chase tor a 
short distance without being able to overtake them, 
and then proceeded on oar way soatfaward. The 
next day we reached the Four Greeks, where there 
was scenery of a very beautiful description, and a 
countiy rich, well timbered, and well stocked with 
gpme ; bat as we were now well provided, and there 
was no advantage to be gained by delaying, we pushed 
on trom this point for a number of days, until we ai^ 
rived in the neighborhood of the Kmi Siver mines^ 
where we camped. 

The whole of the next day after reaching the 
mines, I a^pent among the miners, looking at their 
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work, hearing them talk about their claims, and exam- 
iiUBg their returns, i^rom iliis one day's invcstigar 
iioii, I beoame acitiBfied that there was nothing to be 
done at mming. There were, however, a large num- 
ber of persons in the region who had to be fed ; and 
I at once determined to turn my attention to hunting 
and 8u| plying game, which brought a good price. 
The very next day, accordinp^ly, I forded Kern River, 
and proceeded about ten miles into the mountainoua 
ooontiy beyond; where, finding the eigqa of bean 
and deer in abundance, I made a general camp, and 
prepared for general hunting. 

The next morning early, I started out, accompanied 
bj Drury, my bear Ben, and my dog Ramble, on a 
hunt. Ill a short time, we saw three large grizzlies 
feeding among the chaparral on the side of a rocky 
ratine. They were far off, and it was difficult to ap- 
jHToach on account of tiie brush ; but, creeping around, 
followed by my companions, I got within sixty or 
aeventy yards. TbB bears, in the mean time, evidently 
suspected danger, and began snuffing the air, rising 
upon thck hind legs, and looking about as if to see 
where it was. I gave them, however, little time to 
condder their situation; for, drawing my rifle and 
firing, I bored the nearest through the heart. As he 
fell, I seized Drury's rifle and fired at the second, 
when the third turned and fled. The second bear 
was evidently wounded, and I urged on Ben and 
Bambler, who were uneasily waiting my permission 
to rush forward. It required but a word, when the 
fintfafid creatures bounded forth; and a terrific com* 
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bat took place between Ben and the wounded bear. 
Meanwhile, I had drawn my knife, and was mshiog 
forward throng the brash to assist Ben, when the 
enemy suddenly turned tail and plunged down the 
ravine, with Ben and Rambler at his heels. I fol- 
lowed, and, upon reaching them, found the bear at 
bay, with his back in a dark hole which was choked 
up with rocks and brush, while Ben and Rambler 
were attacking him in firont. I reloaded as quickly 
as possible, while tiiey were snapping at each other, 
and fired again, but under so great a state of excite- 
ment as to miss my mark ; and the bear again put 
off, followed by Ben and Rambler as before. We 
pmsued at least half a mile, when the country became 
80 rough as to be perfectly impracticable ; and, re- 
solving to give up the chase, I called off Ben and the 
dog, and returned to where the first bear had fallen. 
/ Upon our reaching the spot, the bear was nowhere 
to be seen ; but a line of blood indicated the direction 
in which he had crawled off. Ben and Rambler took 
up the trail, and I followed them three hundred yards 
through the brush, into the bottom of the ravine, near a 
pool of water, where we found the old fellow stretched 
out and dead. The bail with which I struck him 
had passed through his heart ; and yet he lived long 
enough, and had strength enough, \^ drag himself 
thus fiur. He proved to be one of the largest bears 
I ever shot, and I congratulated myself i2iat the 
others had not remained to make a more determined 
fight; and often since then I have thought of the 
radmeas my rushing mto the brush after them, and 

m 
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otn only expliun it bj tiie hct that U was mj first 

bear fight for several weeks. 

AAer cutting tbe meat up, I proceeded to the 
sniieB aad disposed of it, togeiiier ^rith a quantiij 
of \ cjiisoii which I had killed. In a day or two after- 
wards, we had aiK>tlier bear adventure. On this 
occasion, we came upon a female grisly and two 
young cubs, playing on a IdU-ode. I fired, 'and 
wounded the dam, and then set Ben and Rambler 
on her ; but the cowardly thing ran, and deserted her 
cubs, — an actum which a bear of more northem lait- 
itudes would not be guilty of. It is only in the south, 
where heat enervates the species, that such despi- 
cable natures exist. As the dam ran, Ben followed 
her ; but Bambler seized one cab by the ear, and 
held it tall I came up. We then rushed at the other, 
and, with some chasing, succeeded in securing it also* 
We then called Ben back and returned to camp. 

A few eveiLings after this, having shot a deer neai' 
camp, I went out upon a mule by moonlight to pack 
it in* Upon approaching it, I heard a noise, and, 
after listening a few moments, satisfied myself that a 
bear was making his supper of the game. I dis- 
mounted, and, motioning Ben and Bambler to keep 
behind, I crept up within fair distance, and fired aa 
well as I could in iiucli a poor light. Fortunately, the 
ball struck the bear a serious blow, and I allowed Ben 
and Bambler to rush forward. Ben seised hold im- 
mediately, and a pretty even fi^t took place ; Ben 
sometimes on top, and the other sometimes. I ran 
np within three or four yards, so that it was easy to 
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distingmsh between them, Ben being considerably 
the darker in color* Aa the straggle went on^ Ben 
snddenlj threw lus adversary on Ihe ground, when, 

seizing the opportunity, I fired a pistol ball into the 
latter, and soon afterwards managed to thrust mj 
knife also into him. He fonght well, but I tiunk Ben 

could have yan(]^uished him in a fair £ght. 
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CHAPTER XVnL 

THE XEJOir. 

Advance toward* the T'jrm. Ad^'onturc with a cinnamon Eear niid Cuba. 
Capture of Cuba- iiambicr's £aithlul iDteiUgeace. Attack of bickoesa. 
Baging Imr, WamaA oC Vnrj, Mmu of ttt Chilli. StBitaB. 
iMttoiw InagliifttloiM.' A TUtor. Tb» Old Spanterd^ P««wtlpttoii* 
WUlow Bufc asd red Pepper. More Visitors . A terrific Serann iQdr 
nlglit. Effect of the Word '"Earantula.'' A Scorpion. Condition of the 
old Spaniard The best Medicine in the World. Toliaoco and Snake- 
wved. Symptoms of a perfect (Jure. Mouutain Therapeutics. Origio of 
mj DiNMa. Bmiy^i MtoMn Mid Tlee. Fietaiw ia tlit Ooali. B«t«m 
of DmiT* Bii plilftil Stmy. Hk Conflulon. the Wowitrfiw. 

Iho 8n« Ooioa. ▲ midolglift 'nrftoc. A niOeitio AnJinoL 

A FEW days after the last adventure^ businefls be- 
coming dull about Kern lUver, I strack my camp ; 
and, taking all my animals and goods, such as were 
not consumed or disposed of at the mines, I proceeded 
towards the Tejon Pass. It is in the neighborhood of 
this place that the Sierra Nevada and Coast Range 
mountains interlock their rugged chains. My object 
here was to hunt cinnamon or red bears, which were 
reported to be found in abundance in the re^on. 
After travelling a few days, and approaching within 
about thirty miles of the Pass, we camped. 

Upon making an early morning excursion into the 
hills, we soon came across an old bear and three cubs 
of the desired species. Their fur was long and wav- 
ing, and looked beautiM and glossy in the rays 
of the morning sun* I crept up without bdng ob- 
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served and shot the dam; when and Eamblor 
rushed forward, first at the old bear, but finding her 
dead, then into the bush after the cubs, which had 
endeavored to hide themselves. In a few minutes 
Ben seized one of the cubs and shook it dreadfully. 
I ran up to save it, when a second cub jumped up be- 
fore rnc, which I seized in one hand, and rushing up 
to iien made him drop the first ; but it was too late, 
his teetii had crushed its ribs, and the poor thing after 
a few gasps expired. • 

In the mean time Rambler had ferreted out the 
third cub, and now had his paw upon it, and appeared 
to be biting it in the neck. As I approached and 
seized liis prize, the sagacious dog looked up with a 
most expressive ^elco and wagged his tail, as much as 
to assure me he had done his duty futhfiilly, which 
indeed he had ; fbr I received the cub umnjnred. 
We soon had the two secured ; and packing the dead 
ones upon mules, canying the others, we returned to 
camp. 

The same day, after a hearty dinner of bear's meat, 
I started out for an evening hunt ; but soon began to 
feel queer, thou^ I did not know what was the mat- 
ter. The &rther I went the worse I felt, and at last, 
becoming very weak, I sat down to rest ; but, con- 
tinuing to grow worse, I got up again and attempted 
to return. By this time, howeyer, my head ached a.\ 
dreadfully ; and, after a few steps, I was compelled 
to set down ag^, and all at once was taken with a 
violent shivering and shaking. Being unable to pro- 
ceed I lay down until the chill was over, when a bunir 
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mg feTer came on ; but neverthelesB I managed by de^ 

grees to crawl back to camp, where I imme&tety 
turned into mj blankets. During the entire night a 
fearful fever raged in mj yeins^ and a dreadfol head- 
aehe drove me almost to distraction. Indeed, I found 

that I had a severe attack of chills and fever. 

The next morning the first thing I did was to dis- 
patch Dniiy <m a mule to the Ooveniment post at the 
Tejon Pass, to purchase quinine, and he started off. 
I hardly knew what to do during his absence ; but, 
as it happened, the chills did not return tiiis d|j* 
The next, however, thej came back with increased 
violence. Upon feeling their approach, I placed my- 
self in the sun, and piled all the clothing and skins I 
oottld rake and scrape together on top of me ; still I 
shook as if I were going to shake to pieces. In the 
course of a few hours my head ached as if it would 
split open, and then a distracting fever came on, when 
I became delirious, and dreamed the most dreadful 
dreams, — - in the midst of which I appeared to wnke by 
£ts and starts and see strange sights. At one time I 
thought I was burning up with thirst in the Colorado 
desert ; at another time I was fighting the judges and 
lawyers of Sonora; and at another I thought I was 
having a desperate encounter widi a grizzly in the 
mountains, and that he was literally tearing the 
flesh from my bones. Again I imagined that I was 
condemned, although not conscious of having ever 
wronged my fellow-man, and was suffering the most 
excruciating pains in the place of torture. How long 
these dieams lasted I do not know, but it seems that 
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I must have passed by degrees into a kind of sleep ; 
for about dark I was roused from a deep sleep bj a 
violent Bhake and some one calling, Americano ! 
Americano.'' I raised myself, and found before me 

an old Spaniard, who by chance had stopped at my 
camp on his way from the Tejon to l^e Tulare 
country. 

The old stranger asked permission to pass the night 
with me, which I gladly accorded. I was now per- 
fectly conscious again^ and described to him my con- 
d^on. He said that he thought he could cure me, 
and immediately went to work preparing a mess, con- 
taininic liberal quantities of willow bark and red pep- 
per, which he told me to swallow. I tasted the mix- 
ture, and remarked that it was too hot. He replied 
that it was just right ; and I at length worried the 
horrible stuff down. The old man then, at my direc- 
tion, made himself a cup of cofiee, and we both turned 
into our blankets. I slept quietly till midniirht, when 
two more Spaniards, attracted by our fire, rode up, 
and asked to stay tiie night, — a request which I 
ne^er refused. I told them to help themselyes to 
supper ; and when they had done so, they also turned 
into their blankets on the other side of the fire, by the 
side of the old man, and we were soon all soundly 

asleep. 

How long after this it was I know not, but I was 
m a profound repose, when a piercing shriek from 
the old Spaniard suddenly aroused me. Supposing 
that some diabolical murder was going on, I sprang 
lo my feet in an instant, entirely forgetful of my sick- 
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11668, and 86iiing my rifle in oq6 hand, and drawing 
mj bowie^aaife mik Ae other, I stood on tbe defen- 
Bive. It was starlight, and I could see a movement 
among the Spaniards, but it was too dark to ascertain 
exactly what the troable was. I, however, called out 
in a loud tone to know the ditlicLilty, when one of tlie 
Spaniards replied, that the old man was bitten by a 
tarantula. The yery name of this poisonous spider, 
shocked my whole i^stem, and cansed the blood to 
ran cold to the extremities of my body ; the idea of 
the miserable death he would have to die, almost over- 
powered me ; and for a few minutes I had not the 
power to move to his relief. But as the shock passed 
off, I seized a torch and passed over to the old man, 
who was mttmg up, gasping and looking ghastly pale. 
I supposed he was dying, but mechanically turned to 
the blankets, and remarking that I had seen no taran- 
tulas in this part of the country as yet, turned them 
open, when out fell — a wounded scorpion. 

The old man supposed, as we all did, that death 
was u{)on him ; but the moment he heard the word 
scorpion, he brightened up in an instant, and when I 
held the reptile up before lum, it acted as well as the 
best medicine in the world could have done 5 for he 
well knew that a scorpion's sting is not necessarily 
fatal. We then examined the wound, which was in 
ihe tiugh, but fortunately not near any large or im- 
portant blood-vessel, though it was already dreadfully 
inflamed and swollen. The Spaniards remarked that 
tobacco was good for such a wound, to which I re- 
plied yes, but I had something better, — refeiTin^ t'j a 
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weed which is used hj the Indians in cases of ratUe- 
anake bites, a supply of which I carried in mj wagon, 
and proceeded at once to get it, together widi a plug 
of tobacco. These we picked to pieces, and made a 
poultice of them, with which we bound the wound, 
and then gave the patient tea made of the snake-weed 
to drink. Whether the medicine cured the wound or 
not, it might perhaps be difficult to tell with certainty ; 
but the next day, after a good long sleep, the old man 
eat a remarkably hearty dinner of roast bear meat, 
and pronounced it mucho Imeno. — He was cured. 

For a day or two alber this, I continued doctoring 
myself according to the old man's prescriptions, and 
with an eventual very good result. I took the 
pounded bark of common willow, and made a strong 
infusion, which I drank upon feeling the premonitory 
chin on the next regular day of attack. It seemed 
to break the disease ; and, subsequently, when a 
slight fever came on, I crept down to the creek, upon 
which I lay camped, and took not only a hearty drink, 
buc at the same time washed my head and shoulders 
repeatedly. This treatment, although contrary per- 
haps to all the rules of therapeutics, worked admira> 
bly ; as the fever went down, I returned to my blank- 
ets, and was soon in a sound and healthy slumber ; and 
I was never afterwards troubled with chills and fever. 

This attack of ague, the origm of which was, 
doubtless, my constaut exposure, for some wecka 
previously, to the malarious atmosphere of the Tulare 
marshes, broke up my hunting on the San Joaquin 
side of the mountains ; and I determined at once to 
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cross over to the Colorado side. I was the more 
induoed to do thifi^ hj news which reached me of the 
oondact of Dmry, ivhom I had sent to the Tejon fixr 
qumine, as before stated. The idle fellow, upon 
reaching the aettlement, had fallen in with certaia 
Spanish woaaen and Indian squaws, and, without a 
thought of his duty, spent die money I had conmiit- 
ted to him, for liquor, and gave himself up to all 
kinds of vice and immorality. This news gave me 
great uneasineBS, showing how utterly worthless he 
was, and how impossible it was to place any confi- 
dence in him ; though I had cause to expect nothing 
better from his conduct, upon setting out, in the 
spring, from Corral HoUow. 

On the evening of the day previous to my intended 
departure, as I sat crouching over my camp £ire, read- 
ing those strange fancies which appear to spring out of 
the changing hues of burning coals, I was unexpect- 
edly aroused by the appearance of tlic teilow coming 
back. He saluted me as if nothing had happened, 
and I returned his greetings ; but my manner was 
certainly not very gracious. He noticed this, and, 
seeing me not so communicative as usual, volunteered 
a pitiful story about having lost his mule at the settle- 
ment, and the great trouble he had been at to regain 
it. This falsehood was merely adding insult to in- 
jury ; and, turning towards hun, I recalled his beastly 
conduct in the commencement of the campaign, and 
accused him of a repetition of it. I made use of 
the information I had gained irom othei*s, of his 
conduct at the lejon, to confound him ; and he Bwm 
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stood abashed and ashamed. Had it not been inhu- 
juaa to dismiss him in so wild a place, I should at 
0BC6 have sent him off; but, as it was, he was aDowed 
to remain. 

The next day, we packed up and started off into the 
mouDtains ; and, after several days of trayeUing over 
a rough country of clifl&, ledges, and rocky places, 
arrived at the mouth of a gorge on the southern slope 
of the mountains. In the upper part of this gorge 
there was a spring, but the jdace was too roug^ to 
reach it mih our wagon ; and we were therefore con- 
strained to leave it below, and pack our goods up 
to the spring, where we pitched our general camp. 
From this point the Great Basm, like a sandy sea, 
was seen lying at our feet ; and, from our height, we 
could look out over the dreary, desert expanse, with 
the feelings of men who view the ocean, — knowing 
that but a fraction was seen, and that uncoonted miles 
lay beyond, witli their curious and strange wonders. 

We were weary with the labors of the day, and 
turning into our blankets early, got into a deep sleep. 
I \va3 suddeiilj aroused at midnight by a feariul siiuf- 
fing and snorting among my animals ; but what to 
make of the noise I knew not, except that there was 
danger at hand* It was starlight, but too dark to 
see ; and raising myself in my blankets and seizuig 
my rifle, I listened with all attention. In a short 
time, I distinctiy heard the lapping of water at the 
spring, which was about fifty yards distant ; and, 
looking in that direction, beheld two spots, like balls 
cf fire, glaring at me. I expected an encounter, and 
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prepared myself for it ; bat the Btnnger beast imexo 
peotedljy after uttering a low growl, turned and 

snrely retreated, as if he did not deign to attack, 
much less to fear me. I could see that he was of 
large siae, — a nugestio animal of tbe Hon genus; but 
tliis was an I could see. 
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CHAPTEfi XIX 

JAOUABS. 

Biiiitiwiiirnt nf mij ymw^mMm, WStmdng tb»Timk, Sttpowviyor IImDhu 

Appearance of the Hen. Hy Pten of Attack. The Country round about. 
Mountain Sheep. Watchfulness of MoTintain Sheep. Att-ack upon them. 
Ita liesult. Cojotes upon luy Track. A Coyote summarily disposed of by 
Ben and Rambler. Search for limber. Packing Timber up the Mountain*. 
HionBlMcik, Xnlebaek, sad BeirbMk. OommenM Tnp-bvildliiff in Am 
€oi|B. A. Bdw ttt mi^t. IikiDiMilioM of a ifaHiia AniBia]. Vn^nmnA 
Completion of the Trap. On watch with Lady Washington, Ben, and Bam 
bier. The Roar again. Spotted Anima!'^ of the Tiger kind. A lordly 
Voice. Movements of the Animals. Construction of a Fit-&U. View of 
tho Animals. Ckxiju^ Attentions. LoTe throughout the Animal Crea- 
ttoft fThirmtnrtitlni of tb^t Animali. Ihato flancitr. Avoidaiioe of tiio 
WmM, My DkraoBMi. Wofitodlaallghi. JilgiuM. 

My curiosity, as well as my love of adventure, was 
80 much excited by the sight of the magnihcent bat 
nukiiom beast, that daring the remainder of the 
mght I coold think of nothing else. My imagination 
presented me with the picture of an animal whose 
capture would exceed in interest all the adyentnres of 
my pre^otts days ; and no sooner was it light in the 
morning than I started out with Ben and Kambler to 
follow the track and reconnoitre the country* The 
trail led us &ar or five nules oyer a rou^ country, 
and at last into a gorge, — one of the roughest and 
craggiest places man's eyes ever beheld. The only 
way I could work through it, was by crawling, dauH 
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bering, climbing, and pulling myself from cliff to cliff, 
and thus getting along bj slow degrees. In among 
the huge rooks, which were scattered all over the 

country, there was here and there a space of soft 
earth, where the prints of the animal's ieet were 
plainly to be seen ; and it was by tiiese marks that I 
pursued the trail into the gorge. Here the marks 
were better defined ; and after following them across 
the gorge up to the fiu»e of a ledge of rocks, I came 
to' a cave, which there was no difficulty in recognizing 
as the den of the animal. 

This cave was elevated on the side of the cliff, so 
that a man could with diffieuMy reach it* In its. 
mouth, and scattered below it, were multitudes of 
bones and skeletons of various kinds of animals, and 
among otherSi of mountain sheep, maldng the place 
look Ske the yard of a slaughtei^onse. I endeav- 
ored to reach the cave for the purpose of looking into 
it, but was unable to do so, and thereibre withdrew to 
consider plans for operations, determmed as I was to 
leave no stone unturned in my efiforts to secure the 
unknown but evidently ferocious animal which made 
tt his haunt. Considering the matter in every point 
of view, I resolved at last to build a trap on the trail, 
near the den ; but, there being no timber in the 
neighborhood, before proceeding farther, I had to go 
out and search where I could find wood. 

The country in tlie vicinity was the roughest that 
can well be conceived; and it was only with great 
labor tiiat I was enabled to chmb side of the 
gorge, 9nA pass along ike ridge iriiich separated it 
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£rom another of much the aame character. After 
tovelling a few miles^ however, I saw, at the dulaace 

of four or five miles farther on, a valley cont^dning 
trees ; but as the sun was now declining, I did not 
Tiflit it tius evenmg. Tumiiig back towaida camp, on 
<3onferary, with the int^tion of taldng the next 
daj for visiting the wood, I proceeded over the ledges 
&r aoine distanee, and soddenlj came in sight of a 
floek ci forty or fifty moimtain sheep, which were 
grazing on the scanty herbage of the cliffs. They 
were very wary, constantly keeping their eyes about 
tbem. While feeding, they would slap thw heads 
down, pick up a buneh of grass, and ilien look around 
as they were chewing ; and thus they seemed to be 
continually on the look-out. As there was a number 
ef ^em, some heads would be up at every minute, so 
that it required the greatest care not to alarm them. 
With extreme caution I managed to creep upon them, 
and taking two in ranget fired. My rifle had been 
loaded heavily, in expectation of larger game, and the 
ball passed through the heart of one sheep into the 
neck of the other ; so that I got two with one bullet. 
The remainder of the flock <^ course scampered off 
at the fire ; and as it was impossible to pursue and 
keep up over the rocks, I did not attempt it. 

After dressing the meat of tiliose I had, I took one 
hind-quarter on my slioulder, and proceeded towards 
camp. It was now dark, and in the course of a few 
miles I was startled by the howl of coyotes, which 
were atferaeled by the smeH of the meat, and pursued 
me. Ben and Eambler, who during the whole time 
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bad Mthfully followed my fixylsteps, widied to turn 
baek and fi^t when the ooyetes opoied on flie trail, 
but for some distance I would not allow it. The coy- 
otes became very saucj and impudent, and at last ap- 
proached very near^ when I gave the word to the 
bear and dog, and thej tamed in a moment upon iiie 
pursuers. They both seized upon the most forward 
coyote, and in a few minutes tore him to pieces, while 
the remainder of the cowardly paok ran cSf and we 

went the rest of the way undisturbed. 

The next day I explored the couutiy farther, and 
Tisited tiie timber which I had seen tiie day previonfl, 
where I finrad good grass and water. I at once de- 
termined to remove my camp to that place, and ao- 
cordin^y did so, although it was d^t or ten miles 
from ike den of the beast, with which my ima^natioB 
was now filled. As, however, it was the nearest tim- 
ber to the cave, there was no other way than to cut 
tiie log! for oxat trap tfiere, and transport them the 
best way we could ; and, aceordingly, going to woA, 
we cut a number of cotton wood logs, which were 
li^t, hat at the same time sufficiently strong for 
ear purpose. When we had enough to pack the two 
horses, two mules, and Lady Washington, — the sticks 
being about ten feet long, and six or eight inches 
thick, — I fitstened two on each side of each horse and 
mule, and one on each side of the bear, — the h^ being 
tied to the saddles at one end, and the farther ends 
drag^g on the ground* With this singular looking 
caravan, followed by Ben and BamUer^ we proceeded 
up the heights towards the den. 
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Molt of the my irss yetj roa^ and uphiU, and it 

took quite half a day to reach the spot pitched upon 
for the trap, which was a small rockj rise in the xuidst 
of the gorge, about a quarter of a mile from the caye. 
At the same tune I took up my toob, as it waa my 
intention to commence the work immediately ; and as 
Boon as the animals were unloaded, I sent Drury hack 
with them to cut more timber, and bring it up next 
day in the same manner. The bears and dog I kept 
with me, and they were good company as I worked 
ufoa the timbers in that wild and lonely re^on. 

Upon the approach of night, I picked out a spot to 
sleep, but did not allow myself a fire, for fear of dis- 
turbing the game. I w^t to sleep, but in the course 

the night was aaroused by a roar, wfaidh I supposed 
to be that of the beast which I was huntin;2; ; it was 
kmd but clear, short but piercing, different from any 
roar I had ever heard ; and, as a new fact in regard 
to Ihe beast, it added to my wonder, for I bad already 
come to the conclusion that the ammal was of a differ- 
ent species from any I had ever known. Ihe track 
was peculiarly large and firm, indicating an animal of 

great strength and noble bearing. 

It is unnecessary to detail day after day the prog- 
ress of my trap building here, and the slow an^ tedious 
manner in which we had to transport our timber from 
a distance of eight miles. Suffice it to say, that the 
arduous undertaking was at length accomplished, and 
ihe trap completed. No sooner was it finished and 
baited, than I picked out a hiding-place, about three 
hundred yards the caye, and in such a position 
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tiiat I could see ttie lengBi of ilie tnil, the trap, and 

the den ; such a place, indeed, as would gire me a 
fall and fair view of all that took place in the gorge. 
Taking Lady Waihington, Ben, and fiamUer to tUa 
place, I tied them together, and seating myself at the 
side of them with mj blanket about me, I determined 
to tratch tiie first ni^t and see how the trap -would 
work. 

There was at this time a new moon, and the gorge, 
a dolefdl place even in daylight, was darker than I 
liked ; neyerthelestf, I could see if any animal passed 
the tmil, aud this would be some satisfaction. I there- 
fore watched the twilight passing over the mountains, 
and saw it grow dusky, and at lengtii dark, when, 
OTorpowered by the fiittgaes of the day, I curled 
down by the side of Ben, and fell into a slumber. 
Barely were my eyes closed, however, when a roar 
roused me, and I started up and strained my eyes 
along the trail from the den to the trap, but could see 
nothing. In a few minutes the roar was repeated, 
but in an apparently subdued tone ; and directing my 
eyes in Hie Erection from which it proceeded, I saw 
a spotted animal, resembling a tiger in size and form, 
with two young ones.- The view was very indistinct, 
but I caidd see that the animal was crawling out of 
the rocks. She went ahead for a little distance, then 
turned around, and appeared to call the little ones, 
which followed, playing like kittens. My first tfaou|^t 
was to kill her and catdi the young ; — and I have 
often regretted since that I did not take the risks and 
fire ; but I considered that the trap which we Ind 
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method to secure them. 

Bemuning silent, thereforoi I watched ih/d beasts 
diaappear in the darknees, and neitiier saw nor heard 
anjtiung more of 4hem till near morning, when I waa 
aroused by the same masculine roar, which I had 
heard two or three nights before. I recognized it imr 
mediately, and strained my eyes to see the posaeesor 

of that lordly voice. It was, however, so dark that I 
could not see, though I distinctly heard the tramp of 
the beaat; and it seemed that he was accompaiiied 
bj bis eoDSort and tiie young onee, which I had seen 
in the evening. It was evident to me that they had 
passed near the tn4>, but they had not entered it ; 
and on examining the tracks in the daytime, I fonnd 
that they had passed around it. 

Seeing thus that the trap had been passed by, I 
determined to dig a pit with a falling door ; and, ao- 
eordmgly, going to work, in the course of a few days 
we completed such a trap, eight feet long, six feet 
broad, and ten feet deep ; and fixed a door over it, 
awung upon an ade in sndi a manner as to torn and 

dro]) any aiiimal, that trod upon it, into the pit. The 
door was covered over with dirt, grass, and leaves in 
anoh a manner as to resemble the ground about it; 
ao that I supposed it would be impossible for an 
animal to detect the deception. I then hung a piece 
of raw mutton over &e door, and retired to my place 
of ooncealment, to watch dunng the night, as usual. 
Soon after dark the male animal agahi made his ap- 

.pearance. As he came to the mouth of the den, he 
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looked aroimd and snidbd tiie air, and then leaped 

down, and going a few yards placed his paws upon a 
rock, and stretched bimself| yawning at the same 
time as if he were waking np oat of a sleep. In a 
few minutes afterwards the female appeared, aud ap- 
proaching, lapped his brawny neck. Pleased with 
this conjagal attention, the male threw himself upon 
the ground, and alter rolling for a few nmrates, stood 
up, shook iiiiuself, and then, with a proud step, trod 
away towards the traps ; and his consort followed lum. 
Their maimer towards each other induced the reflection 
in my mind, that nature works much the same in idl 
species of auimals ; for eyen among human beings, 
I had rarely seen a more e^qpressiye indication of con- 
jagal love than was exhibited here. 

The male beast, as nearly as I could see, was twice 
as large as the ordinary cougar, and appeared to be 
covered with dark round spots of great richness and 
beauty. His mien was erect and stately, and so 
nuyestic and proud his bearing, that it was with pleas- 
ure I contemplated hun« As he approached the pit, 
my heart fluttered ; now, thought I, is the time of my 
success ; but, alas, for my hopes i the animals, when 
they reached the place, evidently suspected sometfamg 
wrong ; and, after smelling about suspicionsly, made 
a circuit and passed on. They next stopped at the 
trap, which they appeared to examine attentively; 
tbey even entered it, and I strained my eyes to see 
the doors fall ; but no, alas, for my hopes again ! the 
animals came out and went oil, without disturbing the 
bait> and soon disappeared over the xidge. I watehed 
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the remainder of the night, but neither saw nor heard 
anything more of the beasts. 

For several weeks after this time, I contmned mak- 
ing all endeavors to trap these animals. I caught 
liye bait, and tried to inveigle them with the choicest 
morsels, but all in vain. On "beTeral occasions, subse* 
quent to those mentioned, I obtidned a sight of the 
animals, but onlj a passing one ; and at last, confi- 
dent that it would be impossible to trap them, I de- 
'termined on the first opportunity to shoot. The male 
I never afterwards saw ; but the female and her cubs 
I unexpectedly came across one day, in a gorge far 
removed from the one containing the den* Ben and 
Rambler were with me at the time ; and, as I fired 
upon her, they bounded forward and engaged with 
her in a terrific combat, but she tore them dreadfully, 
and managed to escape. Poor Ben was so badly in- 
jured in the encounter, as to require my surgical care 
and assistance for a week or more afterwards; but^ 
thou^ I hunted and hunted, I oould find no more 

ti'ace of the beasts, or of any auimals like tbcrn. I 
was, therefore, not able then, nor am 1 able now, to 
pronounce with certainty upon their character. If 
they were not jaguars, which had strayed up beyond 
the usual range, I know not what to call thenu 

16* 
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CHAPTER XX. 

TBS COAST BAHGB AGAIK — OONCLUSIOK. 

'Xttomliif tom&liP'qwtflin. MwIhw Oanntqr. horn ct waif WoutM, Hi 
tpOBdaiM^. Dependence on my Muk-s. Mustiiif Httlltlnf. Hone Fleeh. 

Trarel. 3Ioonlii;lit View on the S;',]!:iri^ rtlrr>r. Tmprudonce. An TJp- 
l«t. Further iDiprudence. St&Ued in the Quicksands. Packing a^bor?. 
Amnaemeut of the People. Interest in the Animabi. ProgreM. The 
AniiiMli. CoMMeMlion Ibr Sog-flmeiiif. Anotiiir Uptet. It^arfet to 
ik^kMHB, Itopair cf Sw^mi. On flM Way igBia. A Orioly-tranUaA 
KkDoh. Indications of a huge Bear. My Preparations for an Att-ark On 
the Watch with Ben nnd Rambler. Appearance of the Beur, Zc.il of Brn 
and Rambler, (lur Attack upon the Bear. The Combat. Deul-li nf tli© 
£nemj. Ihilight of the Spaniards. Heroitjm uow-a-days. ArriToi at San 
JoM. EthWilH<iM> TteAwneMwaoai lljAiilniliacmuAiM. Baool- 
leotioDi of 1D7 AdTvnfcvrat, The Bod. BI7 lasl Wish. 

The fii]] now approached, and Hie mins might aooii 

be expected, so that we prepared to return to winter- 
quarters, either in Corral Holtow, or in my tavoiite 
ground in Ihe Kerra Nevada. Acoordm^y, gaihep- 
ing up and packing onr animals, we bitched np our 
wagon, and took the road over the mountains back to 
the Tejon, and thence to the west of Kern Laka, 'in- 
tending to take the west side of the Coast Bange of 

mountuins on our way back. 

In a day or two after leaving the Tejon, we came 
to a camp of persons engaged in catching mustang 
horses, — multitudes of which covered the country in 
all directions. Here, unfortunately, during my ab- 
sence hunting in the neighborhood, Droij allowed 
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Bkj two horses to break away and get amoitg the muih 
tanga. I knew it was doubtful whether I would ev^ 
recover them again ; and the most desponding thoughts 
took possession of me for a while. I could expect 
nothing better of the fellow ; but to think that I had 
passed tiirougli so much, and to lose them at last 
under such circumstances, appeared to me a peculiar 
hardship ; and for several dajs I was morose to the 
last degree. However, I aearohed the country fiur 
and near, and used every possible exertion to recover 
them, but all to no purpose ; I could neither see nor 
find a trace ai them, and at length ^ve them up 
and tinned mj hope and trust to the mules, — those 
patient animals which had stood by me so long. 

While in this country, I made several excursions 
after mustangs, and succeeded in shooting a number. 
They were small, but in good condition, and their 
Eesh made very good eating ; indeed, many an excel- 
lent steak of horseflesh have I enjoyed. I also dried 
a quantity of it for provisions upon my travel* After 
thus preparing ourselves, Ending that our horses were 
imtrievaUy gone, we struck towards the mountains, 
witfi the mules alone attached to the wagon; and, 
travcllliig among them for five or six days, we came 
to the neighborhood of the mission of San Miguel, on 
the Salinas Biver. It was moonli^t when we came 
in sight of the village, which we saw lying about a 
mile below us, with the shining stream not far off; 
all presenting a peaceful moonhght picture of gi:eat 
baaiify. 

It was certainly imprudent in us to attempt to 
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descend so steep a hill, as that upon which we ap- 
proached the place, in the ni^t tune ; but we wUied 
to reach the river bank, and determined to trj it. 
As we miglit have expected, notwithstanding all oar 
precaatioDS and Dnuy's han^ng to a hind wheel, m 
had not got more than half way down, when orer 
went wagon, mules, bears, Dniry, and all, tumblino^ 
everything helter-skelter ; but, ibrtunatelj, injunng 
nothing serionaij. It had been my lack to be opaet 
more than once before ; and I may say that I was 
used to it. Without delay, therefore, I went indus- 
trioosly to work, and gp^ered ap the scattered artn 
dee and the frightened animals ; and towards mom- 
ing, having again got in tra\ elling plight, pushed on 
to the river. The stream seemed shallow, and I 
thoaght I might as well cross and camp on the &r» 
ilier side ; but, as it happened, we got into sand in 
the river, and, as I foolishly stopped to allow the 
mules to drink, the wagon wheels aa^k. Whiui I 
urged the moles on again, I finmd that we were not 
only fast, but that the wheels had sunk over their 
hubs. There was no use geeing and hawing ; and, 
in fine, all that could be done was to unhitch, drive 
the mules out, and carry the animals and goods to 
shore the best way we could. Luck seemed to be 
against us ; but we worked on in spite of it, and auc- 
ceeded, by dawn, in getting everything ashore bust 
the wagon. Leaving that tu take care of itself in 
the river, being very tired, we rolled ourselves in 
our blankets, and, weary and wayworn, aoon £aU 
asleep. 
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As the day ftdvanodd, tihe people of fhe misenon 

beheld the curious spectacle we presented ; and we 
were roused, after a few hours' sleep, hj a troop of 
Spuuanis and others, who came up laughmg and 
making merry over oar nusfortime. We were well 
chastened by this time, and bore their sport with 
palieiice ; indeed, we joined in the laugh, which was 
a good-natured one* When it was over, die people 

offered to help us ; and, with their aid and that of 
several horses, we pulled our wagon out of the sands, 
and soon had it packed again. The people viewed 
my oniiosities, and particularly i^e bears, with liie 
liveliest interest, and seemed so much pleased that 
they invited me to dine with them. I would fiiin 
have eaten a civilised dinner, jost for a change, bat 
my expedition had left my garments in a rather un- 
presentable condition. I had therefore, on account 
of the shabbiness of my dress, to dedine their gen- 
erous offer, — and drove on. 

On my way through the settled portions of the 
comitrir, the people all expressed great curiosity to 
see ray animals, and gave me milk to feed the small 
ones. For some reason or other, however, this diet 
did not suit them, and several died. As for the Lady 
and Ben and Bambler, they thrived well all Ihe way. 
I allowed them to follow me at liberty a portion of the 
• road, until we came in neighborhoods where dog^ 
were kept, when I fbrnod it pradent to tie them np. 
This I did, not for their own protection, as they could 
vanquish any number of dogs, but to prevent difficul- 
ties with dog^anders, that irritable class of individ- 
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Qiii, who aie often mm mdjr to tor an ■ftont 

to their puppies than for an insult to themselves. 

We trayelled on thus for several days, and at last 
oamo to • ridelaig kiU wkick akiiied tlie rim* WUle 
paMing Ifais plaoe, one of the mdes lialked, and aad» 
denly wheeling down hill, we toppled on the hrink. I 
saw in an instant that we must go <mat; and, dxap- 
ping the rans, I jumped out in time to save myself; 

but the wagon tumbled on the mules, and then down 
into the river, making an almost perfect wreck, break- 
ing the bed and tongoe m Bereral plaees, killing a 
young deer and elk, fraotnring the 'leg of a small 
bear, and severely injuring one of the mules, wliich it 
dragged down wilh it. Here again was I the vmtim 
0f mialbrtiine ; it seemed truly as if only bad \mck 
"was in store for me ; and had it not been absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of my animals to exert 
njFself with irigw, I should have been disoooraged ; 
bat, as had happened twice before, we soon began 
getting the animals together, gathering up our scat- 
tered luggage, and repairing dannges to the best of 
our ahOity. 

After making a new tongue, mending the bed, and 
repacking the wagon, we drove on upon the main 
road towards Ban Jes6« HHm injured male, however, 
was so lame, tiiat our progress was very slow, and we 
felt compelled to stop at the first ranch we came to, 
where I determiDed to lay over for a few days to 
recuperate. At this place, as it happened, the ]«n> 
chero complained that he was greatly troubled by a 
grissly bear wiiich killed his calves ; and he deaired to 
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know of me whether I could help him. I rephed thai 
I iroaki gMfy undertalDd to xid him of tihe trouMe- 
•ome vWtor ; and we forthwith proceeded to the cor- 
ral, or cattle-pen, where he showed me the hodj of a 
oaif whidi had been killed by the griady the previoiiB 
night. Upon inspeelang the tracks abont Ae place, 
1 found unmistakable evidences that the bear was a 
large one, not unworthy the honor of a meeting ; and 
iortiliinth I made aRangements fifr a tUe^'iite with 
him. 

The corral waa a about five feet high, made of 
peip^ndiciilHr wooden atakea, which were drim firm- 
ly into the gnnmd, and lashed togefter with raw4iide 

strips ; and it was in this enclosure that the calf lay. 
I directed the other calves and cattle to be dmen 
cot, ao aa to leare the body of the calf there alone, 
and, when evening came on, all the dogs about the 
place to be tied up, and the Spaniards to retire to 
thmr beds. Aa it grew dndc, I concealed myself, 
with Ben and Rambler, in a pile of logs near ilie cor- 
ral, and commenced my watch. 

It waa a beautiful moonlight nig^t, and I could per- 
oeife wiiii conriderable disiinetneflB for scmie dktance. 
I think it must have been about ten o'clock when the 
bear made his appearance. His step was bold and 
apparently fearless ; but aa he approached the comd, 
he raised his head and snuffed the air a number of 
times. For a few moments I supposed that he per- 
eeired us, but it soon ajqpeared that he did not ; for, 
approaclmig ilie side €i tiie corral, he leaped over it 
without suspicion. As he went over, which he did 



Digitized by Google 



876 XHS COASI JUIi6S AQM-^iXMCUJSSm. 



witii great mm^ I oooU jUalj flee that he im a veij 
large aniiiial) and tliai it was going to be a triumph 

to kill him. I might have shot him as be went over ; 
but it atrook me aa m&re pradent to let him fill himr 
aelffint. It was with difkdtj tiiat I ooaM restiaia 

Jk'ii and the hound ; for, not having had a fi^ht for 
fiome time, they were almost crazy to engage ; but I 
kept them back ; and the bear, heimg busy with hia 
meal, did not obserre our neighborhood* 

As soon aa I supposed he had eaten enough, I 
crept forward to the of the comd; and, pladag 
my rifle orar die edge and taking ftir aim at his 
shoulder, I fired. He fell, and upon my calling to Ben 
and .Rambier, in aa instaot they leaped the enclosure 
and wm apon him. Hie j all rolled and acrahblad 
togeUier ; and as so<m as I could get a second load ^ 
down my ri^y I sprang forward, and watching my 
opportonity, g^e flie old bmte another ball, which, 
however, did not yet kill. Meanwhile the noise, wUoh 
was terrific, aroused the Spaniard and all his house- 
hold ; and they all came running out with their dogs ; 
but I peremptorily ordered them all baok, and again 
turned to the scene before me. The wounded brute 
now had the hound in his mouth and was shaking him 
dreadfully, while Ben waa doing his best to atkaot 
the enemy to himself. I at once jumped oyer into 
the corral, and rushing up, buried my knife in the 
brute's neck ; when, dropping the dog, he turned upon 
me and tore my bnckddns; bat that was all the 
damage, for Ben, noble Ben, now redoubled his ener- 
gm and drew the beast's attention from me. Aa he 
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famed to Ben, I made seyeral blows witii my knife 

behind his shoulder, and in a few moments rolled him 
over 88 dead as his worst foe could hare desired. 
As soon as he expired, I called the Spamaids to 

see the individual that had been killiiig their calves ; 
and, as they looked at him and then at me, they 
exclaamedi Mueho bueno AmerieamOf—hemg higlily 
delighted with the death of what they sfyled the 
infernal calf-killer. As the story of the exploit got 
noised about, I felt myself elevated into a personage of 
^soiifiiderable importance among tiie rancheroe of Ihe 

neighborhood, and might have sported it in the region 
as a hero of the hydra-slaying Hercules type ; bat 
jdaying the hero of this kind is oat of fidbion now^ 
a-days, and, to use a homely but expressve Amen- 
canism, " will not pay.** 

In a few days after the above incideiit, which was 
the last of what I call my adventares, we hitched up 
again and proceeded to San Jose, at which place I 
began to give exhibitions. Thence I went to Santa 
Clara, thence to the Bed Woods, and from there came 
to San Francisco, where, in the course of die next 
year, I established the Pacific Museum. I have by 
degrees gathered all my animals together, and have 
them now, a goodly company, about me. As I look 
around upon them I am reminded of the freshness 
and freedom of the forests, and live over again in 
imagination the golden days when I trod, in pleasure 
and in joy, upon ihe mountain ride. Lady Washing- 
ton, Ben Franklin, — noble Ben, and his foster-brother 
fiambler ; they are all here. The monster who rat- 
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ties his chain in the cage yonder, and fairly shakes 
4bd baildiDg, ibftfc is Samson ; and the whitoKK>ated 
rogue bjthe dde of tbe Indian dog is Fnmij Joe. 

The black and cinnamon bears, the panthers, wolves, 
foxes, wild cats, eiks, deer, and other animals ranged 
imnd, all those I have saffioentiy qpoksn of before; 
eaoh reomOs its own spedal adTenture; and what 
there is of pleasure in reviewing an active career, in 
which I can reeoUect Bothing to be ashapied of, that 
I enjoy. 

As I come to the end of inv book, I cannot but 
reflect that my life likewise a|)proaches its close. I 
bMre looked oa death in mmj fenns, and tniat tbat I 
•oan meet it whenerer it oomes wi A a iitxmk heart and 
steady nerves. If I could choose, I would wish, 
since it was my destiny to beconw a moontaineer and 
guizsly bear hmter of Califionia, to finish my career 
in the Sierra Nevada. There would I fain lay down 
with the Lady, Ben, and Rambler at my side ; there, 
■vrely, I conld find rest through the long fntore, 
among the eternal rocks and evergreen {dues. 
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